Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
June 6, 2010  
 9. My Commitment to Mentor at Least One Person within My Ministry to be a Leader

2 Timothy 2:1-7
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  The focus will be on “My Commitment to Mentor at Least One Person within My Ministry to be a Leader”.
· The new covenant that we have in Christ requires that we use our spiritual gift packages to mentor to at least one person within our ministry so that they can become a leader too. These spiritual gifts, given to you at your spiritual birth enables you to use your SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts, Hearts, Abilities, Personalities, and Experiences) to mentor others that have similar spiritual gift packages with you so that they can become leaders also and do ministry employing their spiritual giftedness.  The process of mentoring involves finding faithful men and women to commit the work of ministry to them so that the in turn can find other faithful persons to do the same.  If we follow this procedure then we as Christians will be faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful in serving Him who has enable us to enter into this new covenant with one another in Christ.  Always remember that the Holy Spirit who gives us these spiritual gift packages as He chooses is the enabling power for us to do ministry.  If every Church member discover their spiritual gifts and minister appropriately with these gifts by mentoring others to do the same, the Church will be effective in reaching its community for Christ.  However, if any member of the church fails in its functions, the whole church becomes ineffective in the community.
· Thus our text for today reads, “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this” (2 Timothy 2:1-7).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to Mentor at Least One Person within My Ministry to become a leader in ministering you  MUST:
· Know your spirit gift(s) are given to you at your spiritual birth to enable you to minister to others and mentor faithful (reliable) men and women who will in turn do the same.
· Know that you are a son/daughter of someone in the ministry and it is intended that you become a father/mother to someone also as you mentor them using your spiritual giftedness. 

· Always remember that as a good soldier of Christ Jesus you will have to endure some hardship (mentoring or nurturing another individual is not easy).  
· Know WHO your employer is and do what pleases your commanding officer (Jesus Christ). 

· Remember the ultimate goal is to wear a crown at the end of your pilgrim’s journey by following the rules like an athlete who competes according to the rules to get a medal or a hardworking farmer who is first to receive a share of the crops.
· Always reflect on what I am saying to you so that the Lord will give you insight to the fact that all that is require of you is to be a good and faithful servant in ministry and you will receive at least one crown at the end of your pilgrim’s journey. 
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having the desire and self control to mentor others using your spiritual gifts as you serve Him then comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit that gives the gifts to enable you.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
PREACHED AT 36th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, CHURCH OF GOD BY FAITH, AUBURN, ALABAMA, Elder J. C. Smith; Pastor

Theme: A Praying Church (Acts 12:5-16)

June 6, 2010


The Power of Worship and Prayer   

Acts 12:5-16
1. Pray / Acknowledge
God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Introduction: 
· To a praying church entails that we learn to worship and pray together in spirit and in truth.  Worship is responding to God’s love and the way you express you heartfelt commitment to Him who first loved you and sacrificed His live for you.  Dr. Gary Chapman in his book: “The Five Love Languages” suggests that you have to understand and speak the same language of love with the one you love for love to continue to grow.  The five languages of love he suggested are Quality Time; Words of Affirmation; Gifts; Acts of Services; and Physical Touch.  Prayer engages you in spending quality and quantity time with God as you become intimate with Him and draw power from Him for every life circumstances, conditions and situations.

· I must therefore commend your anniversary planning committee.   It is your 36th Church anniversary, and I am glad you have chosen this perfect theme for this occasion – “A Praying Church”.  This is because it is good to know that the Church is built on the power of prayers.  We must understand there is the power of prayer and there is also the prayer of power.  I hope you know the difference.  A praying Church has power because it knows the power of prayers as well as the prayer of power.  It was the preacher and author, Samuel Dickey Gordon who lived between 1859-1936 that said, “Prayer wonderfully clears the vision; steadies the nerves; defines duty; stiffens the purpose; sweetens and strengthens the spirit”.  Thus prayer is the main key in building a strong relationship with God!

· The scriptures rightly state that without a vision my people perish and for lack of knowledge they are destroyed.  Prayers wonderfully clear the vision.  When your vision is clear concerning any matter you will concord with the Psalmist saying no matter what, “I will trust in the Lord and not be afraid; and when I am afraid, I will trust in the Lord!”  Fear corrodes and erodes your confidence in God, and deprives you of the blessings of the Lord.  Whenever you are afraid, you become nervous but I have good news for you – it is prayer that calms and steadies the nerves (not any stimulant such as drugs, or alcohol or coffee, or nicotine or caffeine).

· The importunity in prayer is what cause one to become focus and purposeful in life.  Jesus in Luke 18 told the parable of the importune woman to teach us that we ought always to pray!  When you pray purposeful with focus, you get results because it is prayer that stiffens or strengthens the purpose.  James would suggest to us that the effective fervent prayer of the righteous avails much.   Finally, you have to understand with the preacher S. D. Gordon that prayer is truly refreshing as it sweetens and strengthens the spirit.  Your spirit is revived each time your prayers are answered.  So pray specifically so that you will know when your prayers are answered that your spirit of prayer will be revived and not quenched.  

· Therefore a Church that prays knows the power of prayer as well as the prayer of power.  The early Church knew this and so it always resort to prayer to overcome the opposition towards it.

· Thus our text for the day reads,

3.  Acts 12:5-19
· 5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  6The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.   8Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. 9Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10They passed the first and second guards and came to the Iron Gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.  11Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating."  12When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!"  15"You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel."  16But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place.   18In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.

· As we conclude this 36th Church Anniversary celebration and worship experience allow me to suggest to you that it is sin that prevents us from true worship and prayer.  Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to known the essence of worship and prayer in the life of the Church.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Associate Minister
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
June 13, 2010
10. My commitment to training at least one child in the community to become a better citizen   Proverbs 22:1-6

1. 1.
Pray / Acknowledgment

A.
God, Moderator, Pastor/Preachers, Wife/Pastor Wives, Church Family

2.  Proverbs 22:1-6


1.  A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.

2.  The rich and poor meet together: the Lord is the maker of them all. 

3.  A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

4.  By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor, and life.

5.  Thorns and snares are in the way of the forward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them.

6.  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

3.  Title: My commitment to training at least one child in the community to become a better citizen

4.  Story:  – Who is Nate Robinson?


A.  Even though you are small you can accomplish big things


B.  God always favored the underdog to show his power.


C.  What type of training did he receive as a child?


D.  How do we apply our Christian training in the community? 

5. We must apply what we have been trained in Gods word


A. What must we overcome to apply our training?

1.  Fears in the community with young people 

2.  Feelings of being powerless to train/teach 

3.  How to remain focus

6.  What fears do we have reaching children in the community?


A.  Lack of respect, crime, violence 

B.  Some of us fear to teach/train because we never been a parent


1.  How can I tell someone what to do


2.  Not all of us have been parents, but all have been children

C. 1 Samuel 3:13 – Eli did not restrain his sons (Hophni & Phinehas)

D.  Judges 2:10 – And there arose another generation after them, which knew not 



the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.

E.  Psalm 127:4 – As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of 



the youth.

1.
We do not have to fear when we train for good.  Children will be an 

Extension of our lives doing what we could never do when we are up in age.

7.  How do we deal with feelings of being powerless in the community?


A.  Meditate on Gods word & pray earnestly



1.  Luke 22:44 – Jesus prayed earnestly.  Sweat like drops of blood



2.  Acts 12:5 – Church earnestly prayed to God – Peter in prison



3.  The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much


B.  Prayer will avail you the power you need & help you move forward



1.  Knowledge is power in Gods word

C.  Knowledge of Gods word will help us stay the course to train



1.  Proverbs 1:7 – The fear of the lord is the beginning of knowledge but 




Fools despise wisdom and instruction



2.  Ecclesiastes 9:10 – Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 




Might for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge nor wisdom 




In the grave whither thou goest.

8.  How do we focus on training a child in the community?


A.  No child should be left to develop by chance 



1.  Anything left to chance runs down.



2.  Must be trainers and trainees all our life



3.  Teaching is a minor part of training – children are by nature 




Imitators rather than listeners only



4.  Be an example, encourager, & restrainer


B.  Exercise our faith by doing right in Gods eye sight



1.  Hide our children from evil in society



2.  Hebrews 11:23 – By faith Moses when he was born was hid three 




Months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child &




They were not afraid of the kings commandment - God fearing

3.
God urges us not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds Romans 12:1-2


C.  Exposing the child to hard work for later years



1. Proverbs 6:6-8 - Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways & be




Wise: which having no guide, overseer or ruler, provideth her meat 




In the summer & gathereth her food in the harvest



2. On this scholarship day you are preparing for the future


D.  Let our speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt Colosians 4:6



1.  You can do anything you put your mind to within Gods perfect will.



2.  We not home yet story  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from contending for the faith.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to contend for the faith.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
June 20, 2010  
 11. My Commitment to Build a Relationship with the Unchurched

Luke 15:11-32
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  The focus will be on “My Commitment to Build a Relationship with the Unchurched”.
· The new covenant that we have in Christ requires that we get involved in building strong godly relationship with the unchurched. This is the only way we can reach them for Christ.  The formation of a godly relationship requires a strong committed on the part of the believer.  Such strong committed is usually guided by love, the key ingredient in the new covenant we have with Christ.  The relationship that we form with the unchurched must demonstrate the love of God which is sacrificial and does not desire that any should perish.  The unchurched also include immediate family members that are unsaved or have strayed away from the Church.  Sometimes it is our children that are unchurched because they have become wayward. We must make a commitment to build a godly relationship with them. 

· Today is Father’s Day! From the bottom of my heart, I do wish all the fathers and fathers-to-be in this Church family on this Father’s Day, June 20, 2010 a Happy and memorable Father’s Day.  Remember fatherhood is a great privilege and opportunity with much expected responsibilities.  I admonish you to be a father to your child or children.  Love them and train them in the way they should go such that when they are old they will not depart from it.  Lead them by example for fathers are God appointed leaders in every home.  You are leaders not bosses!  Become mentors using your spiritual gifts to impart to your children to be faithful men and women who will in turn do the same for their children!! Research has shown that children with good, loving fathers do better overall in academics and careers, are more socially and emotionally adjusted, and are less likely to be involved in criminal activities. One of the most important things fathers can provide their children is validation, a feeling of worth and of being cared for.  The text of today exemplifies a commitment to build godly relationships with the unchurched, especially your children that are unchurched!

· Thus our text for today reads, “Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.  12The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  13"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  17"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20So he got up and went to his father.  "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.  25"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.'  28"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'  31" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'” (Luke 15:11-32).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to Building a Relationship with the Unchurched as you become a fully devoted disciple, you  MUST:

· Know that it is the only way to build redemptive relationship.

· Know God personally and be humble

· Love the unchurched sacrificially for God is love 

· Know that forgiveness is what builds strong relationship with the unchurched

· Explain to the unchurched what forgiveness is all about and sincerely forgive others as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you

· Know that genuine forgiveness brings total healing to the hurts and wounds of broken relationships 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Also, sin will always make you lose the sense of good judgment.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having the desire and self control to mentor others using your spiritual gifts as you serve Him then comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit that gives the gifts to enable you.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
June 27, 2010  
 12. My Commitment to Sharing My Story (Testimony) with Others to Win Them to Christ

John 4:39-42
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  The focus will be on “My Commitment to Sharing My Story (Testimony) with Others to Win Them to Christ”.
· The new covenant that we have in Christ requires that every believer share their own story or testimony with others so as to build godly and redemptive relationship with others, especially the unchurched. Testimonies help build your trust and faith in the Lord.  Your testimony is sharing with the world how He has set you free from sin and saved you from the power of Satan, sin and death.  Because of the New Covenant we have in Christ through love, we have our own stories of His love to share with the rest of the world.  Our stories are unique and by the blood of the lamb combined with these stories (testimonies) the scriptures states that we have overcome the world.  In sharing these stories we form redemptive relationships with the Unchurched as we also demonstrate the love of God through our lives and stories.  Whoever is saved and has a personal relationship with Jesus has a unique story to share about that relationship.  That is your testimony and you must make a commitment to share it with others.  This is because no one who has known Jesus Christ personally ever remains the same.  The story of change in your personal life towards fulfilling God’s purpose is your unique story.  And you must commit to sharing this testimony because it is powerful in causing others to change by forming personal relationships with Jesus too.  The woman at the well had a personal encounter with Jesus that changed her life.  She committed to sharing her testimony with others and they too became into personal relationship with Jesus. 

· Thus our text for today reads, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers. 

·  42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” (John 4:39-42).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to sharing your Story (Testimony) with Others to Win Them to Christ, you  MUST:

· Know that purpose is to build redemptive relationship and not for boasting

· Know God personally and to be able to share your own story of the personal relationship

· Love the others , especially the Unchurched sacrificially to share your testimony with the desire for them to be saved 

· Know that Jesus knows everything about you so might as well tell your testimony of what He did for you

· Tell your testimony truthfully concerning what Christ has done for you otherwise you will be “testi-lying”.

· Know that when your testimony is genuine others will be saved through it relationships 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Also, sin will always cause you not to have a good testimony.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, you will build a great testimony and commit to sharing it with others to win them to Christ.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom to have eternal and build a great testimony.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador as your share your testimony with others so as to win over into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

PAGE  
10

