Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
April 4, 2010  
 The Significance of Jesus Resurrection

Romans 6:1-14
· Today we continue with our mini sermon series entitled THE NEW COVENANT.  Today is Easter Sunday, it is appropriate we discuss the new covenant that we now have with God through Jesus Christ by focusing on The Significance of Jesus Resurrection.  We have already established that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We have also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice as well as that of His death and burial.  The sacrifice that Jesus made to die on the cross to take away the sin of the whole world was driven by love.  Those who respond to this love truly love God in return (worship) and love others (fellowship).  Thus the new covenant is all about worship and fellowship in spirit and in truth. 
· Now let us recall that a covenant is a mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons to do or not to do something.  In fact, it can be looked at as a contract or bargain.  Theologically, it is the promise of God to man, usually with associated condition(s) to be fulfilled by man.
· Someone may be asking in the heart, what is the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ?  And what is the significance of Jesus resurrection in this new covenant?  You see, the old covenant was made with the Jews as a chosen people of God through the law and was sealed by circumcision of all males of these chosen people.  And if man did sin by breaking the old covenant a sacrifice of unblemished animals were made.  The choice of the animal depended on the wealth and social status of the individual.  The animal sacrifices were done yearly as a reminder that sin is prevalent since the sacrifices in themselves could not take away sin.  The new covenant we believers have now is made with all humanity so that whosoever believes in Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb of God, such a one should not perish but have eternal life, and his/her sin would be forgiven and remembered no more.  No matter your sin, it would be forgiven because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that He offered Himself once for all, that whosoever repents and accept this sacrifice; such a one will not perish but have eternal life.  Thus the new covenant is made through repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ the sacrifice and it is sealed by love and the Holy Spirit.  Also, the sacrifice that Jesus made of Himself, gives us confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by His blood, and by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.  The Most Holy Place is where we worship God in spirit and in truth. 

· The significance of Jesus’ resurrection is that it authenticated that Jesus Christ is the sacrificial Lamb of God, the Son of God and the Messiah.  The resurrection is ultimate proof that Jesus overcame and defeated Satan, sin and death.  And because He lives we can face tomorrow with eternal hope of glory because we have new life in Christ.
· Thus our text chosen for today reads, “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.   5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with that we should no longer be slaves to sin — 7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace” (Romans 6:1-14).

· The significance of Jesus’ resurrection is that
· He died to sin once for all; but the live He lives, He lives to God
· As a result those in Christ are now dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus

· Therefore we cannot let sin reign in our mortal body to obey its evil desires
· And we cannot even offer parts of our body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather we must offer ourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer parts of our body to Him as instruments of righteousness. 
· For sin shall not longer be our master, because we are not under law, but under grace
· His once and for all sacrifice and the power of His resurrection reconciles man to God in the New Covenant established by His love and sealed by Holy Spirit.
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming of God’s Kingdom and have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to be save you from your sins, you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
April 11, 2010  
 1. Committing My Life to Jesus Christ

John 1:10-17
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT with a slight twist: THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  We have already established that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We have also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, death and burial and resurrection.  The sacrifice that Jesus made to die on the cross to take away the sin of the whole world was driven by love.  Those who respond to this love truly love God in return (worship) and love others (fellowship).  Thus the new covenant is all about worship and fellowship in spirit and in truth. 
· Now let us recall that a covenant is a mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons to do or not to do something.  In fact, it can be looked at as a contract or bargain.  Theologically, it is the promise of God to man, usually with associated condition(s) to be fulfilled by man. Thus the focus of our discussion today is “Committing My Life To Jesus Christ”.

· Someone may be asking in the heart, how do we enter the new covenant that we have with God through Jesus Christ?  And what how do I become a full disciple in this new covenant?  You see, the old covenant was made with the Jews as a chosen people of God through the law and was sealed by circumcision of all males of these chosen people.  And if man did sin by breaking the old covenant a sacrifice of unblemished animals were made.  The choice of the animal depended on the wealth and social status of the individual.  The animal sacrifices were done yearly as a reminder that sin is prevalent since the sacrifices in themselves could not take away sin.  The new covenant we believers have now is made with all humanity so that whosoever believes in Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb of God, such a one should not perish but have eternal life, and his/her sin would be forgiven and remembered no more.  No matter the sin, it would be forgiven because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that He offered Himself once for all, that whosoever repents and accept this sacrifice; such a one will not perish but have eternal life.  Thus the new covenant is made through repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ the sacrifice and it is sealed by love and the Holy Spirit.  Also, the sacrifice that Jesus made of Himself, gives us confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by His blood, and by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.  The Most Holy Place is where we worship God in spirit and in truth. But before this true worship can take place there has to be a commitment to be a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant.

· Thus our text for today reads, “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,[d] who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.   15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:10-17).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant you MUST:

· Realize you are a sinner and you cannot save yourself

· Recognize that Jesus Christ has already come into the world in the flesh 

· Know Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God suffered and died in your place

· Die to sin and become alive to God

· Confess your sins, repent and receive Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior

· Be given the power (right) to become a child of God and establish the right relationship with God and fellow children of God as you receive Jesus Christ into your heart

· Be born again and make a commitment to be a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant where sin is no longer our master, because we are not under law, but under grace for His once and for all sacrifice and the power of His resurrection reconciles man to God in the New Covenant established by His love and sealed by Holy Spirit.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom and have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. Chris Johns, Associate Minister
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
April 18, 2010
2. My Commitment to Understand Church Membership   Romans 12:3-8
1. Pray / Acknowledgment

A. God, Pastor/Ministers, Wife/Pastor’s & Ministers’ Wives, Family/Friends

2.   Romans 12:3-8


3.  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

4.  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:

5.  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

6.  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;

7.  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;

8.  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.  

3.  Title: My Commitment to Understand Church Membership

4.  Story:   Sample driving while wearing Drunk glasses at ASU


A.  Right way to think, connected to each other, use gifts way God intended 

5.   Vs 3 – Right way to think


A. Think soberly- not higher than what we ought to think



1.  Don’t have attitude of superiority



2.  Galations 2:20 – We have been crucified with Christ- I no longer live


B.  Think to have sound judgment



1.  What is sound judgment?



2.  View yourself as a member of the body & how you affect others


C.  The righteousness of God will cause the believer to conduct himself with a since of humility in the church


D.  Dedication can be a challenge for us.  The act of surrendering or submitting to his will for our lives.  What God wants us to use our spiritual gift for in the church? 

6.  Vs 4-5 – Humility must be lived in relationship to each other


A. We need to see ourselves connected to Jesus & other Christians just as our physical organs are connected.


B.  We have the Holy Spirit


C.  God has a place for us regardless of our station in life.


D.  Look at our church covenant



1.  Watch over one another in love 1 Peter1:22



2.  Pray for one another



3.  Aid in sickness & distress Gal 6:2- Carry each other burdens



4.  Cultivate sympathy & courtesy, 1 Peter 3:8 – love as brothers and have compassion for one another



5.  Slow to take offense & Reconciliation




1.  Ephesians 4:30-32 – Forgive as Christ forgave us



6.  Example – Kidney - I have no need for you.  I want to be free.  I will get with you once a week.




1.  Is the kidney thinking with sound judgment or is it thinking more highly of itself than it should think.




2.  What is the difference with a Christian saying I received Christ, I got the Holy Spirit, I don’t need involvement with other Christians.




3.  The bottom line we need each other just as the kidney and body.

7.  Vs 6-8 – Use gifts the way God intended us to use them.

A.  Our spiritual gifts are forms of love that over time build up other people.


B.  Our gifts show by our involvement


C.  Your gift shows your faith in God by focusing on Jesus



1.  Our measure of faith is a gift from God


D.  1 Peter 4:10  As every man has received  a gift even so minister the same, one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.



1.  Use your gift to serve 1 another as good stewards of Gods grace.

8.  You might ask what is stopping me from exercising my gift in church?   


A.  Sin is what blocks us from fellowshipping with one another in love.


B.  1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9.  We are one body with many members & Christ is the head


A.  Job, Relationships, Family Problems, Financial, Death of a Love one


B.  Health issues, Hurt by sin of others you know and love


C.  Nothing can separate us from the Love of God which is in Christ Jesus



1.  Grace and Mercy



2.  Died for our Sins as the ultimate sacrifice



3.  Died for you and me



4.  Crucified on the cross and rose up with all power



5.  Doors of the church are open / song selection




1.  Come by letter, need a church home, Christian experience come home.  Fallen away – come home.  Repent and be baptized in name of Jesus.


3.  Repent and be baptized in name of Christ 

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease called sin that prevents you from contending for the faith.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins; and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to contend for the faith.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE
April 25, 2010  
 3. My Commitment to Living an Authentic Christian Life

Romans 12:1-3; 13:8-147
· Today we continue with our sermon series on THE NEW COVENANT AND BECOMING A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE.  We have already established that the new covenant is based on love and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  We have also discussed the significance of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, death and burial and resurrection in this new covenant.  We have also discussed that to become a fully devoted disciple one has to first be born again by making a total commitment of one’s life to Christ. Secondly, one has to make a commitment to understand Church membership and his/her personal role in the body of Christ in this new covenant.  And today the focus of our discussion is “My commitment to Living an Authentic (Honest) Christian Life in the new covenant”.
· Thus our text for today reads, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you” (Romans 12:1-3). “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  11And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Romans 13:8-14).  “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.   3It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.  9Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.  11Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody” (1 Thessalonians 4:1-12).

· To become a fully devoted disciple in the new covenant by committing to authentic Christian Living you MUST:

· Present yourself a living sacrifice

· Not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind
· Be humble

· Owe no one anything except continuing love for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law 
· Understand the present time as the hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 
· Put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light
· Behave decently not engaging in group sex parties (orgies) and wild parties with drunkenness, sexual immorality and decadence, and/or dissension (rebellion or conflict) and jealousy
· Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature
· Continue to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living
· Know it is God's will that you should be sanctified: avoid sexual immorality; learn to control your own body in a holy and honorable way, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. 
· Know the Lord will punish men for all such sins
· Know that God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 
· Therefore, not reject this instruction as you may be rejecting God, who gives you his Holy Spirit  
· Remember you have been taught by God to love each other
· Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody but God.
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the root cause for our refusal to accept the conditions for the new covenant.  It is sin also that prevents you from having the right relationship with God and become part of His kingdom with those who have been guaranteed to have eternal life.  Once you establish the right relationship with God, and you are assured of eternal life, being a servant for God and having self control comes quite natural to you because you have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

· Therefore we are extending an invitation to anyone who is still struggling with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from becoming part of God’s Kingdom and have eternal.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He died and rose again to save you from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to represent Him as a good ambassador.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience because the Christian Call demands that you understand you are called to be a bondservant of Jesus Christ.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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