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Why Friendship Evangelism?   

John 1: 29-51
1. Pray / Acknowledge
A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Introduction: 
· The greatest problem prevalent in Christendom is not ignorance but disobedience.  Christians love to play the card of ignorance so as to be disobedience.  Disobedience was the sin of Balaam who for his greed for material gain acted ignorant to disobey God so as to willingly accept Balack’s invitation to come and curse God’s people.  God had to use a donkey to call his attention to God’s perspective – to bless the Israelites because they were His blessed people.  Just like Balaam, God has called Christians to be His witnesses.  Friendship Evangelism is an effective way to be witnesses for Christ to fulfill the greatest commandment and the great commission.
· Someone may play the ignorant card by saying: what is the greatest commandment or what is the great commission?  The greatest commandment is: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind’ … and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:37-39).  But most Church folks and many Christians are disobedient to this great commandment and attempt to justify their action by employing ignorance and asking: who is my neighbor?  The core of the matter is if you don’t love your neighbor that you see, how can you prove to me that you love God whom you have never seen?  The great commission is found in Matthew 28:18-20, when Jesus came to His disciples and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  Yet most Church folks and many Christians disobey these injunctions, making excuses that the world is too vast and there are no enough resources to meet the great commission, especially in foreign missions.   This again is a display of disobedience rather than ignorance because we all know the world is becoming a global society that is linked by various communication capabilities and technology.  And friendship Evangelism can employ these communication capabilities provided by the growing technology in this generation to fulfill both the greatest commandment and the great commission.  All that is required of Christians is obedience. 
· Friendship Evangelism provides Christians with the opportunity to develop redemptive relationships with the unsaved, receptive, and responsive prospects as they the good news of salvation obediently according to the greatest commandment and great commission. This concept is sometimes referred to as winning the winnable.  This is actually not a new concept but the very same one that Jesus and His disciples employed during the first century of Christianity.  The premise for Friendship Evangelism is absolute obedience to the great commandment and the great commission.  All that is required is for you to love God and your unsaved friends, relatives, associates and neighbors; and engage them to develop redemptive relations with them so that they would be saved and have that personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they become part of the family of God.
· Thus our text for today reads, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”  32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”  35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).  43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”  44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.   “Come and see,” said Philip.  47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man” (John 1:29-51).

· This text displays Friendship Evangelism at work and shows that obedience to both the greatest commandment and the great commission requires the commitment, dedication and willingness to invite friends, relatives, associates and neighbors into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Also, we can glean the following from the text:
· John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin.  John introduces Jesus to his two disciples as “the Lamb of God” and they followed Him. When his disciples asked Jesus where he stayed.  Jesus told the two disciples of John, “Come and see”.  
· One of the two disciples, Andrew, then went and found his brother Simon Peter and brought him to Jesus.

· Jesus the next day found Phillip and said to him, “Follow me”.
· Phillip was from the same town of Bethsaida with Andrew and Peter and perhaps neighbors, friends and/associates.

· Phillip went and told Nathanael we have found Jesus of Nazareth, the One Moses wrote about in the Law and about whom the prophets also wrote.
· Nathanael responded cynically, Nazareth! Can anything good come from there? Phillip insisted, “Come and see”. 
· The rest was history because all these friends, relatives, associates (perhaps fisherman) and neighbors became disciples of Jesus Christ.  Thus the power of Friendship Evangelism cannot be underestimated and/or overemphasized.  All that is required from Christians is obedience, commitment and faithfulness in fulfilling the greatest commandment and the great commission, and the rest will be history because we shall make disciples.  And let the Church say, “Amen!”
· As we conclude this worship experience, let me ask you: Are you obedient to the great commandment and the great commission?  It requires both to be courageous to invite others into a personal loving relationship with Jesus Christ.  But first you must be born again. This is because sin is a chronic disease that would prevent you from knowing God in a personal loving relationship as His son or daughter.  All you need to do is to repent, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved it is your obligation and responsibility to be obedient to the great commandment and great commission and engage in Friendship Evangelism.  The choice is yours to personally make! May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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13. Instructions for Christian Households: Husbands & Wives   

Ephesians 5:21-33
INTRODUCTION – Story of a Dysfunctional Family

1. How can I help you? 
Assist You

2. How can I edify you?
Say good true things

3. How can I build you up?

Strengthen you

A. Paul discuss Submission in 3 domestic relations


1. Wives & Husbands

2. Children and Parents


3. Servants and Masters

B.  Vs 22 As unto the Lord


a. Yield her will to her husband



1. Just like she yield to Lord



2.  Provided direction in fear of God



3.  He in line with God’s will



4.  Home like heaven on Earth



5.  Christian Home represents Christianity



6.  Colossians 3:18-23, wives submit, Husbands love & not be bitter, children obey, fathers provoke not, servants obey masters,  Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men. 

C.
Vs 23 The For gives reason why vs 22 calls for wifely submission.

1.
Husband is divinely appointed

2.
Husband is head over wife

3.
Husband is protector as Christ is savior of body

4.
Jesus responsible for church-Husband for Wife

5.
Husband provide spiritual leadership

A.
Voluntary – God gives us free will

B.
Consequences to disobedience

C.
Romans 6:23, wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord

D.
Vs 24 The Extent is in everything

1.
Every issue that may arise

1.
Those she agree or may not

2.
It is those directives of the husband that are in fear of God

3.
Proverbs 25:24,corner of housetop & brawling woman

4.
Proverbs 25:19, confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint

2.
Unbelieving mate, 1 Peter3:1-7

1.
Math 12:22-26, House divided

2.
Joshua 24:15, As for me & my house

E.
Vs 25 Responsibility of Husband is to Love wife

1.
Agape Love- Unconditional without thought of return

2.
As Christ gave life for church, No thought of sacrifice

3.
Sacrificial giving, not treat inferior

4.
Christ is the example of service, even wash Judas feet

F.
Vs 28 When Man loves his wife he loves himself

1.
Man profits from loving himself

2.
Man & Woman are one flesh- Cleave together

3.
As Christ is head- Church is Jesus body

G.
Vs 31 Leave Father & Mother

1.
Better chance for success if there is independence

2.
Physically, Emotionally, Financially

3.
Separate from parents & In-Laws 


H. Conclusion



A. God sent his son to die for our sins


B. He established an order for living


C.  Jesus paid the ultimate price with his blood for our sins, so we may live eternally in heaven with him.
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 14. Instructions for Christian Households: Children and Parents

Ephesians 6:1-4

1 The sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, has enlighten us that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  This Book of Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   In Chapters 4-6, Paul writes about how the Church, especially its individual members, learns his spiritual walk that is rooted in this spiritual wealth.  Chapter 4 focused on instructing the Church to walk in unity because it is the united body of Christ that fulfills the purpose of the spiritual gifts with respect to Christian conduct concerning morality, money and the mouth.  In Chapter 5 Paul reiterates that the Church is to walk in the Light as it walks in love. Also in this Chapter Paul underscores the importance of love and walking in it within the Christian household.  The unit Christian household consists of several relations: the husband-wife, children-parent and the master-slave.   So beginning in Chapter five and running to Chapter 6, Paul provided instructions for the love relationships that should exist in the categories of relationships in the Christian household.  Rev Johns on last Sunday emphasized the importance of Agape love between the husband and the wife for both to be submissive to one another in order to walk in love as children of light.  Today will focus on the instructions for the relation of children and parents.  Then next Sunday we shall consider the relation between Masters and slaves.  The fact is that obedience and respect are central to parent and children relationship that God promises children longevity of life when they honor their parents.  To establish a good relationship between parents and children, it is requirement that the parents have to sacrifice to make and take time to train and instruct their children in the way of the Lord.  Parents must not expect much but anger and frustration from children if they have not been properly trained.  So parents must train up their children in the proper perspective so that when they become adults they will not depart from it.

2  Today’s text reads, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”  4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:1-4).

3 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize: 
· The right thing to do is for children to obey their parents in the Lord.  It so much pleases the Lord that the command to “Honor your father and mother” is the first with the promise of enjoying longevity of life on earth.

· Fathers who are the spiritual leaders of the home must invest in bringing the children up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Respect your children enough to do this for them otherwise they will become frustrated and angry.  And if they become angry and frustrated with you, they will disrespect you too and will not obey you.  The fathers must set the spiritual temperature of their household and mothers must assist as the thermostat to modulate this spiritual temperature.

· Parents lead your children by good example.  Do not tell them to do the right things while they are observing you doing the wrong things that are not pleasing to the Lord.  You must lead an exemplary life as lead by the Holy Spirit 

·  Both parents and children must be very careful to live wisely, know and understand the Lord’s will for you, and make the most of every opportunity because the days are evil. Do not be foolish in getting drunk on wine, which leads to self-indulgence; instead, be filled with the Spirit and do everything to please the Lord Jesus Christ.  And let the Church say, Amen!

6  If you desire to part of the Church of Christ, and obedience and respect in your household for parents and children to have a godly loving relationship with each other we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

7 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Serving to Please God?   

1Thessalonians 2:1-13
2. Pray / Acknowledge
A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Introduction: 
· The theme for this pastoral anniversary and appreciation is “we speak as those (messengers) approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel”.  From this theme I will like to consider “Serving to Please God” as the subject of our discussion this afternoon.

· The truth is that you cannot serve to please God unless you have understood and know who your employer is.   When you know who your employer it is then you will know

· The “we” that speak 

· How they speak – as those approved by God

· Who are those entrusted with the gospel

· One of the greatest problems in the Black Baptist Church is the lack of daily appreciation of the Pastor, the Minister of the gospel, the messenger approved by God.  This problem comes from the fact that we don’t understand who employed the pastor.  If you had prayed to God for a pastor, then you know that God is the employer of the pastor.  But if you call a person for his oratory or singing prowess and/or if the person called himself in the ministry then we know that God is not the employer of such a pastor.  In any case, the pastor in the Black Baptist Church is often underappreciated.  Other than the once a year appreciation day, most church folks do not call on the pastor except in the face of crises situations and/or adversities.  Most do not call to check on the pastor’s well-being or to provide encouragement.  Most do not think that the pastor does not experience the same living conditions as they do.  I want you to know that when the pastor speaks he is speaking for God otherwise you are justified for not appreciating him on a daily basis.  You must all understand that the pastor is entrusted with gospel.  Your loyalty to the pastor is an indication of your appreciation for him on a daily basis.  Otherwise you may find yourself in strong opposition of any vision and mission that has been entrusted to the pastor by God.

· Thus our text for today reads, “You know, brothers and sisters that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children among you.  Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.   13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe” (1Thessalonians 2:1-13).

· This text brings out the fact that we need to appreciate the pastor who serves faithfully to please God.  Also, we can glean the following from the text that such pastors:

· Are always fruitful and productive in whatever they do even though they sometimes face strong opposition when they speak the truth of God as approved of Him to preach the gospel.  

· Do not make appeals springing from error or impure motives, nor to trick you through flattery, nor use masks to cover up greed.

· Do not look for praise from people even though they could assert their authority to do so; rather as a nursing mother cares for her children so do they care for the congregation – willing and delightfully to share not only the gospel but their lives as well because they love the congregation so much.

· Toil and through hardship work night and day in order not to burden anyone while preaching the gospel of God and remaining holy, righteous and blameless among the believers as well as non-believers.

· Deal with you as fathers deal with their children to encourage, comfort and urge you to live lives worthy of God who called you into His Kingdom.

· Always thank God for you for receiving the word of God that is indeed at work in those who believed.

·  Appreciate those who accepted the word of God preached not as human word but the true Word of God. And let the Church say, “Amen!”

· The doors of the church are open as we conclude this worship experience. The choice is yours to personally make! May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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 15. Instructions for Christian Households: Slaves and Masters

Text: Ephesians 6:5-9

4 The sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, has enlighten us that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  This Book of Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   In Chapters 4-6, Paul writes about how the Church, especially its individual members, learns his spiritual walk that is rooted in this spiritual wealth.  Chapter 4 focused on instructing the Church to walk in unity because it is the united body of Christ that fulfills the purpose of the spiritual gifts with respect to Christian conduct concerning morality, money and the mouth.  In Chapter 5 Paul reiterates that the Church is to walk in the Light as it walks in love. Also in this Chapter Paul underscores the importance of love and walking in it within the Christian household.  The unit Christian household consists of several relations: the husband-wife, children-parent and the master-slave.   So beginning in Chapter five and running to Chapter 6, Paul provided instructions for the love relationships that should exist in the categories of relationships in the Christian household.  Two Sundays ago Rev Johns considered what it takes to have a good husband-wife relationship.  He emphasized the importance of Agape love between the husband and the wife for both to be submissive (respectful) to each other for them to walk in love as children of light.  On last Sunday we talked about the instructions for the relation of children and parents and that obedience and respect are central to this relationship.  Today we will focus on the relation between Slaves and Masters.  At the core of this relationship is respect and fear with a sincere heart.

5 Is Paul advocating slavery? By no means!  But in real life situation there are superiors or supervisors and subordinates relationships all the time; and so Paul is just drawing an analogy with respect to the relationship of Christians and Christ.  Christians respect and fear (reverence) Christ out from a pure and sincere heart because of how much He loves them.  Respect is how you conduct yourself and rightly treat others to make them feel they are God’s creatures.  The one thing that perplexes me and perhaps get me upset and sometimes angry is the way fellow Christians treat others with contempt.  The question is how do you conduct yourself, and is there any ulterior motive in what you do to make others less than the status God has created them?

6  Thus today’s text reads, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.  9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.” (Ephesians 6:5-9).

7 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· The Church of Christ has a set pattern of obedience. It is with respect and reverence that comes from a pure and sincere heart.

· The Church cannot obey out of eye service to gain favors but do so to fulfill the will of God from a pure heart.

· Church members serve wholeheartedly and faithfully according to their giftedness.  You cannot serve like you are serving people because you know that the Lord will reward each one for the good they have done whether you are a supervisor or a subordinate.

· Those of you who are supervisors must treat your subordinators with respect without threatening them since both of you have a Master in heaven who does not play favoritism.   And let the Church say, Amen!

8  If you desire to part of the Church of Christ, and obedience and respect in your household for parents and children to have a godly loving relationship with each other we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

9 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 16. Spiritual Warfare and Final Greetings

Ephesians 6:10-24

8 The sermon series on THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS – THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, has enlighten us that the Church is the body of Christ redeemed through His blood and saved by grace through faith.  First, this Book of Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ yet are living as beggars because they are ignorant of their wealth.   In Chapters 4-6, Paul writes about how the Church, especially its individual members, learns his spiritual walk that is rooted in this spiritual wealth.  Chapter 4 focused on instructing the Church to walk in unity because it is the united body of Christ that fulfills the purpose of the spiritual gifts with respect to Christian conduct concerning morality, money and the mouth.  In Chapter 5 Paul reiterates that the Church is to walk in the Light as it walks in love. Also in this Chapter Paul underscores the importance of love and walking in it within the Christian household that consists of several relations: the husband-wife, children-parent and the master-slave.   So Paul provided instructions for the love relationships that must thrive in the categories of relationships in the Christian household.  At the core of these relationships is Agape love as evidence by submission, obedience, respect and fear with a sincere heart.  This is because walking in love, walking in unity, walking by faith and walking in the light as the Church of Christ is an uphill battle against the devil in a spiritual warfare.

9 Once you become part of the church of Christ, you are enlisted into God’s army to engage in spiritual warfare against the enemy of the cross and the gospel.  Often the church (especially its members) approaches this warfare physically whereas it is spiritual.  In this warfare, human beings are not your enemy, your fellow church members are not the enemies; neither are the deacons or the pastor your enemies.  Therefore do not all get upset with the church for no reason.  Instead be slow to take offense and quick to reconciliation to cement the relationships within the household of God so as to walk by faith and in love, unity and the light to overcome the enemy of the cross and the gospel.  United we stand and divided we fall.  A united relationship with one another as the church of Christ and that of the church with Christ ensures definite victory.  This is why we celebrate Easter because Jesus so loved the world that he gave His life to pay the penalty of its sin. He was crucified, died and rose again thereby overcoming the enemy through the death on the cross and won the victory for us over Satan, sin and death.  And so if the church of Christ is ever going to continue to enjoy this victory in the spiritual warfare, it must learn to employ the full armor of God.  The Church must always watch and pray because our enemy, the devil prowls like a roaring lion seeking whom to devour.  At times the devil comes like an angel of light (1 Corinthians 11:4) to deceive even the very elect of God to sin.  And so you must remain standing (alert or vigilant) even after you have overcome a temptation because the devil is always seeking opportune times to attack again.

10  Thus today’s text reads, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.  21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. 23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love” (Ephesians 6:10-24).

11 Mt Traveler members, as we conclude this sermon please allow me to summarize by making the following statements: 
· The Church of Christ is blessed with all spiritual blessings and so it is very wealthy.

· The Church is an army prepared for spiritual warfare against the enemy of the cross and the gospel.

· The Church has unique united relationships cemented by agape love to walk by faith and in love, unity and the light to overcome the enemy of the cross and the gospel.  At the core of these relationships is Agape love as evidence by submission, obedience, respect and fear with a sincere heart.

· The Church must employ the full armor of God to continue to enjoy the victory won over Satan, sin and death on Calvary and through the resurrection.   And let the Church say, Amen!

10  If you desire to part of the Church of Christ and/or continue to enjoy the victory won over Satan, sin and death, we invite you to come, repent, and humbly accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He died and rose again to save you from your sin through the shedding of His blood, and you will be saved.  May God bless you as you humbly come to Him while the Choir leads us in a song?

11 And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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