Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CONFRONTING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST
February 7, 2010

Understanding the Christian Call   

Jude 1-2
· This is Black History Month.  As a people we must understand our calling otherwise contemporary issues will overtake us and we deny our faith.  The black man has always been a man of faith; otherwise we would have not survived the diabolical slavery that took place in this country.  So, as we begin another sermon series on Confronting Contemporary Issues with the Gospel of Christ, we hope that God would increase your knowledge on this subject.  We also hope that God will grant you the will power and desire to be a doer and not just a hearer of His word.

· Let me say up front that understanding the Christian call is a defining moment in one’s life.  This defining moment is precisely the moment when you woke up and was ready to be changed, and transformed, in order to become all that you were meant to be.  It is the moment that suddenly everything comes into focus, and you recognize exactly who we are, why you are here, and to Whom you belong.  Even after coming to this realization and answering the Christian call, we still face contemporary issues that make us deny the Christian Call.

· Contemporary issues are current issues plaguing and affecting us as Christians.  Contemporary issues all arise from apostasy.  Apostasy is the renunciation of the faith, especially the renunciation of a religious or political belief or allegiance.  With regards to Christianity, apostasy is the renunciation or denial of the Christian faith or the deviation from the Truth.  In essence, the contemporary issues plaguing and affecting the Church today are a result of the Church denying the Christian faith.
· The questions for us to answer then are why do we deny the Christian faith and how do we confront these contemporary issues with the gospel of Christ? As such in this series we will attempt to answer three questions in regards to Confronting Contemporary Issues with The Gospel of Christ:

· What are some of the contemporary issues plaguing the church?

· What is the root cause(s) of these issues?

· How do we confront these contemporary issues with the Gospel of Christ? 

· In this generation, the church is plagued by several contemporary issues that have cause failure in its growth to achieve its status in the community.  There are so many contemporary issues that the church is dealing with today but we shall limit ourselves to those mentioned in the Book of Jude.  All these contemporary issues plaguing the Church stem from apostasy due to the ignorance and the mindset of the Church members.  If members set their minds on the flesh and carnal things, then these issues will be magnified and at the same time dominate the affairs of the Church.  However, if members set their minds on spiritual things and allow themselves to be led by the Holy Spirit according to the Gospel of Christ, then these issues would be minimized and/or eliminated from influencing the Church.

·   Now we have to understand that the contemporary issues that Jude dealt with are the same issues that we face in the Church today.  Actually these issues are perpetuating because we (members of the Church) have made a choice to walk according to the flesh rather than according to the Spirit.  When this occurs, we have actually denied the Christian faith.  For to live according to the flesh is a choice to live in sin but to be led by the Spirit is a choice to live to please God so that His Church can continue to grow and thrive healthily in this wicked and crooked generation.

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that it is imperative for us at Mt Traveler to understand the Christian call otherwise we may find ourselves in a state of apostasy.  Thus our text for today reads, “Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:  Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you” (Jude 1-2).  Here, Jude enumerated contemporary issues plaguing the Church today.  Jude also ensures that we understand that the root cause of these contemporary issues is minds set on the things of the flesh.  Thus what Jude is saying in our text is that there is a lack of adequate mercy, peace and love in the Church.  This is because Ego (the flesh) is a prevalent issue with Church members starting right from the pulpit with us pastors and ministers who are the shepherds of the flock of Christ.  Throughout the scriptures men of God (prophets, apostles, ministers, evangelists, etc) have always been introduced or did introduce themselves as servants or bondservants of Christ or servants of the Most High God.  But today we love titles and love to be introduced with accolades such as Dr., Rev. and the highly esteemed pastor or president of the…, the Chairman of the …, the Director of the …, etc.  Why are we so much into titles?  It is because we are into self, Ego and titles due to our mindsets.  We think that is what makes us who we are.  Whereas what really makes you who you are as Christians is Christ.  Therefore it is important to understand the Christian Call.
· Jude makes us understand that we are called to be bondservants of Christ.  You are called into ministry to minister.  You are called to serve others and not to wait for others to serve you.  Your attitude and mindset determines how you serve and you altitude in serving God and His people.  Thus Jude introduced himself as a bondservant of Jesus and a brother.  He then went on to clarify the call into the Christian faith.  He says his letter is to those who are called, sanctified by God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ.  It is God who calls you and sanctifies or sets you apart for services.  So God has called you to be a servant.  And you ought to always pray that God makes you a servant that is humble and meek.  When you do this then your calling will be preserved in Jesus who was humble and meek.
· Jude concludes our text for the day with a prayer which ought to be prayer for each of us.  He prayed, “Mercy, peace and love be multiplied to you”.  Why?  This is because minds set on the flesh have no mercy, no peace and no love.  Whereas minds set on the Spirit are full of mercy, peace and love.  And without mercy, peace and love it is impossible to be a servant.  Therefore your Christian Call is a call to be a bond servant of Jesus Christ full of mercy, peace and love. 
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is the root cause of contemporary issues plaguing the Church.  Sin is what prevents you from understanding the Christian call to have the right relationship with God and minister as a part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God becomes quite natural to you.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from becoming a bondservant of Christ.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to be a bondservant for Christ to minister with mercy, peace and love.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Contending for the Faith   

Jude 3-4
1. Pray / Acknowledgment

A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.  Jude 1:3-4

V3.  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 
V4.  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into Lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  Title: Contending for the Faith

4.  Story: Young girl at 15 hit in the head with a weight (Harriet Tubman)


A.  Freed around 300 slaves in the Underground rail road


B.  When back and freed family


C.  She was called Black Moses – quote (I can’t die but once!)

5. Writer shows them 2 things that will help us as a church


A. The need to contend earnestly for the faith


B.  The how to contend earnestly for the faith

6.  The need to contend.


A. Vs 3 – Was going to write about common salvation 


B. Vs 4 – Certain men crept in unawares



1.  2 Peter 2:1 – False teachers coming



2.  Galatians 1:6-10 Paul addressing there is no other Gospel



3.  Deut 13:1-11 People who lure others away from true worship


C. When people suggest that Gods revelation is incomplete- need to contend



1. Some things need to be added or taken away – need to contend  



2.  2Tim 3:16-17 All scripture given by inspiration of God & is profitable for doctrine for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.  That the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto all good works!


D.  Some people will change what the doctrine says about grace



1.  Turned grace into lasciviousness




A.  Let us sin grace will abound




B.  Condone things that is openly shameful/wrong


E.  Some folk will deny Gods authority



1.  Coming out of text that is not the word of God 

7.  How to contend earnestly for the faith

A.  Use the weapons at our disposal Eph 6:13-18



1. Girded with the truth – Belt fasten true integrity & sincerity



2. Breastplate of righteousness – holy character, moral conduct, obedience to truth.



3.  Feet shod with gospel of peace – firm footing, sure steps for protection



4.  Shield of faith –faith puts God between you and the enemy



5.  Helmet of Salvation – protects the head against false teachings & gives confidence and boldness in conflict.



6. Sword of the spirit – Gods word



7. Watching with all prayer

8.  We must contend for the faith because faith tells me that 


1. In the beginning God created the heavens and earth


2.  Daniel did not get eaten in the Lions Den – Job, accidents, class


3.  3 Hebrew boys in the furnace


4.  Made bread fall from heaven


5.  Parted the Red sea


6.  God took on Flesh as Jesus, died, resurrected with all power, left holy spirit


7.  Faith tell me to preach the Gospel – death, burial, & resurrection of Christ


8.  Faith - whoever believes and trust and hope in him will be saved.

9.  Thank God for the greatest gift ever in Christ Jesus



1.  Grace and Mercy



2.  Died for our Sins as the ultimate sacrifice



3.  Died for you and me



4.  Crucified on the cross and rose up with all power



5.  Doors of the church are open / song selection




1.  Need a church home, come home




2.  Fallen away – come home




3.  Repent and be baptized in name of Christ 

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from contending for the faith.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to contend for the faith.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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The Dangers of Self Indulgence   

Jude 5-11
· This is Black History Month.  As a people we must understand our calling otherwise contemporary issues will overtake us and we deny our faith.  The black man has always been a man of faith; otherwise we would have not survived the diabolical slavery that took place in this country.  On last Sunday Rev. Johns preached on the subject of Contending for the Faith as a continuation of our series on Confronting Contemporary Issues with the Gospel of Christ.  Today we continue this series with the sub-topic “The Dangers of Self Indulgence”.

· Let me say up front that understanding the Christian call is a defining moment in one’s life.  This defining moment is precisely the moment when you woke up and was ready to be changed, and transformed, in order to become all that you were meant to be.  It is the moment that suddenly everything comes into focus, and you recognize exactly who you are, why you are here, and Whose you are or to Whom you belong.  Even after coming to this realization and answering the Christian call, we still face contemporary issues that make us settle in the state of apostasy.

· Contemporary issues are issues plaguing and affecting the Church today; and they all arise from apostasy.  Apostasy is the renunciation of the faith, especially the renunciation of a religious or political belief or allegiance.  With regards to Christianity, apostasy is the renunciation or denial of the Christian faith or the deviation from the Truth.  In essence, the contemporary issues plaguing and affecting the Church today are a result of the Church denying the Christian faith.  We have a form of religion but deny the power therein.

· The key questions for us to answer in this series are why do we deny the Christian faith and how do we confront these contemporary issues with the gospel of Christ? Also, we will attempt to answer the other three questions in regards to Confronting Contemporary Issues with The Gospel of Christ:

· What are some of the contemporary issues plaguing the church?

· What is the root cause(s) of these issues?

· How do we confront these contemporary issues with the Gospel of Christ? 

· In this generation, the church is plagued by several contemporary issues that have cause failure in its growth to achieve its status in the community.  There are so many contemporary issues that the church is dealing with today but we shall limit ourselves to those mentioned in the Book of Jude.  All these stem from apostasy due to the ignorance and the mindset of the Church members.  If members set their minds on the flesh and carnal things, then these issues will be magnified and at the same time dominate the affairs of the Church.  However, if members set their minds on spiritual things and allow themselves to be led by the Holy Spirit according to the Gospel of Christ, then these issues would be minimized and/or eliminated from influencing the Church.

·  Now we have to understand that the contemporary issues that Jude dealt with are the same issues that we face in the Church today.  Actually these issues are perpetuating because we (members of the Church) have made a choice to walk according to the flesh rather than according to the Spirit.  When this occurs, we have actually denied the Christian faith in essence.  For to live according to the flesh is a choice to live in sin but to be led by the Spirit is a choice to live to please God so that His Church can continue to grow and thrive healthily in this wicked and crooked generation.

· Let me suggest to you that walking according to the flesh involves a whole lot of self indulgence.  Self indulgence is the sin of excessive or unrestrained gratification of one’s appetites, desires, or whims (these are passing impulses, void of self control, usually sudden thoughts, ideas, or desires, especially the ones based on impulses rather than reason or necessity).  As such self indulgence ultimately leads to apostasy which is very dangerous. It is dangerous because the tendency is to take God’s grace, mercy and love for granted.  But shall we continue in sin that God’s grace may abound?  God forbid!

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that it is imperative for us at Mt Traveler to always remember the Dangers of Self Indulgence otherwise we will ultimately settle in the state of apostasy.  Thus our text for today reads, “Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe.  And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.  In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority and slander celestial beings.  But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"  Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very things that destroy them.  Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion.” (Jude 5-11).  
· Here, Jude enumerates and warns of the contemporary issues plaguing the Church today that are as a result of self indulgence.  Jude also ensures that we understand that there are dangers for self indulgence.  He also gives us examples of those involved in self indulgence and the consequences.  

· V.6 Talks about the people the Lord delivered from Egypt, but destroyed some later because they did not believe.  Also, mentioned are angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their home consequently they are kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.

· V. 7 Mentions the issue of sexual immorality and perversion in the Church.  Gay (Homosexuality and lesbianism) and alternative life-styles are prevalent issues in the church today.  What about adultery and fornication?  My understanding is some pastors and many church members don’t have the slightest self-control and are involved in sexual immorality and perversion (some refusing to marry but have “significant others”).  Some pastors have actually impregnated young Christian girls and cover the truth by taking scripture out of context to justify their actions saying that God asked us to go and be fruitful, multiply and subdue the earth. But we forget that God’s wrath is upon those who practice sexual immorality and perversion.

· V. 8 Mentions the following issues:

· Pollution of the flesh which we claim Christ has redeemed

· Rejection of authority

· Speaking evil of dignitaries

· Vs 9-10 Discuss the issue of fooling around with the devil, and speaking abusively and ignorantly thereby becoming corrupt; not realizing that only the Lord has the power and authority to rebuke the devil.

· V.11 The issues are:

· The Way of Cain – (envy, jealousy and murder)

· Balaam’s error – Greed that always leads to disobeying God

· Korah’s problem – Rebellion against God and those He appoints to lead His people.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause of contemporary issues plaguing the Church.  Self indulgence is sin and this sin ultimately leads to the state of apostasy.  Sin is what prevents you from having the right relationship with God so as not to minister as a part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin called self indulgence that prevents you from becoming a bondservant of Christ.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to exercise self control and avoid self indulgence.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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The Consequences of Self Indulgence   

Jude 12-15
· This is Black History Month.  As a people we must understand our calling otherwise contemporary issues will overtake us and we deny our faith.  The black man has always been a man of faith; otherwise we would have not survived the diabolical slavery that took place in this country.  On last Sunday we preached on the subject of The Dangers of Self Indulgence as a continuation of our series on Confronting Contemporary Issues with the Gospel of Christ.  Today our focus is on “Consequences of Self Indulgence”.

· Contemporary issues are issues affecting the Church today all arise from apostasy.  Apostasy is the renunciation of the faith, especially the renunciation of a religious or political belief or allegiance.  With regards to Christianity, apostasy is the renunciation or denial of the Christian faith or the deviation from the Truth.  In essence, the contemporary issues affecting the Church today are a result of the Church denying the Christian faith.  We have a form of religion but deny the power therein.

· The contemporary issues that Jude dealt with are the same issues that we face in the Church today.  This is because the Church has made a choice to walk according to the flesh rather than according to the Spirit and in so doing it has actually denied the Christian faith.  For to live according to the flesh is a choice to live in sin but to be led by the Spirit is a choice to live to please God so that His Church can continue to grow and thrive healthily in this wicked and crooked generation.

· Now, walking according to the flesh involves a whole lot of self indulgence.  Self indulgence is the sin of excessive or unrestrained gratification of one’s appetites, desires, or whims (these are passing impulses, void of self control, usually sudden thoughts, ideas, or desires, especially the ones based on impulses rather than reason or necessity).  As such self indulgence ultimately leads to apostasy which is not only very dangerous but has consequences. 

· It is imperative then for us at Mt Traveler to know the consequences of Self Indulgence otherwise we will ultimately perish.  Thus our text for today reads, “These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.  Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (Jude 12-15).  

· Here, Jude enumerates and warns of the consequences of self indulgence.  Jude also ensures that we understand these consequences and how they are manifested.  For example, these consequences include:  

· V.12. Manifestation of Self indulgence in ministers: These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. 
· They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; 
· Autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 
· V.13. They are: 
· Wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; 
· Wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 

·  Vs.14-15 Fulfillment of prophesy of Judgment: Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: 
· "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause of contemporary issues plaguing the Church.  Self indulgence is sin and this sin ultimately leads to the state of apostasy.  Sin is what prevents you from having the right relationship with God so as not to minister as a part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin called self indulgence that prevents you from becoming a bondservant of Christ.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to exercise self control and avoid self indulgence.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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