Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CONFRONTING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST
March 7, 2010   Predicting Selfishness and Self-centeredness in the Last Times Jude 16-19 
· On last Sunday we preached on the subject of The Consequences of Self Indulgence as a continuation of our series on Confronting Contemporary Issues with the Gospel of Christ.  Today our focus is on “The Prediction of Selfishness and Self-centeredness in the Last Times”.
· Contemporary issues are issues affecting the Church today all arise from apostasy.  Apostasy is the renunciation of the faith, especially of a religious or political belief or allegiance.  With regards to Christianity, apostasy is the renunciation or denial of the Christian faith or the deviation from the Truth.  Thus we have a form of religion but deny the power therein.
· The contemporary issues that Jude dealt with are the same issues that the Church faces today.  This is because the Church has made a choice to walk according to the flesh rather than according to the Spirit and in so doing it has actually denied the Christian faith.  For to live according to the flesh is a choice to live in sin but to be led by the Spirit is a choice to live to please God so that His Church can continue to grow and thrive healthily in this wicked and crooked generation.

· Now, walking according to the flesh involves a whole lot of self indulgence.  Self indulgence is the sin of excessive or unrestrained gratification of one’s appetites, desires, or whims (these are passing impulses, void of self control, usually sudden thoughts, ideas, or desires, especially the ones based on impulses rather than reason or necessity).  As such self indulgence ultimately leads to apostasy.  The root cause of self indulgence is selfishness and/or self-centeredness.  The writers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had long predicted that selfishness and/or self-centeredness will prevail in the Last times. 
· It is imperative then for us at Mt Traveler to know that we now live in the end times where selfishness and self-centeredness abound otherwise we will be lured into the state of apostasy and ultimately perish.  How do we identify selfish and self-centered people?  Our text for today reads, “These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.  But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold.  They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires."  These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit” (Jude 16-19).  
· Here, Jude enumerates contemporary issues by defining selfish and self-centered individuals as:  
· V.16. These men are: 

· Grumblers and faultfinders; 
· they follow their own evil desires; 
· they boast about themselves and 
· flatter others for their own advantage 
· V.18. They are: 
· scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires 

·  V.19 These men the men: 
· who divide you, 
· who follow mere natural instincts and 
· do not have the Spirit
· Selfish and self-centered people are dangerous because they do not have the Spirit of God and as such do not have self control.  Without self control sin abound and people dwell in a state of apostasy.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause of contemporary issues plaguing the Church.  Selfish and self-centeredness is sin and this sin ultimately leads to the state of apostasy.  Sin is what prevents you from having the right relationship with God so as not to minister as a part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin called selfishness and/or self-centeredness that prevents you from becoming a bondservant of Christ.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to exercise self control and avoid selfishness and/or self-centeredness.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
PREACHED AT ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY, MT LOVELY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CAMP HILL, ALABAMA, Rev. Bernard Harris, Pastor

Theme: Why Church and Sunday School are Necessary (2 Timothy 2:15).
March 7, 2010
Developing Workers for Christian Services    
2 Timothy 2:1-19
1. Pray / Acknowledge
A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Introduction: 
· Jesus Christ mandated His followers to go into the world and make disciples of all nations. “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."” (Matthew 28:19-20).  He did not ask them to go and make converts because no human being has the power to convert another.  It is the Holy Spirit’s job to do the work of convincing, convicting and converting sinners to believers.  Then it is the work of believers to disciple converts into the Christian movement to grow unto Christian maturity.

· Christians are followers of Jesus Christ and they are also called believers. One way for the Church to mentor new believers to become disciples is through Sunday Church School.  This is because a disciple is a learner, and what a better place than the Church and Sunday school to learn to be like Jesus.

· Discipleship is a process of maturing those who are born again into the Christian movement.  This process of disciple-making is possible only through the help of the Holy Spirit and love for God and others.  

· Paul informs us in Ephesians 4 that believers are giving different gifts for discipleship to mature and build each other for service.  Listen carefully to what the text in Ephesians says: “It was he (God) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:11-16).   Discipleship is the equipping of those who have been converted and are now believers in the Lord Jesus so that they can mature and bear fruit.  The sad thing in the church today is that Christian converts are satisfied and content with just being born again and so refused to be discipled to Christian maturity to bear fruit for the Master. 

3.  2 Timothy 2:1-19

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.   8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

 11Here is a trustworthy saying: 

   If we died with him, we will also live with him; 

 12if we endure, we will also reign with him. 

   If we disown him, he will also disown us; 

 13if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.

 14Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you becoming a disciple.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to become a disciple.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Associate Minister
CONFRONTING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

March 14, 2010   A Call to Fervent Perseverance in the Christian Faith 
Jude 20-25 

1.
Pray / Acknowledgment

A.
God, Pastor/Preachers, Wife/Pastor Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Jude 1:20-25


20.  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

21.  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

22.  And of some have compassion, making a difference:

23.  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

24.  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25.  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

3.  Title: A Call to Fervent Perseverance in the Christian Faith

4.  Story: What type of perseverance Jesus had in the garden before his death


A.  Ask God take away this cup from me, not my will but your will


B.  He prayed earnestly and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood


C.  He was crucified and he carried the task to the end.

5.   Vs 20 - Build yourselves up in the most Holy faith


A. It is not enough to lay down one level of knowledge & understanding


B. We must continue to build upon it. Study and learn 


C. 2 Peter 3:18 grow in the grace & knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ

6.  Vs 20 – To build up yourselves: Suggest a personal responsibility


A. God, Family, & Brethren will be there to encourage you – you must accept personal responsibility and make the effort.

7.  Vs 20 – Most holy faith – Faith that was once delivered.

A.  Body of Doctrine in which our personal faith is to rest


B.  Body of Doctrine which has been revealed one time for all times


C.  Faith tells us what Lord has done & will do if we put our trust in him.

8.  Vs 20 – Pray in the Holy Spirit – What does that mean?


A. When we pray God speaks to us through the Holy Spirit


B.  Prayer is a source of comfort and a way to allow Gods peace to abide. Phil 4:6-7  


C.  We are in harmony with the holy spirit when we follow Gods word



1.  Gal 5:22 fruits of Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, and Faith.  False teachers do not have the Holy Spirit.

9.  Vs 21 – Keep yourselves in the love of God – Same as preserved in vs 1


A.  Remaining in Christ is affected by our willing cooperation with God


B.  1 Peter 1:5 Kept by the power of God through faith



1.  Remaining faithful to God and turning away from sin keeps us safe.


C.  Keeping ourselves in Gods love is done by keeping his commandments



1. Matth 28:18-20 Go & teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Don’t get into a life God does not want for you.

10.  Vs 21 – Look for the mercy of our Lord unto eternal life.


A.  Titus 2:11-13 glorious appearing of Jesus Christ – Anticipate his coming


B.  Rom 6:23 wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

11.  Vs 22-23  What we should do to save others in danger.


A.  Compassion is needed to move to action


B.  Matth 9:36 – Jesus had compassion on people – sheep without a shepherd



1.  Compassion is needed to handle those in danger.


C.  Need for fear to save



1.  Gal 6:1 restore in spirit of meekness considering thyself lest thy also be tempted.



2.  We don’t want to be caught up in the same error of wicked.



3.  Motivated to talk to those in danger of being lost about the judgment seat 2 Corinthians 5:10-11

12.  Vs 24-25 He ends with an expression of praise to God


A.  To him who is able to keep you from falling (stumbling) fall away completely


B.  Jude praises God – Glory, Majesty (greatness), Dominion & Power (strength)  

13.  Challenges in life


A.  Job, Relationships, Family Problems, Financial, Death of a Love one


B.  Health issues, Hurt by sin of others you know and love


C.  Nothing can separate us from the Love of God which is in Christ Jesus


D.  Nothing can take us out of Gods unchanging hand



1.  Grace and Mercy



2.  Died for our Sins as the ultimate sacrifice



3.  Died for you and me



4.  Crucified on the cross and rose up with all power



5.  Doors of the church are open / song selection


· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause of contemporary issues plaguing the Church.  Selfish and self-centeredness is sin and this sin ultimately leads to the state of apostasy.  Sin is what prevents you from having the right relationship with God so as not to minister as a part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin called selfishness and/or self-centeredness that prevents you from becoming a bondservant of Christ.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to exercise self control and avoid selfishness and/or self-centeredness.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
PREACHED AT CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, CORNESTONE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, OPELIKA, ALABAMA, Rev. James Brown, PhD; Pastor

Theme: Let Us Love and Exhort One Another (Hebrews 10:24-25).
March 14, 2010


Worship and Fellowship   

Hebrews 10:16-25
2. Pray / Acknowledge
A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Introduction: 
· To love and exhort one another entails that we learn to worship and fellowship together.  Worship is responding to God’s love and the way you express you heartfelt commitment to Him who first loved you and sacrificed His live for you.  Dr. Gary Chapman in his book: “The Five Love Languages” suggests that you have to understand and speak the same language of love with the one you love for love to continue to grow.  The five languages of love he suggested are Quality Time; Words of Affirmation; Gifts; Acts of Services; and Physical Touch.  
· Thus Christian worship involves praise, prayer, giving (tithes and offerings), responsive reading, Scriptural reading, Hymns and songs, testimonies, etc. – all that is included on the Church worship service bulletin.  And if you do not get involved in all these processes of worship in spirit and in truth during worship, you have just succeeded as a spectator of worship and not a worshipper of God. This is because God is always seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.  Such worship is not restricted by time and space but how you do it (in spirit and truth). And true enough, if worship is expressing your heartfelt love to God in response to His love to you, do you spend quality time with Him?  What of words of affirmation do you like saying to Him each day your wake up? Do you ever remember to say, “Lord I love you today more than yesterday because you are worthy of praise and deserve my love?”  Do you praise Him?  Do you take time to thank Him?  Do you offer Him gifts (in your tithes and offering)?  Do you use your giftedness and the SHAPE (spiritual gift, heart, ability, personality and experience) that God has bestowed on your for acts of service to Him and others? Finally, do you always reach out to touch God by reaching out and touching others? 
· Worship cannot take place effectively in a bad relationship.  Worship thrives excellently in a perfect love (agape) relationship.  In a perfect love relationship there would be perfect attitude and gratitude.  Be honest with yourself, can you truly worship the one that you don’t know?  Very unlikely!  You only worship the one that you know and love.  For the more you know Him, the move you love Him.  You get to know someone more intimately through good communication.

· Getting to know someone is fellowship.  Fellowship is simply defined by me as two fellows in a ship lost in an ocean.  For Christians this is simply fellows in the ship of the Lord stranded in this vast ocean of sinful world.   For such fellows much love and not hatred is a pre-requisite for survival.  For Christians, fellowship requires the love of God and love for each other for it to be genuine.  Recall Jesus said that it is through the love of each other that men or the world will know that Christians are His disciples!  Fellowship enhances getting to know fellow members of the Church as during and after worship, the Lord Supper, Family and Friends’ Day programs, Family Nights, Potlucks, Cookouts, Dinners, various church/association  banquets, recreational ministry, etc.  Fellowship and knowing each other builds trust in members of the local body of Christ to confide in each other.  Such trust goes a long way to infest the community to become receptive and responsive to the gospel of Jesus Christ and helps the church to build redemptive relationships with the unsaved members of the community.
· Let me ask you this pertinent question: How much do you love your fellow Christian Brothers and/or Sisters? If you really love them you will spend quality time with them; give them words of affirmation concerning your love for them; give them gifts as proof of your love; deliver various acts of services to them; and of course give them brotherly and sisterly hugs to assure them of your Christian love.  But what do we do today in our local churches?  We hardly talk to each other instead we love to talk about each other to others people that may not even be Christians.  We rarely take time to know each other but work on assumptions which are always dangerous as the cause divisions and break fellowship.  I tell you the truth, the more you know someone the more you would admire and love them, especially if they have truly been born again and are living right for the Lord.  And the more you love each other as brothers and sisters in the Lord, the more the world will know that both of you know God and love Him.  Otherwise each time you see each other anger, hatred, jealousy, envy and the entire bad attitudes will dominate your responses to each other.

· Fellowship is getting to know each other in Christ and it requires time because it is not an event but a process.  It involves spending quality time with each other and all the other languages as we respond differently to each of these. In fact, fellowship entails getting to know Christ and God the Father.  For if you do not know Jesus Christ and God the Father, you cannot truly fellowship with other Christians because Christian fellowship always has Jesus Christ and God the Father in it as through the help of the Holy Spirit we enter a covenant to fellowship with each other.

3.  Hebrews 10:16-25
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 

 16"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. 

   I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds."  17Then he adds: 

   "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more."  18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching
· It is sin that prevents us from true worship and fellowship.  Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to known the essence of worship and fellowship and participate actively.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

March 21, 2010  
 The Significance of Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice

Hebrews 10:1-25 
· Today we begin another sermon series entitled THE NEW COVENANT.  As we approach another Easter season, it is appropriate to focus on the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ.  The first of this sermon will be the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.
· A covenant is a mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons to do or not to do something.  In fact, it can be looked at as a contract or bargain.  Theologically, it is the promise of God to man, usually with associated condition(s) to be fulfilled by man.

· So, what is the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ?  And what is the significance of Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice in this new covenant?  You see, the old covenant was made with the Jews as a chosen people of God through the law and was sealed by circumcision of all males of these chosen people.  And if man did sin by breaking the covenant a sacrifice of unblemished animals were made.  The choice of the animal depended on the wealth and social status of the individual.  The animal sacrifices were done yearly because they could not take away sin.  The new covenant is made with all humanity that whosoever believes in Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb of God, such a one would be forgiven, have eternal life and his/her sin remembered no more.  No matter your sin, it would be forgiven because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that He offered Himself once for all, that whosoever repents and accept His sacrifice such a one will not perish but have eternal life.  Thus this new covenant is made through repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ the sacrifice and it is sealed by love and the Holy Spirit. 

· Thus our text chosen for today reads, " The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, 4because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.  7Then I said, 'Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, O God.' “8First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required them to be made). 9Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. 13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, 14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.   15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord.  I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds." 17Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." 18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.   26If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." 31It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrew 10:1-31).
· The significance of Jesus’ sacrifice is that

· It authenticated He is the Son of God, the Sacrificial Lamb of God

· His holy sacrifice paid the price of Sin

· Mankind is forgiven through this sacrifice

· It establishes the new covenant of love

· His once and for all sacrifice  reconciles man to God in the New Covenant established on love and sealed by Holy Spirit 

· It provides confidence to enter the Most Holy Place, where worship takes place

· It provides eternal life when you confess and repent and accept this sacrifice
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming of God’s Kingdom and have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to be save you from your sins, you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?  

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

March 28, 2010  
 The Significance of Jesus Death and Burial:

Matthew 27:45-61 
· Today we continue with our mini sermon series entitled THE NEW COVENANT.  As we approach another Easter season, it is appropriate to focus on the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ.  We established on last Sunday that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.  This sacrifice was driven by love.  Those who respond to this love truly love God in return (worship) and love others (fellowship).  Thus the new covenant is all about worship and fellowship in spirit and in truth. The focus of our discussion today is on the significant of Jesus death and burial in this new covenant.
· Recall from last week we said a covenant is a mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons to do or not to do something.  In fact, it can be looked at as a contract or bargain.  Theologically, it is the promise of God to man, usually with associated condition(s) to be fulfilled by man.

· So, what is the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ?  And what is the significance of Jesus death and burial in this new covenant?  You see, the old covenant was made with the Jews as a chosen people of God through the law and was sealed by circumcision of all males of these chosen people.  And if man did sin by breaking the covenant a sacrifice of unblemished animals were made.  The choice of the animal depended on the wealth and social status of the individual.  The animal sacrifices were done yearly because they could not take away sin.  The new covenant is made with all humanity that whosoever believes in Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb of God, such a one would be forgiven, have eternal life and his/her sin remembered no more.  No matter your sin, it would be forgiven because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that He offered Himself once for all, that whosoever repents and accept His sacrifice such a one will not perish but have eternal life.  Thus this new covenant is made through repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ the sacrifice and it is sealed by love and the Holy Spirit.  Also, the Jesus’ sacrifice gives us confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.  In the Most Holy Place is we worship God in spirit and in truth. 

· The significance of Jesus’ death and burial is that miracles occurred and prophecies were fulfilled to authenticate that Jesus Christ is the sacrificial Lamb of God, the Son of God and the Messiah.  Some prophecies fulfilled by Jesus’ death and burial as recorded in John 19: 31-34 include: 

· He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken (Psalm 34:20) –His death

· They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son (Zechariah 12:10b) – His death

· He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death (Isaiah 53:9a)- His burial

· Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12:40) – His burial
· Thus our text chosen for today reads, “45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"—which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"[Psalm 22:1].   47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah."   48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him." 50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!" Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.  57As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.  62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63"Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' 64So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first."  65"Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." 66So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard” (Matthew 27:45-66).
· The significance of Jesus’ death and burial is that

· Prophecies were fulfilled to authenticate He is the Son of God

· The miracles that occurred caused eye witnesses that He was truly the Son of God

· His once and for all sacrifice  reconciles man to God in the New Covenant established on love and sealed by Holy Spirit
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming of God’s Kingdom and have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to be save you from your sins, you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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