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JESUS 

December 6, 2005



God With Us!


John 1:1-14

· Two verses, one at the beginning (Mat. 1:23) and the other at the end (Mat. 28:20) of Matthew’s gospel, present irrefutable facts about Jesus’ constant presence in the World.  Matthew 1:23 reads, “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call Him ‘Immanuel’ – which means, ‘God with us’”.  And Matthew 28:20 partially reads, “… And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age”.

· These two verses also set a tone for our celebration of the Advent and Christmas.  On Christmas Day, December 25, we shall once more commemorate that day, over 2000 years ago, when Jesus came into this world to be “God with us”.  On that day we shall will more than just commemorate a historic event but we shall actually celebrate the fact that from that moment of His birth to the end of the age, Jesus is always with us to encourage us, uplift us, forgive us, love us, befriend us, lead us and guide us throughout life.
· However, it can be troubling and sometimes difficult to believe that Jesus is always with us, especially when we focus on our circumstances, conditions and situations, or even when we focus on recent historical and/or political events.  Just for our reflection, within the past century there have been two world wars; bloody conflicts all over the world to include Southeast Asia, Northern Ireland, and several inter-tribal conflicts in the continent of Africa.  What about the rise in global terrorism?  And how can we forget the growth of drug abuse and alcohol addictions that have risen to an all-time high?  What about the rise in sexual promiscuity, addictions and misbehavior?  What about the increased sexual molestation by female teachers on male students?  In fact I heard recently, within this past week, that South Africa has become the fourth country after Belgium, Canada and Spain to sanction or legalize gay marriages.  What about the United States where the number of States legalizing gay marriages is on the rise?  What about crime that is generally increasing at an alarming rate? How about the several world leaders within this past century like Joseph Stein, Mao Zedong, Adolf Hitler and Saddam Hussein as well as other current dictators in governments throughout the world who have murdered and are still murdering millions or thousands of their own citizens?  Does all these say that Jesus has abandoned us or is He still ‘God with us’?  Let me submit to you emphatically that Jesus HAS NOT abandoned us and He is STILL ‘God with us’.  It is the human race rather that has generally not recognized Him or accepted Him to be with it.
· Thus our text for the day began by assuring us that Christ who was and is God, was with God right from the beginning but incarnated and became flesh to dwell among us and show us how to live as we beheld His glory as the Son of God full of grace and truth.  He became God with us.  He made all things and in Him there is life.  He is the light that shines in darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  He came to His own that He made, yet they did not recognize Him or receive Him.  The text reads, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  He was with God from the beginning.  Through Him all things were made,; without Him nothing was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  There was a man who was sent from God, his name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him” (John 1:1-11, NIV).

· The reason it appears to us that Jesus, God is no longer with us is that we do not recognize Him or receive Him, especially to be our Lord and savior.  Consequently we live in horror, constant fear as well as in dread because evil now abound where God has been rejected.  Our generation has so much rejected God that we live without Him and consequently suffer because of the void we created by rejecting Him and His ways - which are fair, just and righteous.

· However, there is still hope.  This hope is that those who receive Him and those who believe in Him, He creates within them a new heart and spirit such that they become new creatures and are given the right to become the children of God.  Is this not good news? 

· Thus the text of the day continued, “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His Name, He gave the right to become children of God – Children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision, or a husband’s will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13, NIV).  Therefore I submit to you that when you are born of God, that God is still with us.  When you are born again and you are truly a child of God, you will know for certain that God is still with you no matter your circumstances, conditions and situations.  For it is in Him that we live, move and have our (whole) being (Acts 17:28).  Therefore be assured that since Christ’s coming into the world in the flesh to dwell among us, God is with us.

· Thus the text for the day concluded, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only begotten, who came from the Father full of grace and truth” (John 1:14, NIV).  The reason why God came as Jesus to be with us is to show us how to live.  Now if we reject Him, we will never know how to live.  This is what is happening to this generation.  As this generation has rejected God to be with it, it consequently lives with lack of the glory of God, which is full of grace and truth.  Hence we live in a generation where men are deceitful and are constantly being deceived.  Truth has been thrown out of the window and human beings are constantly lying to each other.  Thus man lives in constant fear because fear has to do with sin.

· The only way to regain the glory of God and walk and live full of His grace and truth is to recognize and receive Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  Now, you have this opportunity again to be reconciled to Him by confessing your sin and accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come and do so right now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

JESUS

December 11, 2005
Born Prophet and King, and a Priest to Die 
Matthew 2:1-12
· Do you know that Jesus was born Prophet and King but not a Priest?  In Mark chapter 6, Jesus claimed He was a prophet, and Mark 6:4 states, “But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor, except in his country, among his relatives and in his own house’”.  Is it not similarly true today that a Pastor is not without honor, except in country, in his hometown, and especially in his own house?

· Jesus was regarded in his hometown as a carpenter, Mary’s son, the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon, and the brother of some sisters, but never as a prophet.  But who is a prophet and why was Jesus born a prophet?

· A prophet is a spokesman for God.  And Jesus was born to represent God on earth.  Remember we learned on last Sunday that His name is Immanuel – “God with us”.  Thus Jesus represented the Godhead as man, called Immanuel meaning God with us.  He was born prophet to show us how live and please God.

· Jesus was also born as king.  Recall He was born of the lineage of David and the tribe of Judah?  He was born King through heritage.  This is why the Magi raised the question, “where is the One who has been born King of the Jews?”  More important than this question is that Jesus is actually King of kings.  As such He was born a King.  Kings usually rule over the people and so Jesus is Lord of lords since He is King of Kings!

· However, Jesus was not born as priest.  A priest is one that has been chosen by God and purified or sanctified to stand between the gap existing between God and man.  Jesus needed no purification or sanctification because He is God, holy and almighty.

· Historically and Biblically, priests were born of the lineage of Aaron and the tribe of Levi.  Jesus is not from the tribe of Levi.  He was born from the lineage of kings, the tribe of Judah and not from the priestly lineage of Aaron. 

· However, Jesus was a priest, in fact our great High Priest, at His own sacrifice when He died for the sins of the whole human race. Priests used to offer sacrifices of animals on a yearly basis for the atonement of the sins of the people.  This was when the high Priest will go into the holy of holies once a year to make sacrifices for the atonement of the sins of the people, after he himself had purified himself.  Jesus, however, offered Himself once and for all as atonement for the sins of the whole world!  Neither did He need any purification before offering Himself as the sacrifice and the priest at the same time.  Therefore I submit to you that Jesus was and is a priest of a different order.  He is our great High Priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Melchizedek was king of Salem (later called Jerusalem) and high priest at the same time.  So when the Scriptures described Jesus as our great High Priest of the order of Melchizedek, it implies that Jesus is both King and Priest.
· Usually, one is either a king or a priest but not both.  This is the way God set it out for the Israelites.  Such that you become priest if you are from the lineage of Aaron and tribe of Levi, and King if you are from the lineage of David and tribe of Judah.  
· Now if Jesus was not born priest, how and when did He become priest, but our great High Priest for that matter after the order of Melchizedek?  Do you recall that Melchizedek was the king of Salem, who was at the same time the priest of the Most High God, and who met Abraham and blessed him as he returned from slaughtering some four wicked kings?  These four kings were Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim who had captured Sodom and Gomorrah, including Lot the nephew of Abraham (Genesis 14).  Also, recall that Melchizedek blessed Abram before his name was changed to Abraham. He blessed Abraham before Levi, whose lineage became priests, was in the scene.   Levi is the son of Jacob who is the son of Isaac who in turn was the son of Abraham.  Enough of these historical jargons about priesthood.  
· The key question is when and how did Jesus become priest, our great High Priest for that matter?  He became priest when Caiaphas was disqualified as high priest.  In the first place, Caiaphas was not of the lineage of Levi.  He was appointed by the scribes through the Roman Government to serve the purpose of the Roman Empire.  As Caiaphas was not from Aaron’s lineage, he was therefore in God’s eyes not the High Priest, yet he was still overseeing the sacrifices during the time of Jesus.  Let me suggest to you that both Caiaphas and Annas were appointed by men (Roman Government) to do the work of the High Priest, as they were not from the lineage appointed by God to serve as priests. 
· By Law, before anyone became a priest he needed to be washed or baptized (see Exodus 29, Exodus 40 and Leviticus 8; especially Exodus 40:12 and Leviticus 8:7).  The washing here refers to baptism for the sake of ministry.   To summarize everything, Jesus became High Priest after His baptism and first performed His priestly duty at His own sacrifice, after Caiaphas was disqualified for breaking the law that the priest should never rent his clothes (see Exodus 28:32, Leviticus 10:6 and Matthew 26:65). 
· Therefore Jesus was born both prophet and king but not priest, although around the time of His birth He was recognized to ascend someday to the position of High priest by the Magi who came to see Him from the east.  Thus our text for the day started by informing us that when Jesus was born, He was born king of the Jews.  The text reads, ”After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘where is the One who was born king of the Jews?’ We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him”.
· This question by the Magi really disturbed Herod and all his subjects.  Herod quickly made inquiries of the Chief priests and teachers, who correctly informed him that Christ was to be born in Bethlehem.  The prophecy stated, “But you Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel”.  A shepherd is a prophet or a pastor.  Christ was born both ruler and prophet.  But the Magi recognized Him as prophet and king who will rise to be priest also.  Although Herod desired a feedback from the Magi whenever they found the Christ, these Magi were just thrilled and glad to find Him and worship Him.  In their worship they brought Him gifts that were of great significance.
· Thus our text for the day concluded, “On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped Him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented Him gifts of gold, and of frankincense and of myrrh.   And having being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route”. 
· The gifts the Magi presented to Jesus Christ had great significance.  The gold is to say Jesus is king, for only kings were at that time offered gifts of gold.  Frankincense implied that Jesus Christ was High Priest for only High Priest were offered frankincense to use during the most important once a year sacrifices for the atonement of sins of the people in the holy of holies.  And the gift of myrrh implied that Jesus was born to die because myrrh was used for embalming the dead.  Therefore Jesus is born prophet and king, yet He was to ascend to be our great High Priest to oversee His own sacrifice for the atonement of the sins of the whole world.  So He was also born to die.  He is the great High Priest, who Himself was the sacrifice.  He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world!  Has He taken your sins away and is He your prophet, king and priest?  If not, He can become such to you if and when you accept Him as your Lord and savior. 

· As we conclude this worship experience we desire to challenge you to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, we invite you come and do so right now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

JESUS 

December 18, 2005


Savior



Luke 1:26-37
· Christmas Day 2005 is fast approaching!  And just like any other Christmas season, during these last days leading up to Christmas, stress levels in families typically increase to the highest level. It is a symptom of the holidays and for virtually all families, regardless of their situation in life or economic status the stress level is getting high and sometimes it is going through the roof and out of control. Schedules are busier in December than any other month of the year.  Many times we take on extra responsibilities and we may overload ourselves with office or church parties, food and drink, spending, and several other family obligations. Our children are more overly excited as school winds down and Christmas Day draws near, and as they expect with anxiety to unwrap the gifts the had requested. And for those of us who have lost a loved one this past year or who can't be with our kids at Christmas, the sadness can return with surprising intensity and add extra complexity to the stress.   At times we often ignore the stress, and it can quickly add up to physical tiredness or sickness, losing our temper with loved ones, and exhibit other family-unfriendly patterns.
· I want to suggest to you that Christ did not to come to create stress for us but to save us from such.  In fact in a week from today, we shall be commemorating the coming of the Messiah into the world.  The Prophet Micah (Micah 5:2) precisely prophesied 700 years earlier that the place of His birth would be Bethlehem in Judea.  When He was born, He brought love, peace and joy and not stress to the world.  At his birth, He was given the name Immanuel – meaning God with us to show us how to live to please God.  He was born prophet and king, but ascended to be our great high priest, who was both the priest and the sacrifice, to die for the sins of the whole world.   He was and is a priest of a different order, our great High Priest of the order of Melchizedek.  In fact, He is the only High Priest that has been both the priest and the sacrificial lamb.  He sacrificed Himself as a sin offering to pay for the sins of the whole world.

· Therefore, I submit to you that when He was born into this world, the essential purpose was to save the world from decaying in sin.  He was born to save us and most of us are familiar the Chorus that goes:

· He did not come to judge the world; He did not come to blame.

· He did not only come to seek, it was to save He came.

· And when we call Him savior; And when we call Him savior; And when we call Him savior; Then we call Him by His Name!

· Now when Jesus was born, the angel had already pre-announced that His Name was to be JESUS – because He will save His people from their sins.  In fact, Matthew 1:20-21 records, “But after he (Joseph) had considered this (divorcing away quietly to avoid publicly disgracing her), an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She shall give birth to a son, and you shall give Him the name JESUS because He will save His people from their sins’”.

· And so I want to suggest to you that the primary purpose of Jesus being born into the world was and is to save His people from their sins and for Him to be God with us to show us how to live according to God’s way of fairness, justice and righteousness.  But how did He come?  Our text for the day began, “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man, named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name is Mary.  The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who is highly favored!  The Lord is with you’” (Luke 1:26-28).  What made Mary to be so special to receive such a salute from the angel?  Aha!  She was a virgin!!  Mary was a virgin, therefore finding favor before the eyes of the Lord and she was selected to be the mother of JESUS – the savior of His people.  Similarly, Matthew 1:19 informs us that Joseph was a righteous man, and therefore God chose him to be Jesus’ earthly adopted father.  And a righteous man is one who always desires to do right.

· I want to challenge our young men and young ladies today.  How many of you young ladies are still virgins?  And how many of you young men are righteous, always desiring to right even in your relationships with young ladies and women in general?  Being virgins and righteous men entails abstinence from sinful ways, especially sexually.  Both, Mary and Joseph were young people who practiced abstinence and they found favor with God.  However, paradoxically to man is their favor was the blessing of a child that did not involve sexual intercourse between Mary and Joseph.  So can you imagine how Mary and Joseph felt when everyone found that Mary was pregnant?  But I must caution you quickly that this pregnancy was a special and unique one because it was from God through the Holy Spirit.  And I must add quickly too, that as young persons it pays to keep one’s self-pure because it leads to finding favor with God.  So, if you desire to be used of the Lord, keep yourself pure.  Do not use the occasion of this Christmas celebrations to indulge in sinful acts.  Keep yourselves pure and especially, keep your under wears on!

· Our text continued, “Mary was greatly troubled at his (the angel’s) word and wondered what kind of greeting this was.  But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child, and give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end’” (Luke 1:29-34).  Let me now ask you, what will be your reaction, if you are a young lady and has never had any sexual encounter with any man then an angel comes to you and said you are going to become pregnant from God? That is exactly how Mary felt and asked the angel, how can this happen since I am a virgin?

· The key thing to note here is that Mary found favor to be the mother of Jesus, the savior of the whole world because she was a virgin.  As Matthew puts it, His name is to be Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.  He is also to be called the son of the Most High.  God will also give Him the throne of His father David.  If you recall from last week’s sermon, we said He was born king and today’s text explains that His kingdom will never end.  Therefore I submit to you that Jesus is not only savior, but the King of kings who reigns eternally.  Won’t it be marvelous to have the Kings of kings, the eternal King to be your Lord and Savior?

· Jesus was born savior.  He can save you today, no matter how much your sins are!  He came not only to seek the lost, but it was to save He came.  And when we call Him Savior, we truly call Him by His Name.  Yes, He came to save you.  You may say, “not me” because you do not know how much I have sinned against God.  But you must remember the concluding verse of today’s text that reads, “For nothing is impossible with God”.  All you need to do is to surrender to Jesus, who is Prophet, King, Priest and Savior; and He will become your personal Lord and Savior.

· If you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

JESUS 

December 25, 2005


Wise Men Still Seek Him

Luke 2:8-39
· It is Christmas Day 2005, over 2000 years since the first Christmas and wise men still seek Him.  Did you know that even at the first Christmas, and the days following, wise men sought for Jesus Christ?  Since then wise men throughout history have continued to seek Him.

· To refresh your mind, Jesus was born in an obscure village in Judea called Bethlehem.  He was the child of a peasant woman, whose family history and background we know very little of except that she was the niece of Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist and wife of Zechariah, one of the priests.  Jesus grew up in another village in Galilee, called Nazareth and worked there as a carpenter until He was 30 years.  Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher.  He never owned a church or a pulpit.  He never wrote a book.  He never had a family of His owned or owned a home.  He did not attend college or lived in a big city except only to visit such.  And did you know that he never traveled over 200 miles from where He lived?  He never traveled in a car or boarded a plane.  He never did anything to accomplish greatness.  Yet His influence is all over the world because He was born great and a child of destiny.

· Jesus had no credentials but Himself.  He was only 33 years old and had the tide of public opinion all turned against Him and then they crucified Him!  And did you know that His own friends deserted Him, one of them denied Him and another betrayed Him, turning Him to His enemies?  Oh, and did you know He went through a mockery trial and then crucified by being nailed between thieves?  Yet He was born to be God with us.  Yes He was born prophet, King and a priest to die.  And certainly, He was born to be savior of the world and this is why wise men still seek Him.
· In today’s text, we will analyze three groups of wise people who sought for Jesus to give us enough reasons to join the band of wise men who are still seeking Him.  Our text began with the story of the birth of Jesus and the announcement of this event that the angel made to the shepherds, the first group who sought Him immediately; and then our text ended in the temple with two individuals (Simeon and Anna) representing the other two groups of people who have been seeking Him personally.  Today’s text began, “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger’.  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests’” (Luke 2:8-14).
· Let me ask, why the shepherds of all people?  Remember shepherds were regarded as the lowliest group of people in Jesus’ time?  Shepherds were the social outcasts because their cloths stunk like animals and smell like animal feces.  Yet God did not look on their outward appearances but on their hearts.  Shepherds have loving hearts to feed, guide, protect, lead and care for their flock.  (These are the same qualities and/or responsibilities that a pastor has because he is a shepherd of God’s flock).  No wonder, at night when everyone should be asleep and when all kinds of evil activities take place, these shepherds were watching their flocks.  Therefore the number one thing that you do if you are to receive a message from God concerning the savior is that one has to be watchful or alert or sensitive to God.
· After the shepherds received the revelation about the birth of Jesus, they did not sit down in complacency and self-centeredness.  The text for the day continued, “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about’.   So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them (Luke 2:15-18). 
· The shepherds became the first evangelists or witnesses of the gospel.  Now, let me ask members of Mt. Traveler, whenever you hear Jesus preached and the word penetrates your heart, do you act accordingly?  Do you share the message with others concerning what truths God revealed to you through His messengers or preachers?  Or do you receive the word and just keep it to yourself?  Remember you are His witnesses!  Therefore I submit to you that you ought always to search the scripture to confirm any truth you heard preached.  Once it is confirmed scriptural go on and share with others to spread the gospel, just like the shepherds who when they had confirmed the message from the angel about Christ’s birth went on to share it with others to their amazement of everything.  That will make you a witness for Christ.  A witness just tells the truth concerning an event he knows to be true, unless you a false witness.  Let us be like the shepherd by seeking Jesus, the Truth and then spread the gospel once we have found Him.

· The other two groups of people that sought Jesus in our text are individuals.  The first is Simeon, a righteous and devout man; and the second is Anna, a prophetess.  Both of these people had great qualities reflecting deep desires to seek Jesus, the expected Messiah by the Jewish people at that time.  Their devotion to God enabled them to see and meet the savior face to face.

· Simeon was a wise man seeking Jesus.  Thus he was waiting for the consolation of Israel and the Holy Spirit revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the first place, he was a righteous and devout man.  The Holy Spirit was upon him too.  Then when the time came, he was moved by the Holy Spirit to be in the right place to meet Jesus in the temple!  I submit to you that the best place to meet Jesus is in the church!!  It was in the temple that Simeon met Jesus and saw Him face to face.  And when he saw Him, he praised God as he saw that salvation was through Jesus, the savior.   In Jesus there is salvation because He was born savior and that is who He is.  He is also a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to God’s people, even Israel.  Jesus, as Simeon told Mary, is also born with a destiny – to die for the redemption of mankind.

· Anna was another wise person who was seeking Jesus.  She was a prophetess, a widow and was eighty-four years old but was seeking Jesus.  The scripture inform us she was a true worshiper.  She never left the Temple but worshipped there night and day, fasting and praying.  She gave thanks when she saw the child, Jesus who came for the purpose of redeeming the world. 

· On this Christmas Day, 2005 I need to ask you members of Mt Traveler and friends worshipping here today: Have you found Jesus because you are seeking Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?  If you have found Him, are you giving thanks to God on this day that we are commemorating His birth?  Are you thankful for your redemption?  And are you spreading the gospel that Jesus saves?  Yes it is Christmas Day and the main reason for Christmas is to celebrate God’s incarnation to be God with us, our prophet, king, great high priest of the order of Melchizedek and savior.  Wise men sought Him and when they found Him, they spread the good news.  Have you found Him?  Wise men still seek Him because He is the savior of the world.  Have you made Him your Lord and savior?  And are you spreading the good news that Christ the savior has been born and has died so that mankind may live?

· As we close this wonderful worship experience, won’t it be great to know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior on this Christmas Day, 2005?  Therefore if you are here and want to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and for some strange reasons you strayed away from Him, but now you desire to be restored into a healthy relationship with Him and other believers, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your worship and to serve God faithfully in a healthy relationship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us about it at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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