Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
May 2, 2010  
 4. My Commitment to Worship and Serving According to Knowledge

Romans 10:1-4; 2Timothy 2:14-21
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  We have already established that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We have also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, death and burial and resurrection in this new covenant.  We have also discussed that to become a fully devoted disciple one has to first be born again by making a total commitment of one’s life to Christ. Secondly, one has to make a commitment to understand Church membership and his/her personal role in the body of Christ in this new covenant.  Last Sunday we focused our discussion on “My commitment to Living an Authentic (Honest) Christian Life in the new covenant”. Today, the focus will be on “My Commitment to Worship and Serving According to Knowledge”.
· The knowledge that Christians have to make a commitment to doing things is the knowledge of the Truth. If you do not have the knowledge of the truth the tendency is to build yourself a reputation through your zeal.  What one needs to build is integrity which comes from the knowledge of the Truth.  Truth may sound harsh at times and truth will always expose the wrong in us.  Our reaction to the truth has to be positive to build integrity.  The scripture says without a vision my people perish and without knowledge my people are destroyed.  If we are going to be fully devoted disciples, we must learn to accepted criticisms positively.  Mistakes are what make you human and what makes you mature if you learn from such mistakes by reacting positively to corrections.  Usually, the first instinct by any human being is to react negatively to any correction that anybody offers you because the first thought is the person is trying to destroy my reputation.  I challenge you to view any criticism or correction that comes from a truth perspective to be an instrument of building your integrity and you will discover that this will help you to always react positively to criticisms.  The new covenant we have in Christ Jesus is based on love and so the goal is have as much true knowledge base along with its application that ensures wisdom which consequently builds integrity.  And let me say, reputation is what you want people to think and what they think you are whereas integrity is who you are.  Without the knowledge of the truth therefore, the tendency is to have zeal devoid of knowledge and consequently you worry about reputation instead of building integrity.  Thus can be prone to misinterpretation of actions or corrections that others try to effect in your live in order build your integrity.  Integrity is the righteousness that comes from God whereas reputation is the righteousness you create about yourself to make you feel good.
· Thus our text for today reads, “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Romans 10:1-4). “Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."  20In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 21If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work” (1 Timothy 2:14-21).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to Worship and Serving According to Knowledge you MUST:
· Know that you are saved and how you got saved
· Have the knowledge of the truth because this is what builds your integrity
· Not be zealous without knowledge as it only leads to having a reputation that can be dashed within a second and you could be mislead to spread heresy
· Stop defending your reputation as such can breed quarrels which consequently ruins your integrity  
· Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved (by studying and practicing the knowledge of the truth), a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth (i.e. people of integrity) 

· Not engage in quarreling or spreading heresy or falsehood on anyone through gossip (rather than learning to talk to people you are zealously talking about them) and causing dissension among the people of God.
· Make yourself an available vessel for noble use of the Master and prepared to do good work even at the expense of putting your reputation on the line
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
May 9, 2010  
 5. My Commitment to Worship and Spending Time with God Daily

Luke 18:1-8; 22:39-46
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  We have already established that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We have also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, death and burial and resurrection in this new covenant.  We have also discussed that to become a fully devoted disciple one has to first be born again by making a total commitment of one’s life to Christ. Secondly, one has to make a commitment to understand Church membership and his/her personal role in the body of Christ in this new covenant.  Also we have discussed “My commitment to Living an Authentic (Honest) Christian Life in the new covenant”.  Last Sunday we focused our discussion on “ “My Commitment to Worship and Serving According to Knowledge”.  Today, the focus will be on “My Commitment to Worship and Spending Time with God Daily”.
· Today is Mother’s Day 2010.  Who prays more often than a mother does? Prayer is the time we spend talking to God on a daily basis as we worship Him.  And so to become a fully devoted disciple of God we must make a commitment to worship and spending time with Him daily.  In fact, the Christian journey is a moment by moment walk with God.  As we spend time talking with Him, the more we shall know Him.  And the more we know Him, the more we shall love Him.  As our love for Him grows because of the time we spend with Him, our worship of Him intensifies.  This is because we learn to know that His love for us is infinite.  Since God is Love and Love is God, His love must be infinite and eternal.  At this realization we have nothing to lose as we respond to His love with our love. In fact, this is the essence of worship! Therefore to be effective in worship we must commit to a daily routine of spending both quality and quantity with God.  We must pray.  Even when the going gets tough – we must pray.  And when all is well – we must pray too.  God hears our prayers always because He is omnipresent.  Persistence in prayer is what will help us realize and enjoy the presence of God so as to know He is there to always hear us.  Mothers know how to be persistent in prayers and consistent in worship.  Or haven’t you ever observed a mother humming some songs when she is troubled or when she is happy?  That’s the mode of worship that launches her into the presence of God to make her petition.  No wonder the prayers of a mother never go in vain!

· Thus our text for today reads, “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  4"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' "6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"” (Luke 18:1-8).  “Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." 41He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.  45When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46"Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation” (Luke 22:39-46).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to Worship and Spending Time Daily with God you MUST:

· Importune in your prayers – pray persistently and consistently without ceasing! 

· Pray for justice and not with ulterior selfish motives

· Pray in faith 
· Have a place where you go to pray and spend time with Him all by yourself

· Pray fervently –for fervent prayers of a righteous man/woman avails much  

· Pray real hard – Jesus prayed more earnestly, and His sweat was like was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

· Forfeit some sleep sometimes so as to pray not to fall into temptation
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control to worship and spend time with Him then comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Associate Minister
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
May 16, 2010
6. My Commitment to Worship in giving Resources to God for Ministry   2 Corinthians 8:1-15

1. Story of Parent giving

   a. Paul wanted to encourage the Corinthians to give.


1. Poor Christians in Jerusalem.

   b. He used Macedonians as example


1.  Macedonians- Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea- Acts 16&17


2. Roman Government had taken over gold & silver mines


3. Romans taxed copper & iron industry


4. No longer could use trees to build ships – Macedonia

2. Grace Stewardship – Gods Riches At Christ Expense

   a. Vs1 All giving financial or otherwise is a response to Gods grace 

   
1. We love because he first loved us. 1 John 4:19

 b. Vs2 Grace Stewardship is an attitude – giving joyfully 

      
1. Free of ulterior motives

      
2. Going through affliction, tribulation, pressure in difficult times

      
3. Rock bottom, last penny, yet still generous in there giving.

C. Vs3 Grace Stewardship is according to our ability  


1. It is done willingly, no pressure, no manipulation


2.  It is done without request/coercion


3. It is sacrificial- Poor widow Mark 12:42-44,Luk 21:1-4

d. Vs4 Macedonians begged Paul to become a part of the giving

e. Vs5 Give self to Lord first and 2nd to each other


1.  We will not give grudgingly when we give ourselves


2.  Servants, 1 cor 6:19 not our own brought with a price


3.  They overflowed with generosity to give.


4.  What caused this grace to give?



1.  Removal of affliction, poverty, tribulation



2.  They loved the Lord and had joy

f. Vs6-8 Paul says what he expects of them

    
1.  Do well in giving as we do in other areas of life


2.  Our giving is evidence of our love – he did not command them

 g. Vs9 Self emptying of Christ(Gods Riches At Christ Expense)


1.  Took the form of a servant Phil 2:7


2.  He was rich but became poor, so we might have riches


3.  No earthly home, borrowed donkey, borrowed tomb


4.  He became like us so he might make us like him   


5.  Psal 16:11 In thy presence is fullness of joy

   h. Vs10-15 Paul asked Corin to be grace givers 


A. Macedonians even impoverished gave like they were rich


B. God concerned with attitude


C. Property like Manna- It will not bear hoarding



1. Exodus 16:18

   I. Jesus grace giving on earth made us rich in eternal life


A.  Jesus walked in the flesh with no sin


B.  He was crucified on a cross


C.  He rose with all power- So we trust him


1.  Don’t have to worry about bills not getting paid


2.  Don’t have to think about problems on the Job


3.  You don’t have to worry about love ones gone home.


4. Don’t have to worry about the children acting right


5. Don’t have to worry about Grandchildren being okay


6. Don’t have to worry bout church members, family members

 j. Gods grace is sufficient to supply all our needs

 
1.  Doors of the church are open- come to Jesus


2.  Stand as we sing a song


3.  You might ask “what must we do to be saved?”


4.  You might come by Christian experience or letter from another church

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from contending for the faith.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to contend for the faith.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
May 23, 2010  
 7. My Commitment to Use My Spiritual Gifts to Serve God 

Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:7-16
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  The focus will be on “My Commitment to Use My Spiritual Gifts to Serve God”.
· Within the new covenant are gift packages for those who enter it.  Each individual in the new covenant through Christ receives a gift package. Gifts are given so that they can be used.  It is foolish to receive a gift and never unwrap it because it will never be appropriated to it right use.  It is even worse, if your gift is unwrapped but never put to use.  And so to become a fully devoted disciple of God we must make a commitment to use your spiritual gifts to serve Him.  Knowing your gift and employing along side with other believers makes the Church more effective in serving God and presenting Him to our community.  The community is watching the Church to see if it is effective in representing God or not depending on how the members of the Church employ their giftedness to serve the community.  The Church is one body with many parts each of us performing his/her functions.  If this is done, the Church will be effective in the community.  If any member of the church fails in its functions, the whole church becomes ineffective in its community.

· Thus our text for today reads, “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully."” (Romans 12:4-8).  “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." 9(What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles (somebody who tries to persuade others to share an idea or cause or vision of the kingdom of God, especially the 12 that walk with Jesus while here on earth), some to be prophets (somebody who claims to interpret or transmit the commands of a deity), some to be evangelists (a Christian who tries to persuade other people to become Christian, especially at public gatherings or in broadcasts or on a one-on-one basis), and some to be pastors (a Christian minister or priest in charge of a congregation; also known as an Elder, Bishop or Shepherd) and teachers (somebody who teaches), 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:7-16).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to use your spiritual gifts to serve God you MUST:

· Know your gifts 

· Know the functions for the gifts in a Church

· Know the purpose of the gifts in the Church 

· Use your gifts appropriately

· Understand that love is the glue that make all the gifts in the Church to function in unity for the benefit of the church body
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control to use your spiritual gifts to serve Him then comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
May 30, 2010  
 8. My Commitment to Discover my Spiritual Gift(s) for Ministry

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  The focus will be on “My Commitment to Discover My Spiritual Gift(s) for Ministry”.
· Within the framework of the new covenant are spiritual gift packages for those who enter it through Christ. These spiritual gifts are given at spiritual birth so that they can be used for service within and outside the body of Christ.  It would then be gross foolish to receive your gift(s) and never care to unwrap (discover) such to appropriate them into right and proper use for ministering.  And so to become a fully devoted disciple of God you must make a commitment to discovering your spiritual gifts to serve Him and minister effectively in your community.  Ignorance concerning your spiritual gift(s) is dangerous and destructive in ministering.  Knowing your gift(s) and employing such along side other believers makes the Church more effective in serving God thereby representing Him and creating His awareness in our community.  The community is watching the Church to see if it is effective in representing God or not, depending on how the members of the Church employ their giftedness to serve the community.  The Church is one body with many parts each of us performing his/her functions.  If every Church member discover their gifts and minister appropriately with these gifts, the Church will be effective in reaching the community for Christ.  If any member of the church fails in its functions, the whole church becomes ineffective in its community.

· Thus our text for today reads, “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.  4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines” (1Corinthians 12:1-11).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to discover your spiritual gifts to serve God you MUST:

· Know your spirit gift(s) are given to you at your spiritual birth

· Know that only the Holy Spirit gives these spiritual gifts as he determines, chooses, or pleases. 

· Know your spiritual gift(s) may differ from another Christian’s but they are all given by the same Spirit for service or ministering

· Know the spiritual gifts are given not for personal gratification but for the common good 

· Use your gifts appropriately in love

· Discover your own gift(s) by:

· Studying the scriptures on spiritual gifts (Romans 12, 1Corinthians 12-14; Ephesians 4, etc)

· Praying to God to reveal them to you

· Trial and error

· Talking to more mature Christians about your potential spiritual gifts and what they have observed

· Using evaluation Gifts Inventory programs 
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having the desire and self control to discover your spiritual gifts to serve Him then comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit that gives these gifts to guide you.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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