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The Hidden Treasure

Matthew 13:44
· This is the seventeenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this seventeenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Hidden Treasure”.  The parable of The Hidden Treasure provides us with an insight on how the kingdom is precious and valuable that it is worth investing all you have into it.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this seventeenth parable is that Jesus in Matthew chapter 13 was teaching the crowd from a boat in parables.  Matthew 13:34-34 states, “Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable.  So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world"(Psalms 78:2)”.  Among these parables was the parable of the Hidden Treasure.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (Matthew 13:44).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how preciousness and value of the kingdom of God that we ought to invest everything we have into it.  Too often we do not invest our giftedness, time and other resources joyfully into kingdom building.  Most times we want to do the bare minimum for the kingdom of God to grow.   Some other times we think it is not profitable to invest our resources in kingdom building.  If not give me an explanation why the church of God cannot afford to sponsor certain programs for lack of financial resources in the church.  We either refuse to invest in kingdom building or we don’t fully trust God’s promises.  Failure to trust God and invest in kingdom building is outright disobedience.  And disobedience is sin.  The truth is trust God enough to invest in His affairs; blessings await us, otherwise curses.  Why do we always get broke whereas we earn income from our vocations?  God requires us to tithe by bringing a tenth of our earnings, yet we ignore God and still expect Him to bless us. Listen to what the prophet Malachi said, “I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.  Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.  "But you ask, 'How are we to return?'   "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  "In tithes and offerings.   You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it” (Malachi 3:6-10).   Also, the prophet Haggai has warned us thus, “Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it."  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.  Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD.  "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.  Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.  I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands"” (Haggai 1:5-11).

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from investing your resources to build God’s Kingdom.  This hampers you from building a relationship with God to experience how precious and valuable His kingdom is.  And without a relationship with God, you cannot become part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would be obedient to God’s word and believes in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is imperative to invest all your resources in building the kingdom of God because of its preciousness and value.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

September 13, 2009


The Importunate Widow

Luke 18:1-8
· This is the eighteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this eighteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Importunate Widow”.  The parable of The Importunate Widow teaches and encourages us to pray with consistency, persistency, boldness and faith in readiness for His justice at His second coming.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this eighteenth parable is that once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you." Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.  Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them.  For the Son of Man in his day[c] will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.  But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.  "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  People were eating; drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.  "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.  Remember Lot's wife! Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.  I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left ".  Then Jesus told His disciples the parable of The Importunate Widow.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'"  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"” (Luke 18:1-8).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how we ought to be persistent, consistent, and bold; and have faith when we pray in readiness for His justice when Jesus comes back for judgment.  And God will answer your prayers with great justice because He is a Just God.  So don’t give up because justice is coming.  Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need”.  However, it was the prophet Amos that lamented out over Israel against the injustice in his days and concluded, “…let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”(Amos 5:24).   

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming a child of God who walks in righteousness to become bold and able to pray to Him persistently, consistently and in faith.  And truly, without a relationship with God, you cannot become part of His kingdom and eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn how to pray and relate properly with God and the rest of His family members. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

September 20, 2009

The Leaven

Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20–21
· This is the Nineteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this nineteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Leaven”.  The parable of The Leaven teaches and encourages us Christians to influence our community and society positively like yeasts influence a large amount of flour to make good bread.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this nineteenth parable is of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus taught among the series of parables about the kingdom of heaven, some of which He provided the meaning to His disciples while others He did not.  He provided the meaning for the parables of the Sower and the Weeds but did not for the parables of the hidden treasure in the field, the merchant looking for fine pearls, the net and others including the parable of The Leaven.  Whatever the case, these parables focused on the kingdom of heaven, which He told as He sat by the lake.  Just after telling the parable of the mustard seed, then Jesus told His disciples the parable of The Leaven.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount (probably about 1/2 bushel or 22 liters) of flour until it worked all through the dough."” (Matthew 13:33). “Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount (probably about 1/2 bushel or 22 liters) of flour until it worked all through the dough."” (Luke 18:1-8).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how we ought to be very influential in our society by our lifestyle like yeasts influences a large amount of flour and make it ready to bake good bread.  Let me ask you Mt Traveler Members and friends, how many of you bake from scratch?  Don’t you need some yeast to make the flour rise before baking your bread?  What happens if you use a large quantity of yeast?  Will you still bake good bread?  I don’t think so.  Your bread with too much yeast will not taste good.  All you need is a small amount of yeast to make the flour rise sufficiently to produce good tasteful bread.  If you use too much yeast your flour will rise too much and perhaps ferment that you cannot produce good tasty bread.  Similarly, Christians need just a little faith to influence their society.  You don’t need to be over-zealously righteous or fanatical to influence you society godly.  Too much of scriptural utterances and holy-than-thou attitudes actually causes you as a Christian to be less influential in your community and society.  We are not advocating zealousness or fanaticism because zeal without knowledge of the truth is craziness. The kingdom of God is however real that the truth is seen clearly and lives are influenced for God by the power of the Holy Spirit that acts as yeast on a large quantity of flour to transform it ready to bake the best bread.  Remember you are the salt of the world and you must season it properly to preserve it from decay; make it tasteful to live in; protect it from assaults of evil and the devil; and make it thirsty for righteousness.  You are also the light of the world to help mankind see clearly to walk in righteousness and to expose all evil so the world can become a safe place to live in.  Yes the kingdom of God is like yeasts that a woman mixes with a large quantity of flour.  As such there are a few dedicated Christians who are living right and full of the Holy Spirit to impact the rest of the world and influence it for the Lord!

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming part of the kingdom of God to be influential like yeast in a large quantity of flour to cause the world to walk in righteousness and in faith.  And truly, without faith and a relationship with God, you cannot become part of His kingdom and have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn how to like yeast to influence your community and society to walk in righteousness. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

September 27, 2009

The Master and Servant

Text: Luke 17:7–10
· This is the Twentieth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twentieth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Master and Servant”.  The parable of The Master and Servant teaches us about the duty and responsibilities of the servant.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twentieth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that Jesus was teaching about sin, faith and the duty of a servant.  Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.  So watch yourselves.  "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him."  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  Then Jesus told His disciples the parable of The Master and Servant to teach the disciples and future follow about the duty of the servant.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'?  Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'?  Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'” (Luke 17:7-10).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about the duty and responsibilities of the Christian.  The Christian is a minister, servant or shepherd! A servant is not served by the Master rather he serves the Master.  Often Christians feel the Lord should serve them and be an errand boy to run their errands to meet all their need!  In fact we have the audacity to ask to Lord to stop by the hospital, the nursing homes, the prison etc and minister to those over there.  Whereas it is our duty to do so.  For when we do it to the least of these ones we do it unto the Lord.  Then some of us have awful attitudes because we think we deserve to be praise for every little duty we perform as servants of the living God.  We must learn to be humble and accept the fact that we are unworthy servants who do not deserve any praise since we have just done what we ought to.  Pride will always want us to be noticed and cause us to demand or desire praise whenever we do anything for the Lord.  Pride is sin and it can cause us to become slothful servants.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming servants of the Master Jesus Christ and part of the kingdom of God.  The sin of pride truly will deprive anyone of the satisfaction of servant hood in the kingdom of God. Likewise, without faith and a relationship with God, you cannot become part of His kingdom and have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn to humbly perform your rightful duty as a servant of the Most High God. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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