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MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
August 7, 2005 


Creation


(Genesis 1:1-31)

· The doctrine of creation is one mystery in Christianity that non-Christians continue to discredit in favor of evolution because it is beyond their human comprehension.  For sometimes now the debate on creation versus evolution has been continuously on-going.

· When we discussed the mysteries of the Triune God, the invisible God, Deity unveiled and the unsearchable God we set a stage for the discussion on creation.  Atheists, Agnostics and those arrogant learned people who think they are gods in themselves do not understand why the creation of the universe and all that dwell in it should be ascribed to God.  Such ill-informed intellectuals have completely turned to evolution as an alternative to believing in the creation of the universe by God because it is a mystery to them.  Thus they have continued to debate in favor of evolution over creation.  What a blatant idolatry to substitute evolution and natural laws for God!

· Usually those who accept the theory of evolution and Darwinism believe the big lie that Darwinism means there is no God or God is not the creator.  The main argument is there is no need for God or He does not exist if natural laws are sufficient to explain or account for the existence of life on earth.  How untrue this is because there are certain things wrong with this argument.  First Darwinism is based on the principle assumption that there is already life for natural selection to occur.  But as to whether biogenesis is possible or natural laws can create life lies the uncertainty because we do not know.  Secondly, there is the question about what is the source of natural laws that give rise to life?  An alternate way to ask the question is what really gave rise to the natural laws? Also, assuming that the natural laws are sufficient in themselves to produce life on earth, who created these natural laws?  Therefore God is the creator who created these natural laws and in fact He is the primary cause who uses the natural laws as secondary causes to bring forth life!

· Another argument is that God is quite capable of using chance to achieve His purpose on earth.  Therefore all the anti-creation arguments do not in any way refute the fact that God is the creator.  Rather, it is men who have deliberately refused to accept Him as creator.  “For since creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20, NIV).

· However, suppose evolution was true, does that mean that there is no God? Certainly not and by no means because it will simply imply that God gifted His creation with the ability to produce diverse life.  Evolution does not rule out God as the creator.  It is God’s sovereignty that is over creation whether He chooses to use the natural or supernatural means to create the universe and life. The truth is that evolution does not answer the question about the origin of the scientific laws, which its believers claim, govern the existence of life or even the origin of the big ban theory and the universe.  Neither can we positively rule out the fact that chance plus natural selection cannot be mechanisms for the formation of the first living cell simply because we have not found the mechanism to produce complex life from simple molecules.  However, no matter what we must accept that God is the creator.

·  We have already learned that the secret things belong to the Lord our God but whatever is revealed to us is for our benefit and our children forever.  Science and creation are not opposed to each other; in fact they compliment one another for us to truly know God the Creator.  Personally, as a scientist and a Christian I take both science and the Bible seriously.  I truly believe the God of Christians as described in the Bible created the universe and the scientific laws which govern the universe and which scientists are seeking to discover and understand.  In fact true understanding of scientific laws and how they govern the universe do lead to a clearer picture of God as the Creator who has revealed certain things to us and at the same time withheld others out of His choice and for the sake of our finite minds.

· The book of Ecclesiastes is clear on the fact that life is meaningless without God and that man is responsible to God.  Listen to what it says in Ecclesiastes 1: 2 and 12:13-14, “Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the Teacher.  Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless!  Now all has been heard, here is the conclusion of the matter.  Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment including every hidden thing, whether good or evil”.

· Therefore, since man must give an account to God because He will bring everything to judgment, we must reject any claim that man is a product of chance and evolution into a higher animal.  The Bible is quite explicit that man was created differently from animals.  He was created in the image of God and it was until God breathed into his nostril that he became a living soul or being (Genesis 2:7).  I therefore submit to you that there is nothing as pure chance or luck because God is sovereign over any random event or chance.  Thus God is the Creator and for those who reject God and His provision to know Him personally as Lord and savior, creation is a mystery.  But for those who have accepted God’s way and know Him, He is the Creator and creation is therefore not a mystery.

· Thus our text for the day began, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  The account in our text states that at the command of the words of God, everything came into existence.  But creation did not stop with His words, it still continuous through His work.  Thus God did not create the universe in six days and then stopped or abandon it rather He intervenes notably as redeemer of mankind in the person of Jesus Christ in His life, death, resurrection and ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell believers so that they can know Him and relate better with Him.  Without knowing Jesus as Lord and savior, life is truly meaningless, and creation does not make sense to any man but remains a mystery.  The alternative is that knowing Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior enables you to know God and acknowledge Him as the Creator of this universe and all the scientific and natural laws which govern it.

· God created the universe and all that is in it in six days.  During the process of creation, within this time frame of six days, God created everything with full potential and capacity unknown to man.  Thus on the first day, God created light and dark, calling the light, day and the dark night (Genesis 1:3-5).  On day 2, God created water and sky (Genesis 1:6-8).  On day 3, God created the land and sea as well as vegetation on land (Genesis 1:9-13).  On day 4, God created the sun, moon and stars, with the sun to govern the day and the moon and stars to govern the night.  The sun, moon and stars serve to as signs to mark seasons and days and years (Genesis 1:14-19).  On day 5 God created fish and all creatures in the sea, and birds of the air, each according to their kinds (Genesis 1:20-23).  And on day 6 God created livestock, animals that move on the ground and wild animals, and insects and then completed with man at the climax of His creation, giving him dominion over all His creation (Genesis 1:24-31).  Then on day 7, God rested.  If you recall 7 is the number of completion or perfection.  That is why each time after God’s creation He said it was good. But after man was created in the image of God at the climax of creation, God saw that His creation was very good.  This implied completion or perfection has been reached and so He rested.  

· It is however kind of ironical that man who is created in the image of God turns around and rejects God and the responsibility God assigned him.  Thus man now without God in his life is empty and is always trying to find alternatives and substitute for God through scientific laws and evolution instead of using such knowledge to know and embrace the God who created him.

· Evolution therefore should never be a thread to the Christian who believes in creation unless he concedes that Darwinism is true.  William Provine of Cornell University candidly conceded that if Darwinism is true, then the inescapable implications are that:

· There is no evidence of God

· There is no life after death

· There is no absolute foundation for right or wrong

· There is no ultimate meaning in life

· People don’t really have free will

· Actually this is what atheists like Dawkins and Dennette wish everyone accepts, but Provine is wrong on all five points because the contrast between the atheist view and that of Christians about man is as follows:


Atheist/Evolution


Christians/Creation

1. Result of chance


Design by God

2. Descended from animals

Made in the image of God

3. No mortal soul


Immortal soul

4. No moral absolutes


Moral absolutes

5. Survival of the fittest


The meek shall inherit the earth

6. Man is evolving


Man is fallen

7. Enjoy life 



Enjoy God forever

8. No ultimate justice


God will be our ultimate judge

9. Death is the end to life
There is eternal life (you make the choice of where to spent it)
· Is evolution fact? Certainly not because it cannot be proven scientifically and that is why it remains a theory and not a fact!  The danger then of believing in evolution rather than God the Creator and creation is idolatry.  This is because evolution substitutes the natural laws for God and makes man attribute the Creator’s power to nature rather than acknowledging God as the Creator and source of everything. As such Romans 1:25-27 reads, “They exchange the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the created things rather than the Creator.  Therefore God gave them over to shameful lusts.  Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.  Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty of their perversion”.

· You see, there are consequences whenever anyone rejects God.  Thus man’s mind has become depraved for rejecting God His Creator and as such he acts worse than animals in his behavior.  But be encouraged because when God created the universe He had a vested interest in man in His very heart.  That is why He breathed into man’s nostrils life so that man became a living soul (being).  God created you in His image with intellect, feeling and purpose.  If your life is not driven by your God given purpose, life for you will be meaningless!

· As we conclude this wonderful worship experience, we want to invite you into a wonderful meaningful life as you acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and enter into your God ordained purpose in life and relation with Him.  If you are here and do not know Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior but desire to do so, we invite you come now.

· If you had previously accepted Jesus Christ but have wandered away from the faith because you got deceived by atheistic views and the theory of evolution but definitely desire to come back to God through Christ, why don’t you also come?

· And if you are new in the area or are looking for a Church home to continue your true worship and growth in the knowledge of the fullness of God as the Creator and your Redeemer, we invite you to consider Mt Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For we at Mt Traveler are a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man. If you so desire to join us, why don’t you also come in answer to our invitation while the Choir leads us in a song?

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
August 14, 2005
Incarnation and the Virgin Birth
(Matthew 1:18-25)

· Today we continue our discussions on the mysteries in Christianity with the mysteries of the Virgin Birth and Incarnation. 

· The virgin birth is a mystery yet vitally essential to mystery of incarnation.  If you recall we said a mystery is something that is beyond physical comprehension; it is spiritual and supernatural.  Incarnation is the hypostatical union of the Divine and the human in the person of Jesus Christ.  Incarnation was necessary and very essential for atonement so that sin may be dealt with in a way unknown to the law.  The law could justify but it could not remove sin and its stain.  Under the law the high priest had to offer sacrifices annually. Under the law, the sins of God’s people were “passed over” each time the high priest made the sacrifice and they were declared righteous.  But under grace which came through the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and on the grounds of His shed blood, believers in Christ are made righteous as their sin stains are remove from them.  Incarnation incorporates the doctrine of redemption.

· The apostle Paul clarified this distinction between the inability of the law to make one righteous and the ability of Incarnation to do so when he wrote to the Christians in Rome.  “For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who are declared righteous.  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather through the law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, apart from the law, has been made known, to which the law and the prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Christ to all who believe” (Romans 2:13; 3:20-22a NIV).

· Thus by obeying the law one is declared righteous but in believing God through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, one is made righteous.  The implication is that the law could justify but it could not remove sin.  The incarnation is what removed sin.  If your faith is based on the law alone, you will be declared righteous provide you are obedient to it whereas if you believe in faith on the redemptive work that came through Christ’s Incarnation, you will be made righteous. Didn’t the scriptures declare that if the Son sets you free you will be free indeed?  Therefore if Jesus sets you free from sin, you will be made righteous.  Whereas under the law, one can keep on sinning having the “sinning Christian” mentality.  But in Christ, complete redemption from sin occurs and the believer walks in newness of life, free from sin and pleasing to God in everything.  You see righteousness pleases God all the time and remember you were created for His good pleasure!

· We shall discuss the subject of Christ and redemption on next Sunday, so I ask you not to miss it.  For now let us stay with the subject of the virgin birth and incarnation.  Of what relevance are the virgin birth and incarnation?  The purpose and the necessity of the virgin birth and incarnation are to provide freedom from sin and made righteous in the sight of God.  Thus the virgin birth and incarnation are doctrinal concepts with vital essence to the sin issue in the here and now.  To deny that sin is not removed from the believer now is to:

· Impugn the Messiah’s blood to the inadequacy of the Levitical animal.

· Deny the very essence and purpose of the virgin birth and incarnation that provided a “prepared body” for a once-for-all Atonement-sacrifice not to be repeated annually because sin has been removed by this one sacrifice.

· Deny that believers are made holy now by Christ’s sacrifice for atonement.

· Be in unbelief at the level at par with that of the Jews who have rejected Jesus as the Messiah.

· Honestly, without the virgin birth, incarnation and sacrificial atonement, there would be no salvation.  And if there is no salvation, then there is no removal of sin from our lives now.  If this was to be true, then we shall be of men most miserable and life would end with death.  This is why the incarnation including virgin birth is a mystery to unbelievers.  But faith in Christ redemptive work made possible through the virgin birth and incarnation is a fact and reality of life to believers.

· Incarnation required the virgin birth because God is pleased with holiness.  God made man in His own image as we learned last Sunday.  God therefore expects nothing less than righteousness and holiness from man because He is righteous and holy.  However, man fell from God’s favor through sin.  As such God made a way back to man initial status with Him through the virgin birth and incarnation.  Man is therefore made holy and righteous once he enters into a personal relation with Jesus Christ as Lord and savior and remains faithful in this relationship.

· In the process of incarnation God chose two young people who were holy and righteous for the Master’s use.  Thus our text for the day began, “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit (Mat. 1:18). Thus Jesus is not the product of sexual encounter between Joseph and Mary.  They were holy and righteous people and Mary, a virgin found favor from the Lord to be the mother of Jesus; while Joseph, a righteous man also found favor of the Lord to be the legal earthly figure father for the Lord Jesus.  You too can find favor with God if you remain a virgin or a righteous man.  Yes, God always grant favor to those who are holy and righteous.  Women, especially young ladies keep yourselves pure and keep your underwear on until the day you say, “I do”.  Men, particularly young men learn to be righteous like Joseph in all your dealings and keep your underwear on till the day you say, “I do”.  Verse 19 of our text stated, “Because Joseph was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  Therefore, even when you are tempted, do everything in righteousness and God will direct you.

· Jesus however did not necessarily need an earthly father because He is actually God incarnate.  John 1:1 assures us that “In the beginning was the (Living) Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”.  John 1:14 then added, “… and the Word became flesh and dwelled among us and we beheld His glory as the only begotten Son of the Father full of grace and truth”.  

· Incarnation, which is the union of Christ’s Divine and human natures, took place through the virgin birth.  Both the virgin birth and incarnation are still mysteries to those who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and who do not desire to live holy and righteous lives.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the incarnation was made possible only through a virgin.

· Then the Lord send an angel to Joseph, the righteous man, in a dream saying, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 1:20).  Joseph the righteous man apt to obeying the word of God was then instructed that Mary would give “birth to a son and you shall give Him the name Jesus because He will save His people from their sin” (Mat. 1:21).  You see it takes a righteous man to be absolutely obedient to God’s Word.  Incarnation was and is for the purpose of saving people from their sin.  Therefore incarnation removes sin and makes one righteous, Hallelujah!  This is the mystery to the unbeliever: that the incarnation of God was to remove sin from man and make one righteous and return him to the status to which God created him.

· Our text further explained in Matthew 1:22 that incarnation and the removal of sin to make one righteous took place to fulfill what had already been prophesied.  Verse 23 of today’s text is a quotation from Isaiah 7:14, “The virgin will be with child and give birth to a son and they shall call Him Immanuel”.  By now you should know that Immanuel means “God with us”.  God in the person of Jesus is God in His full Divine and human natures.  By this incarnation man is redeemed and a relationship that was lost because of sin in the Garden of Eden is restored.   God’s presence is now with man once again!  Hallelujah!!  With God living in one after accepting Jesus Christ (the Incarnate) because the Holy Spirit then takes permanent residence in the believer, God is always with him.  What a beautiful relationship!  And if God is indwelling the believer in the person of the Holy Spirit, sin is removed and one is made righteous because the Holy Spirit and sin cannot share residence.  And because God is holy and righteous, the believer is made holy and righteous by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

· Our text for the day then concluded, “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  And he gave Him the name Jesus” (Mat. 1:24-25).  The conclusion of the matter is that Joseph obeyed God’s word absolutely.  Joseph was not like most men today whose desires are full of the flesh and would always want to end up in bed having sex with a woman they have just met on the first date.  Girls will you remain virgins and boys will you be righteous so that you can obtain God’s favor?  When you remain virgins and righteous men, God will use you mightily.  You see, whenever the incarnation is preached, Mary’s and Joseph’s names must be mentioned!

As we come to the conclusion of this wonderful worship experience, I submit to you that the purpose of incarnation is to make you righteous.  Will you believe that Jesus is God incarnate, who came into this world in the flesh for the sole purpose of redeeming you and making you righteous?  If so, why don’t you ask Him to be your Lord and savior?  If you are here (or reading this synopsis on the internet) and desire to do so, we invite you to do it now.  Also, if you have known Jesus as Lord and savior but have strayed away from Him by choice and now desire to return, why don’t you do so right now?  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for place that you can truly develop your personal relationship with Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For Mt Traveler is a caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man.

MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
August 21, 2005
Christ and Redemption

(Ephesians 1:3-14)

· The idea of redemption began under the Law from the thought of owning property.  Leviticus 25 gives a listing of redeemable properties and non-redeemable ones.  Money or a price is paid according to law to buy back something which must be delivered or rescued.

· The word redemption in the Old Testament is therefore used to connote the general sense of deliverance.  Whereas in the New Testament the idea of redemption has more a suggestion of ransom.  You see, men are held under the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13), or of sin itself (Romans 7:23).  Christ, the Redeemer purchases their deliverance by offering Himself as a payment price for their sins (Ephesians 1:7, 1Peter 1:18).

· Thus redemption is a fundamental concept and doctrine of Christianity.  The name Redeemer is applied to Christ as a comprehensive designation of His work.  

· Redemption presupposes a state of bondage or restraint, in which man fails to reach or attain God’s standards due to sin.  If there were no sin, there would be no need for redemption.  But as it is there is great need for redemption because all have sin and fallen short of the glory of God.  Redemption is therefore liberation from sin, its curses and all the evil consequences.  The promise of redemption, if you recall, started early as far back as the fall of man in the Garden of Eden and was fulfilled in Christ.

· The New Testament speaks of redemption under a variety of figures as a payment of a ransom and rescue from a lost condition.  It is regarded as a deliverance from guilt, where the forgiveness of sin is made possible (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14); the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13; 4:5); and the wrath of God (Romans 5:9, 1Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9).  This kind of sums up the juridical side of redemption.  The ethical side of redemption includes deliverance from the power and dominion of sin.  In a sense as we learned last Sunday, Christ redeemed us from all unrighteousness, as His possession, purifying us unto good works (Titus 2:14, 1Peter 1:18), and has overcome the world, whose temptation led us into evil (John 16:33, 1John 5:4), and has broken the power of the prince of this world – the Devil (John 12:31; Colossians 2:15).  There is a physical aspect to redemption when Christ returns again to raise the quick and the dead, and there will be no more pain and death for the believers (Revelation 21:4) but eternal life (Romans 5:10; 6:22).

· Redemption originated from the love of God which does not have desire for death of the sinner (John 3:16; 1Timothy 2:4).  Therefore God sent His only begotten Son into the world, who gave Himself as our ransom, even unto death (Matthew 20:28; John 10:11, 15; 1Timothy 2:6), becoming a curse on the cross to deliver us from the curse of the Law (2Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13).  Now to those who have accepted this redemption through Christ this concept is not a mystery.  But to those who reject Jesus Christ as the way God provided for our reconciliation to Him, the concept and doctrine of Christ and redemption are mysteries.

· Thus our text for the day began with praises for what God has done for humanity through Jesus Christ and making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure.

· Listen to what Paul presents in our text, “Praise be to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will— to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Ephesians 1:3-10).
· Redemption is due to God’s love in accordance to His pleasure and will.  He has also made this mystery of His will known to us according to His good pleasure purposed in Christ.  Therefore without Jesus Christ, there is no redemption and we are still in bondage to sin.  But Christ bought us back and reconciled us to God consequently restoring us to our original status that God made us at creation.

· Thus Paul concludes our text for the day as follows: “In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:11-14).

· You see God planned it all because He has a purpose for each of you in this life.  His purpose is that when you hear the gospel, the word of truth, preached and respond positively, it will provide you with salvation because of the redemptive work of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ incarnated to shed His blood in a once-for-all-atonement sacrifice for sin to redeem you.  Yes, salvation for you is free of charge but the price tag for God was expensive.  It costs the dear live of His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ to redeem you.  Once bought back you are entitled to all and every spiritual blessings that are in Christ Jesus.  If you are here and desire to experience and enjoy every spiritual blessing by acknowledging the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, we invite you to come now.

· If you want to say yes to Jesus, we ask you to come now so that we can pray with you and for you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, what a great time to do so during this homecoming worship experience?  You too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual blessing, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY 
August 28, 2005
The New Birth (Regeneration)

(John 3:1-8)

· When Adams disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden he died spiritually immediately. He died unto God and became alive unto sin. Since then man’s wickedness has become exceedingly great and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only evil continually. 

· God, through the atonement of His son, provided a way for man to regain his spirituality.  This provision the Bible calls, "The New Birth."  This birth may be defined as a radical changed, wrought by the Holy Spirit, in the moral nature of man creating within him a love for God and a hatred for sin. The new birth is not just another religion it is a salvation and a deliverance from sin. It is not a mere reformation, but a powerful regeneration (making alive again) of all the faculties of the soul.  It is being “Born Again” known as the second birth. A person may be religious, moral, honest, and doctrinally correct, yet be without the new birth.  

· The new birth is a mystery especially to unbelievers. Thus, the world is full of church members who know nothing about this blessed experience. The average church member does not know his sins are forgiven, removed and he is made righteous, holy and blameless before God. Most Church folks hope, think, or trust that they are saved, but do not know for certain. Beloved, the new birth clears all doubts from our mind about salvation and you know for a certainty that you are saved and heaven bound. If you are in doubt about your salvation you MUST pray until God witnesses to your hearts that you are justified, saved, forgiven, and regenerated.

· Why is the new birth so important?  Let us start with a little background history.  Not too long after Jesus began His ministry, He attended the Passover during the spring of that year in Jerusalem. The Passover was soon afterward followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted for a period of seven days. Jesus was therefore in Jerusalem for at least a week. It was during that time that Jesus was visited by a Pharisee, and ruler of the Jews named Nicodemus. 

· The Pharisees were members of a religious sect of dedicated Jews that had originated in the second century B.C. This religious sect was originally formed to counter the Godless Grecian culture of that time, by holding to the strict adherence of the Law of Moses and observance of Jewish ritual laws. 

· During the time of Jesus, the Pharisees enjoyed a good deal of popular support and occupied positions of influence in various governing bodies within the Jewish community. Many held seats in the Jewish Sanhedrin, the Jews' equivalent of a Supreme Court and legislative body. They also presided as rabbis over the synagogues, so they were considered to be men of authority and learning as regards the things of God. 

· Nicodemus was not just an average Pharisee; he was a member of that august seventy man Sanhedrin. This position would indicate that he was a high academic learned man who was respected for his wisdom. Therefore, it was surprising that such a man would humble himself to consult with this lowly rabbi called Jesus from Galilee, and this probably explains why he came "by night". Nevertheless, Nicodemus was in for an unexpected eye-opener as he searched for the truth.

· Thus the text for the day indicated that Nicodemus acknowledged Jesus when he said in John 3:2, “Rabbi, we know You are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs that You are doing if God were not with him”.  Rather than acknowledging Nicodemus’ achievements in return, Jesus brought out the importance of the new birth when He responded, “I tell you the truth, unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, NIV). While Nicodemus was still struggling with the meaning of the statement, Jesus continued immediately with other still more profound statements.  “Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'  The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit" (John 3:5-8, NIV)

· The new birth is a mystery just like the mystery of the wind that we do not see but we know with certainty that it exists because of its action.  To unbelievers, the new birth is a mystery and the process to attend is too simple.  However, all it takes to initiate the process of the new birth is to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  It takes faith in Jesus Christ’s finished work of salvation on the cross to be born again.

· I read about one evangelist who was asked why he preached so often on "You must be born again." His response was always, "Because You must be born again." Have YOU been born again? Without it, you have no hope of escaping the terrors of hell or enjoying the glories of heaven. The Lord Jesus said, "You must be born again" (John 3:7).  The truth is that you must be born again to see and then enter the kingdom of God.  If you cannot see it you cannot enter it.

· You might be asking, “What is the New Birth?

· Let us begin by stating What the New Birth is not.  Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews. Being a ruler of a religious group tells us the following: (a) He was a church member. (b) He was religious. (c) He was a good moral man. (d) As a religious leader he may have been baptized (Ex. 29:4-7). (e) He was educated, indoctrinated, and separated from the world. (f) He was honest, upright, and respectable. (g) Beyond doubt he had every outward sign pertaining to pure religion, but mankind's trouble isn't outward. All of these traits mentioned above are commendable, but they do not assure one of salvation. Therefore the new birth:

· It is not a religion. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a very strict religionist that celebrated the Passover, paid tithes, said prayers, brought sacrifices, and tried to keep the Law. To him the Lord Jesus said, "You must be born again". It is Law-keeping, joining the church, being baptized, or living up to a religious creed will not save you. Many will end up in hell even though they did all of these things. Will you? You MUST be born again.

· It is not morality. You may try to keep the golden rule, pay your bills, be a good neighbor, keep out of jail, and live a clean moral life, but that won't save you. Do you realize that God's Son spoke these words on the new birth to a man who was doing his best to gain heaven? Without a doubt, Nicodemus was not a crook, drunkard nor gambler.  He was a true husband, a good neighbor, a man of clean morals, and religious. Yet Jesus told him you MUST be born again. If he needed the new birth how do you expect to get to heaven without it?

· It is not reformation. Even if you would quit all your meanness, infidelity or any immoral acts, that would not be the new birth. The problem is not on the outside, but on the inside. You don't need exterior decoration but interior regeneration. Satan wants you to rest in a false peace through self-reformation. This too will not get you to heaven unless you have been born again.

· Now What the New Birth Is. 

·  The new birth is best experienced than explained.  This business of finding God does not consist merely of a trip to an altar or just a good feeling, or turning a new leaf or making some new resolutions.  The man who truly prays through and gets saved has an inward consciousness that his sins are gone. He knows that he knows that he knows. All doubt is gone.  

· The new birth is a mystery. A mystery cannot be explained, but it can be experienced. We do not know where the wind comes from or whither it goes. So it is with this spiritual birth (John 3:8). We can't explain it, but neither can man explain it away. It is an undeniable reality. 

· The new birth makes us new creatures. If any man be in Christ, he is (present tense) a new creature; old things are passed away (to pass away means to die); behold, (take notice) all things are become new (2Cor. 5:17).   The new birth turns us completely around and make us love what we once hated and hate what we once loved. Did you love pornography? You will hate it. Did you love the sop opera shows – all my children, the young and the restless, etc? You will hate them. Did you hate the Bible, church, prayers, and God's people. You will love them. Praise the Lord. Beloved, this is evidence that something has happened to us internally.  As new creatures the Bible become a new book; the church a new church; we receive a new tongue instead of cursing, we begin praising; we receive a new heart, and we live a new life. When this takes place, those around us will not wonder if we truly receive all spiritual blessings that come through the new birth.

· Now, how can you be born again? The Scripture declares, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:11-13, NIV)”.  The Lord Jesus said you must be born "of the SPIRIT." It is 100% God's work, not yours. It is a mystery and a miracle ONLY God can perform. If God has not done a work in your life, you are not born again. Your part is to believe God's record about you that you are a lost, worthless sinner, and in desperate need of a Savior. You must repent of your sins and receive the Lord Jesus Christ as both Lord and Savior. He died on Calvary's cross, satisfying the righteousness and justice of God, that He might take your sins and punishment upon Himself. He arose and is seated today at the right hand of the “Majestic God on high” (see Hebrews 1:3), and He is now being offered to you as God's only way of salvation (see John 14:6). When you receive HIM, you will be saved and become like Paul says we are "... children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26).  You do not receive Christ by taking communion, or by being baptized, or by joining a church, or by any other human effort. You receive Christ by faith and trust alone in His finished work on the cross. 

· If you want to say yes to Jesus and be born again, we ask you to come now so that we can pray with you and for you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and want to come back today, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual blessing that comes through the new birth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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