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MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 

October 2, 2005



Sufferings 


Ephesians 4:21-32
· Whenever events occur that result in sufferings man tends to blame God.  Sometimes God gets blamed for creating man altogether.  We should never forget that God preserves all things including His people through His providence.  If you exclude God’s providence through His continual care and activity, the world will not and cannot exist (Gen. 28:15, 1Samuel 2:9, Luke 2:18, Acts 17:28, 1Corinthians 10:13, 1Peter 3:12).  

· The continued activity of God through which He directs all things to their ultimate ends according to the eternal plan He has chosen is known as Divine governance.  Thus as King of the universe, God who has given Christ all power and authority to reign (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 2:36, Ephesians 1:20-23), governs insignificant things (Matthew 10:29-31), apparent accidents (Proverbs 16:33), as well as man’s good (Philippians 2:13) and evil deeds (Acts 14:16).  God acts through the natural laws and principles He established when He created the world.  You must acknowledge that the laws of nature are nothing more than man’s description of how we perceive God at work in the world.  These nature laws have neither power nor do they work by themselves apart from God. 

· If such is the case, why does man suffer?  What is the place of suffering in the bigger picture of things?  I want to submit to you that man has a free will to choose yet he is not free to choose and act independently from God’s perfect will and plan for him.  In other words, God in His sovereignty controls man’s choices and actions.  God’s actions, however, do not violate the reality of human choice or negates man’s responsibility as a moral being.  Therefore if one rejects God’s perfect will and elects to choose his own way, God will say, “Okay, have it your own way”.  But be ready for the consequences.  For there is a way that seems right to a man but the end of it is the way of destruction.  Destruction leads to suffering.

· The truth is that God permits sinful acts to occur because He has given us the free will to choose, but He does not cause man to sin (Genesis 45:5, Romans 9:22).  He actually often overrules evil for good (Genesis 50:20, Acts 3:13).  However the ultimate consequences for electing to live in God’s permissive will rather than in His perfect will for your life is definitely suffering.

· Suffering is agony, affliction, or distress.  It is intense pain or sorrow.  Albeit suffering has been part of the human experience since the FALL of man into sin (Genesis 3).  Although some of man’s suffering is as a result of the FALL, the Bible is full of records of the sufferings of the righteous.  This is why suffering is a mystery to most of us.  If all sufferings were due to sin our minds would have understood it and accepted it.  Unfortunately it is not so and therefore suffering is a mystery to us.  In fact the Psalms consists of about 30% laments, including graphic descriptions of suffering as in Psalm 22.  Also, the theme of the Book of Job is the problem of suffering and why God permits the righteous to suffer.

· Let me suggest to you again that the only thing as sure as your salvation as a believer is suffering. Although the Christendom tries to evade it and avoid it in their vocabulary in this present age, I urge you not be deceived with all these so called prosperity gospel that a Christian ought not to suffer.  That is heretic! For I hear the scriptures declare that anyone who desires to live a godly life must suffer persecution.  Thus the sufferings that come not as a result of sin but for righteousness sake are always temporary and have the following benefits:

· 1. Sufferings serve to shape and refine God’s children.  “In this you gladly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus is revealed.  And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast (1Peter 1:6-7; 5:10).

· 2. Sufferings help Christians to learn obedience.  Speaking of Jesus, with whom believers are joint-heirs, the Book of Hebrews declared that He learned obedience through suffering.  “Although He was son, He learned obedience from what He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).  Hence sufferings likewise do help Christians to learn obedience.

· 3. Sufferings help Christians become perfect (mature) children of God.  The Book of Hebrews also addressed the issue of suffering in making Jesus perfect.  “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering (Hebrews 2:10).  Therefore sufferings make you grow and mature as a child of God and a Christian.

· 4. Suffering has the great potential of demonstrating God’s power.  Paul said, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassing great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But He said to me, ‘my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness’.  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me” (2Corinthians 12:7-9).  Sufferings keep you humble so that the power of God will be demonstrated in your life.

· 5. Suffering places you in a position to comfort or console or counsel others.  “Praise be to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ flows over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.  If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation, if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer” (2Corinthians 1:3-6).

· 6. Suffering helps believers to identity with Christ.  If you suffer with Christ, you will reign with Him.  Suffering with Him is more than suffering for Him.  Throughout the history of the Christian faith, many people have suffered for the sake of Christ and His kingdom through various persecutions and tortures (Philip 1:29, 2Thessalonians 1:5, 2Timothy 3:12).  But to suffer with Christ is a different matter completely from suffering for Christ.  Paul said, “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:10-11).  Believers share in the sufferings of Christ to identify with Him through sufferings.  To truly be His disciple involves suffering – You must take up your cross daily and follow Him!  This kind of suffering further bonds the disciple with Christ.

· 7. Suffering endured is for the freedom of others still in bondage.  The suffering servant of God is a sin-bearer for others and one who stands between the gap interceding on behalf of the sinner.  He is the intercessor who stands in the gap pleading for the sinner’s salvation.  The prophet Isaiah described the Lord Jesus, the suffering Servant who bore the sin of the whole world.  As such He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was place on Him, and by His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:6).  Also, Jesus Himself announced repeatedly that His suffering was His mission (Matthew 17:12, Luke 24:46).  And Peter explained, “Christ suffered once for sin, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God” (1Peter 3:18) and that “To this you have been called because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in His steps” (1Peter 2:21). 

· Thus our text for the day reads, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trials you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer, or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God; And, if it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and sinners? So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good” (1Peter 4:12-19).
· The mystery of suffering is not in the fact that it appears be something strange happening to us although painful.  It is in the fact that one rejoices when he suffers with Christ because the ultimate result is reigning with Christ and wearing the Crown.  We have suggested seven benefits or blessings of suffering provided it is not for wrong doings.  Again for the students of the Bible, you know that the number seven stands for completion or perfection.  You become mature when you have gained all the seven benefits of suffering.  Mark you the judgment of God starts with His family.  Therefore be careful that you do not get involved in sin simply because God permitted suffering to come your way.  When you suffer according to God’s perfect will, commit yourself to your faithful Creator and continue to do good all the time. 
· As we conclude this worship experience we desire to challenge you concerning this mystery of suffering with Christ.  Have you been suffering?  Have you ever suffered with Christ or for Christ? If not, perhaps you are none of His.  If yes, what is your reaction or attitude to sufferings? Did you accept it and identified with Christ or did you reject your suffering and denied Christ just for your temporary enjoyment?  If you are sharing in your suffering with Christ with joy, your reward is awaiting you.  Otherwise, judgment is awaiting you.  But thanks to God for His grace.  He is a God of another chance. Now, you have this opportunity again to reconcile to Him by confessing your sin and accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come and do so right now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual blessing including knowing Christ and the fellowship of His sufferings, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 

October 9, 2005


Prosperity of the Wicked

Psalm 73:1-28
· The prosperity of the wicked is something that troubles many people.  It is natural that whenever events, turns and bumps in life do not apparently fit our already preconceived notions as to how things should be, we get troubled within.  Two questions that always indicate that someone is troubled are: 
· 1. Why do bad things happen to good people? 
· 2. Why do wicked (or bad) people seem to have it so easy and good? 
· These questions do unravel the mystery of the prosperity of the wicked.  As righteous people struggle with right living it appears some openly wicked people don’t seem to be bothered or troubled at all.  It appears to be all wine, dine and roses for them.

· I submit to you today that to develop an aggrieved mindset because of the apparent prosperity of the wicked is very dangerous to spiritual development, health and well-being. Before someone misconstrues this statement and misunderstands us, this preacher is not against prosperity and wealth acquired righteously.  In fact there are many promises in the Scriptures by God to prosper those who walk according to His word, meditating on it day and night, and not departing to the left or right from the truth of His word.

· We shall therefore employ the text for the day to understand the mystery of the prosperity of the wicked and the danger of envying the wicked.  The conclusion concerning the mystery of the prosperity of the wicked, is summed up by Asaph when he wrote Psalm 73 and stated it at the outset that “God is good”.  When you know that God is good, the prosperity of the wicked will not trouble you because you know that it is just temporary.

· Thus Asaph asserted at the beginning of our text, “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart” (Psalm 73:1, NIV).  However, Asaph the prophet, priest and leader of the temple soon afterward almost fell into the trap which most people do slip into by envying the prosperity of the wicked through focusing on self rather than on the God who is good all the time.  Listen to what Asaph wrote immediately after acknowledging that God was surely good to Israel and those who are pure in heart and I quote, “But for me, my feet had almost slipped; I almost lost my foothold.  For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked” (Psalm 73:2-3, NIV).

· Apparently, Asaph observed that the wicked were doing very well.  They were rich (probably filthy rich), well fed, untroubled visibly and had more than their heart could desire and enjoy.  As such Asaph became envious as he coveted at their things and their lifestyles and wished he too had it as good as these wicked people.  And as a good, hard working man as he was, didn’t he deserve good things too?  How many of us have actually felt like Asaph?  Let me caution here, the moment you fall into a mindset of self-pity party, you are trekking on a slippery ground because you will definitely begin to envy someone who appears to be more prosperous than you regardless of whether he is wicked or righteous.  Watch out for the bug of envy because it is very dangerous to you spiritual life and health.  Listen to how Asaph described his flight and plight of envy.  “For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong.  They are free from burdens common to man; they are not plagued by human ills.  Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence.  From their callous hearts comes iniquity; the evil conceits of their mind know no limits.  They scoff and speak with malice; in their arrogance they threaten oppression.  Their mouths lay claim to heaven; and their tongues take possession of the earth.  Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance.  They say, ‘How can God know?  Does the most High have knowledge?’  This is what the wicked are like – always carefree, they increase in wealth” (Psalm 73:3-12, NIV).  Aren’t these observations by Asaph accurate concerning the prosperity of the wicked?  Have you observed the same about the wicked?  Then where did Asaph go wrong?  He allowed his observations to stir up a mindset of envy in him and so began to indulge in a self-pity party.  This led him to start entertaining thoughts that he had wasted his time being innocent and pure in heart.  It did lead him to decide that he was foolish being faithful to the Lord.  Thus he wrote, “Surely in vain I kept my heart pure; in vain I washed my hand in innocence.  All day long I have been plagued, I have been punished every morning” (Psalm 73:13-14, NIV).  And this led Asaph to start thinking, why not just take shortcuts to resolve life’s issues like any person?

· Whenever you start thinking of doing things like others, be careful because you are opening yourself up for temptations to devour you.  And honestly, you could easily fall into temptation if you do not catch yourself and refocus on God who is always good.  The temptation to envy can really make you do things like the wicked.  Always remember that temptation is not sin, it is the yielding to it that is sin.  And if you are not careful, you can easily destroy the faith of many others who are looking up to you when you succumb and yield to temptation.  Asaph not only nearly fell into temptation he came close to destroying the faith of many others.  Had he spoken from his envy he would have betrayed God’s people by sowing seed of doubt into many.  But thanks be to God it didn’t happen.  It was when Asaph went back to the house of God (the place for obtaining true wisdom) that he did recognize that God would ultimately punish the wicked appropriately.  You see, it is only in God’s house that you can see clearly by faith the eternal end of the wicked.  So don’t stop coming to the house of God for true wisdom.  Thus in our instructions of the past weeks in the house of God at Mt Traveler, we have been alluding to the fact that there are two groups of people on this earth.  Those who say to God, “Thy will be done” and those to whom God says, “Okay, have it your own way”.    The first group is those who submit to the perfect will of God and their ultimate place of residence in eternity is heaven with God; whereas the second group is those in God’s permissive will and their likely ultimate place of residence in eternity is hell, a place of total separation from God.  When you understand this truth, you will understand that the prosperity of the wicked is temporary.  Otherwise, you will never be able to reconcile why bad things happen to good people and why the wicked seem to have it so easy and good.

· However, once you understand that God will ultimately punish or reward each person appropriately and accordingly then you will realize that the prosperity of the wicked is only temporary.  Retribution as well as justice of God will both be experienced by the wicked and this is where the mystery of the prosperity of the wicked lies.  The wicked do not seem to be troubled now, but they will soon enough because their trouble will be with God.  So even if the wicked seem to have it all and easy too, in the end it is always better to be on the Lord’s side.  Psalm 37:16 says, “Better is the little of righteous than the abundance of many wicked”.

· Thus Asaph caught himself before he fell into temptation of envying the wicked by returning to a proper spiritual perspective.  First he acknowledged that in his time of doubt he was in pain and sour disposition.  He acknowledged he doubted God’s goodness and faithfulness as well as the way God governed man.  Then he admitted that he acted foolishly when his mind was harboring sinful thoughts.  You must realize that even the wisest and best men can become first class fools when their thoughts do not conform to God’s truth and teachings.  Then a light bulb came on for Asaph when we return to God’s house and His fundamental teachings.  Now listen to what he wrote after this later experience, “If I had said, ‘I will speak thus’, I would have betrayed your children.  When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the Sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.  Surely you place them on slippery ground; You cast them down to ruin.  How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terror! As a dream when one awakes so when you arise, O Lord, You will despise them as fantasies.  When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before You.  Yet I am always with You; You hold me by my right hand.  You guide me with Your counsel and afterward You will take me into glory” (Psalm 73:15-24, NIV).

· You know envy always leads to anger, and both will make you act foolish and sinful because in envy and anger you tend to desire to have it your own way.  It is only in the presence of God that you can come back in your right senses.  After Asaph returned to his right senses in the Sanctuary, he refocused on God not self.  Therefore I suggest that no matter how accurate you think your observations are concerning the prosperity of the wicked, stop the self pity-party and refocus on God so that you can return to your right senses.  Listen to Asaph when he refocused on God and returned to his right senses as he wrote, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And on earth nothing I desire besides You.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  Those who are far from You will perish; You destroy all who are unfaithful to You.  But as for me, it is good to be near God.  I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge, I will tell of all your deeds” (Psalm 73:25-28).  And I say Amen and Hallelujah to Asaph’s conclusion.  What about you? 

· Therefore I challenge you as follows:  What do you do when justice does not seem to come quickly enough to suit you?  When the wicked seem to live so well, so easy, so good and so wealthy, does it bother you?  When the righteous appears to suffer and lack the good things of this life, does it bother you or are you concerned?  The truth is that as you keep going to God’s house, keep going into His word, keep thinking of eternity and the end of all things, stop envying the wicked but patiently obey God faithfully, you will definitely reign with God some day.  But first things first.  First you must be in God and be in His family.  To become part of God’s household and family you must confess your sins, especially the sin of envy.  Then you must trust God for your salvation by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior because of His finished work of salvation on Calvary.  

· If you are here and desire to say yes to Jesus today, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but you allowed yourself to slip and strayed away from Him and today you desire to refocus on God and be faithful to Him, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the praise team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 

October 16, 2005


Repentance


Psalm 51:1-19
· The mystery of repentance lies in the fact that repentance is more than just what you do after you have done wrong.  It is more than saying, “I am sorry”.    And until we understand what true repentance is, we cannot abide in Christ and as such we would keep hurting one another by our behaviors and attitudes.  If saying, “I am sorry” is not repentance, what is it?  In a broad and appropriate sense repentance is a process of removing the obstacles that keep one from abiding in Christ.  Abiding in Christ is the process of continuously being in and enjoying the presence of God and Christ.  

· The obstacles that prevent one from being in and enjoying the presence of God are iniquities and transgressions.  So to abide in Christ requires a change of attitude of man by turning away from iniquities and transgressions, and turning towards and following God to be in His presence.  Repentance is the process that makes this change in attitude towards God possible.  When you read Psalm 80, verse 3, 7 and 19 you glean the idea that repentance is turning away from sin and turning towards God.  This is the sense in which the word repentance is used in the Old Testament.  In these verses phrases such as “turn us, O God “or “restore us, O God’ ... “that we may be saved” are used.  In the New Testament, however, the word repentance is used to indicate a radical revolutionary change in one’s thinking, resulting in a change of understanding of reality and a change in values, goals, purpose and relationships.

· Thus repentance is a revolutionary idea and process involving turning away from sin and turning towards God to abide in Christ.  In other words, repentance requires a paradigm shift from self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness, as well as from self-pleasing to God pleasing living.  In fact repentance is the first step in the process of falling in love with Jesus and remaining in love in order to be in and enjoy His presence by being faithful, loyal and obedient.  This is the very essence of what abiding in Christ is all about.

· Thus repentance is a prerequisite for salvation.  John the Baptist came and preached repentance for the forgiveness of sin (Mark 1:4).  Jesus followed by preaching repentance emphasizing that He did not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance (Luke 5:7) and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins be proclaimed in His name to all nations (Luke 24:47).  Then the apostles came after Christ to preach that repentance and forgiveness of sins are granted through Jesus who God had exalted to His right hand as Prince and savior (Acts 5:31).  And we observe throughout Scriptures that repentance always leads to salvation and that God is not willing for anyone to perish but that all should come to repentance through knowing the Truth. 

· John the Baptist preached saying, “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand’ (Matthew 3:2).  Jesus at His time began to preach, “Repent for the Kingdom of God is near” (Matthew 4:17). Paul the apostle, preached, “In the past God overlooked such ignorance but now He commands all people everywhere to repent”  (Acts 17:30).  And the resurrected and glorified Jesus Christ in Revelation instructed John to write to the seven churches several times in chapters 2 and 3 to “repent”.  

· Therefore, I submit to you today that repentance is a prerequisite for salvation as well as part of the gospel.  A gospel preached without demanding repentance is incomplete, ineffective in transforming people, impotent and a fallacy.  

· Repentance is not attrition which is a superficial and false repentance stemming from self-focused and self-centered ambition in order to protect one from punishment after being caught in wrong doing.  In such instances, the reason of attrition as repentance is done for fear of punishment or losing a blessing.  However, true repentance is not due to fear of retribution but because you have fallen in love with Jesus Christ and desire to abide in Him to be in and enjoy His very presence all the time.  This is the beauty, awesomeness and mystery of true repentance.  True repentance is called contrition.  It is characterized by deep, godly sorrow for having sinned against God and committing wickedness against man.  This kind of godly repentance can be read about in 2Corinthians 7:10-16, showing that it stems from godly sorrow and it leads to salvation and several other benefits.  You can also see this kind of repentance in the life of Job (Job 42:5-6) and the life of David (Psalm 51).  

· True repentance from a broken spirit and a contrite heart comes with godly sorrow and God will not despise it because He is pleased with such.   This kind of repentance could be observed in the life of the apostle Peter who denied Christ three times, and Luke 23:62 reports, “And he (Peter) went outside and wept bitterly” for having denied His Lord and savior.

· We can identify true repentance by the following characteristics:

· 1. It is a deep, godly sorrow for disappointing God by not abiding in His love. As such it makes one hates the specific sin(s) committed, and causes one to turn away from the sin(s) and turn towards God and His love.

· 2. It keeps you from blame shifting to actually accepting your responsibilities, admitting your sin(s) and turning away from such and turning towards God and His love.

· 3. It causes you to make a public confession of your sin(s) when it is biblically warranted.

· 4. It causes you to make restitution where possible.  If you had stolen someone’s money for instance, then you will see to it that it is restored.

· 5. It will make you become zealous in doing the exact opposite of the sin(s) you committed.  For example, Paul engaged in persecuting Christians who were preaching the Gospel and the resurrected Christ, but after the Damascus road experience, he became zealous in preaching the gospel and the resurrected Christ.  Unfortunately, the modern gospel preached in the evangelical Churches today is a gospel without demanding repentance.  It gives the people the impression that Jesus saves, but the Jesus is not Lord of your life and therefore you do not need to repent to anyone for anything.  In fact, it encourages people that you do not have to turn away from any of you sin(s) at all.  You can continue to indulge in sin and engage in sinful acts and at the same be assured that Jesus saves you because you have asked him to be your savior.  This kind of gospel unto salvation without repentance is a grand delusion and unrealistic.  It is the gospel made attractive to modern man who is allergic to repentance.  But I warn you this day that there is no salvation for you unless you repent.  Repentance is the process by which Jesus causes changes to be effective in people’s lives.  And if Mt Traveler is to cause changes in people’s lives as part of its ministry, it must engage in the ministry of calling people to repentance.  Their repentance will then cause them to become zealous in doing the exact opposite of the sin(s) they had repented of.

· 6. True repentance is not man-made or man created.  It is the fruit of regeneration and not the cause of it.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the individual sinner.  True repentance cannot therefore be faked.

· 7. True repentance would always result in the remission or forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).  For without true repentance, there can never be any forgiveness of sin(s).  And without the forgiveness of sin(s), there can never be a love relationship existing between you and the Lord God Almighty.  Therefore it will be impossible for you to abide in Christ and His love.  Consequently, you will never experience continuous peace (rest) and joy.

· Do you lack true peace and joy?  Perhaps there are things or something you have not truly repented of.  Now let us refocus on our text for today, Psalm 51 and examine how David truly repented.  
· The text indicate that first, David asked for Mercy and cleansing from his iniquity and transgression (vv.1-2).
· Then he acknowledged the very sin he had committed without blame shifting (vv. 3-5).
· Thirdly, he acknowledged the Truth (the word of God) to cleanse him from the inside out (vv. 7-9).
· Fourthly, he asked God for a pure heart and to renew a right (steadfast) spirit in him to keep him in God’s presence continuously.  This is because in God’s presence there is always love, peace and joy (vv. 10-12).
· The final step David took that we can emulate is that true repentance gives you a testimony that will cause sinners to repent and be saved, and gives you the ability to become a true worshipper (vv. 13-19).
· Therefore the challenge today is that if you have not made Jesus the Lord of your life, you need to repent now.  And this is the main mystery about repentance, that it can become a reality only when you allow Jesus to be the Lord of your life.  Otherwise, you will be fooling yourself that you are saved.  Repentance is a very essential step in the process of falling in love with Jesus.  Do you truly know what it is to really fall in love with Jesus and dwell in His very presence all the time?  If not we invite you to repent.  If this Church is to experience Christ very presence all the time, we need to repent of the things that are hindering Him from making His presence truly felt among us.  It is a different invitation we are given today.  If there is anything in your life that is hindering you from truly falling in love with Jesus, I ask you to repent of it now as the choir leads us in a song.  

· If you are here and desire to repent and ask Jesus to be you Lord and savior for the first time why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to repent today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience God’s presence continuously by abiding in Christ and His love, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you repent of your sin(s) and pray to ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
October 23, 2005



Forgiveness


Psalm 32:1-11
· This is the second to the last of the mysteries in Christianity that we would be considering.  Forgiveness always comes after true repentance, which we defined on last Sunday as contrition.  True repentance usually stems out of a broken spirit and a contrite heart.  The mystery of forgiveness is that it restores a broken relationship between the forgiven and the forgiver.  Forgiveness is a key ingredient in the growth of relationships, whether there are vertical or horizontal relationships.  The vertical relationship is that between God and man, and the horizontal relationship is that between man and man.

· Forgiveness is very important in building relationships that the Bible speaks about everyone needing forgiveness as well as every person needing to forgive.  No man is perfect.  In fact every person has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness as well as forgiveness from fellow men.  The scriptures declare, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

· Jesus in teaching His disciples how to pray inserted a portion on forgiveness.  Listen to what Jesus said to His disciples, “Forgive us our debts, as we have also forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).  This is to imply that forgiveness is a necessary part of life and not an option.  Then Jesus added at the end of that prayer pattern He taught His disciples saying, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive you your sins” (Matthew 6:14-15).  What a profound and strong statements these are!  And the implications are very obvious that to be forgiven by God for your sins requires that you must be apt and willing to forgive your offenders first.  Not only should we be willing to forgive others but also to receive forgiveness from others.

· John 1:8 says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us”.  Therefore, I submit to you this afternoon that if we at Mt Traveler are to be forgiven of God and move forward to where God would want us to be, we must forgive our offenders, whether here at Mt Traveler or elsewhere.  This is the starting point for building strong relationships that would last and would change lives, connect people and create friendship and favor with God and man.  And the mystery and beauty of offering and receiving forgiveness is that everyone is involved, and the end results are beautiful relationships established because when you forgive others and God forgives you and you receive forgiveness from others, the fruits are eternal love, peace and joy.  In other words you are blessed when forgiveness is offered and received.  You are also blessed because your conscience becomes clear and free of any guilt.  The fact is that a clear conscience and freedom from any weight of guilt always catapults you to soar as high as an eagle in your Christian walk, fellowship with others and friendship and love with God and man.

· Another fact of life is that the psychologist, Sigmund Freud accurately determined that the main sources of all humanity’s woes are feelings of guilt.  Even though he came to this profound truth, unfortunately he didn’t know what to do with it.  And today, this generation is encouraged by pop psychologists to forget about feelings of guilt and just “feel good about ourselves” and do away with the troubling guilt that this generation faces and has.  What a heresy! And what a fallacy!  It is actually diabolical!  The fact and the truth is that if we face our guilty feelings squarely and act appropriately by seeking forgiveness or offer forgiveness, relationships will be restored, and we will gain love, peace, joy and general well being.

· However, if we ignore the guilt feelings, then we will be trekking on slippery way that seems right unto man but the end thereof is the way of destruction.  No wonder our whole society is full of destructive behaviors.  Nations are at war with each other, family members are at war with each other, and church folks attend the same worship services yet never speak to each other out of love. We have failed to forgive or receive forgiveness so the burdens of our sins, iniquities as well as transgression, are weighing heavily on our hearts causing us frustrations and inability to function properly.

· The Bible teaches that we must face our sins and guilt feelings squarely and deal with such.  Only then can we enjoy the peace that the world much craves for so badly.   Yes, it could be frightening and painful to face your sins, yet you will never receive healing unless you do. Otherwise, our guilty feelings will continue to torment us and wreak havoc on our lives until we have learned to forgive and receive forgiveness for our sins.  The key thing to do is not to ignore our guilt feelings or try to gloss over it because of pride, but to face it so as to forgive others and also receive forgiveness from others and God, through the blood of Jesus and enjoy inner peace, Amen!  For if we say we have not sinned, we make God a liar and His word has no place in our lives (1John 1:10).  And if we claim we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (1John 1:5-9).  This is why it is so important to forgive and receive forgiveness.

· As we said earlier on, forgiveness is key to any relationship whether vertically or horizontally and therefore we cannot afford to ignore the guilty feelings in our conscious minds.  David could not do that and this is why he repented the way he did as we considered last Sunday.  Now when David received his forgiveness after that repentance he realized that anyone who is forgiven is blessed!

· Thus in our text for the day, David exclaimed with excitement to begin Psalm 32 saying, “Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man (or woman as a matter of fact) whose sin the Lord does not count against and in whose spirit is not deceit” (Psalm 32:1-2).  This exclamation springs from the fervent affection of the Psalmist’s heart as well as serious consideration from one who has experienced the sorrow and pains of guilt of sin and his concealed sin that was not forgiven.  Do you recall what proverbs 28:13-14 says?  It states, “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them (which is true repentance) finds mercy.  Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord, but he who hardens his heart falls in trouble”.

· However, psychologists and the whole world system have turned their thoughts from God’s judgment and covered themselves with fatal forgetfulness while intoxicating themselves with deceitful pleasures.  Therefore anyone who has been rudely awakened and stricken by God’s wrath and has experienced His mercy would certainly agree with David that blessed is the man whose sin is forgiven because he has been reconciled to God.  But then, first one has to admit his rottenness due to sin and acknowledge his sin and confess such to be forgiven.

· Listen to what David wrote, “When I kept silent (talking about his sin) my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.  Then I acknowledged my sin to You and did not cover my iniquity.  I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ – and You forgave the guilt of my sin” (Psalm 32:3-5).  Do you know why you sometimes just lack energy?  Perhaps it could be due to lack of forgiving someone or receiving forgiveness.  Have you ever tried to hide from your sin and guilt, or cover your sin?  If you did, how did it feel? Perhaps awful and got more worried, troubled and weary in your spirit ultimately affecting your physical strength.  You know what?  That was the heavy hand of the Lord’s conviction.  And if you did confess and repent at such times, how did it feel?  Awesome, I am sure and it did feel and appear like a heavy load had been lifted off your heart.  Now, this is exactly how David felt.  Then he resorted to giving counsel to everyone who is godly.  Again, listen to what David wrote, “Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to You (God) while You may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him” Psalm 32:6).  Then David added, “You are my hiding place; You will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance” (Psalm 32:7).  Have you ever busted in songs of deliverance that came to you after being in the presence of the God and having been renewed through repentance and forgiveness?  It is usually an awesome experience and a big relief.  David continued with his counsel, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.  Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.  Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts Him.  Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart” (Psalm 32:8-9).  Here David applies his experience to give godly people counsel.  One key thing he pointed out is that stubbornness robs one of the peace and joy of forgiving and receiving forgiveness.  He asserts that we are not to be like the horse or mule, which has no understanding.  The mule can be very stubborn.  It will not bulge once it is set on its ways.  Bits and bridles have to be placed on mules and horses to control them.  You do not ever want the heavy hand of the Lord to bring you under control!  For it is a fearful thing to fall in the hands of God in His wrath because He is a consuming fire. But if you humble yourself, and be willing to forgive and receive forgiveness then you will discover the Lord is a hiding place for the righteous and He will protect you from trouble and surround you with songs of deliverance.   Amen? Amen? And Amen?

· Have you been blessed?  Then we are going to make a different kind of altar call today.  If you are here and you know you need to receive forgiveness or offer forgiveness why don’t you make a move to the person or persons now and be reconciled so that God will forgive you.  If Mt Traveler is to move forward, God is speaking within my spirit that we need to do this quickly.  It seems there are some of us that are still holding grudges with each other over trivial matters.  We need to settle that quickly.  Usually the people you love the most are the people you offend and hurt the most.  So let us get this done quickly.  Move quickly to whomever you need to settle matters with.  Let us go ahead into the isle or wherever and assure each other of forgiveness and receive forgiveness from each other.  Let the Lord break any barrier that exists between you and another believer.  If the brother or sister is not in Church here right now pray for forgiveness and pray to forgive them.  We must do this so that the Church can move forward. I feel within my spirit that what had held us back at Mt Traveler from moving forward to the next level in our spirituality is failure to forgive and receive forgiveness.  There is healing in forgiveness and this is the mystery of forgiveness.

· If I have been the problem, walk to me and let us be reconciled.  We all need to do this and solemnly, so the Choir is not going to lead us in a closing hymn.  If I have offended you as Pastor I need to know so we can settle our differences.  Upfront I ask for forgiveness if I have stepped on your toes unawares in the cause of trying to fulfill my responsibility as pastor.  I want to assure you I am an open-minded individual and shepherd that just desire to do right and please God, even if it may hurt your feelings.  The word of God is sharper than any double-edged sword, but as it cuts it also heals at the same time.   So always look forward to the healing rather than the wounds that my preaching will create.  Amen?  Amen? Amen!

· Let us come forward for prayers.  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you do what we have just done, then write at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org and tell us what mystery of forgiveness you discovered? 

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
October 30, 2005


Restoration

Jeremiah 15:18-20; Acts 1:6-8
· Restoration is the last mystery in Christianity that we shall be considering in our series of sermons on the mysteries in Christianity.  What a fitting topic, restoration, to end this wonderful series of sermons!  The mystery of restoration is that God restores us so that we can worship faithfully and serve fruitfully.  

· After we have experienced the rottenness of our sinfulness, repented of our sins and are forgiven, God ultimately restores us to fulfill the true purpose for which He created us: to worship and serve Him.  Do you recall the story of the prodigal son in Luke chapter 15?  Allow me to refresh your memory.  After this fellow decided to take the portion of inheritance that belonged to him, he set off and went to a far distant country and spent all he had on wild living.  Perhaps he spent it on harlots, drugs and gambling, just like the average American, especially the African American males who squander their lives on drugs, alcohol, promiscuity and gambling.  This young prodigal son finally got broke, lost all his so-called friends and reached rock bottom.  He looked for food to eat but found none because he had spent everything and a severe famine was in the whole country.  He began to be in need and finally got hired to feed pigs for a citizen in that far country.  He even longed to fill his stomach with what the pigs were eating but no one gave him anything.  Do you know how dirty pigs are?  In fact it was and is a taboo for a Jew to eat pork talk less of hanging around them and desiring their feed.  The prodigal son definitely hit rock bottom.

· However, each time you hit rock bottom there is help on the way if only you have the faith to return to your original status.  The good thing in hitting rock bottom is that it makes one return to his good old senses.  In your right senses you are apt to reason with God and discover that He is abundantly willing and merciful to pardon if you would repent.  Isaiah 1:18-20 says, “Come now, let us reason together says the Lord.  Though your sins are like scarlet they shall be as white as snow, though they are red as crimson they shall be white as wool.  If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land, but if you resist and rebel you will be devoured by the sword.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken”. 

· Each time you take a moment to reason with the Lord, it will bring back your good right senses.  The prodigal son came back to his good senses and said, “How many of father’s hired men (servants) have enough to eat and spare and yet I am here starving to death!  I will set off and go back to my father and say to him: Father I have sin against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.  So he got up and went to his father” (Luke 15:17-20).  You see, good senses will always lead you to taking appropriate actions.  And so the prodigal son came to his father and did exactly as he had reasoned in his good senses.  His father welcomed him and restored him to his original status as his son.  In fact the father also threw a big party on his behalf saying, “For this son of mine was dead and is alive, he was lost and is found.  So they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:24).  So I tell you the truth, there is always great joy in heaven over one soul that repents.

· The prodigal son repented and was forgiven and restored to his original status so that he can serve his father again.  The mystery of restoration is that God restores us so that we can again resume worshipping and serving Him.  This is the very purpose for restoration!  Let me submit to you that every one was created for the purpose of worshipping and serving God.  But so often we lose our focus, wonder a way from the very purpose for which God created us.  Then we get into real deep trouble.  If we reason with God and repent, He forgives and get restores to resume fulfilling our dual purpose of worshipping and serving Him for this is what pleases Him.  Otherwise we suffer the consequences of our disobedience.

· Thus our Old Testament text for the day reads, “Why is my pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable?  Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that fails?  Therefore this is what the Lord says ‘If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve Me; if you utter worthy, not worthless words, you will be my spokesman.  Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them.  I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze, they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I AM with you to rescue and save you’, declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 15:18-20).  Have you ever wonder why at times your pains are unending and your wounds appear to be grievous and incurable?  Perhaps you need to reason with the Lord and repent so that He can restore you. After you are restored, you must understand that you need to be serving Him by being His spokesman declaring worthy not worthless things.  In other words, when He restores you, worship and serve Him because He is worthy.  If you do so, you will discover God’s peace that passes all understanding and His joy that is unspeakable full of glory.  Your enemies may even fight very hard against you but they will not overcome you because you have the Lord’s protection.

· The New Testament’s text for the day reflected the concerns of the disciples as they wondered whether all hopes had been lost or is Jesus going to restore the kingdom to Israel.  You see, they were mistaken here because the kingdom that Jesus came to establish is not of this world.  Do you recall what Jesus’ message was when He began to preach?  It was, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 4:17).  Prior to Him, John the Baptist came preaching the same message, “Repent for the kingdom of God is near” (Matthew 3:2).  We should never forget that the focus for our purpose is to proclaim and build the kingdom that Christ came to establish through our worship and serving God.  So often we humans forget this two-fold purpose (worship and serving) and focus on wrong things.  Thus our New Testament text for the day reads, “So when they met together, they asked Him (Jesus), ‘Lord are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’” (Acts 1:6-8).

· Jesus is not concerned about the things we worry about.  He is concerned about kingdom building which we can do through our worship and serving Him faithfully.  He does not in any way require us to serve unequipped.  So, He gives us the Holy Spirit to empower us for worship and serve Him through our witness.  The beauty and mystery of restoration for believers is that when God restores you to your original status, he endows you with the Holy Spirit, the power from on High to enable you to be a faithful servant in witnessing for Him and worshipping Him.  And your own witnessing starts from your own Jerusalem before it can effectively spread to your Judea, Samaria and the rest of the world.  Your own Jerusalem is where you live, starting with your relatives, friends, associates and neighbors.

· As we close this wonderful worship experience, I want to challenge you today.  Have you been restored into full fellowship with God that you can say, without a shadow of a doubt, you are now faithfully worshipping and serving Him?  Or are you still at your rock bottom?  If your answer is yes to the first question then to God be glory because you are participating in kingdom building.  However if your answer is yes to the latter question, then you need to repent, receive forgiveness and be restored to faithfully worship and serve God.
· Therefore if you are here and want to reason with the Lord today so that He can wipe away your sins and transform you into a new creature, you need to confess your sins, repent of them and say yes to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  If you desire to do so we invite you to come now and be restored into the family of God.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and for some strange reasons you strayed away from Him, but now you desire to be restored into full fellowship with Him today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your worship and to serve God faithfully, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us how God has restored you at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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