WORSHIP

January 2, 2005: 

Commitment To Worship
(John 4:7-42)

· Worship is an act of adoration done in Spirit and in Truth within a loving relationship.

·  God is Spirit and those who worship Him MUST worship in Spirit and in Truth.

· Only those who have the (Holy) Spirit of God can truly worship Him.

· Obedience to God in spirit and in truth is proof of one’s love to and for Him.

· True worshippers do not need a building or a special worshipping place (like the temple or the mountains).

· God does not dwell in houses built with hands but in the hearts of men.

· Samaritans worshipped in the mountains and the Jews in the temple in Jerusalem.

· The time is coming and has now come when true worshippers will worship God in spirit and in truth.

· God searches for such worshippers.

· True worshippers thirst for God as the dear pants for water.

· If you do not worship God, definitely you will find a substitute (money, education, power, fame, possessions, etc.).

· To become a true worshipper you need to enter into a personal relationship with God. The steps include: confession of and repentance from sin, receiving forgiveness; accepting Jesus into your life as Lord and Savior and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit as a seal for your salvation.  Then you can make a commitment to worship.

· Commitment to worship is a call to enter into a loving relationship with God as lead by the Holy Spirit and the Truth of the Word of God.  Then you can worship God in spirit and in truth.

January 9, 2005: 

Why Worship God?
(Psalms 103:1-22)

· True worship is in spirit and in truth.

· True worship involves the soul and all the inmost parts (heart, mind, strength and will).

· In true worship:

· God’s presence is felt

· God’s pardon is offered and received

· God’s purpose is revealed for your life, circumstances, conditions and situations.

· God’s power is demonstrated or displayed

· We therefore worship God because:

· He first loved us.

· We cannot forget His benefits to us.

· In His presence there is security, calmness, peace, joy, love and great assurance that all shall be all right and it is!

· He forgiveness is granted as He always offers pardon to the repentant.

· He heals ALL our diseases.

· He crowns true worshippers with love because He is Love.

· He satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagles.

· He works righteousness and justice for all.

· He is compassionate and gracious.

· He is slow to anger and abounding in love.

· He will not always accuse; nor will He harbor His anger forever.

· As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions!

· He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

· We are temporal in existence here on earth as the grass.

· His love and compassion is with those who fear Him and His righteousness with their children’s children – with those who keep His covenant and remember His precepts.

January 16, 2005: 

Worship In Payers
(Matthew 6:5-14; 7:7-8)

· Prayer is one of the key ingredients in true worship.

· It is communicating with God in the love relationship we have with Him.

· No relationship thrives healthily in the absence of good communication.

· Communication is not a one-way traffic – it involves both parties concerned.

· Prayers involve talking to God and listening to Him as He responds to the prayers.

· Prayer is a necessity – for we ought to pray and not faint.

· It is necessary because it is an avenue for expressing our love (worship) in spirit and in truth.

· It is the means through which God’s power is demonstrated or displayed as we pray in faith.

· Prayers drive away worry and anxiety, which are both detrimental to our faith.

· Through worship in prayers we perceive and acknowledge God’s presence and revere Him in spirit and in truth.

· A prayerful church is powerful whereas a prayer less one is powerless, so also a prayerful individual is powerful whilst a prayer-less one is powerless!

· Prayer connects one to the power source, God.

· Prayers are not said to impress people but so that the power of prayer can influence them.

· Prayer involves ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication) as well as ASK (Asking, Seeking and Knocking).

· Prayer allows God’s peace to rule in the heart and mind.

· Prayer needs to be specific, persistent or fervent, and with great anticipation for God’s response in faith, then God’s power will be displayed or demonstrated.

· Prayer must not be for selfish reasons or else God will not answer.

January 23, 2005: 

Worship In Singing
(Ephesians 5:15-20)

· There is something unique about music and singing that revives the soul and makes one acknowledge God’s presence and worship Him.

· Music soothes the heart, mind and soul.

· Godly music and singing drives away evil spirits (Recall how David used to play the harp and sing to King soul to drive away the evil spirit each time it came upon him!)

· Music in itself is good except that music can be defiled by its lyrics.  So be careful as to the type of music you listen to because some lyrics in the music can lure you into sinfulness.

· Generally, music appeals to most people as an effective means of communication.

· As such the songs we sing during worship can influence people to worship God in spirit and in truth.

· Thus the text for today warns that Christians are to be careful how they live, not as unwise but wise, making the most of every opportunity for the days are evil.

· You must understand the will of God even as you worship in singing.

· There is no way that you can worship God in spirit and in truth when you are drunk on wine, rather true worship occurs when you are filled with the (Holy) Spirit.

· True worship through singing involves Christians speaking to one another in Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs.

· True worship in singing allows God’s presence to be felt, God’s pardon to be offered, God’s purpose to be revealed and God’s power to be displayed (Recall the incidence of Paul and Silas singing and praying at midnight in prison! – Acts 16:25-26).

· Singing and prayers always lifts one right into the presence of God.

January 30, 2005: 

Worship In Giving
(2 Corinthians 9:6-15)

· Giving is another unique way of worshipping God, especially when it is from the heart.

· It is more blessed to give than to receive; in either case both the giver and the recipient are blessed except that the giver is more blessed!  For instance in the feeding of the five thousand, a boy gave up all his lunch of five small barley loaves and two small fish.  In return he got 12 baskets full of collected leftovers after Jesus had given thanks and blessed the lad’s lunch.

· Worship in giving involves giving generously from the heart.

· Today’s text states: whoever sows sparingly reaps sparingly; and whoever sows generously reaps generously.

· Each man should give what he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver.

· When you give generously from the heart, the Apostle Paul told the Philippians, “my God will supply all your needs (not wants) according to His riches in glory”.

· Jesus admonished saying, give and it will be given unto you; with the measure you give it shall be given unto you but shaken, pressed and overflowing!

· Do not give deceitfully as it can be detrimental (Recall Ananias and Saphira who gave deceitful and grieved the Holy Spirit consequently dying prematurely).

· Your worship in giving acknowledges God as the sole provider of all your needs.

· Today’s txt was also quite explicit that god increases the store of seed and enlarges the harvest of righteousness as you worship in giving generously.

· Your generosity results in thanksgiving to God

· Your worship in giving will cause men to praise God for your obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ.

· Those who are disobedient and fail to give, especially their tithes and offerings, are robbing God as described by the prophet Malachi and do earn their wages to put in bags, pockets or purses with holes as described by the prophet Hagai.

· Again, in worshipping God through giving in spirit and in truth, God’s presence is felt, God’s pardon is offered, God’s purpose is revealed and God’s power is demonstrated as illustrated by the story of the boy who gave his whole lunch to Jesus to feed the five thousand and got twelve (12) baskets full of the leftovers.

