Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS – THE CHRIST OF THE CHURCH
May 1, 2011    
 1. In Him We Have Redemption
Text: Colossians 1:1-14
1 If Ephesians is labeled and portrayed the “Church of Christ” then Colossians must surely be the “Christ of the Church”.   Whereas Ephesians focuses on the body, Colossians focuses on the Head since the Church of Christ is the body of Christ with Jesus Christ as the Head.  Like Ephesians the first half (Chapters 1 and 2) of the epistle to the Colossians is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s main purpose in the epistle of Colossians is to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  Paul argues in this epistle  that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent for the Church (a group of believers) to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is uncomplicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.
2 Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in this first part of Chapter one.  The fundamental doctrine is that our redemption is by God’s grace through our faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As the Christ of the Church and the head of the Church He justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  Such a people live to please the head of the Church, the Christ of the Church through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  In so doing love is consistently exhibited through exemplarily lives of praying for, and caring and sharing with others.
3  Thus today’s text reads, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:1-14).

4 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· Faith comes through hearing the gospel that came through the Christ of the Church.  Faith in Jesus warrants that the church of Christ gives thanks and prays for those who are in the Christ of the Church.
· The gospel of Christ of the Church is ever growing without an end such that it bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world as the grace of God is truly heard and understood.
· The knowledge of God’s will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives helps the Church lives a life worthy of the Christ of the Church that pleases God through bearing fruit in every good work.

· The Church has great endurance, patience and joy because God by His grace through the Christ of the Church has qualified us to share in the inheritance of His holy people in the kingdom of Light.  For the Christ of the Church has rescued the Church of Christ from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom as in Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.   And let the Church say, Amen!

6  If you desire to part of the Church of Christ to enjoy the victory He won over Satan, sin and death to provide us with complete redemption to become fruitful and faithful, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

7 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 2. His Supremacy

Text: Colossians 1:15-23

5 If Ephesians has been labeled and portrayed the “Church of Christ” then Colossians must surely be the “Christ of the Church”.   Whereas Ephesians focuses on the body, Colossians focuses on the Head since the Church of Christ is the body of Christ with Jesus Christ as the Head.  Like Ephesians the first half (Chapters 1 and 2) of the epistle to the Colossians is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s main purpose in the epistle of Colossians is to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  Paul argues in this epistle  that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent for the Church (a group of believers) to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is uncomplicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.

6 Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in Chapter one.  The fundamental doctrine is that our redemption is by God’s grace through our faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As the Christ of the Church and the head of the Church He justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore lives to please the head of the Church, the Christ of the Church, through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  

7 It is mothers’ Day 2011, and I do wish all the mothers a blessed, happy and wonderful day!  Also, let me commend all the mothers for their unfailing love to all their children! Indeed, mothers who give birth to us are very important to us in this life however the Christ of the church is more supreme than them because it is through Him that we have spiritual birth into eternal life. In Him perfect love is consistently exhibited through our exemplarily lives of praying for, and caring and sharing with others.  Nonetheless, His supremacy above all lies in the fact that everything concerning eternal life is through Him and by Him because He is the reflection of God in the human form.
8  Thus today’s text reads, “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.   21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant” (Colossians 1:15-23).

9 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· The Christ of the Church is the only begotten Son of God, who is the image of the invisible God and the firstborn over all creation. 
· In Him all things were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
· The Christ of the Church is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy. 
· Therefore, God is pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things by making peace through His blood that was shed on the cross.   
· Now the Church which was among those who were alienated from God and were enemies in their minds because of their evil behavior, the Christ of the Church has reconciled to God by His physical body through death on the cross to present it holy in God’s sight, without blemish and free from accusation— provided the church of Christ continues in faith, established and firm, and does not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which Paul and I Pastor Datiri and all other ministers of the gospel have become servants.   And let the Church say, Amen!

8  If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to enjoy the victory that the Christ of the Church won over Satan, sin and death to provide us with complete redemption to become fruitful and faithful, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

9 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 3. His Mystery

Colossians 1:24-2:5

INTRODUCTION – Mystery story
1. How did you make it when the odds were against you? 

2. How were you able to accomplish the task?

A. Suffering as a gift, God’s way for the Truth

1. Considered it an honor Vs 24-25
         a. Welcome the chance to suffer

         b. 1Peter 3:17, For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

   c. Paul, when he became a servant


1.  Experience suffering as a gift


2.  God’s way of helping him serve

2.  Preaching about riches in Christ Vs 26-29

a. Mystery kept in dark a long time


b. God wanted everyone not just Jews


C. Regardless of background, religious standing,


d. Tell about the mystery – Christ in You



1. Chief cornerstone



2. 1 Cor 3:11- Cannot lay no other foundation but Christ



3. Isaiah 28:16- Tried stone, tested



4. Gods workmanship/masterpiece



5. Fitted in the body



6. Look forward to sharing in Gods Glory.


e.  Be mature is to be basic. 



1.  Christ! No more, no less



2.  That’s what he was working hard at.




1. Day after day, year after year




2. Doing his best with the energy that God so generously gave him

3.  Work hard for Christians in Laodicea Vs 2:1


a. Many have not met face to face


b. That don’t matter, I’m on your side


c. You are not alone

4.  Hearts comforted being knit together Vs 2-4


a. Woven in a tapestry of love



1. 1 John 4:20, If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?


b. In touch with everything to know of God


c. Minds confident and at rest, focused on Christ.

d. All the richest treasures, wisdom, knowledge are embedded in Christ.


e.  Don’t be Beguiled (Deceived)



1.  Lead off on a wild goose chase



2.  Chasing other so called mysteries



3. Know the fruits of the spirit all 9 of them.  Galations 5:22-23, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness(Patient, Mild & slow to anger), Temperance (Self restraint in conduct,expression)
5.  Im a long way away but right beside you. Vs 5


a. You may not see me again


b. Impressed with what I hear



1.  How you conduct your affairs



2.  Impressed with your faith in Christ

6.  Conclusion: Do not faint, Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world


a. God sent his son to die for our sins


b. He rose for the Jew and Gentile


c. All are saved by him 
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 4. The Fullness of Deity In Bodily Form
Text: Colossians 2:6-15

10 If Ephesians has been labeled and portrayed the “Church of Christ” then Colossians must surely be the “Christ of the Church”.   Whereas Ephesians focuses on the body, Colossians focuses on the Head since the Church of Christ is the body of Christ with Jesus Christ as the Head.  Like Ephesians the first half (Chapters 1 and 2) of the epistle to the Colossians is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s main purpose in the epistle of Colossians is to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  Paul argues in this epistle  that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent for the Church (a group of believers) to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is uncomplicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.

11 Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in Chapter one.  The fundamental doctrine is that our redemption is by God’s grace through our faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As the Christ of the Church and the head of the Church He justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore lives to please the head of the Church, the Christ of the Church, through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  

12 Just like the Church of Christ is a mystery, so also is the Christ of the Church.  The mystery is the Christ in you, the Church! This is the gospel – Christ in you the hope of glory.  The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. The mystery also is that in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and I may add understanding. Therefore you philosophy about life must be based on the principles of the truth of God’s Word for success in life. What is your philosophy? Philosophy is the examination of basic concepts: the branch of knowledge or academic study devoted to the systematic examination of basic concepts such as truth, existence, reality, causality, and freedom; the school of thought with regards to a particular system of thought or doctrine; the guiding or underlying principles of a set of basic principles or concepts underlying a particular sphere of knowledge; the set of beliefs or aims such as a precept, or set of precepts, beliefs, principles, or aims, underlying somebody's practice or conduct; or the calm resignation that includes restraint, resignation, or calmness and rationality in somebody's behavior or response to events. The Synonyms of philosophy include attitude, viewpoint, idea, thinking, way of life, values, and/or beliefs.  Harold Camping’s prediction of the rapture on May 21, 2011 was not based on the truth of God’s Word.  His philosophy is completely misleading and screwed up; for the scripture says no man knows the day or the hour, not even the angels or the Son but the Father alone. Therefore do not allow anyone deceive you.

13  Thus today’s text reads, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.  9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:6-15).

14 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· As you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
· Make sure that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on the Christ of the Church.  
·  For in the Christ of the Church all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Him you have been brought to fullness or completeness as He is the head over every power and authority. 
·  In the Christ of the Church you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands and your selfishness of the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, when you were buried with Him in baptism, and were also raised with Him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
· When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with the Christ of the Church. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.   And let the Church say, Amen!

10  If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to enjoy the victory that the Christ of the Church won over Satan, sin and death to provide us with complete redemption to become fruitful and faithful, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

11 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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5. The Freedom He Offers
Text: Colossians 2:16-23

15 Ephesians has been portrayed the “Church of Christ” and Colossians the “Christ of the Church”.   Whereas Ephesians focuses on the body, Colossians is on the Head since the Church of Christ is the body of believers with Jesus Christ its Head.  Like Ephesians the first half of Colossians (Chapters 1 and 2) is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s main purpose in Colossians is to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  Paul argues in this epistle  that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent for the Church (a group of believers) to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is uncomplicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.

16 Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in Chapter 1 with the fundamental doctrine that our redemption is by God’s grace through our faith in the completed redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As the Christ of the Church, the head of the Church justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore lives to please the head of the Church, Jesus Christ, through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  

17 In Chapter 2 Paul began to address the doctrine of mystery including our fullness in Christ.  Just like the Church of Christ is a mystery, so also is the Christ of the Church.  The mystery is the Christ in you, the Church! This is the gospel – Christ in you the hope of glory.  The mystery also is that in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and I may add understanding. Therefore your philosophy about life must be based on the principles of the truth of God’s Word for success in life and that you may not fall prey to deception through worldly philosophy.  Paul then continued to explain the doctrine of the mystery to include the freedom obtained in Christ.  Freedom gives us the liberty of choice so long as you utilize the treasure of knowledge, understanding and wisdom you have because of the Christ in you.  However, be careful about the freedom of choice because your life is the sum total of the choices or decisions that you make.  Do not let people influence your choices and decisions unnecessarily rather let the truth of God’s word and the Christ in you influence all your choices and decisions.  Build your philosophy of life based on the principles of God’s word!
18  Thus today’s text reads, “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.  20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence” (Colossians 2:16-23).

19 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· The Christ of the Church in you has filled you with the treasure of wisdom, knowledge and understanding so stop relying on human rules and regulations that form religion. Relationship with God through the Christ in you is preeminent. Therefore do not let anyone judge and frustrate you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day since these are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 
· Because the Christ of the Church is in you, do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person is full of hypocrisy, pride and arrogance about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind.
· Beware of people who have lost connection with the Christ of the Church, the head from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.  
·  Since you, the Church of Christ died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules of religiosity:  “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings.  Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 
· The reality is that the Christ in you provides you with the treasure of wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  He also grants you the spirit of power, love and self-control.  He grants you the freedom to choice; but remember that your life is a sum total of the choices or decisions you make.    It is about relationship with the Christ in you and not about religion.  Therefore let the Christ in you build within you a philosophy of life based only on principles of the Truth of God’s word.    And let the Church say, Amen!

12  If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to enjoy freedom that the Christ of the Church provides, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song?

13 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

