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SEED, SOWING, TIME, REAPING AND HARVEST 
June 5, 2005 



Seed


(Galatians 5:15-29)

· In this generation there is much talk about sowing seed, which is nothing but another tactics to solicit money from faithful but simple individuals, there is greet need to know what the seed is and understand how to sow it.  Within the following few weeks we shall be discussing on the subject of seed, sowing, time, reaping and harvest.  Therefore, it is imperative that we start the discussions with the seed.

· Farmers know what the seed is and understand how to sow it as well as how to use it for bread.  The seed was created by God as a means of future propagation of its kind.  In Genesis 1:1 God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their kinds”.  The seed also provides bread for mankind.  The farmer knows that he cannot consume (eat or sell) all his seed.  In fact, he selects the best of ears on his crop to use for seed in future propagation.  Although the seed can be consumed for food, it must also be kept for future propagation.

· The prophet Isaiah fully understood the importance of this concept in regard to the seed.  He reported in Isaiah 55:10 saying “As the rains and snow come down from heaven and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread to the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth, it will not return to me empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it”, declares the Lord.

· The seed is paramount in importance for human existence both physically and spiritually.  We know what the seed id physically but what is the seed spiritually?  If you were quite observant enough you would have noticed that the Scriptures use seed not seeds.  This is very significant because it is the seed that propagates life.  Spiritually and Scriptural the seed is the Word of God, both the written Word commonly known as the Bible and the living Word, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  The seed is promise and hope for the future.  In other words without the seed there is no future.  The seed is the Truth, which stand the test of time.  The Truth, which is the seed, is the same yesterday, today and forever.  The seed remains the same always according its kind.  So does the Word of God, which is the Truth, abides forever.  Also, Hebrews 13:8 states “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He has been from the beginning and will also be at the end.  He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

· The seed always brings about hope and faith, as faith comes by hearing and heeding the word of God.  For in the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the word was God.  It is also through faith, made possible by the seed that we enter into covenant with God as well as with fellow believers.

· Thus the text for the day begins with Paul addressing the Galatian believers in chapter 3:15 that “Brothers, let me take example from everyday life.  Just as no one can set aside or add to human covenant, so it is in this case”.  Now what case was Paul referring to?  It is the fact that the promises were spoken to Abraham and his seed.  Note, the scripture does not say “and to seeds”, meaning many people but “and to your seed” meaning one person, who is Jesus Christ.  Therefore I submit to you that Jesus Christ is the seed that bears eternal life.  Also, note that inheritance depends on the seed because it is the promise of God given to Abraham by the grace of God.  This is why Galatians 3:22 states “But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe”.  This is because before faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  Then what was the use of the law?  The law was put in charge to lead us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  And now that faith has come (through the seed, Jesus Christ), we are no longer under the supervision of the Law.  Rather, it is the seed that qualifies us to become the sons and daughters of God.  For as many as receive Him (Jesus Christ, the seed), to them has been given the right to become the children of God.

· Then our text for the day concludes with the following remarks in Galatians 3:26-29: “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have cloth yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Jesus, then you are (truly) Abraham’s seed and heirs according to promise”.

· You see, only the heirs according to promise will inherit the kingdom of God.  Your right to the kingdom of God lies in the fact that whether the seed (the Truth, the Word of God) in the person of Jesus Christ has a dwelling place in your heart or not.  And if you are in Christ, then you are a seed according to promise.  Note seed is singular signifying that all those in Christ are one.  There is no segregation based on race, nationality, creed or sex because Jesus Christ, the seed of promise is the bond of unity.

· To summarize, the seed is the word of God (both living and written).  The seed comes by promise.  The seed causes you to become an heir to the kingdom of God after giving you the right to be a child of God. The seed is the basis for the covenant between God and man and among fellow believers.  The seed provides eternal life.  The sower utilizes the seed for future propagation as well as bread to preserve life.  Jesus in John 6:25 declared, “I AM the bread of life.  He who comes to Me will never go hungry and he who believes in Me will never thirst”.  The Psalmist in Psalm 34:8 added “Taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him”.  Therefore we invite anyone who will to come and taste of the goodness of the Lord as well as provide a dwelling place for the seed, the word of God.

SEED, SOWING, TIME, REAPING AND HARVEST 
June 12, 2005 



Sowing


(Matthew 13:3-23)

· On last Sunday we clarified that the seed is the word of God (both living and written).  It is the Truth and it is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  This seed came by promise and causes one to become an heir to the kingdom of God after providing the right to become a child of God.  The seed is also the basis for the covenant between God and man, and among fellow believers of the Word.  The seed provides eternal life and is the source for future propagation to preserve life.

· Today, Sunday June, 2005 we shall focus on sowing.  Sowing is an act that requires a sower, the seed and the soil (field). Without a sower sowing will not occur; without the seed sowing is impossible; and without the filed (soil) sowing is difficult.  In modern science it is possible to grow crops hydroponically.  At Tuskegee University’s NASA project, sweet potatoes have been successfully grown hydroponically to enhance food production during space exploration.  But traditionally sowing requires the seed, the sower and the field.  Another important determinant factor is time, as you do not sow at anytime that you choose.  However, the subject of time will be discussed next week.  Therefore for now let us limit our discussion to sowing with the aid of the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-23.

· The word parable means to place along by the side of.  In general parables are of three kinds – 1. In form of a proverb: “Physician heal thyself”, 2. Paradox: “It is easier for a Carmel to go through the eye of a needle” and 3. A narrative or story, which is by far the most common form of parables.  In this last form, a parable does not to be actual fact but it must be truth.  This truth is something earthly that illustrates something heavenly or spiritually.  Parables therefore involve starting a lesson from a known truth to unknown truth.

· The parables of Jesus are unexcelled for literary beauty.  They are the finest literary art in the world, combining simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity.  Jesus used parables for four reasons a) to attract attention – the power of a good story, b) to stimulate inquiry on the part of the disciples – stirring their minds to think, c) to state truth in crisp form so it could be easily remembered and later “digested” or understood, and d) with the increasing opposition of His enemies at that time, who sort occasion to misquote and misrepresent His sayings, there were times when Jesus wanted to convey His meaning to His disciples without His opposition being able to comprehend it.

· Having stated what parables are, let us now focus on sowing in parable of today’s text.  Sowing can take place on the furrows, or on ridges (raised beds), or broadcast (scattered) throughout the prepared field depending on the crop.  In today’s text, it was the scattering method that was employed.  In a field, different conditions could be encountered.  There could be paths (compacted heavy traffic areas); rocky places with shallow soil; thorny patchy areas, but a greater proportion of the field will have varying degrees of good soil.  Thus our text for the day reads in part, “A farmer went out to sow his seed.  A he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path and the birds came ad ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil; it sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and they withered because they had no roots.  Other fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still, other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown”.  Then Jesus concluded this parable by saying “He who has ears, let him hear”.

· The disciples were stimulated to thinking and so they inquired, “why do you speak to the people in parables?”  Jesus’ response was, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to the disciples but not to others”.  It was also a fulfillment of the prophecy of prophet Isaiah that had to do with how callous the hearts of the people become such that they were hearing but never understanding, seeing but never perceiving.  You need to see wit your eyes, hear with your ears but understand with your heart and perceive with your mind’s eyes.

· Now, let us go back to learn the truth from this parable of sowing.  The method of sowing in this parable is broadcasting or scattering to imply that the seed or the word of God has a chance to fall on every heart without any bias.  The field is the condition or preparedness of your hearts.  The sower (farmer) is God Himself or His servants that include bearers of the gospel or witnesses for Jesus.  Now, you must understand that the condition or preparedness of your heart is the key to receiving the seed (the word of God) sown by God or His servants.  Is your heart like the path (a compacted heavy traffic area) that is impossible to sow the seed on such that when the seed falls on it, it is picked up by the birds?  This type of heart belongs to anyone who hears the message of the kingdom of God but does not understand it, and the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown.

· What was sown on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no roots, he lasts for a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  Does this describe you?  Then prepare your heart to study and understand the word of God, which you hear or read.

· The third category is what was sown among thorns.  This is the man who hears the word, but the worries (cares and pleasures) of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth (acquiring riches) choke it, making it unfruitful.  Is your heart full of worries, cares and pleasures of this world and/or the deceitfulness to get or be wealthy?  Be careful because this will cause you to have no time for the word of God or His messages through His servants.  Consequently, you just go through the motions of Christianity but denying the power therein and so remaining unfruitful spiritually.  Does this describe you?  If so, the seed (word of God) has already been sown and all you need to do is change your heart’s condition to allow the seed to become productive in you.

· The last category is where every true believer wants his heart’s condition or preparedness to be.  The text says “but what was shown on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it.  He produces a crop yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown”.  The degree of yielding of fruits is based on how much of you practice the word of God that you have heard and understood.  It is my hope and prayer that you strive to prepare your heart to receive and understand the word of God that you hear or read and become willing to practice it.  It is then that you will be a wise man or woman.  James 1:22 admonish that “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says!” 

· Did you have ears to hear what the word said to you today?  Did you understand it?  Are you humble and willing to practice it?  Then this is the time to act on it.

SEED, SOWING, TIME, REAPING AND HARVEST 
June 19, 2005: 


Time

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, Deuteronomy 6:1-12)

· This month we are doing a mini-series of sermons on seed, sowing, time, reaping and harvest.  So far we have been blessed through our discussions on the seed and sowing.  The first Sunday we did explain that the seed is the word of God (both living and written).  We said it was the Truth and it is Jesus Christ.  The seed came by promise and it causes one to become an heir of the kingdom after acquiring the right to a child of God through faith in Jesus.  Also, the seed is the basis for the covenant that exists between God and man, and among His believers.  Likewise, it is the seed that provide eternal life as it is propagated to preserve life.

· Then on last Sunday we focused on sowing.  We underscored that sowing was an act that requires a sower, the seed, and the soil (field).  The preparedness of the field we said was imperative to sowing and that without a prepared field sowing was difficult.  The seed is the word of God, the sower is God or His servants and the field is the heart of man.  The preparedness of your heart is a determinant factor to how fruitful the seed would yield – nothing or a hundred, sixty or thirty times of what was sown.  Also, for the seed to be productive we suggested that time was another important factor in sowing.  Thus time will be our theme today.  And what an important subject to discuss on Fathers Day!

· The second part of Exodus states, “God is a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate him”.  This verse sets the tone for our Father Day’s discussion.  Fathers, whatever you do today will affect your future generation!  This is why a discussion on time is very important.  Just as the farmer prepares the field, sows the seed and reaps his fruit at appropriate times, so must fathers be responsible for the timing of events in the lives of their children.  Training children is very important and the role of the father in timing this cannot be overlooked, overemphasized or overstated. 

· Thus our text for the day in Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 reads, “There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.  A time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot”.  And let me added my own words here, there is a time to teach the word of God (the seed) by fathers and a time for children just to obey without questioning.  There is a time to cultivate the hearts of children to receive the seed and a time to reap the fruit of your labor.  This is why the text in Deuteronomy 6 started by explaining why it is to obey the word of God in the land He has given us to dwell in.  Specifically, God addressed the Israelites, but He is also addressing us too starting from verse 4 saying, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as a symbol on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates”.

· The responsibility of teaching in the Jewish culture, when and where this text was written, is recognized as the job of fathers.  And fathers were to teach their children the word of God al the time including when they were sitting at home or walking (traveling), at bedtime and at rising from bed.  It is an all around the clock job to sow the seed in the hearts of youngsters!  And it requires your time!! 

· Fathers, you are the heads of your households and you will definitely give and account to God for everything that goes on under your roof.  It is always easier to say “Yes” to everything than take a stand and say “No” to your children.  But all the “Nos” are part of teaching or sowing the seed such that a time will come when all your responses to your children will be “Yes, and Yes, and Yes”.  But if you keep saying yes to everything your children demand, a time will come when you will wish you had said some, and in fact a lot of, “Nos”.  At that time it may be too late.  So keep teaching your children even if it involves always saying, “No” in order to prepare their hearts to be right with God.

· If you can remember, I have often told you that fathers are responsible for setting the spiritual temperature of their homes while mothers are the thermostats that modulate this temperature.  Therefore for children to be trained in the way they should go such that when they grow up they will not depart from it, there has to be unity, cooperation and collaboration between fathers and mothers.

· The remaining of Deuteronomy 6 is filled with all admonitions and warnings that we are to be careful how we conduct ourselves, less after God has blessed us and we have acquired things that we turn around and forget the Sower who toiled to make us what we have become and also forget from where we came from – slavery of sin!

· Always remember that before we are born and after we die, God is the only one absolutely in charge.   But between birth and death, God work in partnership with parents to raise the children.  Thus fathers have the great responsibility of training each child God has blessed them with until when the child matures to do the same acts of training others.  And when children are young, they hate the idea of parents saying “No” to their self-destructive demands, but they will turn around someday and appreciate your godly guidance.

· With this note, let me share the Father’s Day cards my children gave me today.  The one that all of them sign on reads: “DAD, THANKS FOR SHARING GOD’S LOVE WITH US.  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:2, RSVB).  It is easy for us to think of God as a loving Father because we have such a wonderful, loving father here on earth – And it’s especially easy to love you, Dad, because you’ve always given us.  Happy Father’s Day! Love, your children (Signed: Simi, Teyei, Ninrat, Yeipyeng & Noro).  And since my baby girl, Yeipyeng was not going to be home she sent the following attached e-card:

	

	
Daddy,
I not only thank you on this father's day, but I thank God for placing you not only in my and my siblings’ lives, but everyone else that you have touched. You have been the father figure to us all in so many ways. As mom would say, "more grease to your elbows." But seriously, you must be someone special and inspirational for people not only younger, but older than you, to think so highly of you. You are truly God's child, but on today and any other day, you are MY DADDY!!!

With much luv forever and always,
Your baby girl,
Yeipyeng

P.S. This may get to you before father's day, but please reread it again then...since I am will not be there



	

	

	

	


· I do cherish these cards.  But it took eighteen years for me to receive a note like this from my baby girl.  I am proud of her maturing enough to appreciate that it is God who has placed me in her life and her siblings’ lives.  And it sure feels good to be appreciated!  It took time but that is what it takes for the seed sown to establish roots in a prepared heart for it to yield fruits of righteousness and appreciation. 

· If you have been brave fathers to carry your responsibility of training your children, I say “bravo” to you for you shall surely reap the fruit of righteousness.  However if you have failed in your responsibility of training your children, I challenge you to begin now for it is never too late. Happy Father’s Day and remained blessed, Amen.

SEED, SOWING, TIME, REAPING AND HARVEST 
June 26, 2005: 



Reaping


(Galatians 6:7-10)

· This month we are doing a mini-series of sermons on seed, sowing, time, reaping and harvest.  So far we have been blessed through our discussions on the seed and sowing.  Today we shall focus on reaping.  It is pointless to discuss reaping if you have never given a real thought to a reason why seed is ever sown.  In other words, why do you really sow seed?  It is because you expect to reap some fruit, profit or a harvest someday!  If you expect to reap a bumper harvest, it is very necessary to think through the process of what you are sowing, where you are sowing, when you are sowing and how you are sowing the seed.

· So far we have been blessed through our discussions on the seed, sowing, and time.  We have explained that the seed is the word of God, both living and written.  Both the living (Jesus) and the written (Bible) word is truth.  The seed came to us by promise and causes one to become an heir of the kingdom after receiving the right to be a child of God through faith in the seed.  A covenant relationship with God and fellow believers the results.  Also, the seed is the source of eternal life for future propagation to preserve life.  Sowing the seed is the act requiring a sower, the seed and the field (especially the soil).  The preparedness of the field is imperative otherwise sowing is difficult if not impossible.  The seed is the word of God, the sower is God or His servants and the field is the heart of man.  The preparedness of the heart is the key determinant to how productive the seed would yield – nothing, or a hundred, sixty or thirty times of what was sown.  Between sowing and reaping there is time involvement.  As such the Scriptures is clear about this in Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, “there is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.  A time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot”.  We did also emphasize on last Sunday (since it was Father’s day, 2005) that the father is responsible in sowing the seed and setting the spiritual temperature of the home while the mother is the thermostat that modulate it.  All these processes require time.  And, yes, you do not reap on the same day that you sow.  There is time requirement and involvement between sowing and reaping.

· Let me submit to you that no farmer goes out to sow seed without expecting to reap more seed or fruit someday as his benefit.  The process of sowing seed may be difficult and time consuming as it might require the sacrifice of not using the seed for a required meal today and using other precious moments, but when you think of the joy of reaping a harvest someday the sacrifices are usually worthwhile.  Also, let me suggest that whenever you don’t know what to expect from sowing, you don’t give a thought to it as you will surely not know what reaping is all about!  You might even think that the person taking time to sow is actually wasting his precious time and energy.  The Psalmist, however, knew the importance of and what to expect from sowing as report in Psalm 126:5-6, “Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.  He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him” (NIV).

· Sowing is not easy but reaping is joyful if the sowing has been done to please the Holy Spirit.  Thus our text for the day begins, “Do not be deceived, God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows”.  In this generation people are deceiving and are being deceived.  But wait a minute! Can God be deceived? It reality can the sower by deceived? Can God be mocked?  You may think you can, but can you truly mock God?  Can you tease God? No! God is NOT mocked!!

· When I was a student several years ago back in Nigeria, we used to take a mocked examination before the final examination. The mocked examination looked like the final examination but it was not. It was a teasing examination to look like the final.  The final examination was set externally whereas the mocked examination was set internally.  The final examination determined whether you can further your education in that system or not.  It was used as a weeding process in a very competitive environment.  The mock examination was used to prepare you for the finals.  Remember, God is the final examiner of this life.  Therefore, God is not mocked!  Why?  Because a man reaps what he sows.

· The one who sows (deception) to please his sinful nature will reap destruction from that sinful nature; the one that sows (the seed, the truth) to please the (Holy) Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.  Therefore, what you sow and to whom you sow and for whose pleasure will determine what you reap.  You do not sow wheat and expect to reap corn; neither do you sow tares and expect to reap wheat!  Tares and wheat look alike, but at harvest you know exactly what you are reaping.  You better sow truth and not something that look like the truth but not the truth because at harvest time you cannot deceive anyone.  We shall discuss the harvest next Sunday but in the mean time let us consider the remaining portion of today’s text.  It says let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest, if we do not give up.

· The farmer who gives up after sowing rarely reaps a good harvest.  But a farmer who stays on the job of weeding, pruning, fertilizing, watering and tending the crop with enthusiasm and great expectation will reap a bumper harvest at the proper time.  The harvest never occurs at sowing!  Many a great Christian have gotten discouraged and stopped witnessing, encouragement, teaching, mentoring, etc. simply because a harvest was not reaped at the very first time you spoke to someone.  We sometimes easily give up and say, why waste time when they won’t listen! 

· Let me declare to you what the Lord is saying right now to Mt Traveler.  He is saying, Mt Traveler do not be weary in being my witnesses, encouragers, teachers, attendees at prayer meeting, bible study and Sunday school, for at the proper time you will reap a harvest if you do not give up.

· Finally, the text says as we have opportunity let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  Let me ask, Mt Traveler what good have you done to anyone lately?  Are you tired?  And Galatians 6:6, which we did not read says, “Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor.  Let me also ask, what good things have you shared with your instructors?  Do not be deceived. God is not mocked.  A man reaps what he saw.

· As we conclude this service, we invite you to come and enjoy the joy of reaping by sowing seed to the please the Holy Spirit without growing weary.  But remember that you can only successfully sow the seed, the word of God by knowing Jesus first as your Lord and savior. 
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