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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Beloved:


For all the time and effort toward a wonderful and successful second Pastor Anniversary and Appreciation Day service on February 19, 2006, Sister Datiri and I do express our hearty appreciation for your love and gifts.  Thank you for all from the bottom of our hearts.  We were particularly blessed by your presence and that of relatives, friends and guests you invited.  This occasion was and is significant because it reminded us that it is God who established this union.  Our prayer is that this union will grow stronger and may God give us longevity of life, health and strength to continue to serve the Lord God faithfully here at Mt. Traveler for many more years.


February ending this year hit Mt. Traveler very hard with the passing of Deacon H. E. Trimble, Deacon Clarence Lockhart and Brother W. T. Holston in a row, one day after the other on February 22, 23, and 24, respectively.  May their souls rest in perfect peace and pray that God grants us the fortitude to bear these losses from our Church family.  Also, may God Himself comfort, condole and console this Church family.  We are praying particularly for the immediate family members of the deceased.  Please continue to visit, call and send encouraging notes, cards or messages to these brethren,  And if there is ever a time to show kindness to the families of the deceased, it is now!


Men’s Day this year falls on March 19, 2006-the day that the March 2006 CARE-SHARE Newsletter will be distributed.  The program will begin at 2:00 P.M. prompt with Rev. Michael Heard, Pastor of Pleasant Valley Missionary Baptist Church and his congregation as guests; their choir will be singing.  Spring revival is fast approaching too and Rev. Mark X. Lee, Pastor of Bell Missionary Baptist Church has accepted our invitation to come back as Guest Preacher.  This year, Spring Revival will be held on April 17-19, 2006 at 7:00 PM nightly.  The theme is “Christians: Live to please God”  (Acts 17:28 – For in Him we live and move and have our being.) Pray for Pastor Lee and yourself that God will truly revive you, Mt. Traveler and our community.


Easter this year will be celebrated April 16, 2006 with our “Sun-rise Service” at 6:00 AM.   Afterwards we shall have breakfast and fellowship together before going home to be with family members for the rest of the day.


Thank you again for your attendance at the Quarterly meeting held March 11, 2006 at 4:00 PM.  For those who could not make this meeting, please plan for our next one on May 14, 2006. In the interim the Leadership Team is working hard on the logistics of purchasing a Van/Bus to help buttress our outreach ministry and many other projects behind the scenes.  We need your prayers and support.  Continue to stay prayerful, ready and available for the Master’s service whenever called upon.  Pastor Datiri will be Guest Preacher at Beulah #1, Notasulga on April 2, 2006 for their Choir Day at 2:00 PM and Mt. Traveler Mass Choir will sing.


Finally, may God teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom, amen.  I am praying for you and I ask that you continue to pray for me.  I love you and remain blessed!

              B. C. Datiri, PhD


Pastor
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On Sunday, April 2, 2006

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Puppetry Ministry

I have only been with the puppet ministry a short period of time but I have learned a lot over the past months.  The puppet ministry is a very good way to win souls to Christ because sometimes a dummy can save a soul faster than a person.  The puppetry ministry really needs the support of our church family and friends.  I think that we will do a lot better in our work and ethics.  It’s a great ministry for both the young and the old.

                                                         Thank you

                                                         Torrence H. Collins
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

April

                                          Annie Lockhart                                     8

                                          Charlotte Trimble                                12

                                          Michelle Canada                                  18

                                          Patricia Lockhart                                  18

                                          Roseline Datiri                                     21

                                          Zoyanna Frazier                                   22

                                         Cynthia Lockhart Montgomery            24

                                         Amos Lockhart                                     29

                                                        *     *      *      *      *      *

Ebenezer District News

Ebenezer District Youth Rally-Saturday, March 25, 2006 at 8:00 AM with Rev. Eli Carroll as the guest speaker.  All Sunbeam, Red Circle and Crusaders are asked to please attend.

Laywomen Meeting-Saturday, March 25, 2006 at 5:00 P.M. Sis. Carolyn Sands, Leader

All laywomen are asked to please attend.

Annual Ebenezer District Laymen Program-Saturday, March 25, 2006 at 6:30 PM with Dea. John H. Lockhart as the speaker.  

2nd Saturday Board Meeting – Saturday, April 8, 2006 at 9:00 AM. 

                                                          *         *           *           *

         Mt. Traveler Family Night                          

               Wednesday, March 29, 2006 at 6:00 PM

              Please bring your favorite dish and let us enjoy the fellowship.
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THE LAYMEN EMPHASIS
I want to dedicate this article by giving honor and respect to the memory of the late Brother John Sanford Hollie, our departed President of the Mt. Traveler’s Laymen.

The purpose and objectives of the Baptist Laymen’s Movement, as outlined below are incorporated in the mandate given to the church by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in Matthew 28:18-20:

· To enlist and coordinate the manpower of the local church congregations.

· To cultivate the Christian life of Laymen through study, worship, fellowship and service           

· To enlist “unchurched” and unsaved men into vital relationship with God.

· To inspire men to support the total ministry of the local church.

· To provide resources to carry out our objectives, as well as the objectives of the National Baptist Laymen Movement. 

Just as Christ did not look for people who had attained certain levels and stations in life, neither does the Laymen Movement. We seek ordinary people to do some focused work in everyday life.

Consider the Apostles.  These men were hand-picked by Jesus himself to be the foundation of his church (Eph. 2:20).  These were the very agents of divine revelation, the human authorities by which he church received its order and direction.  Certainly the Apostles were the most important leaders the church has ever had.  What distinguished the Apostles was not their training and credentials; it was that they had spiritual power because they had been with Jesus and he was with them still by the Spirit.

Clearly, God wants men-laymen-to present his plan to the community beyond the church.  This community beyond the church is “a field that is white”.  So we invite you to allow your gifts, talents, skills, and, yes, yourself to be used in God’s program to help the pastor to harvest the field and to reap lost souls.  Come and join the Baptist Laymen.  You can be a blessing to many people in this nation and even worldwide.  Jesus said, in St. John 4:36, “And he that reapeth receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.”

Adapted from information by the National Baptist Laymen Movement and a speech by Angelo V. Trimble
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                                                                            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Calendar
March 19       2:00 PM – Annual Men’s Day Observance

            22      6:00 PM -  Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

                      7:00 P.M.   Adult Choir Rehearsal

            25      8:00 AM – Ebenezer District Youth Rally

                      3:00 PM – Adult Choir Rehearsal

                      6:30 PM – Ebenezer District Laymen Program

            26      Youth Forum, Women’s Ministry, Laymen Ministry

                         (following Morning Service)

            29       6:00 PM – Family Night

April     1       1:30 P.M. Matron Meeting 

             2        2:00 PM Annual Choir Day (Beulah No. 1, Notasulga)

                        Rev. Datiri and Mt. Traveler -guest

              5         6:00 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

              8        3:00 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal

             16        6:00 AM Sunrise Service/Easter Program

          17-19      7:00 PM Spring Revival

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Answers (Bible Trivia)

1.  B (Matt. 26:3)                                     4.  B (Acts 16:14)

2.  A (Gen. 16:1)                                      5.  B (Mark 6:3)

3.  D (Gen. 21:20)
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHOIRS

When you became a Christian, you became a minister.  When God gave you the ability to sing, you also received the responsibility to be a minister through music.  The choir is a good place to carry out that facet of your ministry.  It is understood that one can be a minister without being a part of the clergy.  Webster defines minister as “a person acting as the agent or instrument of another.”  Therefore, as a choir member your ministry is the means by which God’s message gets to the congregation.

As those in the congregation receive the message from the choir, it becomes their responsibility to apply it to their lives and then share it with the community.

Think about the people who are in our choirs.  They are Sunday school teachers and members, deacons, committee members, committee chairpersons, drama team members, puppetry team members, mission workers, and people who only come to the choir.  You could describe the choir as a photograph of the entire church membership.  It is important to remember that, as humans, what we learn anywhere becomes part of who we are everywhere.

In choir we learn and perform more than music.  We can become better performers in our Sunday school, Bible study, and other ministries within the church if we are aware of what we are rehearsing in choir beside music.  That principle applies as well to deacons, committee members, and others.  How does it apply to those who only come to choir?  It may change attitudes about and in those brother and sisters.


Mt. Traveler has four choirs and choruses.  The original choir was the Senior Choir, organized in 1915 by Brother Dock Davis.  The young people and adults would come together and sing notes and used tuning forks to pitch their songs. Our mission has not changed significantly since the beginning: to bring glory to God and assist the congregation in praising and worshiping Him.  A life of praise and worship is essential to developing an intimate relationship with God, our Father.

                                                  Deacon Angelo Trimble, Director
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Great Bible Trivia

Workout
IT’S A LIVING
(Multiple choice-good luck)

1.  Caiaphas served as

      A.   Secretary to Nero

      B.  A high priest

      C.  A watchman at the temple

2. What was Hagar’s field of endeavor?

      A.   A maidservant

      B.   A midwife

      C.   A keeper of goats

3. The Bible says that God was with the lad Ishmael, and he became

      A.  A great hunter

      B.  A warrior

      C.  An archer      

4. Lydia, a lady mentioned in the book of Acts, made a living by

      A.  Gleaning grain from the wheat fields

      B.  Selling purple cloth

      C.  Weaving baskets

5.    Although Jesus is known for teaching and healing, he had worked as a

      A. Tentmaker

      B. Carpenter

      C. Stonemason

(Check your answers on page 6)
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