Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

FAVOR 
May 1, 2005: 


Favor From God


(Genesis 6)

· One of the tenets for Mt Traveler’s mission is to create friendship and favor with God and man.  Our focus for the next few weeks will be on the word “favor”.  What is favor?  Who needs favor?  How do you get favor and to who is it available?  These and many other questions we shall attempt to address in regards to favor in next few Sundays of May 2005.  So we invite you to be present and ask you to invite others to come and hear God address Mt. Traveler on the subject of favor.

· Favor is an offer made to you that you do not deserve.  Favor is a synonym for grace.  It is important then to recognize that we as human beings do not deserve any favor from God.  Man has and will be ever rebellious against God, constantly disobeying the law of God.  Whereas the word of God has clearly and plainly stated that the wages of sin is death and that all men has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  

· You see when man was created, God created him in His own image.  Man was without sin and was in constant fellowship with God.  Until the time man rebelled against God and sinned against Him.  Before man sinned, he was to live eternally.  But that changed after the fall of man.  Death has come upon all men because of sin.  The creation story is explicit on how man deviated from God and His standards.  In fact sin has continued to multiply since the fall of man.  It also apparent that the more the population of man increased the more sin multiplies.  If this is the state of man, I raise my case the way that seems good to man is the way of destruction.  And I am confident that you will agree with me that violence appears o be increase all because of man’s sinfulness.  And if this is the case every body stands in the need of God’s favor.  But does everyone receive that favor from God?  The text of the day is explicit about it.  No, not everyone has found nor does enjoy the favor from God.  There are four groups of things in this text influencing (or in relationship to) favor from God.

· Population explosion and increased lust by the children of God (vv. 1-4). When physical appearances become our primary concern as children of God in search of spouses, we displease God.  Don’t marry anyone for the sake of just personal appearance.  Recall man look on the outward appearance but God looks on the heart.  The book of Proverbs will also warn that beauty is vanity, but a woman or man who fears the Lord is to be praised.  Because of our much emphasis on beauty, many have married the wrong persons.  Actually, they have married those who are not children of God to the displeasure of the Lord and consequently God has reduced the lifespan of man.  At the time of Noah, human lifespan had been reduced to 120 years.  By the time you get to Psalms 90:10 it has been reduced to 70 or eighty; but full of trouble and sorrow.  Ps. 90:12 then says teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  Why so that we make wise choices from wise behavior.  This leads to the second influencing thing in relation to favor from God.

· Increase wickedness and continual inclination of evil thoughts in the heart. (vv.5-7).  The heart is the sit of emotions and attitudes.  The thoughts of the heart influence our actions.  The scriptures declare that as a man thinks in his heart so is he. When your heart thinks evil all the time, you will become wicked.  Wickedness is when we violate the law of God.  Wickedness is sin against but directed towards man.  Joseph responded to sexual intimacy with her was that “I will not sin against and commit wickedness against man?”  Whenever we are full of evil thoughts in out hearts and consequently increase wickedness, God is grieved and it causes Him pain.  Therefore he regrets for creating man (you and me).  This is not how to find favor with God.  Thirdly:

· Increased corruption and corrupt ways lead to increase violence and consequently destruction. (vv.11-13). Violence is an indicator that people have violated the Law of God.  It is always a result of increased corruption.  Peace is eliminated and hatred and violence become the rule of the day.  The text is these (Genesis 6:11-13) stated that “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  God saw how corrupt the earth had become for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways”.  So God decided to put an end to all people for the earth was filed with violence because of them.  This too is not how to find favor with God.  Increase corruption, corrupt ways and the resultant violence actually cause God to pass a judgment because of such attitudes.  
How then did Noah find favor with God?

· Obedience to God in everything is the way to gain favor from God. (vv.22, 9, and 8; 7:1).  Amos 3:3 said -  “How can two walk together if they have not agreed?” When we agree to be faithful in obeying everything in God’s word, then we can walk with Him.  We walk by faith and not by sight.  Faith in His finished work on Calvary qualities to become join heirs if the Kingdom of God with Christ.  Noah found favor in the eyes of God because he obeyed God in everything (v. 22).  He was therefore declared righteous (6:9, 7:1) in his generation that was wicked, corrupt and violent.  Noah was also described as a man who walked with God (v.9).  To walk with God is to become His friend.  No wonder Jesus told His disciples that they were his friends.

· Do you want to be a friend of God and find favor with Him?  Then you need to have faith in the finished work of Christ on Calvary.  You must believe in your heart and confess with your mouth the Gospel and you will be saved.  For with you heart you believe that Jesus died, was buried and God raised Him on the third day you are justified and upon confession with your mouth that He is Lord, you are saved.

· Have you rebelled against God?  Is there increased lust in you?  How are the thoughts of you heart – evil or righteous?  Are your ways increasingly corrupt and your attitude violent?  If so, perhaps you are not obeying the Lord in everything.  When you obey the Lord in everything; you will walk with Him and sure enough become his friend and find favor in His sight.  

· Before we close this service, we want to invite you to start a close walk with God in obedience to Him in everything by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Have you rebelled or are you looking for a church home?  Come and find favor with God

FAVOR 
May 8, 2005: 

Through Faith of Fore-Parents

(2 Timothy 1:3-10)

· On last Sunday we said Favor is a gift we receive that we don’t deserve.  It is grace in a sense.  The favor of God is grace from Him as we obey Him in everything.

· Today, Sunday May 8, 2005 is Mother’s Day and we shall continue with the subject of Favor under the sub-heading “Favor Through Faith of Fore-Parents”.

· Mother’s Day celebration is an opportunity to honor one of the most contributors within the family – Our mothers and our children’s mothers.  Let me ask - is it possible to put a price tag to motherhood?  For the love they showered, the tears they shed, the cold sleepless nights stayed, the prayers said, and the pain-aching hearts endured – who can place a price?  No wonder everyone value this day to celebrate mothers.  And so I say “Happy Mother’s Day” to all the mothers today!

· For those whose mother’s are no longer alive we appeal to you to value the time you had with them and whatever values the instilled into you.  Similarly, we appeal to those who could not be mothers for whatever reasons, you too value those things that motherhood gives to others.  Whatever the case, it is impossible to truly put a price tag on motherhood.

· However, if we are to place a monetary value to what mothers do, it will be an enormous amount that cannot be fathom.  In fact, this week (the week of May 2-8, 2005), several media outlets released calculations by Regina O’Brien at salary.com for comparable annual salary that stay-at-home moms could earn.  Keep in mind their job offers no raises, very few vacation days or sick days, and limited interaction with other adults.  It requires the skills of a teacher, a driver, housekeeper, cook, CEO, nurse (or Dr. mom), seamstress, and general maintenance personnel.  Assuming the at home mom works 100 hours per week, O’Brien averaged the annual salaries of these moms would be about $131,471 per year.  Imagine how much that amount will total if you multiply it by how old you are!  Therefore give mothers the honor they deserve!!

· Therefore if you are a stay-at-home mom, do not underestimate your contributions to the family, community, society and the nation.  If you factor things like proper training of children to be the best citizens, free from any form of evil addictions that cost this nation billions of dollars each year, the value of moms become ever more enormous.

· I appeal to all children (both old and young) to respect their mothers for all the sacrifices they made for you to become who you are, provided you did follow and obey their instructions.  Some mothers never went to school but ensured that their children had that opportunity.  Others gave up their education or career to take care of you, their own children.  Therefore, don’t ever let me hear or see any child talking or looking down on a mother simply because of a higher qualification or educational status than the mother.  You must always value the sacrifices your mom made for you to become who you are, Amen!

· All Christians should value, even more, the favor of God that comes through the faith of for-parents, especially mothers.  The faith that you have today is the favor of God to you because of the faith of your parents and/or grandparents. The love you have for the Lord today sprung from the love your for-parents have or had for the Lord and for each other.  I pose to ask, what legacy will you pass on to your children and grandchildren?  The way you serve and obey the Lord will determine how your future generations do it.  Recall from last Sunday we said Favor from God comes through absolute obedience in everything with regards to God’s word.

· Thus in the text for the day, Paul was thankful to God whom he served with a clear conscience as his forefathers did.  The favor that you get through Christian parents is a clear conscience which makes you faithful in obeying God’s word and fruitful in serving Him.  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity (or fear), but of power, love and sound mind (or self-control) to ensure and guarantee that your conscience is clear on everything you do and say.  Such a clear conscience is able to make you pray effectively for others day and night because you understand that JOY for you is spelled out by putting Jesus first, others in between and yourself last!

· Paul in v.4 of our text then brings up a critical point about tears.  It reads: “recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy”.  Paul’s came by putting Jesus first, others (in this case Timothy) and himself (yourself) last such that he longed to see Timothy that his joy will be full.  This is the very same thing that Christian mothers do.  They put Jesus first, others next and themselves last.  This is why mothers have joy in doing what they do, even to those children that act ugly towards them and others. 

· Note I did not say moms did it with happiness but wit joy, because happiness depends on happenings but joy is God given when we have faith in God.  This God given joy is a favor that comes through faith in Him.  This faith in God is a legacy that fore-parents do pass on to their future generations (children and grandchildren).  Here in today’s text we see Timothy’s faith was a favor passed to him through his mother Eunice who in turn had received it through her mother Lois.  The text says, I have been reminded of your sincere faith which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded now lives in you also.

· The faith that lives in us can be passed from one generation to the next one as a legacy!  Therefore do not drop the relay baton of faith in your generation; pass it on the next one.  And if your fore-generations never had the faith you do, praise God that you have broken the curse and you have now entered God’s favor through faith in Jesus Christ and that your future generation can now inherit this favor.  Pass this favor of living faith to the next generation such that it does not stop with you.  Keep this living faith afresh in each generation.  In fact there is need to flame it.  Paul told Timothy “for this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift (favor) of God which is in you”.  Because God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power, love and of a sound mind (self-control or self discipline).

· So, do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of people suffering for the sake of the gospel.  Rather, join with them in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God who has saved us and called us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearance of our Savior Christ Jesus who destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  And this is why I preach the gospel today:  That by the favor of God, we can have a living faith when it comes through acknowledging Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and that this living faith can be transmitted from one generation to the next.  It is my and your responsibility to pass this living faith to the next generation, but at the same time, how much so, to appreciate mothers who have been great instruments for instilling faith from one generation to the next.  Mothers like Lois and Eunice, and you and you and you!

· Fathers are not excluded in this matter.  Fathers are also responsible because the love the show their wives and mothers of their children do go a long way to influence how this faith is pass on to the next generation.  Let me illustrate this with a humorous story I heard.  A young girl was once asked by her Sunday school teacher about what she has observed concerning the love that existed between her father and mother.  Her response was, “don’t ever allow my mom fix your hair when she is mad with my dad because it will really hurt badly when she combs your hair”.  Fathers, the love that you have the mother of your children can be healing or hurtful to them.  It could also enhance or hinder the transmission of God’s favor that comes through faith of parents for the next generation.  The point here is that the next generation is watching us and could be hurting if we are not exhibiting the love of God which comes through faith in Jesus Christ.

This Sunday Rev. C. M. Wooley filled in for Pastor Datiri on Youth Day

May 15, 2005: 
Grasshoppers Eyes

(Numbers 13:32-33)

· This story in Numbers chapter 13 was a reconnaissance and confirmation mission commissioned by Moses at the command of God.  The Israelites needed to know the lay of the land and know what they are about to go against to possess it.  They were preparing to fight a war and needed to see how the enemy looked like and well prepared they were.  They also needed to confirm that what God had told them concerning the land was really true.

· The men chosen for this spying mission were leaders from each tribe, twelve of them.  All did as they were requested.  Then they came back to give a report (v.27).  The men came back with two different reports.  The majority of them (10 of the 12) gave a bad report (v.28).  They have just said the land was just as the Lord told them, a land that flowed with milk and honey, and then added that the people who live there are powerful, the cities were fortified, and that even saw the descendants of Anak, which were giants.

· Caleb and Joshua refuted this report of the other ten, a report that was filled with excuses why they could not go up and take up the country.  Whenever someone is afraid to do what they have been asked to do, the first thing they do is to come up with a bunch of excuses why it cannot be done.

· The ten said, they could not attack those people.  They are stronger than we are and spread a bad report among the Israelites concerning the land they had explored.  They said the land they had explored devours its inhabitants.  All the people were of great size, that they saw the Nephilim (descendants of Anak) there and we seem like grasshoppers in our own eyes and we seem like look the same to them.  Thus our discussion will focus on we seem like grasshoppers and keep in mind grasshoppers are of varying sizes.  The theme for today is therefore “Grasshoppers eyes”.

· Let us deal first with the report of the 10 spies. You fully know that halfway right is always wrong.  This is the way I used to do dishes because I had five sisters.  I will do them halfway right and then mama will make me do them all over again.  Just because there are more folks that are against us than for us does not always make it right.  Negative thoughts do spread much faster and readily accepted than positive thoughts.  Listen to the retelling of this episode in Deuteronomy 1:28 – “Where can we go?  Our brothers have made us lose heart.  They say, ‘The people are stronger and taller than we are, the cities are large, with walls up to the sky’. We even saw the Anakites there”.  See how a story can be exaggerated!  We suffer from the same syndromes of exaggerating stories.  On a day when youth and young adults are bought into the hip-hop culture and by my calculations about 99.5 are into this, which is a good part of us.  Like grasshoppers that do have no backbones, the young people of today complain of how strong the “man” is.  Well, we cannot do it because of the “man”.  They have no backbones.  They hang around in batches, behave like bullies in the playground, but cannot stand on their own alone by themselves.  That’s why they drive behind cars and shoot you because they are cowards.  They are not brave, not man or woman enough to come face to face and tell you what the problem is.  They are like grasshoppers without backbones.

· They look at the situation of the black people and say how hopeless it is – that is looking at the world with grasshoppers’ eyes.  We are so small, and we do not have anything.  They are large and they have money, all the weapons, all the guns, all these and all that.  We can’t do anything.  We got grasshoppers’ eyes!

· The grasshopper’s eyes are small but what is called compound eyes that see things in an enlarged manner.  They said we seem like grasshoppers in our own eyes and look the same to them.  Grasshoppers seem to see everything enlarged and bigger than them.

· In Genesis 1:26, God said let us make man in our own image!  Thus He made man and gave him dominion over everything He had created.  Yet in this episode, the Israelites relegated themselves to the level of grasshoppers!  They were looking at he land from man’s perspective rather than God’s.  They were saying the land is full of violence and it devours its inhabitants.

· This sounds like the ghettos, where people complain all the time that we cannot live here because we are in a bad place.  We live in the backwoods of Waverly, Auburn, Opelika and Tuskegee.  We can’t make it here because we don’t have any air conditioning in the shelter after all, and we don’t have cable and can’t get BET and MTV.  We don’t even have running water in the house, no bathrooms, and the cell phones do not work here.  So how can we make it?  Our furniture is old, the situation seems to devour us until I have to take a gun and get what I want.

· But I heard of a young Blackman by the name of Dr. Ben Carson, who is the world’s greatest brain surgeon.  A black man born in the depth of Detroit’s worse slump Housing project.  A place filled with poverty and crime, and a neighborhood that was doomed to be destroyed.  He was doing so badly in school that he was called dummy.  He got so mad one day at another young man that he took a knife ready to stab him.  God intervened and he missed his target and broke the knife.  And his mother looked at him and said, “oh no, I can’t have my children ending this way”.  We are going to turn off the TV.  So she turn off the TV, shut off the music and demanded that from now onwards, every week you must read two books, bring them home and write me a report on each of them.  They will read the books and mother will go through the reports and hand it back to them, asking them to work on some more on the reports.  In the following year, Ben Carson had risen to an A student with a 4.0 GPA.  Then they eventually realized that their mother could not read because she had only a third grade education!  So parents don’t throw away what God has given you – the authority God has given you over your children.  Turn the TVs off, turn off those radios and get your children in the books.  Let the children read, learn and acquire some knowledge.

· The 10 spies contended and said all the people we saw were of great size.  This is because they had grasshoppers’ eyes.  David did not have grasshoppers’ eyes to take a sling and five stones to slew Goliath.  What if Moses had grasshoppers’ eyes at the Red Sea when the Egyptians were closing on them without any route to escape?  What if Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had grasshoppers’ eyes during the civil rights movement?  Where would we be today?

· Finally, I have stopped by to say don’t follow the crowd.  Trust the people that God has placed in your life – your parents, your guardians, your church, and your teachers.  The world may seem larger and stronger than we are, but if you know Jesus, He is more than the world can offer.

· If you underrate yourself, the world will underrate you.  It all depends on how you look at the world.  Don’t have grasshoppers’ eyes in viewing the world.  If you see only trouble, despair and defeat, guess what will happen.  If all you see is about sex, drugs, and defeated life – you will get nowhere.  Do you know that even drug dealers work very hard?  The average workweek for a drug dealer is about 85 hours a week plus he can’t sleep because he is afraid he will be caught and prosecuted.  Nothing really comes cheap in life.  Don’t be deceived by their money flashing.  In fact, I have never seen an old, rich, retired drug dealer.  So, don’t ever get tempted by them!  Listen to me young people, don’t ever feel too grown to listen to the people God has placed in your lives to guide you.  Always remember that association leads to assimilation. If you sit around a bunch of monkeys and chimpanzees all the time, sooner or later you will start behaving and acting like one.  If you hang around low down, no good, no sense fools, guess what you will be – a low down, no good, no sense fool.

· But if you are in Jesus, you will live strong and have faith to finish the Christian race strong.  It is not where you came from that matters it is where you are heading.  Our strength comes from the Lord.  So trust in Jesus and don’t have grasshoppers’ eyes.  Even though you may look like the lonely caterpillar today, keep your head up because someday you shall be changed and fly like a butterfly in the company of others.  Because with Jesus on the inside, you will be changed to the outside and transformed to fly like a butterfly with the sky as the limit. 

FAVOR
May 22, 2005: 

Transformed Minds

(Romans 12: 1-3)

· The mind of a man is very powerful.  The mind is the seat or center of intellect and all thought processes.  If feed the mind with false information, your thought processes will be based on such falsehood and your decision making will be affected likewise.  However, if you feed your mind with truth your decisions will be based on sound judgment because your facts are truthful.  In fact, you will always make wise and sound decisions.  Therefore the way one thinks using his acquired facts (whether false or truth) definitely influences his decision making processes and consequently controls his actions.  The mind that has acquired the knowledge of the Truth and thinks wisely will act with wisdom, but the one whose thought process is influenced by falsehood and thinks foolishly will act like a fool.

· Proverbs 23:7 states in part “… as a man thinks within himself (in his mind), so he is…” to underscore the power of the mind.   In other words, whatever you think about in your mind all the time constitutes who you actually are.  A mind transformed is a favor from God.  It becomes a mind that is filled with truth and is sound in judgment.  A sound mind thinks about godly thinks.  Paul in Philippians 4:8 suggests how transformed minds center their thoughts on godly thoughts.  It reads, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things (NIV)”.  To focus your thinking on godly things requires a transformed mind and a great deal of sacrifices and discipline.  However, the end results are pleasing to god because your behavior will be based on sound judgment and wise decisions that are stemming out of the knowledge of the Truth.  A transformed mind is a favor we receive from God when we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and savior.

· Thus our text for the day is quite explicit when it began as, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy (favor), to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – (for) this is your spiritual act of worship”.  It is because of God’s mercy that we avail ourselves living sacrifices and have godly thoughts in our minds.  That’s why Romans 12:2 is explicit about having a transformed mind.  If anyone is to enjoy God’s favor (whether from Him or man) you require a transformed mind.  Romans 12:2 states, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and prove what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will”  (NIV). The reason why we fail to know God’s perfect will lies in our refusal to receive His offer and favor of a transformed mind.

· After reading a verse like Romans 12:2 it is always wise to ask the following questions: What is the pattern of the world?  How am I conforming to it?  How can I be transformed?  What actually transforms my mind?  If I am transformed and not conforming any longer to the pattern of this world will I be in God’s good, pleasing and perfect will?  Well, let us start answering these questions with the last one.  God’s good, pleasing and perfect will is that none should perish but that all should come to the knowledge of the Truth.  Once the Truth is known personally, God’s favor to you is a gift of a sound mind.  Your sound mind enables you to think differently from the pattern of this world.  In fact, you become part of the household of God, god’s very own people, who are a peculiar people and a royal priesthood.  The thoughts of your mind become godly thoughts fully guided by the knowledge of the Truth.  Then your mind focuses on thinking about things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and worthy of praise.  This kind of transformation in the mind thinking processes enables you to enjoy God’s good, pleasing and perfect will – which is a favor from Him to you.  In God’s perfect will there is peace, joy, love as well as an abundance of righteousness and holiness.  In His perfect will, you are holy and pleasing to God.  In his perfect will and a transformed mind, there is always true worship.  With a transformed mind in His perfect will you can soar high in true worship in God’s presence and enjoy His favor.

· Conforming to the pattern of this world is like living as a caterpillar that just crawls and eats anything on its way.  The caterpillar is ugly looking, unattractive, selfish as it eats all the leaves and destroy crops that can feed other beings.  The caterpillar crawls around and most humans do not like its appearance or presence.  Conforming to the pattern or this world id conforming to ungodly lifestyle that is selfish, sensual, corrupt and destructive.  We need to undergo a transformation of the mind just like the caterpillar that undergoes the process of metamorphosis and emerges as a beautiful moth or butterfly that flies with elegance, and participates in pollinating the crops to produce a bumper harvest to benefit all living beings.

· Yes, we need to be transformed by the renewing of our minds such that our thought processes are based on the knowledge of the truth thereby enjoying God’s favor.  The processes of spiritual metamorphosis begin with the knowledge of the Truth by acknowledging Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior personally.  For if anyone is in Christ, ha is a new creature, old things have passed away and behold all things have become new.  This too is the favor of God.  For by grace you have been saved through faith.  It is the not of works less any one should boast.

· The pattern of this world is all about pride and boasting about who or what we are, or what we can do.  It is all about ego.  When your mind id transformed from the pattern of this world, humility replaces pride, a sound mind replaces foolishness, generosity replaces selfishness, and ministering replaces lording over others.  No wonder Paul suggests in Romans 12:3 that “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you”.  Hey!  God ‘s favor has already been given to you.  All you require to enjoy it is to transform your mind in the way you think and reason.  Always remember that as a man thinks in his mind so he is.

· If all you think of is sex, sex, and sex, you definitely will be a sexual pervert!  If you think of stealing to enrich yourself all the time, you are likely to become a thief.  If you think all the time of how to get high on any kind of drugs, you will surely be a drug addict – whether it is alcohol, tobacco, cocaine or any other kind of drugs including prescription drugs.  If you are always thinking of talking about others all the time – guess what?  You will become a gossip and a liar.  To sum it all, if you think constantly of committing one sin or the other you will definitely become a sinner and not a saint.  However, if your mind is transformed and focused on godly thoughts for things that are true, noble, right, lovely, admirable, excellent and worthy of praise, then you will enjoy God’s favor from Him directly and from other men.

· I urge you not to conform to the patterns of this world but be transformed by the renewing of you mind so that you can enjoy God’s favor as you enter into a pattern of life according to His good, pleasing and perfect will.  The pattern of the world is to think one is lucky when something good happens to you, but those with a transformed mind will ascribed it to God’s favor and acknowledge it.

FAVOR
May 29, 2005: 

Growing in God’s Grace
(I Samuel 15: 13-23)

· On last Sunday we did underscore that one of God’s favors to us is a transformed mind.  A transformed mind is one that thinks on things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and trustworthy or worthy of praise.  Today we shall continue to discuss favor under the subheading “Growing in God’s Grace”.

· Christians have been blessed to enjoy God’s favor.  Christians are people who have come out of nothing and nobodies to become something and “somebodies”.   These are those who belong to God’s own household, a peculiar people, a chosen race, and a royal priesthood.  Christians are join heirs with the Son (Jesus Christ) to inherit the kingdom prepared for them before the foundation of this world.  These are all God’s favors to us.  If we are to continue to enjoy God’s favor, we need to continue to grow in His grace.  Growing in God’s grace entails being faithful in obeying His word and fruitful in serving Him. 

· On last Sunday we also urge you to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – which is your spiritual worship.  Today’s text calls to memory another sacrifice that was to be made which was not holy and pleasing to god because of King Saul’s disobedience.  Consequently, Saul lost his favor from God.  Saul stopped growing in God’s grace and lost his favor from Him.  The kingdom he got through God’s favor was taken from him.

· Today’s text started with Saul telling half-truths to the prophet Samuel.  Prior to today’s text in this episode, God had instructed Saul the King to go and utterly wipe out the Amalakites, destroying everything including animals.  Saul spared Agag, the king of Amalakite and the best of sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs – everything that was good, but destroyed completely what was despised and weak. This displeased God and He sent Samuel the prophet to confront king Saul.  Our text for the day then begins with the encounter that Samuel had with Saul.  In verse 13, when Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord blessed you! I have carried out the Lord’s instructions”.  Samuel’s response indicated that Saul was lying.  In verse 14, Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears? What is the lowing of cattle that I hear?   At these questionings, Saul quickly blamed it on his soldiers but said the intent of sparing these animals was to sacrifice them unto the Lord.

· Here you see that the pattern of sin and fallen out of God’s grace has not changed.  First it begins with pride, followed by liars and then by pushing the blame on others.  Saul was busy taking pride in what he had done and justifying why he had done it and at the same time pretending that he had obeyed the Lord, not knowing that the Lord had already revealed everything to His prophet Samuel the night before the encounter.  Now listen to me Mt traveler members, be careful when you try to lie to the man of God to justify your wrong doings and be disobedient to God.  You might not just know what things God has revealed to the man of God He has set before you.  The man of God understands fully well that you are what you are today by the grace of God.  And if you are to continue to enjoy God’s favor, then you need to continue to grow in His grace.

· In verse 17, Samuel reminded Saul of his background before he became king and that he became the king because of the grace of god – just the favor of God to him.  It reads, “Samuel said, although you were once small in your eyes did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel?  The Lord anointed you king over Israel”.  Recall you might have been nobody prior to meeting Jesus, but after your encounter with Him if you truly made Him your Lord and savior, you became somebody.  You became a new creature, a member of God’s household, a child of God and a join heir with Jesus to inherit the kingdom of God.  This is indeed God’s favor to you and to continue to enjoy this favor requires being obedient to His word.

· Now, God had commanded Saul to go and completely destroy the Amalakites.  Saul was disobedient and it cost him his kingdom and God’s favor.  God rejected him as king over Israel.  God does not condone disobedience.  On our part, God has instructed us to “go into the world and make disciples of all nations”.  Have you obeyed Him or are you disobedient?  If you we have not been obedient, we could be in danger of losing His favor because of disobedience.

· Saul gave an excuse that the soldiers did not execute the orders completely because they had wanted to make a sacrifice unto the Lord.  We too often do dumb stuff and make excuses that we did it so as to bring some of the profit to the house of God as offerings.  We gamble, go for lotteries and to the dog track for bets on the races and try to justify our greed with thoughts of bringing more offerings to the house of God.  I tell you the truth God is not interested in such offerings or delighted in our tithes and offerings if we are not completely obeying His word.  In verse 22, Samuel replied Saul “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fats of rams.  In other words, God demands absolute obedience for you in order to continue enjoying His favor and grow in His grace.  But someone might say but I did not hear God’s voice concerning this issue or that one.  Let me affirm to you that God’s voice is as loud as you are willing to listen.  God is constantly speaking to you.  And each time He speaks, He is very clear.  It is up to you to listen to His voice and obey Him in everything He says to you.

· No amount of bribe in the form of tithes and offerings can gain you God’s favor.  It is only your complete obedience to His word that will ensure your continual enjoyment of His favor and growth in His grace.  This is because disobedience is rebellion.  And rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  The sin of rejecting god’s word and failure to obey Him cause Him to reject you too.  Consequently the grace and/or favor of God that was intended for you will cease to flow and you will be unable to continue to enjoy His favor and grow in His grace.  The call today is for absolute obedience to the word of God so as to grow in his grace, enjoy His favor and ultimately inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for you before the foundations of this world. 
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