Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

October 4, 2009

The Rich Fool

Text: Luke 12:16–21
· This is the Twenty-first sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty-first sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Rich Fool”.  The parable of The Rich Fool teaches us about ego, hypocrisy as well as greed and its consequences.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty-first parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that Jesus was teaching when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another. Then Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.  What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.  I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.  Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.  Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God.  But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.  Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?"  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  Then Jesus told His disciples the parable of The Rich Fool to teach the disciples and future followers about greed and its consequences.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."'  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."” (Luke 12:16-21).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about ego and greed, and the consequences.  To be self-centered and greedy is to be a fool in God’s eye.  So understand that whatever abundant resources God has bestowed on you is His.  You are a channel for distributing these resources.  You are a conduit for these resources to reach others.  They do not belong to you.  There are not yours by any means.  The moment you realize this principle and practice it you will also understand worship in giving.  For the more you give, the more God will give to you because He can trust you with more.  And when you are blessed with abundance and you fail to distribute it to the least of these ones, you would be acting foolish because when God asks for your life these same things that you hoarded will be distributed to others without your consent.  Greed is dangerous because it is sin. Ego is even more terrible because it drives greed and pride. Greed and pride almost always go together or else one always leads to the other.  Greed and pride are the sins that cause us to become slothful servants in the sight of God.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming wise servants and custodians of the Master’s resources bestowed upon you. The sins of greed and pride prevent us from becoming wise and faithful servants of Jesus Christ in the kingdom of God.  The sins of greed and pride truly will deprive anyone of the satisfaction of servant hood in the kingdom of God. Greed tends to make you proud and think you are independent and therefore foolish to think you do not need a relationship with God or anyone else.  Consequently, you cannot become part of God’s kingdom and have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn to avoid greed and pride as a servant of the Most High. Learn to share the resources God has blessed you with and to care for others whom God has created that are less fortunate than you.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

October 11, 2009
The Rich Man and the Beggar Lazarus
Text: Luke 16:19–31
· This is the Twenty-second sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- second sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Rich Man and the Beggar Lazarus”.  The parable of The Rich Man and the Beggar Lazarus teaches us about covetousness, ego, and unpreparedness to enter the kingdom of God now and its consequences for lack of repentance.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty- second parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that Jesus was teaching the tax collectors and "sinners" who were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." Then Jesus began to teach them in parables including the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son to teach them about repentance and the joy that is experienced over one soul that comes to repentance and is saved.  He also told them the parable of the shrewd servant (manager) to teach them about trust and how deceitful and humanly wise and covetous man can be in order to fill secure physically, especially financially.  He further taught them that “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.  It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.  He further taught that anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery”.  Then Jesus told His disciples the parable of The Rich Man and the Beggar Lazarus to teach the disciples and future followers about need of repentance and the danger of covetousness and self-centeredness.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell,[e] where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'  "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'  "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'  "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'  " 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'  "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'” (Luke 12:16-21).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about covetousness, ego, and unpreparedness to enter the kingdom of God now and its consequences.  To be self-centered and covetous and fail to repent results in God’s ultimate punishment in hell and complete separation from the righteous.  To prepare for God’s Kingdom is now and not after death.  For it is appointed unto man once to die after which comes the eternal judgment.  So understand that whatever blessings God has bestowed upon you do not be foolish to be self-centered.  In preparation for God’s kingdom, the very first step is to confess your sin, repent of it and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  It does not matter whether you are rich or poor.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from preparing to become part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life because you are self-centered.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn to avoid greed and pride as a servant of the Most High. Learn to share the resources God has blessed you with and to care for others whom God has created that are less fortunate than you.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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The Tares (Weeds)


Text: Matthew 13:24-30
· This is the Twenty-third sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- third sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Tares (Weeds)”.  The parable of The Tares (Weeds) teaches us that not everyone that says he/she belongs to the kingdom of God truly does because the enemy (Satan) always places his among the saints of God. However, God will separate His from Satan’s on the Judgment Day as it is dangerous to try to do so now by the servants of God albeit at the end of the age it will be easy to identify who is who.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty- third parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that Jesus was teaching.  “While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him.  Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you."  He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers.  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."” (Matthew 12:46-50).   He further taught the crowd in parables, first telling them the parable of the Sower.  Then Jesus continue to tell the crowd the parable of The Tares (Weeds) to teach that not everyone who claims to be in the Kingdom of God necessary belong to it and the separation between the righteous and the unrighteous will be done at the end of the age, on the Judgment Day because it is dangerous to do so now.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.  When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?'  "'An enemy did this,' he replied.  "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'  " 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "” (Matthew 13:24-30).

· Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the Tares (Weeds) in the field." Then Jesus explained the parable as follow: “He answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.  As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let him hear’” (Matthew 13:36-43).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us that each time God is building His kingdom with the sons of the kingdom; Satan is mixing things up with the sons of the evil one among the kingdom.  The sons of the evil one are the hypocrites who pretend to belong to the kingdom.  They talk like the children of the kingdom but are not because their deeds are evil.  It is dangerous for the servants of God to attempt to separate the son of the kingdom and the sons of the evil one right now because no one knows the heart of another.  It is equally dangerous to be a hypocrite because on the Judgment Day everyone will know your true colors and who you truly are.  Therefore to prepare for God’s Kingdom is now and not after death.  Now is the acceptable time; today is the day of salvation.  For it is appointed unto man once to die after which comes the eternal judgment.  It is foolish to continue in sin and think no one will ever find out because you will definitely be exposed on the Judgment Day; but then it will be too late to repent.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ right now as personal Lord and savior.  Please remember that salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that identifies you as the son of the devil.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility not to be a hypocrite.  Learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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The Ten Virgins


Text: Matthew 25:1–13
· This is the Twenty-fourth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- fourth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Ten Virgins”.  The parable of The Ten Virgins teaches us about the Kingdom of God and that we must keep watch because no one knows the day or hour Jesus will come again.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty-fourth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is someone had asked Jesus about the end times.  After teaching with several proverbial sayings and parables Jesus said, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him” (Matthew 24:42-44).   He further taught the crowd in the parable of the faithful and wise servant.  Then Jesus continue to tell the crowd the parable of The Ten Virgins to teach that each person must be prepared now for the kingdom of God because no one knows the day or the hour Jesus will come back again into this world for final eternal judgment.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  "Later the others also came.  'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour” (Matthew 25:1-13).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us that we ought to be wise and not foolish when it comes to the second coming of Jesus Christ for final judgment.  His return for this judgment will be sudden when He is least expected.  And only the wise, who are prepared for His coming, will go with Him.  The rapture is for the prepared saints that are awaiting their bridegroom, (Jesus Christ).  Therefore, the time to prepare for God’s Kingdom is now and not after death or when it is late after the rapture.  Now is the acceptable time; today is the day of salvation.  For it is appointed unto man once to die after which comes the eternal judgment.  It is foolish to continue in sin and think no one will ever find out because you will definitely be exposed on the Judgment Day; but then it will be too late to repent.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  Sin also prevents you from preparing for Christ’s second coming.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ right now as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin and is not prepared for final judgment.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility not to be a hypocrite.  Learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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