Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS – THE CHRIST OF THE CHURCH

June 5, 2011    
6. Live Wisely among Unbelievers

Text: Colossians 4:5-6
SCHOLARSHIP DAY
INTRODUCTION – Communication issues
A.  How do you talk to people? 

1. Talker, Demanding, Bragger, Know it all

2. Slickness, manipulator, Snooty, Gehetto

3. Drug addict, Alcoholic, Gay, Lesbian

B.  How do you talk to church folk who act worldly.

1.  Ear rings, Braids, Weave, no service

2. No manners, not kind, living unholy,

3. Gossiping behind your back, don’t tithes, 

4. Rebellious children

A. Be Wise among Non-Believers, Vs 5

1. Live prudently & with discretion

        A. discretion doing what is right at all times


2.  Watch what you say



A. Life and death are in the tongue

Proverbs 10:11, The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life; but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

1 Peter 3:9, Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing

Proverbs 26:21-22, Hungry-feed him, thirsty-water to drink, heap coals of fire on his head, and Lord shall reward thee.

Proverbs 15:1, A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.

Proverbs 21:23, Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.

Proverbs 27:2, Let another man praise thee & not thine own mouth: A stranger: Not thine own lips.

3.  1 reason to be wise among non-believers 

A. You are not made a fool

B.  Reputation of Gospel depends on you

C. World judges by what they see in you.

B.  Speech Gracious with salt, Vs 6

1.  Pleasant & winsome

2. Never at a loss for words if questioned

Matthew 5:13, Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savior,where with shall it be salted-good for nothing trodden under the foot of men.

1.  Salt prevents corruption, spoiling

2. Disinfectant, clean wounds

3. Feed the horse salt

1 Peter 3:15, But Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.

4.  Don’t waste any time to save/walk into the heart of an unbeliever.

C.  How do you communicate Your faith to Unbelievers?

1.  Hugs – Head lock

2. Honey – Hammer

3. Do you share with people at all what/who you believe in.

4. Is your life an open bible in your speech

5. Do you walk in the spirit as Christ

1.  Jesus had love, gentleness, goodness

2. Jesus had joy, peace, long-suffering

3. Jesus love so much that he died & rose

4. Because of Jesus we have hope

5. Prayer,Faith,Courage, hope, trust,
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June 12, 2011    
7. Living As Made Alive In Him

Text: Colossians 3:1-17
1 In Paul’s letter of Colossians, the first half (Chapters 1 and 2) is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s maintained his purpose writing this epistle throughout Colossians to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  He argues in this epistle that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent and impossible for the Church to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is not complicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.
2 Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in Chapter 1 with the fundamental doctrine that redemption is by God’s grace through faith in the completed redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary.  As the Christ of the Church, Jesus Christ justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore must live to please Jesus Christ through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  
3 In Chapter 2 Paul addressed the doctrine of mystery including our fullness in Christ.  Just like the Church of Christ is a mystery, so also is the Christ of the Church.  The mystery is the Christ in you, the hope of glory because in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and I may add understanding.  Paul then continued to explain the doctrine of the mystery to include the freedom obtained through the Christ in you that gives the liberty of choice so long as one utilizes the treasure of knowledge, understanding and wisdom He provides you.  And so you have to be careful about the freedom of choice because your life is the sum total of the choices or decisions that you make.  On no account should you let people influence your choices and decisions unnecessarily rather let the truth of God’s word and the Christ in you influence all your choices and decisions.  Build your philosophy of life based on the principles of God’s word!
4 Now in Chapter 3, Paul began to explain the “how to” of practical Christian living that pleases Christ.  The fundamental thing that undergirds practical Christian living is the fact that Christ lives in the believer – “the mystery of the Christ in you!”  Without the Christ in you, you cannot be a Christian nor can you live the Christian life.  All that you will succeed in doing apart from Christ in you is to become a hypocrite.  Therefore because of the Christ in you, live as you have been made alive in Him!
5  Thus today’s text reads, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.   12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.   15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:1-17).

6 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· Without the Christ in you, you cannot be a Christian nor can you live the Christian life.  Without Christ living through you, all that you will succeed in doing is to become a hypocrite. 
· Because Christ now lives in you, set your heart and mind on things above and not on earthly things because you died with Christ in baptism, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. So that when Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
· Therefore, put to death whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry and because of these the wrath of God is coming. Remember you used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived but now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
· Because of the Christ in you, there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.   Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved:

· Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
· Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
· Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
· Above all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.   
· Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
·  Let the message (word) of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
· And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. And let the Church say, Amen!

7. If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to live to please Him, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song?

8. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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June 19, 2011    8. His Instructions To Christians Households
Text: Colossians 3:18-4:6

1. In Paul’s letter of Colossians, the first half (Chapters 1 and 2) is doctrinal and the second (Chapters 3 and 4) is practical.  Paul’s maintained his purpose writing this epistle throughout Colossians to show that Christ is preeminent, first and foremost in everything; and the Christian’s life must reflect this priority.  He argues in this epistle that since believers are rooted in Him, alive in Him, hidden in Him and complete in Him, it will be absolutely inconsistent and impossible for the Church to live life without Christ.  Also, as believers are clothed in Christ’s love and have His peace ruling in their hearts, it is not complicated to make Christ first in every area of their life.

2. Paul lays the foundation of this epistle in Chapter 1 with the fundamental doctrine that redemption is by God’s grace through faith in the completed redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary.  As the Christ of the Church, Jesus Christ justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore must live to please Jesus Christ through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  

3. In Chapter 2 Paul addressed the doctrine of mystery including our fullness in Christ.  Just like the Church of Christ is a mystery, so also is the Christ of the Church.  The mystery is the Christ in you, the hope of glory because in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and I may add understanding.  Paul then continued to explain the doctrine of the mystery to include the freedom obtained through the Christ in you that gives the liberty of choice so long as one utilizes the treasure of knowledge, understanding and wisdom He provides you.  And so you have to be careful about the freedom of choice because your life is the sum total of the choices or decisions that you make.  On no account should you let people influence your choices and decisions unnecessarily rather let the truth of God’s word and the Christ in you influence all your choices and decisions.  Build your philosophy of life based on the principles of God’s word!

4. Now in Chapter 3, Paul began to explain the “how to” of practical Christian living that pleases Christ.  The fundamental thing that undergirds practical Christian living is the fact that Christ lives in the believer – “the mystery of the Christ in you!”  Without the Christ in you, you cannot be a Christian nor can you live the Christian life.  All that you will succeed in doing apart from Christ in you is to become a hypocrite.  Therefore because of the Christ in you, He has instructions for Christian households to live by!  I heard someone said Bible is Basic Instructions before Leaving Earth.  The Bible therefore is God’s basic standard instructions for Christians to live successful living before they leave this earth for their eternal destiny in heaven.
5.  Thus today’s text reads, “Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.  22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.  4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.  2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 3:18-4:6).

7 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· Every member of the family has definite instructions for practical Christian living and why it is necessary: Wives, submit to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord; Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them; Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord; Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged; Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord; and Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven. 
· Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
·  Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.  
· Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 
· Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders/unbelievers; make the most of every opportunity and conduct yourselves always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.  And let the Church say, Amen!

8.  If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to live to please Him, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Praise Team leads us in a song?

9. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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June 26, 2011    9. His Instructions To Christians Households
Text: Colossians 4:7-18

1. We are at the conclusion of the sermon series - THE CHRIST OF THE CHURCH from the Book of Colossians.  What a way to conclude it with “Final Greetings” to recognize those living the practical Christian lives because of the Christ in them!

2. Paul had laid the foundation of this epistle in Chapter 1 with the fundamental doctrine that redemption is by God’s grace through faith in the completed redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary.  As the Christ of the Church, Jesus Christ justifies us and imputes His righteousness to us so that the Church becomes a holy and faithful people.  The Church of Christ therefore must live to please Jesus Christ through patiently and faithfully bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of the will and word of God.  This is because the Christ of the Church is preeminent and supreme above all else.  

3. In Chapter 2 Paul addressed the doctrine of mystery of the Church, including our fullness in Christ.  Just like the Church of Christ is a mystery, so also is the Christ of the Church.  The mystery is the Christ in you, the hope of glory because in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and I may add understanding.  This mystery also includes the freedom obtained through the Christ in you that gives the liberty of choice so long as one utilizes the treasure of knowledge, understanding and wisdom He provides you.  So one has to be careful about the freedom of choice because your life is the sum total of the choices or decisions that you make.  On no account should you let people influence your choices and decisions unnecessarily rather let the truth of God’s word and the Christ in you influence all your choices and decisions.  Build your philosophy of life based on the principles of God’s word!

4. Now in Chapter 3, Paul began to explain the “how to” of practical Christian living that pleases Christ.  The fundamental thing that undergirds practical Christian living is the fact that Christ lives in the believer – “the mystery of the Christ in you!”  Without the Christ in you, you cannot be a Christian nor can you live the Christian life.  All that you will succeed in doing apart from Christ in you is to become a hypocrite.  Therefore because of the Christ in you, He has instructions for Christian households to live by!  I heard someone said Bible is Basic Instructions before Leaving Earth.  The Bible therefore is God’s basic standard instructions for Christians to live successful living before they leave this earth for their eternal destiny in heaven.  In the text for the day Paul now concludes with final greetings mentioning specific persons who were leading practical Christian lives because of the Christ in them.  Paul recognizes and describes in his salutations each person according to their ministry and how they had ministered using their giftedness.
5.  Thus today’s text reads, “Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.  10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.  16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.  17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.”  18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.” (Colossians 4:1-18).

6. Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· Anyone who had exhibited the practical Christian life because of the Christ in them, Paul recognized and described them with one or more of the following attributes in his final greetings in this epistle:  Dear brother, faithful minister and fellow servant, faithful and dear brother, fellow prisoner, co-workers for the kingdom of God, one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, our dear friend, and brothers and sisters. 
· These individuals were gifted differently and used their giftedness to assist Paul in the ministry.  This always provides confidence and encouragement in ministry.

·  These individuals always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured; and you can always vouch for them that they are working hard and they will complete the ministry they have received from the Lord.  May the grace of the Lord be with you, and let the Church say, Amen!

7. If you desire to be part of the Church of Christ to live to please Him, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

8. And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

