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Jesus did Not Bypass Calvary
Matthew 4:1-11

(By Rev. C. M. Wooley)

· Jesus was tempted to bypass Calvary.  But thank God He did not as a result we have eternal life if we believe in Him.

· The first question a lot of people ask – is why would the Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted?  This question is central to the experience of the Christ and marks the end of a parallel spiritual journey for God via His Son.  And as with many things central to life, we have to look back in order to move forward … (Hold that thought).

· First, let us focus on the word, temptation. You know temptation!  In Genesis the second chapter, God had instituted marriage.  And guess what happened next in the garden – that’s right – temptation, allurement, seduction, leading astray, hooked, enticement, influence, bait, come on = Temptation, the act of influencing by exciting hope or desire… that feeling that accompanies an unsatisfied state, something that you know you should avoid, will weaken you/me to do evil… or a test!!

· Now Matthew 4:1 brings up a key word – wilderness!  It reads, “Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil” (KJV).  Nothing good, grand or easy is conjured up when you hear the word, “wilderness”.  That was the experience of Israel who God called in Exodus 4:22 and then said to Pharaoh – “Israel is my firstborn son” and this is the backward look, the parallel formula – proclamation - water experience – disobedience - wilderness and temptation

· Temptation/test requires strange preparation.  Strange? Yes!  Fast for forty days and forty nights – the Bible doesn’t say it, but when we see Jesus, going off alone, he was found praying and I have come to believe that while he was fasting he was also praying.  You see Adam and Eve failed the test, Israel failed the test, Moses failed the test, king David failed the test, but Jesus… for hope, for humanity and heaven prepared strangely and did not fail the test.

· “And when he had fasted for forty days and forty nights, He was afterwards hungry” (Mat. 4:2, KJV).  He hungered… You know hunger…  

· For what we need daily, Mat. 4:3 reads, “And when the tempter came to him, he said, ‘If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (KJV).  You know food… “Oprah’s biggest challenge” … But we are talking hunger.  How many days have you ever gone without food or fasted?  Now it is important to keep the title right – and when the tempter = Devil.

· Now for test #1 –food.  Thanksgiving is coming; food channel… feed the hungry.  And in the weak state of hunger, the devil challenges a recent assertion by God in Mat 3:17 , “this My Son in whom I am well pleased”.   Was the devil listening, watching and waiting for the opportune time for his opening?  Perhaps like the case of Job… He was coming to and fro seeking whom he will devour and destroy.  I mean he has a very successful track record.  Can’t you hear him saying, hummmm so this fellow is Your Son, OK… Jesus if… a challenge to who and what you are, your very essence!  When challenged as to who, what and why you are, you need to know what Jesus what Jesus knew…  As such in Mat 4:4 Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, “But He answered and said, ‘It is written, man shall not live on bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (KJV).  Don’t be fooled, evil people know scriptures but from a parrot’s state… 

· Well, that first test did not work… so the devil decided to test Him with mankind’s other great desire… How about power!!!  Power to manipulate God… “Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy city, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, ‘If thou are the Son of God, cast thyself down for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning thee; and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God” (Mat 4:5-7, KJV).  Again, devils have always used scriptures to manipulate people.  Scripture was used to justify the crusaders… slavery… segregation, and now private schools for academics… and full circle to politics.  In this second test, the devil fails again… Did he give up? No!  Now he goes for the home run…

· Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them. And aith unto him, ‘All things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me’.  The saith Jesus unto him, “Get thee hence, Satan for it is written, Thou shall worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou serve’ (Mat. 4:8-10, KJV).   The idea is the devil promised Jesus saying, “I will give you all the world and its riches!”  In other words, the devil/Satan is the originator and sustainer of the “name it and claim it” – A prosperity religion which is a religion of not the devil in his role as tempter, but also his role as Satan, the adversary… So foolish, unlearned people are throwing all they have and could hope to be… So much so that “bling, bling” gets in their eyes, and they make a movie advertising a lost soul, with a gun in one hand and mike in the other – with the title get Jesus or go to hell… or maybe he and those who follow this bottomless pit lifestyle, like M. C. hammer … singing can’t touch this, 10 mm mansion, rolls, bent, Benz… can’t touch this…  Well, you see these turkeys are not rich, just in debt… and the judge in bankruptcy court says yes I can touch this…

· Now back to Scripture…  What was the purpose of all these temptations?  What was the meaning to you and me?  It was to say to Christ… listen you can bypass Calvary – with all the shame – pain and sorrow – bypass Calvary and join me, and everything anyone could ever want in this earth is yours:

· 1. Eat the food, eat… eat… eat.

· 2. Manipulate God, singing I need an angel… No you need Jesus… Manipulate God with prayer clothes, speaking in tongues…

· 3. Name it and claim it: wealth, riches, power, bling, bling…  

· But I heard that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof…  Don’t fall for the devil’s temptation or join Satan and become an adversary.
· Look back – Israel – Red Sea – Wilderness – temptation – Water – Rock – Golden Calf.   Now Jesus at Jordan –wilderness –tempted with food, power and wealth, but He said, ‘No’.  Then he set His face toward Jerusalem saying, ‘No, I won’t bypass Calvary’.  Jesus knew if He bypassed Calvary, someone will be crying in the midnight hour… Someone needs to know, I will never marry as mankind does… I went to another man’s wedding feast and changed water to wine, told the woman at the well if you knew…  In the Upper Room – take eat this is my body… Yes, I am the Bread of life!

· Jesus did not bypass Calvary.  Jesus… born in a borrowed cradle, rode on a borrowed donkey… instituted the Lord’s Supper in a borrowed room… Buried in a borrowed tomb, but…But Satan, be not deceived, God …  For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God…  We were born in sin and shape in iniquity.  Bound up, tied up, chained up in sin.  He did not bypass Calvary that we would be set free…  Shouldn’t we be thankful that He did not bypass Calvary?

· Now, you have this opportunity again to be reconciled to Him by confessing your sin and accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come and do so right now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

THANKSGIVING 

November 13, 2005


For The Gift of Life

Luke 12:15-34
· In the next three weeks in November 2005, we shall focus our sermons on Thanksgiving.  This is not to say that it is only in November that we are to think about thanksgivings.  In fact everyday ought to be a day of thanksgivings.  The three sermons God had lead on my heart for the remaining three weeks 2005 will center on the theme of Thanksgiving.  The first of these sermons is the theme for today’s message: Thanksgiving – For The Gift of Life. The other two sermons will be entitled: 
· 1. Thanksgiving: For Salvation 
· 2. Thanksgiving: For Relations 
· These three mini-sermon series should give us causes to be thankful everyday and thereby live wisely to please God.  Let me ask a question to start on the first sermon:  What is life and why is it a gift?  Life is your soul, the breathe of God in you.  Life does not consist of the abundance of things that you possess.  Life is not covetousness either.  Life is more than meat or food.  It is having faith in God and seeking first His kingdom and its righteousness.  Life is also being a servant waiting faithfully for the bridegroom to arrive.  Life must therefore center on and around the Son of God and the kingdom He has established.

· Therefore I submit to you that the way you perceive life will make you act foolishly or wisely.  If you perceive live as a gift from god, you will act wisely and live to please Him.  Otherwise, you will act foolishly and living to please no one but self.

· Thanksgiving is an attribute that indicates an attitude of gratitude.  Since life is the breathe of God in you, it is a gift of God to you.  God gave you the gift of life free of charge.  Don’t you think it is mere courtesy to be grateful for such an excellent gift that costs you nothing?  There is no one that can ever buy life.  Also, no one can prolong or add one day to his life, unless God permits it.  A case in point is Hezekiah who prayed and God added 15 years to his life.  So you see life is a gift from God!

· If life is gift from God, what do you do with it?  Do you sit around and complain about it?  Or do you go around and boast about it like you own it? Or do you think it is your own life and you will live it the way you want to? Whatever your respond, I want to submit to you that life is a gift from God and each person ought to be grateful and thankful for each day that God gives you.  Your gratitude to God for the gift of life will ensure that you life your life to please Him.  And of course that will put a smile to God’s face and in turn you will find favor before Him as well as before men.

· A life of gratitude always finds favor with God and man.  On the other hand a life full of itself and pride always leads to a path that seems right unto man but the end of it is the way of destruction.  A life of gratitude will always lead to a productive life.  However, a productive life that fails to acknowledge God and is never grateful to God for the gift of life will always act foolishly. 

· Thus in the text for the day, the hardworking farmer whose land was very productively, and who had a vision to build more storage space for his produce was called a fool by God.  Why did God refer to him as a fool?  This is because he was all about I, me and myself – he was selfish in his plans and not for once grateful to God for his prosperity.  There was no indication of him expressing gratitude to God for the gift of life for him or the productivity of his land.  Neither was there any indication that he stopped for a moment to think about others around him who are less fortunate.  Recall that Jesus once said, as long as you live the poor shall be with you.  The implication is obvious:  that when God blesses us it is for the purpose of being a channel of blessings to the less fortunate ones around you.  God blesses you so that you can bless other with such blessings that you received from God.

· Yes, life is a gift from God.  Its experiences are a gift too, so that we can refocus on the giver of life and be grateful.  Being covetous will always make one envious of others and never have room in the heart to be thankful to God for the gift of life.

· Thus in our text for the day, Jesus spoke warning, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed (or covetousness); a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15).  Life is a gift from God not what you possess.  Then Jesus told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods’. And I'll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry'.  But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God" (Luke 12:16-21). 

· Why did God call this man who apparently planning his life very well by every standards?  It is because he failed to acknowledge God in all his plans.  He was all wrapped up into himself just like individuals of the attitude of I, me, and myself generation of our times.  He forgot to be thankful to God for blessing his land to produce a great harvest.  He also forgot to see that the great harvest was a blessing from God so that he can become a channel of blessings to the poor around him.  I urge you not to be fools by the way you perceive life and act ugly towards God and man with the stinginess of the blessings God has bestowed on you.  I urge you also to trust the Lord thy God with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.  I also urge you to learn to appreciate God’s love, provision for you and especially be thankful for the gift of life.  Be generous to those who lack the basic needs of life so that you can begin storing your treasures in heaven.  Wise men and women store up their treasure in heaven through their tithes, offering and generosity to the poor.

· Jesus the addressed his followers specifically not to worry about anything.  Paul also addressed the same issue when he addressed the Christians in Philippi saying, “Be anxious about nothing.  But by prayers and supplications with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God and the peace of God which passes all understanding will rule in your hearts and mind” (Philippians 4:4-7).  Thus our text for the day continued, “Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear.  Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?   Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?   Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!  And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:22-34).

· You see, when you worry it reduces your effectiveness in prayers, causes you to focus on I, me and myself and you cease to be grateful to God or thankful and become insensitive to the needs of the under-privileged and less fortunate, poor and destitute people around you.  Worry cripples one and subjects one to life with plans that exclude God.  But I urge you to include God in your life because He is your life.  Be thankful everyday to God for the gift of life and you will become a wise man that will include God in your life’s plans.  You start to include God in your life when you invite Jesus Christ to become your Lord and savior. 

· If you are here and desire to say yes to Jesus today, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but strayed away from Him and today you desire to refocus on God and be faithful to Him by being thankful to God for the gift of life and considerate to the less fortunate, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the praise team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

THANKSGIVING 

November 20, 2005


For Salvation


1Peter 2:7-10
· Thanksgiving is an attribute of the attitude of gratitude.  Thanksgiving is offered whenever you get a gift in order to express an attitude of gratitude.  A heart with the attitude of gratitude for a gift received always values the gift.  A gift on the other hand that is not received with a heart of gratitude is seldom valued.

· Although a very expensive gift, salvation is a free gift from God to you.  Salvation cost God His one and only begotten son.  His son had to die so that you and I can have salvation full and free.  Salvation is the free gift of eternal life.  “For God so love the world that He gave His one and only begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Salvation is a free gift coming from agape love of the Father.  Such a gift ought to command respect to be received with an attitude of gratitude culminating in thanksgiving.

· A gift that is received without appreciation or gratitude is seldom valued and/or utilized fully.  Salvation is a gift that has to be received with a heart of gratitude to be appreciated and/or fully experience its magnitude.  For by grace are you saved through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

· Salvation cannot be bought; neither can you work for it.  It is free; but after you are saved you become a new creature unto good works for rewards.  You work for rewards; not for salvation.  The gift of salvation is free and only received by faith.  When you receive the gift of salvation, several benefits come along with this gift package.  And until this gift of salvation is received with the attitude of gratitude, unwrapped and utilized, its benefits cannot be fully known and/or enjoyed.

· Most people reject the free gift of salvation by rejecting Jesus Christ, the cornerstone of this free gift.  Thus our text for today began, “Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone’ and ‘a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that make them fall’.  They stumble because disobeyed the message – which is also what they were destined for (1Peter 2:7-8).  Rejecting Jesus Christ leads to condemnation even though God’s intention for sending His son Jesus is not to condemn the world.  “For God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:17-18).

· However, those who believe in Christ, accepting the free gift of God with an attitude of gratitude and are thankful, enter into a special group of people that have a special relationship with God.  Thus our text for the day continued, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God, once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1Peter 2:9-10).

· Therefore I submit to you that accepting Jesus, the gift of God for salvation with thanksgiving places you into a group of elite people.  And as long as you continuously declare His praises and are thankful for this gift of salvation, you will bring a smile on God’s face.  Do you desire to accept this free gift of God with an attitude of gratitude so as to please God?  Then accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  If you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him with a heart full of the attitude of gratitude, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior with an attitude of gratitude, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

THANKSGIVING 

November 27, 2005


For Relations


Colossians 1:3-14
· Thanksgiving is an attribute of the attitude of gratitude.  This Sunday our focus is on Thanksgiving for relations.  Let me start by asking how many of you are parents?  How many of you are children?  Who is a grandparent and who is a grandchild?  And how many of us have teachers, neighbors, associates, friends and relatives?  I guess you have gotten the pattern I am trying to establish.  Well, you can see we all have relations.  God established relationships for us to enjoy them.  Relationships are free gifts from God to us and we must receive them with thanksgiving. 

· In the Church God have also established relationships so as to keep things decently and in order.  There are pastors to shepherd God’s flock.  The deacons serve as helpers to the pastors or preachers who are to focus on the preaching of the word and not distracted by unnecessary burdens of church work.  Deacons are not to rule over the pastor.  Deacons are to assist the pastor to lead the congregation.  The relationship is not competitive but compatriots of the kingdom of heaven.  The coordinators or leaders of all ministries in the Church are fellow servants with the pastor, and so they cannot isolate themselves from the leadership of the pastor, and have to be careful not to mislead any Church member to be disloyal to the pastor.  The congregation and the members of the different ministries must respect their leaders who are the servants of the Most High God and be thankful for them.  Likewise leaders must in turn respect the congregation or members of the various ministries and be thankful.

· Relationships are created or given freely to us by God and since God is love, the key ingredient in true and sincere relationships is love.  People who are always looking for ways to cause division, disunity, discord, and confusion to break relationships do not know God and so do not have agape love.  Such people have an attitude of disgust, ingratitude, and a spirit of hatred.  All they enjoy is to cause division between pastors and deacons or between deacons and leaders of ministries, or between the congregation and the pastors, or between the members of the various Church ministries and their leaders.

· The other ingredients for healthy relationships apart from love include faith, hope, trust, truth, forgiveness and prayers. Usually faith leads to hope, truth develops trust, forgiveness ensures reconciliation and prayers connects people to have both healthy vertical (man to God) and horizontal (man to man) relationships.  Therefore I submit to you that without these seven (complete) ingredients that contribute to the growth of healthy relationships, no lasting relationships will exist.  God freely gives these ingredients for healthy relationships to us and we must be thankful.   Otherwise we must have hearts of ingratitude.

· If Mt Traveler is to please God as a Church, we must learn to be thankful for the relationships God has established in this local body of Christ.  Secondly, we must employ the seven or complete ingredients for building lasting relationships.  Again, these ingredients are love, faith, hope, truth, trust, forgiveness and prayers.  If we fail to employ these ingredients, our relationships will only be transient and without an attitude of gratitude or thankfulness. 

· Thus our text for the day begins, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all saints – the faith and love that spring fro the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come to you.  All over the world this gospel is producing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all truth.  You learned it from Epaphras, our fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the Spirit” (Colossians 1:3-8)

· Therefore, I submit to you that if Mt Traveler is to grow in healthy relationships, we must learn from this Church at Colosse.  Paul, the founder of this Church was always giving thanks for this Church.  Why?  This is because it had faith, love, hope and knowledge of the truth.  It also had faithful servants and it was prayerful.   I therefore urge Mt Traveler to emulate this Church and be thankful to God for the relationships He has given us in Him.  We need to pray for each other all the time that we remain faithful and true in our relationship with God and one another by being obedient to His word of truth.  If the truth is in us, then there will be no suspicions of each other but a perfect relation that pleases God.

· Thus our text for the day continued, “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in everything: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light” (Colossians 1:9-13).  Our relationships in Mt Traveler are because of our knowledge of God through Jesus Christ.  The knowledge of His will provides us with wisdom and understanding of the word of truth that enhances our relationships.  As we live in this spiritual relationship and trust, together with prayers because we know we have been forgiven, it pleases God.  And as we please God, our lives are rewarded with joy because we exercise endurance and patience with each other in the relationship.  Then we ought to give thanks to the Father because it is only Him that qualifies us to be part of the kingdom of light.

· All relationships in Christ are established when we are rescued from the dominion of darkness into the kingdom of God’s son by the love of God through which we have redemption and the forgiveness of our sins.  Thus our text for the day concludes, “For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).  Ought we to not be thankful to God that our relationships begin with God forgiving us our sins when we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and savior for our redemption?  
· Therefore if you are here and want to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, we invite you to come now and be restored into the family of God.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and for some strange reasons you strayed away from Him, but now you desire to be restored into a health relationship Him and other believers, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your worship and to serve God faithfully in a healthy relationship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us, how God has restored you into healthy relationships, at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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