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WORSHIP

February 6, 2005: 

Worship in Preaching

(Hebrews 4:1-16)

· Preaching is proclaiming the Word of God with the view to persuade the audience to believe it, become faithful in obeying it and fruitful in serving God.

· When you attempt to preach in the flesh it is ineffective; it has to done in Spirit and in Truth.

· When the Word is proclaim in Spirit and in Truth, it is sharper than any double-edged sword and it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow.

· To be effective in preaching you MUST first hear from God, understand the message and the declaring it to the people in spirit and in truth.

· If the Word is heard, understood and practiced it makes one wise unto salvation, otherwise folly and destruction are the consequences.

· A positive response to preaching as the Word is received by faith leads to rest (a celebration of peace.

· Those who had the gospel preached to them but are disobedient will not enter the celebration of peace (rest).

· Jesus is our high priest who understands our circumstances, conditions and situations because He had been tempted in every way just as we are tempted, yet without sinning.

· God continues to offer His pardon to us so we can receive mercy and grace (favor with Him).

· Today if you hear His voice through the preaching of His Word do not harden your heart. For today is the day of salvation and now is the acceptable time.

· Salvation is the outcome to a positive response to preaching that has be done in spirit and in truth

· You can be saved and find favor with God by confessing your sins and repenting, accepting your forgiveness, asking Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit as a seal for your salvation.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

February 13, 2005: 

From Slavery To Freedom
(John 8:31-36)

· Slavery as a world-wide practice is well documented to have existed as far back as 3500 BC in the region of Mesopotamia.

· Slavery especially the type that was practiced in America is the most diabolical treatment of other humans.

· Slavery and servant-hood are different. While slaves are treated as subhuman and the least among human beings, servants are the greatest in the Kingdom of God.

· Theocracy sanctions servant-hood whereas capitalism approves of slavery and the brainwashing of people to have slave mentality rather than servant-hood mentality.

· During this Black History Month we cannot afford to evade telling the story the Africans ended up in America as slaves and what it took to gain freedom from slavery.

· Every human being deserves freedom.  Thus slavery was in constant conflict with the Founding Democratic Principles of this nation (America).  At the center of this conflict were the Africans who were bought, sold and used as workers for the rich European immigrants.

· European whites who had moved to this nation in quest of freedom of expression, especially freedom in worship, turned around to deny Africans such freedom by enslaving them.  This is diabolical.

· Although poor whites did also work for the rich ones, they were mostly used as indentured servants.  The first Africans to arrived this nation were used as indentured servants, whose contract said the service will be for four to seven years, and then the servant will be free. 

· Unfortunately because of capitalism mindedness, the Africans were denied their privilege as indentured servants and enslaved.

· Three main factors that accentuated African enslavement were: 

· Africans were quite industrious and used to hard labor outdoors because of the pigment (melanin) in their skin that protected them from the hot tropical sun.

· Africans were very skillful in the field of agriculture.

· Africans had frequent inter-tribal wars about land ownership and so became more vulnerable to slavery and slave trade.

· The Africans therefore became highly prized commodities for slave masters in a system that demanded lots of manual labor outdoors.

· Thus the growth of slavery and slave trading heightened by the middle of the 17th Century to late 18th Century with the journey into slavery starting mostly from West Africa across the Atlantic Ocean through the Caribbean, Latin America to America.

· The first Africans in America arrived as indentured servants via Jamestown, VA in 1619.  Between 1619 and 1640 these indentured servants could earn their freedom as laborers and artisans for European settlers.  However in 1640, Maryland became the first colony to institutionalize slavery, followed by Massachussets in 1641 whose Legislative Body of Liberty stated that “bondage was legal” servitude thus legalizing slavery.

· Thus the institution of slavery became history and as such you have heard terms like the middle passage, triangle trade, circuit trade, three cornered, round about and transatlantic trade routes describing routes used by slaves and slave masters from the coast of Africa to America.

· Unlike the Hebrew slavery in Egypt that occurred long after the death of Joseph, who had invited his Father and sibling to Egypt through the approval of the Pharoah at his time, the Africans were uprooted from relatives by force to become slaves in America.

· Whatever the case (Hebrews or Africans), at the heart of slavery was capitalism leading to oppression and suppression of other peoples for the sake of gaining free labor.

· God hates the oppression and suppression of any people by another.

· Also, the people who are oppressed and suppressed always yearn for freedom.  God offers and provides freedom to such people when they cry to Him for help.

· Thus the journey from slavery to freedom start with resistance to oppression and suppression, and a cry for help from God.  And only God through His Son (Jesus Christ) can grant true freedom.

· The text for the day stated: “To the Jews who had believed Him, Jesus said, ‘if you hold my teaching, you are truly my disciples.  Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free’ ‘’.  

· The secrets to gaining freedom from any kind of slavery include:

· Knowing the Truth.  People perish for lack of knowledge (especially of the Truth)

· Stop denying that you are enslaved to sin or the slavery that occurred in your history of your people in the past.

· Dispel ignorance by learning about your past and your roots; no tree can ever grow healthily without roots.  Knowing your roots does affirm of who you truly are!

· Knowing Jesus the Son of the living God personally.

· Recall what Jesus said, “Any one who sins is a slave to sin”.  Are you still a slave to idolatry, adultery, drunkenness, anger, bitterness, wrath, other bad attitudes, pride, smoking, drugs, lies, pornography, love of money, education, possessions, etc.?  Anything that controls you is your slave master.  This is why Jesus said you couldn’t serve God and money!

· The truth is that if the Son of God sets you free, you will be free indeed!!

· Why don’t you come and taste of the Lord Jesus Christ?  You will find that He is good and will set you free of your sins, addictions and habits!!!

February 20, 2005: 
God Hears The Cry Of The Slaves

(Exodus 3: 7-15)

· Slavery in America was based on subduing; oppressing and suppressing the Blackman of African descend.

· Since many Europeans came to exercise their God-fearing beliefs and practice religious freedom in this nation, slavery (a form of persecution against Africans) in the eyes of colonial America therefore had to be justified.  The black slaves were therefore identified as an inferior and subhuman group destined for servitude.  The Church supported this alienation by arguing: that “Negroes were enslaved because they have sinned against God”.  What could be further the truth than this?  The Scriptures state: that “All have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God”.  This is why the type of slavery practiced in America is the most diabolical form.

· Slaves were robbed of their freedom and will power.  Those who resisted such treatment, more strict and cruel punishment were imposed on them for disobeying the slave master.

· Both slaves and free blacks were then required to wear metal badges embossed ID numbers and occupation.

· However, freedom was always on the heart of the Africans and the quest for freedom was on their minds.  The big question was: how will they gain this freedom?  Their only options were faith in God and resistance to slavery.  The common for of resistance used by slaves was to run away to slave-free states.  Certainly you have heard of the Underground Railroad used by slaves to freedom!  One of the most successful “conductors” of the underground rail rod was Harriet Tubman, leading over 300 slaves to freedom in 19 trips, loosing none.

· Many of the run away slaves successfully survived in the woods (vast wilderness of the undeveloped American countryside) on wild fruits and animals and even married into a segment of the Native Americans.  These were called the “maroons” and later called Black Indians.

· The 19 Century depicted America as a nation under crisis.  The treatment of black slaves was at the center of this crisis as some whites opposed it while others supported it and the black slaves’ resistance was mounting.  Some of the key events that occurred until freedom was gained are as follow:

· 1800 – Gabriel Prosser attempts a slave rebellion to free them in Richmond, VA.

· 1807 – British Parliament had to put a stop to shipping and trading African slaves.

· 1808 – The congress of the United States made it illegal to bring more slaves into the country.  Yet smuggling of Africans as slaves to this country continued well into the 1830s (Amistad insurrection in 1839); and slave trading continued in the States till the day of Emancipation in 1863.

· 1812 – The British offered the African slaves a chance to own land and be free if they fight on their side during the war against the American colonists.

· 1819 – Canada refused free access to American government to pursue escaped slaves living in Canada.

· 1820 – The Missouri Compromise was adopted.  Missouri entered the Union as slaveholding state while Maine as a free bearing state – keeping free and slave states balanced.

· 1822 – Denmark Vessey arrested for planning a slave rebellion in South Carolina.

· 1831 – Nat Turner leads a slave rebellion in Southampton, VA.

· 1833 – The American Anti-slavery was established in Philadelphia, PA; British Parliament abolished slavery in the entire British Empire.

· 1839 – The Amistad Insurrection occurred.

· 1850 – The Compromise of 1850 brought up the issue of slavery again; California entered the Union as a free state whereas the territories of New Mexico, Utah and Texas were allowed to decide as individual states to choose being a slave state or a free state; another much stricter Fugitive Slave Law was passed into effect.

· 1852 – Harriet Beecher Stowe published her novel, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, which became a best seller and a major influence for the Anti-slavery Movement.

· 1854 – The Dred Scott Case – which was a setback for the Abolitionist Movement (in Missouri – he was denied an appeal at the Supreme Court by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney on the basis of that he was a Negro, not jus a slave).

· 1857 – Saw Slavery and Freedom hanging in a balance.

· 1859 – John Brown, a dogmatic abolitionist from Kansas, broke into the Federal Armory at Harpers Ferry, VA; sought out justice to slavery using violence and misapplying the Scripture “Without blood there is no remission for sins”; had long beards at time of his arrest thus was called the “Moses” of the Abolitionist Movement.

· 1860 – Abraham Lincoln elected President; South Carolina secedes.

· 1861 – Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Texas and Virginia secede; Formation of Confederate States of America; Attack on Fort Sumter.

· 1861-1865 – The civil war; the performance of the 54th All Black Infantry Regiment out of Boston, MA – help acceptance of Blacks into the military.

· 1865 – Freedom on the horizon; February 1 1865, President Abraham Lincoln ratified the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution outlawing slavery throughout the whole United States; President Lincoln was assassinated two months later by John Wilkes Booth on April 15, 1865.

· Freedom was fought with faith in God and resistance to slavery.

· Similarly, slavery of the Hebrew by Egypt was fought with resistance to servitude involving hard labor.

· Moses thought he would deliver his people by violence (he killed and Egyptian and hid him in the sand!); God had to teach him to be a shepherd of His people for forty years in the Land of Median and that He (God) delivers His people not through violence but by His Power as He hears the cry of their agony in slavery.

· The text for today began with God speaking to Moses.  The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their sufferings.  So I have come down to rescue them from the land of Egypt and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the land of the Canaanites, Hitites, Amonites, Perizites, Hivites and Jebusites.  And now go, I am sending to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt”.

· Listen carefully, if you are still miserable in your slavery and would cry to God, He will deliver you.

· All you need to do is to cry to Him because of your misery, confessing your sins and repenting of them, and acknowledging the Truth of God.  And when you know the truth, the truth will set you free and if the Son of God sets you free, you will be free indeed from your misery and enter into the celebration of peace in His promised land.

· Remember God is aware of your misery and the slave drivers that cause it by oppressing and suppressing you.

· When God liberates you from your misery, then He can send you to Pharoah (the oppressors and suppressors of His people) to bring them out of their misery and slavery to sin.

· Sin is miserable and God wants Mt Traveler to go and bring out those Adams and Eves that are still in bondage and slavery to sin (Prejudice, racism, idolatry, adultery, habits, attitudes, etc.).

· God has promised to be with you as He told Moses, “I AM” with you and assured him to tell those still in bondage that He is “I AM that I AM”.  Yours is to be obedient and go wherever God has sent you to rescue the perishing because of their bondage and slavery to sin

February 27, 2005: 

The Route To The Promised Land
(Exodus 13:17-18)

· After you have cried to God because of your misery in slavery and He has set you free from slavery to freedom, the route to the promise land may not be as short or friendly as you have thought.

· Whatever the case, God has promised that I will never leave you nor forsake you.

· It will be appropriate to start today’s message with the quotation from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s closing statements of his last speech: I have been to the mountaintop – “Well, I don’t know what will happen now; we’ve got some difficult days ahead.  But it really doesn’t matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.  And I don’t mind.  Like anybody, I will like to live a long live a long life – longevity has its place.  But I’m not concerned about that now.  I just want to do God’s will.  And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain.  And I’ve looked over and I’ve seen the Promised Land.  I may not get there with you.  But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land.  And I’m happy tonight; I’ve not worried about anything, I’m not fearing any man.  Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord”.

· Dr. King’s message was very predictive and prophetic but at the same time his faith was reassuring that God will take his people to the Promised Land.  All that was important to him was not the longevity of life but his desire to do God’s will.

· He was not worried because worry brings about anxiety and anxiety destroys your faith and ultimately your total life here on earth and in the life hereafter.  He was not afraid of any man because man cannot destroy the soul; only God can destroy the body and has the authority to throw anyone into hell fire.

· Dr. King had a vision and it is very clear that he had a mission to oppose the oppression and suppression of his people through non-violence.

· Today, Mt. Traveler, we have a vision to be passionate yet compassionate for the purpose of being faithful in obeying the truth of His Word and fruitful in serving Him so that we can fulfill our mission of becoming a caring Church with ministries, changing lives, connecting people, and creating friendship and favor with God and man.  And we MUST have faith to fulfill this and have a desire to do God’s will on our way to the Promised Land.  And we cannot afford to worry about anything or be afraid of any man.

· The route to the Promised Land may not be short or friendly.  Jesus warned us saying: In this world you will have tribulations but be of good cheer because I have overcome the world.

· Yes, the Africans in America might have gained their freedom from slavery, but they are still struggling in life.  We are still battling even with the freedom we have from slavery.  Some prefer to continue to live in slavery and so have consistently depicted slave mentality.

· Those of us who did not taste the bitterness of fighting for freedom do not appreciate the sweet fruits of freedom.

· We have forgotten about the quest for knowledge and skills, and have developed the desire and dependence on hand downs that will keep us in the slavery of laziness and dependence on someone else.  We have forgotten about our roots and the industriousness, diligence and skillfulness of our fore fathers.  We have forgotten that God said: my people perish for lack of knowledge and that without vision my people parish.  We have also forgotten the faith of our fore fathers and their cry to God for our freedom.  Now we are using our freedom as an occasion for sin.  We have lost sight of the route or road to the Promised Land and are wandering in the wilderness of despair!

· Out of slavery on February 1, 1865, our fore fathers knew that the Church and acquiring they had been deprived was the route to partaking of the “promised land” of this nation.  So they collected the little resources (the pennies) and built Churches – the Centers of their spiritual, social, and educational activities.  And in less than 30 years, they had organized and collected their pennies to establish schools: Alabama State (, 1867), Alabama A&M (1875), Miles College (1905), Oakwood College (1896), Selma University (1878), Stillman College (1876), Talladega (1867), Tuskegee (1881) – in AL; Arkansas Baptist (1884), Philander Smith college (1877), University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (1873) – in AR; Delaware State (1878); Howard  (1867) – DC; Bethune-Cookman (1904), Florida A&M Univ. (1887), Florida Memorial (1879) – FL; Albany State (1903), Clark Atlanta (1865), Fort Valley (1895), Morehouse (1867), Morris Brown (1881), Paine (1882), Savanna State (1890), Spelman (1881) – GA; Kentucky State (1886); Gambling (1901), Southern Univ. A&M (1880) – LA; Bowie State (1865), Coppin State (1900) – MD; Alcorn (1871), Jackson State (1877), Rust (1866), Taugoloo (1869) – MS; Lincoln Univ. (1866), Bennett (1873), Fayetteville State (1867), Livingstone (1879) – MO; North Carolina A&T (1891), St Augustine (1867), Shaw Univ. (1868), Winston Salem (1892) – NC; Langston (1897) – OK; Fisk (1867), Lane (1895) – TN; Hampton (1868), Virginia St. (1882), Virginia Union (1865) – VA.

· Yet today we are blessed with thousands and millions of dollars and we do not care to support these schools or the students who desire to attend these schools.  Also, we that have all the opportunity to get a good education fool around with slave mentality and think we are cool.

· I am concerned about our children and youth, encouraging them to excel in education as a path to the “promise land” of success in this nation.  The struggle still continues for the African American.  Do you think America is ready for a President who is African American?  And how long is it since we gained freedom? Yes, it has been 160 years since gaining freedom from slavery!

· Why did Dr. King die?  It was in the fight for civil rights for the African Americans.  Do all African Americans have all the freedom to exercise their civil rights?  No! – They are still being portray as the evil ones and stereotyped as criminals, drug addicts, thugs and rogues, as well as sexual perverts.

· African Americans need to be educated that the way to the promise land contains the giants of segregation, racism, and prejudice among many that lead to discrimination, worry, fear and discouragement which ultimately lead to laziness and unproductiveness.

· The way to the promise land may not be short or friendly but they route God decides to lead us through has to be followed in faith as His presence leads always.

· Thus the text for the day stated: “When Pharoah let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistines country, though it was shorter.  For God said, if they face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt.  So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.  The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle”.  

· God knows us more than we know ourselves.  So when He sets us free from slavery, He does not lead us through the shortest route to the promise land.  Rather He leads us through the longer routes to get us seasoned, prepared and mature to utilize the benefits of the promise land wisely.  And on these longer routes, there will “maras” (places of bitterness) and “Elims” (places of refreshments).  Whatever the case, as long as God leads, He will always make a way out of our circumstances, conditions or situations – you often hear the older folks among our fore parents express this as: “God will always make a way out of no way”.

· God always lead us to have a purpose, vision and mission in life; preparing and equipping us to face the war against fear, worries, prejudices, racisms, “classes”, discrimination, fears, worries, discouragement, laziness and unproductiveness.  He leads by grace through faith as the scripture declares: we walk by faith and not by sight!

· God does not through the shortest routes or short cuts because the giants are on those ways and we may change our minds and return to Egypt, a symbol for slavery.  The Philistines are used symbolically for giants that can frighten you to give up going into the Promised Land – the land that flows with milk and honey.  These giants are temptations, tribulations or trials, which are all forms of persecutions.  But the real giants that can stop you from entering the Promised Land are the sins of transgressions and iniquities.

· Therefore we cannot be violent even when tempted to do so.  Resistance without violence will secure victory.  Remember tribulations always lead to patience, patience then gives birth to character, and character hope, which does not disappoint us because God has poured His love into us by the Holy Spirit.

· Always come out of Egypt (slavery of any type) armed for battle against sin through your faith, patience and character.  The longevity of life will then not matter to us although it has it place.  What will matter most is to do God’s perfect will, by being faithful in obeying His Word and fruitful in serving Him.  Then we shall hear the final salute from Him, “well done thou good and faithful servant, enter into my rest”.
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