Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

February 6, 2011   
   5. The Mystery Revealed 

Text: Ephesians 3:1-7

1 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, allow me to state that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  The Church of Christ is a mystery.  The Church is a group of believers united by their faith in Christ’s redemptive work through His blood that break all the barriers created by the works and the laws of flesh which do cause divisions in any generation.  The book of Ephesians is the epistle that is portrayed as the “Church of Christ”, that is the united body of Christ; for which Jesus Christ is the Head.  Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   This too is a mystery.  So Paul in Chapters 1-3 describes the content of the believer’s heavenly “bank account” to include: adoption, acceptance, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, inheritance, the seal of the Holy Spirit, eternal life, grace, citizenship – to sum it all he said “every spiritual blessing”.  In Chapters 4-6, Paul writes about how the Christian learns his spiritual walk that is rooted in his spiritual wealth.  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus (chapters 1-3) for good works … that we should walk in them (chapters 4-6)” (Ephesians 2:10).

2 Now what is mystery?  And why is the Church of Christ a mystery?  Mystery is secrecy, anonymity, obscurity, ambiguity, inscrutability, vagueness, unknown, and/or anonymous.  When entropy, the tendency towards disorder is the rule of nature and where divisions and hostility rather than unity and peace are the norms for human beings, the Church of Christ (which is the united body of believers redeemed by blood of Jesus Christ and saved by grace through faith), is then a mystery.  The fact that the Church is united with peace prevailing in it is a mystery to the unbeliever.  But to the Church, the mystery has been revealed through the gospel.  And the gospel is the good news that salvation is by grace through faith and redemption is by the blood of Jesus.  The believers of the gospel then form the Church that enjoys peaceful coexistence and the “rich heavenly account” because of the salvation and redemption wrought by Jesus Christ.  Here in Ephesians chapter 3, Paul now reveals the mystery, its purpose and why we should appreciate this mystery.

3 And so our focus today is "THE CHURCH OF CHRIST – The Mystery Revealed" and thus today’s text reads, “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.  7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power” (Ephesians 3:1-7).

4 Mt Traveler members, allow me to conclude this sermon with the following statements to you:

o
The blood of Jesus is a formidable force that breaks the barrier of hostility and unite believers into one body commonly called the church. 
o
Church members reflect unity in diversity that results in peaceful coexistence for Jesus is our peace who has broken every wall of hostility; and this is the mystery that was be made known by divine revelation to the holy prophets and the apostles. 

o
Understand that the insight into the mystery of Christ and the Church was not made known to people in other generations as it is now revealed to us by the indwelling Holy Spirit in believers.

o
The mystery  is that through the gospel the Gentiles together with Israel, members together of one body called the Church, are now sharers together in the promise in Christ.  And let the Church say, Amen!

5 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is what deprives you from appreciating the godly loving relationships we have through Christ.  Sin is a chronic disease that deprives you from knowing who you are in Christ Jesus.  

6 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with this chronic disease, called sin.  Repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

7 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns
THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

February 13, 2011      6. The Purpose of the Mystery 

Text: Ephesians 3:8-13
INTRODUCTION – Mystery of Bus Boycott & Dr. King
1. How can a group of people organize as they did? 

2. How can a dream effect a nation?

A. Least of all Apostals

1. Consider himself the least Vs 8
         a. Chief of all sinners (1Tim 1:15)

         b. Unworthiness (Rom 12:3)

   c. Never covered he was a sinner (Prov 28:13)

2.  Preaching about riches in Christ Vs 9

a. Turn the light on


b. Spiritual enlightenment & understanding


C. 1 John 1:5-9


d. Tell about the mystery



1. Chief cornerstone



2. 1 Cor 3:11- nothing but Christ



3. Isaiah 28:16- Tried stone, tested



4. Gods workmanship/masterpiece



5. Fitted in the body

3.  Mission is to know Christ Vs 10


a. Great commission


b. Make disciples


c. Bear fruit in our season of maturity

4.  Eternal Purpose Vs 11


a. Be in Christ & have faith in him

5.  Speak in Boldness. Vs 12


a. Heb 13:5-6 never leave or forsake

6.  Do not faint. Vs 13

a. Do not give way to evil.


b. Do not loose heart, do not be dismayed



1.  His imprisonment did not stop him




a. Word can not be bound




b. Opposition & difficulty.




c. Give God the glory.




d. Never abandoning a task

7. Conclusion



a. God sent his son to die for our sins


b. He rose for the Jew and Gentile


c. All are saved by him 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

February 20, 2011   
   7. Appreciating the Mystery 

Text: Ephesians 3:14-21
5 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, allow me to state that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  The Church of Christ is a mystery.  The Church is a group of believers united by their faith in Christ’s redemptive work through His blood that breaks all the barriers created by the works and the laws of flesh which do cause divisions in any generation.  The book of Ephesians is the epistle that is portrayed as the “Church of Christ”, that is the united body of Christ; for which Jesus Christ is the Head.  Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   This too is a mystery.  So Paul in Ephesians chapter 3 wrote to reveal the mystery, its purpose and why we should appreciate this mystery.  Our appreciation of the mystery comes from the understanding of the great love of God that made the gospel clear for us to accept it.  Whenever we can grasp and understand how rich the love of God is towards mankind then we can appreciate how rich the church is.  There is no wealth greater than love.  So Paul prays in this last part of Ephesians 3, that the church may grasps, know, understand and be rooted in the love of God through Jesus Christ which is the basis for the mystery of its continual existence.  For the mystery has been revealed to the Church through the gospel.  And the gospel is the good news that salvation is by grace through faith and redemption is by the blood of Jesus; all because of the indescribable love of God.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).  Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 15:13).

6 And so our focus today is "THE CHURCH OF CHRIST – Appreciating the Mystery" and thus today’s text reads, “For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:14-21).

7 Mt Traveler members, allow me to conclude this sermon with the following statements to you:

· It is through the gospel that every family in heaven and on earth derives its name from God, the Father. 
· It is God’s glorious riches of love that strengthens the Church with power through His Spirit in the inner being for Christ to dwell in your hearts through faith.
· For you to appreciate the mystery of the Church, you must be rooted and established in love that you may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge so that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!.  And let the Church say, Amen!

8 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is what deprives you from appreciating the godly loving relationships we have through Christ.  Sin is a chronic disease that deprives you from knowing who you are in Christ Jesus.  

9 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who still struggles with this chronic disease, called sin.  Repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

10 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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February 27, 2011     

 8. Walk in Unity 

Text: Ephesians 4:1-6

8 As we continue the sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, allow me to state that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  The Church of Christ is a mystery.  The Church is a group of believers united by their faith in Christ’s redemptive work through His blood that breaks all the barriers created by the works and the laws of flesh which do cause divisions in any generation.  The book of Ephesians is the epistle that is portrayed as the “Church of Christ”, that is the united body of Christ; for which Jesus Christ is the Head.  Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   In Chapters 4-6, Paul writes about how the Christian learns his spiritual walk that is rooted in his spiritual wealth.  So Paul in the beginning of Ephesians chapter 4 wrote to instruct the Church to walk in unity because it is the united body of Christ that fulfills the purpose of the spiritual gifts.  Then in the second half of this chapter 4 he addressed the issues of Christian conduct concerning morality, money and the mouth.  Paul had just concluded Ephesians 3 with the fact that the love of God is indescribable and there is no wealth greater than love.  This love of God together with the power of the Holy Spirit combine to humble believers to develop the strongest bond that binds with each other into a united body called the Church. Unity is a strong attribute of the Church.  As such Paul in his epistles would often remind Churches about unity and its importance.  For instance, he wrote the Church in Rome, “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” (Romans 12:3-5).

9 And so our focus today is "THE CHURCH OF CHRIST – Walk in Unity" and thus today’s text reads, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:1-6).

10 Mt Traveler members, allow me to conclude this sermon by reiterating the following points from our text as a summary:

· Please live a life worthy of the calling you received from the Lord. 
· In humility and gentleness be patient and bear with one another in love.
· Deliberately make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace 

· The love of God is perfect or complete in unity: one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God, the Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  And let the Church say, Amen!

11 And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is what deprives you from appreciating the godly loving relationships and the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace that we have in Christ.  Sin is a chronic disease that deprives you from knowing who you are in Christ Jesus.  

12 Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who still struggles with this chronic disease, called sin.  Repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

