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Clergyman/Activist/Civil Rights Figure

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.(January 15, 1929-April 4, 1968) was born Michael Luther King, Jr., but later had his name changed to Martin. He was an African-American clergyman who advocated social change through non-violent means.  His writings and public appearances shaped the American civil rights movement of the 1950s and ‘60s.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Beloved:

          It is with love and great joy we greet you and welcome this New Year, 2006.  The year 2005 is gone with all its baggage and if we are to make progress we have to learn from the Apostle Paul’s profound advice “…Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14, NIV).  The year 2006 has arrived with its new challenges and great opportunities to start life afresh with the Lord on a clean slate.  These challenges and opportunities call for commitment in our relationship and responsibilities to God.  It is a call to stewardship.  Therefore in the month of January our sermons will center on STEWARDSHIP under the subheadings: A renewed commitment; Divine Ownership; Diversity of gifts; Responsibility; and Accountability.

           It was a year ago (January 2005) we revitalized the publication of Mt. Traveler’s monthly newsletter under a new name “The CARE-SHARE Traveler” to represent our mission of ministering through ministries.  Also, in January 2005, we launched our website (www.mttraveler.org) and for this first year we had 4424 visits to the website.   We might not know the impact of the website yet, but it is definitely creating an awareness of our existence as a Church with a vision, purpose and mission.

           We look forward with great anticipation to a more blessed and fruitful year in 2006 as we renew our commitment to stewardship that would enhance fulfilling our dual purpose of faithfulness in obeying the Truth (the word of God) and fruitfulness in serving Him, vision to be passionate in serving God and compassionate towards mankind; and mission to be a caring Church with ministries to Change Lives, Connect People, and Create Friendship and Favor with God and Man.  Therefore, I urge you by the mercies of God to employ your giftedness according to your SHAPEs (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personalities and Experiences) in the various ministries within Mt. Traveler so that you can serve the Lord faithfully and fruitfully.

            Already we have started the year on the right foot by dedicating this Church to the Lord in a one-week long fasting and prayers.  Thanks to all who participated.  As the manifestations of answered prayers start to unveil, it is my hope we will share the testimonies in this forum.  Also, we had two New Deacons: Brothers John Allen and Walter Moore ordained on January 8, 2006.  This is an additional man-power to our Deacon’s ministry and Pastor-Deacons leadership team.

            It is amazing how years rolled by real fast!  In less than a month, I would have completed my second year as pastor at Mt. Traveler.  The Pastor’s Anniversary and Appreciation Day has been set for February 19, 2006(Third Sunday in February) at 2:00 P.M.  I am glad that since I assumed the office of pastor, we have continued to grow together in the purpose of our existence, our vision and our mission as a Church.  This January we are launching our Outreach Ministry.  Finally, I need to remind you once again that it is NOT about you or me but about God, His Kingdom and its righteousness.     (con’t on page 3)

The Christmas Caroling and Christmas Program were of great success.   Thank you for all the hard work, energy and efforts put in as always.   Special thanks to the Matron’s ministry, Drama ministry, Puppet ministry, Music ministry, Youth ministry, individuals and other  ministries involved.  Also, thanks for your Christmas gifts to my family.  Continue to pray for me daily that I would continue to be the shepherd that God desires me to be.  I love you and I am praying for you as well.  Remain blessed!

              B. C. Datiri, PhD

              Pastor
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FOCUS ON MEMBERS 

 Sister Recola Lockhart
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Our January 2006 focus is on Sis. Recola Lockhart, another faithful and dedicated Senior Woman of Mt. Traveler.  At the age of 7 years old, Sister Lockhart joined Bethel #2 Baptist Church, Opelika. After joining in matrimony to the late Bro. Allen “Richard” Lockhart, they moved to Gary, Indiana and resided there for 27 years.    While residing in Gary, in 1966, she became a member of Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church where she served 26 years as vice-president of the choir and member of Missionary #A. In 1993, Sister Lockhart returned to Opelika, Alabama and moved her membership to Mt. Traveler with her husband.    

Currently, at Mt. Traveler, she is a member of the Missionary Society Ministry, served as president of the Senior Choir for many years and is member of the Mass Choir.  Sis. Lockhart is a member of the Covington Senior Citizen Group at Covington Recreation Center.  She stays busy with ceramics, quilting and enjoy going on trips with the Senior Citizen Group or visiting her children and sisters in other states.

Church Calendar

January    18        6:00 P.M.  Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

                            7:00 P.M.  Adult Choir Rehearsal

                21        3:00 P.M.  Adult Choir Rehearsal

                22        Youth Forum, Women’s Ministry, Laymen Ministry

                              (Following Morning Worship)

                25         6:00 P.M. Family Night

                28         10:00 A.M. VBS Workshop (Best Western Hotel)

                              3:00 P.M. Male Choir Rehearsal

                29         2:00 P.M. Ebenezer District 5th Sunday Fellowship Program

February    1         6:00 P.M. Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

                  4         12:00 Noon – Matrons Ministry Meeting

                  8         6:00 P.M. Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

                 11        9:00 A.M. Ebenezer District Annual Board Meeting

                             3:00 P.M. Youth Choir Rehearsal

                 12        Missionary Society Ministry Meeting (with Sunbean, Red Circle and 

                             Crusaders) following Morning Worship 

                 19       2:00 P.M. Pastor’s Anniversary and Appreciation Day Program
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Ebenezer District Yearly Board Meeting

Saturday, February 11, 2006

Ebenezer District Center

9:00 A.M. Congress of Christian Education

10:00 A.M. Women’s Department and Association

NOTE: All Pastors, missionary society ministry leaders and all leaders of different ministries in your church as asked to please attend.

Area Churches Honoring

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Auburn- White Street Missionary Baptist, 425 White St., Auburn, and the Auburn Community will celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on Sunday at 6:00 P.M.  The theme will be “United We Stand, Divided We Fall: Exploring America’s aspirations and struggle for peace, social justice, and inclusion in society”. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Wells Warren, chaplain, St. Dunstan Episcopal College Center; Auburn University.  Music will be by the Plantation Heirs. Food and fellowship will follow the program. Dr. Johnny Green, pastor
Opelika-Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church, 650 Jeter Av, Opelika, will host the 7th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Day Observance Program. Youth from throughout the Lee County area will honor Dr. King on Monday at 11 a.m. One of the highlights will be the awarding of the “Dream Achiever” award. This sward is presented to an individual or group from the Lee County Area who through volunteer efforts continues to advance Dr. King’s dream of racial harmony and equality for all.  The theme is “In the Spirit of Unity and Service” (National), “Living the Dream” (Local). A reception will be held immediately following the event.

VBS Workshop  (Vacation Bible School)
Sponsored by Lighthouse Bookstore on Saturday, January 28, 2006, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon at Best Western University Conference Center, 1577 South College St., Auburn, AL.  All VBS teachers and workers are invited to attend.    

Pastor’s Anniversary and Appreciation Day
Sunday, February 19, 2006

2:00 P.M.

For
Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Datiri, PhD
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Excerpts from Dr. King –Biography

· Dr. King was born January 15, 1929 as Michael Luther King, Jr., but later had his name changed to Martin. He was co-pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta during the time his father served as pastor. He attended segregated public schools in Georgia, received B.A degree in 1948 from Morehouse College, theological study at Crozer Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania. 

· In 1954, Dr. King accepted the pastorate of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Al.  Always a strong worker for civil rights for members of his race, Dr. King was a member of the executive committee of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

· In 1957 he was elected president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. The ideals for this organization he took from Christianity; its operational techniques from Gandhi. Between 1957 and 1968, King traveled over 6 million miles and spoke over 2,500 times, appearing wherever there was injustice, protest, and action; and meanwhile he wrote 5 books as well as numerous articles.  In these years, he led a massive protest in Birmingham, Alabama, that caught the attention of the entire world. He directed the peaceful march on Washington, D. C., where he led 250,000 people to whom he delivered his address, “I Have a Dream”.  

· At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest man to have received the Nobel Peace Prize. When notified of his selection, he announced that he would turn over the prize money of $54,123 to the furtherance of the civil rights movement.

· On the evening of April 4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking garbage workers of that city, he was assassinated.

Promises for the New Year

This year make some promises rather than resolutions for the New Year.  Get started with these:

· Promise to be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

· Promise to make all your friends feel that there is something special about them.

· Promise to look at the sunny side of everything, and make your optimism come true.

· Promise to think only of the best, to work only for the best, and make the best come true.

· Promise to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

· Promise to forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.

· Promise to wear a cheerful expression at all times and give every person you meet a smile.

· Promise to give so much effort to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
· Promise to be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble in your life.
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A New Year

          I must work the works of him who sent me while it is day. John 9:4

       We have come into a new year we’ve never seen before. I thank God for my journey and for being here.   Some may have made resolutions and that’s good.  If we are sincere in what we say or do, it’s always a chance for us in this life.  I am looking for a better day.  If we keep our mind focus on Jesus, He will guide us to better things and greater heights.  There are always new opportunities, experiences, new directions and purposes in this life. Therefore if we have missed something that should have been done, it may come back our way. This really is the time to get back on the right track because we are here for a purpose.

       Joshua told the children of Israel to prepare yourselves because you have not been this way before.  Joshua said we are getting ready to cross over into Canaan.  He also said to them “you sanctify yourselves.” We are to sanctify ourselves also because we are on a journey day by day.

       President Roosevelt became President in 1932 during the Great Depression.  Economic distress was in communities and the nation. Some asked President Roosevelt, where are we headed?  He said, I don’t know. 

         It is good to know who holds the future and that is God the Father above all. I do know we are on our way.  I am on my way looking for more faith and courage that we will make it. God bless all of you.  Thanks.

                                                     Mary Rose Lockhart

          Happy Birthday                             
         Family Night
                   February                                   Wednesday, January 25, 2006

Randy Driver                 
1                  Please, bring with you a covered dish.

Jimmy Dowdell             
4                  Come and enjoy the fellowship!

John Trimble Jr. (JJ) 

4                                                                    

Jonathan Trimble           
6  


   Wanted!!!
Timmesie Maddox       
14
         Someone from each ministry to write an

Simi Datiri                    
21
         article or report of happenings within 

Alma Black                  
26
         your ministry. This is for the CARE-

Torrance Maddox         
27 
         SHARE newsletter. Leaders of each

                                                                     ministry, please designate someone.

                (334) 821-4040   Pastor’s Office                          (334) 821-4018    Church Office

                (334) 887-8693   Pastor’s Home                          www.mttraveler.org  Website




  Email:  pastordatiri@mttraveler.org 
CARE-SHARE = Creatively Always Reaching Everywhere – Serving Him Absolutely Reconciling Everyone


