Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

SEED, SOWING, TIME, REAPING AND HARVEST 
July 3, 2005 



Harvest


(Galatians 5:15-29)

· Throughout the month of June 2005 until today we have been engaged in a mini-series of sermons on seed, sowing, time, reaping and harvest.  The focus today is on harvest.

· At harvest reality sets in as the true identity of a crop and its quality is revealed.  You reap what you had sown.  At harvest, there is no deception as no one is deceived and God is not mocked because a man truly reaps what he sowed.  If anyone has been lazy, the harvest does reveal such too.  Recall Psalm 126:5-6, “Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.  He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him” (NIV).  If you sow sparingly, you will reap sparingly.  If you sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully.  Also, at harvest, the entire look alike and fake is exposed. 

· Recall the parable of wheat and the tares (weeds that look like wheat) in Matthew 13:24-30, the owner sowed wheat and his enemy came and sowed tares while everyone was sleeping!  The servants wanted to uproot the weeds but the owner asked them to hold on yet less they also uproot the wheat in the process and added, “Let both grow together until harvest, at that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the tares and tie them in bundles to be burned, then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn”.  At harvest there is a separation of the look-alike from the real crop.  The look-alike is tie in bundles for destruction in the fire.  The real crop is gathered for storage and used as bread to the eater and seed for future propagation to preserve life.

· Harvest cannot occur unless the seed has been sown and time has elapsed.  Harvest takes place when the crop matures and is ripe.  You do not harvest on the same day that you sow the seed.  During the growth process to maturity, the sower tends the crop by weeding, watering, and fertilizing the field.  When the crop is ripe then harvest occurs.  Premature harvest always results in a poor crop with poor storage shelf life.  Therefore it is imperative to allow the field to get ripe before commencing harvest.

· Farmers know the harvesting season and always tell when to begin the harvest.  Also at harvest time there is urgency to complete the harvest quickly to avoid damage and loss of the crop to the elements and predators.  Farmers may even hire or utilize additional labor force to help with the harvest.

· Thus our text for the day began with Jesus expressing the in getting involved in the harvest and described it as “My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of Him who sent Me and finish His work.  Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’?  I tell you, pen your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest”.  Jesus’ desire was to fulfill the will of God who sent Him to save lives.  He was urgent and passionate at it to finish His work.  How serious do you take the work Jesus left us to do?  He commanded us to go into the world and make disciples, yet we prefer to sit in the confines of these four walls and make members.   If Mt Traveler is just after getting members, it will get members.  Members may or may not pay their dues depending on how they feel.  They are usually contented with their names being on the roster.  Wake up! Jesus has not called us into making members but making disciples of all nations.  This is because disciples do not act ugly like members do.  Please, do not get me wrong because true disciples know that they are members of the body of Christ and not members on their own by themselves.  And those who belong to Christ as members of His body know how to behave themselves.  They are faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful in serving Him.  Disciples are followers, learners and well disciplined.  “Members” are sometimes cocky, rude, or unruly if their demands are not satisfied.

· Let me say this to you, Mt Traveler under this pastorate is not concerned about building membership but making more disciples.  Therefore all who desire to be disciples participate in the orientation class that is offered to those who unite with this local body of Christ.  Those who have recently united with this fellowship of believers at Mt Traveler are encouraged to report for this orientation class beginning next Sunday, July 10 2005 at 9:15 AM.  This class will run for 6-8 sittings to get you familiar with what God desires of us as disciples at Mt Traveler.  Those who have been in the Church for a long time need to be in this class also so as to refresh their memory of what God desires of disciples.

· The primary work of the Church is to make disciples anything else than this is secondary.  The fields are ripe for harvest for the kingdom of God.  Jesus wants us to open our eyes and see that the fields are ripe for harvest.  Wake up Mt Traveler and observe the tons and billions of people crying and searching for what they don’t know.  All they need is salvation and knowledge of the truth to become faithful disciples and fulfill their God given purposes in live.  Wake up from your sleep and be part of the harvesters employed to reap where you have not sown.

· The text of the day continued that “Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together”.   Every believer’s responsibility is to harvest for eternal life.  You must witness for Jesus to win souls for eternal life. You must sow the seed (the word of God) into lives to preserve life unto eternal life.  The seed (the written word) declares that whosoever believes will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).  Your wages or reward is the joy of eternal life extended to all who believe.  Take note also that both the sower and the reaper are glad at the harvest.  You might not be the reaper, but if you are a sower, your joy is equal.  I can hear Paul saying, I sowed and Apollos watered but it is God who gave the increase.

· For Mt Traveler to grow to maturity and become fruitful everyone in this fellowship must understand that it is not about who sows or who reaps, it is not about me or about you.  It is about God, His kingdom and its righteousness so that souls can be harvested for eternal life.

· The text then concluded, “Thus the saying ‘one sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.  Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefit of their labor”.  Do you know that the saints that have gone before us worked hard at sowing the seed (the word of God)?  Some died as martyrs.  Others suffered various persecutions, while some labored through the rain and the heat, through rough terrains and the cold receptions of human hearts.  They sowed and now the fields are ripe for harvest, yet we are lazy and disobedient to the command of Jesus to go into the world and make disciples of all nations.

· At Mt Traveler we are looking for reapers – serious reapers because the fields are ripe and ready for harvest.  Time is running out and the reapers must go to work so that there will be no damage or loss of the crops.  All you need to do is to open your eyes and observe.  People need the Lord.  Who will go for us, and who shall we sent?  Who is willing and would answer the call like Isaiah did and said, “Here I am, sent me”.

· Today we are making a different altar call.  All that are willing to get involve in making disciples for the Lord along with this Pastor please come forward to the front where I will meet you.  This is not a call to join the Church but a call for reapers for the Lord.  If you are not serious about participating in being a reaper in the harvest, don’t bother to come forward.  It is about commitment in the Lord’s business.  It is a serious call.  I warn you again in the presence of the Lord, only if you are serious to be a reaper, don’t bother to come forward.  But if you truly want to become a fisher of men, come and join me up front.  Do not be deceived; God is not mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  If you sow to please your sinful nature, from that nature you will reap destruction.  But if you sow to please the Holy Spirit, from the Spirit you will reap eternal life.  Is there any who will answer the call to be a reaper?  This is the final call, all who are willing to get involve in making disciples, please come now.  We will teach you to be a disciple so you can disciple others, Amen.

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
July 10, 2005 


The Triune God


((John 4:21-24)

· The doctrine of the Triune God (Trinity) has baffled all mankind, both Christians and non-Christians.

· Christianity is the only way of life adopted by followers of Jesus Christ.  Although it is the way of life it is also a religion.  Each religion has its own unique characteristics but every religion has five tenets – Traditions, rites and rituals, faith, mysteries and revelations.  Because of these tenets, even within Christianity there are various religions such as Catholics, Baptists, Evangelicals, Pentecostals, etc.  Therefore God has placed on my heart to do a series on “The Mysteries in Christianity” during the next 14 weeks.

· A mystery is something that is not clear to human understanding.  It is something secret or concealed, or obscured to man.  A mystery is anything that cannot be explained physically.  It beyond the physical and so it is supernatural.

· The first message in this series of sermon on “Mysteries in Christianity” will focus on the Triune God.  The Triune God is a mystery because man cannot grasps this concept easily, unless revealed to him by the spirit of God.

· Christians believe in the Triune God.  This concept is also known as the Trinity to imply the Triune God encompasses God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  There is nowhere in the Bible that you will find Triune God or Trinity but the concept is widespread throughout the Bible.  The belief of Christians in a Triune God is a mystery to other religions and some of them therefore do alleged that Christians worship and serve three Gods.  What a fallacy! 

· Christians do worship and serve the only one true God.  In fact God is displeased whenever anyone worships or serves other gods.  He is the only one worthy of our worship and praise.  He is the only one true, wise and eternal God, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  In Deuteronomy 6:4-5 we read, “The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heat, and with all your soul, and with all your strength”.

· In Genesis chapter one this Triune God is presented as the Creator who spoke things into being.  It says in Genesis 1:1 that in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  In Genesis 1:2 God’s spirit was hovering over the waters.  And in Chapter 3:15 God was promise to incarnate as the Seed (Jesus Christ, the Son) of the woman to crush the head of the devil.  Thus Genesis 1:26 recognized the Triune God when it reported God saying, “Let us make man in our on image, in our likeness and let them rule over the fish of the sea and birds of the air, over livestock, over all the earth and over all creatures that move along the ground”.  Yes, God made man with intellect, emotions and capacity to recreate, yet holy and full of wisdom to rule all the earth.

· This Triune God had the interest of man all along from the beginning.  The Triune God brings to mind the significance of the use of numbers in the Scriptures.  The number 3 is the number of totality or fullness.  The Triune God therefore implies the only one God in His totality or fullness.  The Triune God is a mystery to mankind because humans are rational beings who will always rationalize that how can 3 be 1.  How can the Triune God be one when the prefix tri means 3?  Or how can the Triune God be 3 in 1 or 1 in 3?  And with our finite minds how can we understand an infinite God?

· Well, if you are familiar with the usage of numbers in the Scriptures, you will understand that the number 3 implies totality or fullness, such that the Triune God means one God in totality or fullness.  Otherwise it will be a mystery to you!  So do not take the numbers used in Scriptures literary.  

· The book of Colossians expresses that the fullness of God is in Christ Jesus!

· In the story of the birth of Jesus, we can deduce the concept of the Triune God or Trinity.  In Matthew 1:20-23 the following phrases that help us reach this deduction are used …”is conceived of the Holy Sprit”, “give Him the name Jesus”, and “call His name Immanuel – which means God with us”.   Here the Triune God can be deduced as God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  The Triune God is a mystery until it is revealed to you and God opens your understanding that the number 3 means totality or fullness.  The fullness of God is described by these phrases use in describing the event of Jesus Christ’s birth story.

· Whenever you experience the fullness of God, the result is true worship by man.  Thus our text in John 4:24 states, “God is Spirit and His worshipers must worship in Spirit and in Truth”.  Here again the Triune God is described in this Scripture with regards to worship.  This implies you cannot worship God without doing so in His fullness or totality (the Triune God or Trinity).  Looking closely at this verse, it makes mention of God referring to the Father, Spirit to the Holy Spirit, and Truth (the Seed or the Son) to Jesus Christ.

· In John 1:14 Jesus is also described as the only begotten (Son) of Father full of grace and truth and Jesus described Himself in John 14:6 as “the Way, the Truth and the Light”.  Therefore the Triune God is one and only one true God who expresses Himself in totality or fullness as God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to enable us to experience Him and acquire the capability to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.

· In verse 21 of our text Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem”.  Then verse 23 added, “Yet a time is coming and it is now come when the true worshipers will worship in spirit and in truth; for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.

· Let me ask, what kind of a worshiper are you and what kind of worshipers does God seek?  They are the worshipers that have understood the mystery of the Triune God – the totality of God and the fullness of God! Hallelujah!!

· As we conclude this worship experience, I desire to inquire whether the Spirit has revealed to you the mystery of the Triune God?  Do you now know the totality or fullness of God? It begins with acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Then you become united with God’s household and become a join heir with Jesus to the Kingdom of God.  Then you can become a true worshiper.

· All religions of the world claim to worship God but you cannot be a true worshiper without accepting God’s way through accepting Him as the Triune God, in His totality or fullness. 

· Therefore if you desire to know the Triune God by accepting His way provided through Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, why don’t you come?

· If you had previously accepted Jesus Christ but went astray because you did not fully understand the Triune God (Trinity) and now desire to come back to Him, why don’t you also come?

· And if you are new in the area or are looking for a Church home to continue your true worship and growth in the knowledge of the fullness of God, why don’t you consider Mt Traveler and come also?  Are there any persons in any of these three categories?  Why don’t you come in answer to our invitation while the Praise Team leads us in a song?

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
July 17, 2005 


The Invisible God

(Colossians 1:15-23)

· On last Sunday we started our sermon series on Mysteries in Christianity. A mystery is something that is not clear to human understanding, is something secret or concealed, or obscured to man that cannot be explained physically, and is supernatural beyond the physical.

· The first message in this series of sermon on “Mysteries in Christianity” focused on the Triune God.  We did underscore that the Triune God is the only one true God in His totality or fullness.  This is the fashion in which Christians believe the Triune God but other religions don’t and that is why it is a mystery to them.  

· Today the subject of our discussion on the mysteries in Christianity focuses on the Invisible God. We know already from last week message that God is Spirit and His worshipers must worship Him in spirit and truth.

· Today I want to submit to you that if God is spirit, then He cannot be visible physically. In fact, 1Timothy 6:16 suggests that God alone is immortal; who lives in unapproachable light and whom no one has seen or can see.  It is a mystery then in the physical sense to acknowledge there is God when you cannot see Him. God however is visible in the spirit, within the mind’s eyes and that is why those who have known Him in His totality or fullness can worship Him in spirit and truth.

· God is holy and the Scripture is clear that without holiness no eye shall see God.  Perhaps, this lack of holiness is one of the major reasons why man cannot see God with the naked eyes because in the flesh there is corruption

· I want to suggest to you that God is invisible because He is spirit and man is flesh.  Secondly God is holy while man is unholy or sinful.  Therefore you cannot see God unless you are in the spirit or you are dead.  The invisible God is visible to the mind’s eyes in the spirit and not to the naked physical eyes.  And even if you have not seen God with your naked eyes, you have seen the wonders of his works.

· Let ask, how many of you have ever seen God physically?  Now how many of you have ever seen the wonder works of God either in your life or someone else?  There is a proverb in the Hausa language that says, “Ikon Allah sai Kallo” meaning “It is amazing to watch the wonder works of God”.  But I want to submit to you that it is usually difficult to see God in your mind’s eyes or even see the wonder of His work physically unless He has revealed His invisible Being to you.  This is why God revealed Himself in His Son (Jesus Christ) so that we can know Him and see Him. Now this is the solution to invisibility of God.  When we know God in His totality or fullness by accepting the way He has provided through the Seed (Jesus Christ, the Son) we can see Him because Jesus Christ came to remove the veil of sin that conceals God.

· Thus our text for the day began, “He (Jesus, God the Son) is the image of the invisible God, the first born over all creation.  For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers, or rulers or authority; all things were created by Him and for Him”.  Paul here argues about the identity and character of Jesus Christ.  Interestingly, Paul began his argument with a paradoxical statement, “He is the image of the invisible God”.

· It is a paradoxical statement because by definition anything that is invisible has no image.  Rather it is the visible physical objects that would have images!  What Paul did by making this statement was to make a distinction between the physical and the spiritual.  The invisible God is a mystery to mankind because man has not distinguished the physical and the spiritual.

· Since God is spirit, He has no form and therefore no physical image.  However, God does indeed have substance spiritually and in the mind’s eyes and in the spirit He has an image.  The Book of Hebrews encourages us to have faith in this substance (Called God) that we hope for and is the evidence of what we do not see; and that anyone who comes to Him must believe He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him (Hebrew 11:1,6).  The image of God is the spiritual image that entails the ethical and moral dimensions of God’s nature, which Paul emphasized to the Colossians.

· The word “image” refers to the Greek word “eikon” (icon used in computers) meaning a visible manifestation and representation along with character as depicted in Hebrews 10:1 which reads, “The law is only a shadow of good things that are coming – not the realities themselves”. 

· So here in the text of the day, Paul is teaching the Colossians that the character of Jesus is exactly like God that He represents God perfectly and that He, through His moral behavior, has made what was previously the invisible character of God completely visible to all mankind.  Therefore, Jesus was able to tell Phillip, “He that has seen Me, has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  It is therefore only in Jesus Christ that the Deity is fully revealed to mankind.  Thus the text for the day in Colossians 1:19 state, “For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwells in Him (Jesus)”.  It is also through Jesus that God reconciles to Himself all tings, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. 

· The mystery in Christianity concerning the invisible God is that once you have been reconciled to God through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, He becomes visible in your mind’s eyes and spiritually.  Thus Colossians 1:21-22 state, “once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free of accusation”.  This implies you have been pronounced “not guilty”.  You have become holy and so you can see God.  You do not have to wait to die before you can see him or behold His glory.

· Our text for the day then concludes, “if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel”, then let me add you will stand not condemned and the invisible God becomes visible to you now in your mind’s eyes and spiritually for eternity.

· This is why I get excited about preaching the gospel.  What is the gospel?  It is good news.   It is the good news that Jesus became flesh to reveal the invisible God.  He came to die so He can reconcile mankind to God.  And in Him we are admonished “to put on the new man which is renewed in the knowledge after the image of Him that created Him (Colossians 3:10) and to “put on the new self created to be like God in His righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).  Therefore the concept of the invisible God made visible through Jesus Christ the “image of the invisible God” is plain because in Christ we stand not guilty, not condemned but holy.  As such we can see God because Jesus Christ makes Him visible.  Hallelujah! Now pay attention to the words of the great Hymn on the invisible God.

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish—but naught changeth Thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
But of all Thy rich graces this grace, Lord, impart
Take the veil from our faces, the vile from our heart.

All laud we would render; O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee,
And so let Thy glory, almighty, impart,
Through Christ in His story, Thy Christ to the heart

· As we conclude this message, I ask you, have you been reconciled to God through Jesus, the “image of the invisible God”?  Is your conscience clear without guilt?  Can you see the invisible God and His character in your mind’s eyes and spiritually?  If all your responses are yes, then praise the Lord!  If not then you need to know God through His fullness by accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  Is there anyone who wants to do just that today?  Then, why not come now?

· Perhaps you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you went astray because you decided to do things to please self (I, me, and myself) rather than God but you do now desire to come back today, why don’t you also come?

· Alternatively, you are new in the area or have been looking for a Church home to continue your growth in the knowledge of God after the image of Him who created you in His own image, why don’t you consider Mt. Traveler and unite with us?  If you so desire, you too can come as the choir leads us in a song.

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
July 24, 2005 



Deity Veiled


(Colossians 2:1-15)

· Unless someone misconstrues the discussions on the mysteries in Christianity, we once again want to clarify that these are not mysteries to Christians but non-Christians that do not understand our faith.  Therefore we are trying to keep you informed about these issues in case someone asks you because they are mysteries to them.

· All Christians should know about these mysteries in Christianity because they are fundamentals in the Christian doctrine.  Mysteries are things that cannot be explained in the physical, they are things that are veiled and supernatural. 

· The first mystery in Christianity that we discussed is the Triune God (or Trinity).  Every believer should be able to explain the Trinity to anyone who inquires to know because the Triune God is the only one true God in His fullness or totality – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  When you know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior, the Triune God is no longer a mystery to you because this truth has been revealed to you and the indwelling Holy Spirit continues to educate you on this subject matter.

· Similarly, the second mystery in Christianity that we discussed on last Sunday: “The Invisible God” is no longer a mystery to anyone who has acknowledged Jesus Christ – the image of the invisible God – as His personal Lord and savior.

· This leads us to our focus for discussion today, “Deity Veiled” or God hidden from mankind.  God appears to be hidden from man because man is flesh and sinful whereas God is spirit and holy.  The only way whereby Deity is unveiled to man is through the Son, Jesus Christ.

· And because mankind has refused or rejected to accept the way God provided for a relationship with Him, man has resorted to believe there is no God simply because he cannot see Him physically.

· The atheists completely deny the existence of God and reject the very idea of God altogether.  They claim that historically there is no physical proof for Deity or God because of the inability on their part to define Deity.  To them it is a mystery for them to understand why believers talk about Deity.

· The agnostics admit to the existence of something but deny its personification.  They too like the atheist are unable to define Deity.

· To both the atheists and agnostics Deity is veiled, but to the believer Deity is unveiled, as He has been revealed through Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ removes the veil of unbelief and the Holy Spirit works continually within believers to reflect the glory of Deity (or God).

· The Scriptures in 2Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) declare, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s (Deity’s) glory, we are being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord (Deity), who is the Spirit”.  And because the Holy Spirit indwells true believers (Christians, who believe in the one and only true God in His fullness), Deity is no longer veiled to them.  However to others, Deity is veiled and this is a mystery to them.  To some these individuals, like the Mormons, they consider themselves gods and equate themselves with God.  What a blasphemy!  Simply because the Scriptures say that believers have or share the divine nature (Holy Spirit) dwelling within us does not imply that anyone is equal to Deity.  To those who believe they are gods in themselves, Deity is still veiled and it is a mystery to them.

· Thus our text for the day presents Paul’s argument to Christians at Colosse that they were to be careful not to be deceived by the philosophy of men to whom Deity is veiled.  His purpose in writing them was that these believers would have “full riches of complete understanding in order to know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:2-3, NIV).

· Let me submit to you that it is true believers in Christ that understand that “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over all power and authority” as stated in Colossians 2:9-10 (NIV).

· The text for the day then encourages us from verses 6-8, “So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord (Deity), continue to live in Him, rooted and build up in Him, strengthened in your faith as were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than Christ” (NIV).  

· Christians, let me remind you, you have a great deal in Christ.  And Mt Traveler, you know Christ is God because He is God the Son, revealing Deity in fullness.  Therefore Deity is no longer veiled to you because you know Jesus Christ.

· Thus our text for the day concludes in Verses 13-15, “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave you all your sins, having cancelled the written code (the Law), with the regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed the power and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (NIV).  And I say, “Hallelujah!”  You see in Christ, Deity is unveiled, and we stand not condemned.

· Those who still think they are gods in themselves, or that there is no God or that God has no personification, Deity is still veiled and they are still condemned because they have not believed in the only begotten of the Father, Jesus Christ the fullness of Deity and Redeemer of mankind.

· Mt Traveler Members and all who call themselves believers, it is time to examine ourselves.  Is Deity veiled to us because we have not accepted God’s way in Christ Jesus?  All the written code and its seemingly appearance of wisdom cannot really save you from indulging in sin.  Only Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit can.  If you are here and desire to try Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, why don’t you come?  The Palmist says come and taste the Lord is good!  We are not inviting into religion but into a way of life and a relationship with God and also His believers.

· If you have known Christ previously as Lord and savior but were deceived by human philosophy which is not according to Christ and now you realize that knowing Christ is actually the best thing that ever happened to you, and so you desire to come back to His fellowship now, why don’t you come also?

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been looking for a Church home and the Lord has been speaking to you to unite with this local body of believers at Mt Traveler, you too why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
July 31, 2005 


The Unsearchable God

(Matthew 11:25-30)

· When we discussed the Triune God and the Invisible God, we did set a tone for our discussion on the Unsearchable God.  We have already established that the Triune God is the ONLY one and true God in His fullness.  Also, we suggested that because God is Spirit and holy whereas man is flesh and sinful, God is invisible to man in his nature.  Therefore unless we receive the provision that God has made for a personal relationship with Him by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, God remains Deity unveiled.  If God is veiled or hidden from us how can you search for Him?  In fact it becomes impossible to do so and God then remains unsearchable to man.  Thus the unsearchable God is a mystery to anyone without a personal relationship with Him!

· William Kilgore in his article “Our Mysterious God” sums up that “The God revealed in Scripture and worshipped by Christians is infinitely mysterious.  That is, it is impossible for any of us to fully comprehend God due to limitations placed upon us by both our own finite, depraved minds and by God Himself, who has revealed only what He has chosen to”.

· Also, God elects to reveal some things to us and chooses to keep some as a secret from us.  Paul wrote in 1Corinthians 13:12, “Now we see but poor reflection as in a mirror, then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known”.  Thus even believers never comprehend God fully, until when we get to His presence.  And so I submit to you “the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of the Law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).  If we are to get to see or meet the unsearchable God, we need to follow the road map He has provided for us – and this is His Word (the Living Word, Jesus Christ and the Written Word, the Bible).  When you follow the road map you will understand that certain things are not revealed to us at all, while other things were revealed after Christ came in the flesh.  So God is unsearchable and it is a mystery to those without Jesus Christ.

· Listen to what Zophar the Naamathite said in Job 11:7-9 “Can you fathom the mysteries of God?  Can you probe the limits of the Almighty?  They are higher than the heavens – what can you do?  They are deeper than the depths of the grave – what can you know?  Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea”.  Note here that Zophar mentions four-dimensional analogies to illustrate the perfect knowledge of God, namely height (heavens), depth (hell), length (earth) and width (the Sea).  Now listen to the same four dimensional analogy applied to the love of Christ described by Paul in Ephesians 3:17-19 “… so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know that this love surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God”.

· The unsearchable God is a mystery to them that have no personal relationship with Him.  In the flesh it is practically impossible to search for God appropriately.  The Psalmist said, “Your ways, O God are holy.  What god is so great as our God?  Your path led through the sea, your way through mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen” (Psalm 77:13&19; NIV).  Even though God is unsearchable, Isaiah suggests that we are to “Seek Him while He may be found; call on Him while He is near (Isaiah 55:6).  Then he makes us realize that God’s ways and thoughts are different from ours.  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways declares the Lord.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9, NIV).

· For us to know God’s ways and thoughts, we need to know His mind.  Thus Paul asked a rhetorical question in 1Corinthians 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that He may instruct Him”?  And his quick response was, “But we have the mind of Christ”.  Having the mind of Christ helps you to search for the unsearchable God in the right place and according to the way He has provided you to find Him (through Jesus Christ).  Too many times man searches for God in the wrong way and in the wrong places and so remain restless in search of God who appears to be unsearchable.  And this is the mystery about the unsearchable God to those who fail to seek Him in the right way and the right place.

· Thus our text for the day began, “At that time Jesus said, I praise you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure” (Matthew 11:25-26).  What time was being referred to here?  It was the time that cities, which had received the greatest miracles, rejected Christ and did not repent.  However, God’s good pleasure is in revealing Himself to those with simple faith like children.  The intellectual atheists, agnostics and those who think of themselves as gods will never find God and to them God is unsearchable and a mystery.  God cannot be put in a box and studied to proof that indeed He exists.

· The text for the day then went on to inform us through the declaration of Jesus, “All things have been committed to me by the Father.  No one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27).  Jesus chooses to reveal God to whosoever that has simple faith as little children and a humble heart.  Thus He extends an invitation to all those who are tired of searching for God and peace for their souls in the wrong ways and in the wrong places.  Listen to His invitation at the conclusion of our text for the day.  It reads, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest (peace).  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest (peace) for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 28-30).

· There can never be a better invitation to finding the unsearchable God than this one here. Therefore as we conclude this worship message, I want to invite you to come and try this Jesus whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.  You will discover that in Him your soul can find rest (peace) and your search for the unsearchable God would end.

· If you are here and do not know Jesus as your Lord and savior, we invite you to come and try Him right now.  We are not inviting you into religion or just to become a member of Mt Traveler but rather to become a disciple of Jesus Christ and a true member of God’s household.  If you want to do so, why don’t you come and we will guide you into this wonderful relationship with Jesus that brings peace to your soul?  Likewise if you desire to rededicate your life to Christ or unite with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler, why don’t you come also as the choir leads us in a song?  For those reading these sermon synopses and you need spiritual guidance please contact us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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