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Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

November 1, 2009


The Two Debtors


Text: Luke 7:39–50
· This is the Twenty-fifth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- fifth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Two Debtors”.  The parable of The Two Debtors teaches us about forgiveness, gratitude and love.  In fact the magnitudes of forgiveness determine the degrees of gratitude and/or love the forgiven expresses.  Also, forgiveness is a key ingredient is building a loving relationship.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty- fifth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that it was told in a Pharisee’s house where Jesus was a guest.  “Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.” (Luke 7:36-38).   The Pharisee was surprised that Jesus allowed this sinful woman to touch Him.  Then Jesus told the parable of The Two Debtors to teach that anyone who has been forgiven much, values and loves the One who forgave him/her much more than someone who has been forgiven less.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner." Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."  "Tell me, teacher," he said.  "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii (A denarius was a coin worth about a day's wages), and the other fifty.  Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?"  Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled."  "You have judged correctly," Jesus said.  Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.  You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.  Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."  Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?"  Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."” (Luke 7:39-50).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us that we should stop judging the actions of people unnecessarily but understand the magnitude of how they have been forgiven.  Your love and devotion in worship and service is a good indicator of how much you appreciate the forgiveness you have received from the Lord.  The hindrance to worship and expression of love at times is due to our refusal to receive forgiveness from the Lord.  We prefer to continue in sin; and ask who is it that has power to forgive sin rather than confessing our sins and receiving our forgiveness from the Lord.  The Word says in 1John 1:8-10, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives”.  Once forgiven you must understand it is by faith that you are saved to walk in newness of life with peace.  Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace”.  

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs you of inner peace and prevents you from becoming part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ right now as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her of inner peace and the devotion and love for God.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to express you gratitude with your devotion and love in worship.  Also, learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

November 8, 2009
Rev Phelix Lockhart  preached while Pastor Datiri was on travel – No Sermon Theme, Text or Synopsis provided for publication to this website
November 15, 2009
Brother Chris Johns preached his Initial Sermon.  Sermon Theme: LOVE – (Text: 1Conrithians 13:1-13) - No synopsis provided for publication to this website
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

November 22, 2009


The Two Sons


Text: Matthew 21:28–32
· This is the Twenty-sixth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- sixth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Two Sons”.  The parable of The Two Sons teaches us about authority, obedience and love.  In fact the when you are obedient, you prove your love for those in authority.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty- sixth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today is that Jesus had just entered Jerusalem triumphantly.  He had also cleansed the temple by driving the money-exchangers and all that were polluting the temple.   Jesus also had cursed a fig tree so that it withered immediately.  As such when Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?" Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  John's baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"  They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?'  But if we say, 'From men'—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  So they answered Jesus, "We don't know."   Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things (Matthew 21:23-27).  Then Jesus told the parable of The Two Sons to teach about authority and how we ought to be obedient to those in authority to prove our love for authority.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  "'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.  "Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  "The first," they answered.  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him” (Matthew 21:28-32).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us that absolute obedience is prove of respect and love for the one in authority.   Obedience is not in words but in deeds.  Actions speak louder than words.  It is no prove when you say you love the Lord but are disobedient to His commandments.  Rather you prove your love to Him and for Him when you obey His commandments by your deeds.  Didn’t James admonish, be you doers of the word and not hearers alone, deceiving yourselves.  Don’t deceive you by just talking the talk but not walking the walk of faith.  There is not deceit in the walk of faith because men can truly see your obedience to the commandments of the Lord.  Therefore if you have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light, then prove it by walking worthy of the vocation wherewith you have been called!  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers”.  

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs of the ability to prove your love through obedience to God and fully becoming part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that cause him/her to be disobedient to the authority of God.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to prove your love to God by being obedient to His word.  Also, learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created so as to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

November 29, 2009


The Unjust Steward

Text: Luke 16:1–16
· This is the Twenty-seventh sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty-seventh sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Unjust Steward”.  The parable of The Unjust Steward teaches us about love, trust, loyalty and dishonesty.  Wisdom teaches that love and trust build loyal relationships whereas dishonesty is selfishness and it destroys relationships.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty-seventh parable of Jesus that He had been teaching about losses in the parables of lost sheep, lost coin and concluding with the lost son.  In the parable of the lost son, his older brother was unhappy of good reception the father gave him.  The story concluded thus: “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'  ‘My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found’” (Luke 15:28-32).  Then Jesus told the parable of The Unjust Steward to teach that love and trust build loyal relationships while dishonesty destroys such.  Moreover, it is impossible to serve two masters.  Either you are loyal to one and dishonest to the other, or devoted to the one and despise the other.  What it actually amounts to is that you cannot serve both God and money!
· Thus the text for the day reads, “Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions.  So he called him in and asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.'  "The manager said to himself, 'What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job.  I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg— I know what I'll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.'  "So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?'  "'Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied.  "The manager told him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.' "Then he asked the second, 'And how much do you owe?' "'A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied.  "He told him, 'Take your bill and make it eight hundred.'  "The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.  I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?  "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money."  The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.  He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.  The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it” (Luke 16:1–9).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us love, trust, loyalty and dishonesty.   These determine the relationship you will form with God and money.  It is impossible to serve both God and money.  Your loyalty and love to one or the other determines which one is your master.  Money in itself is not evil but the scriptures inform us that the love of money is the root of all evil.  Therefore choose God and use money to his benefit rather than choosing money and using God for its benefit.  What makes the difference is recognizing that it is sin that makes us create another god in money and become disloyal to the true God who supplies all our needs according to His riches in glory.   

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs you of a loyal relationship with god to become part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her of inner peace because of disloyal relationship devoid of devotion and love for God.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to express you gratitude with your devotion and love in worship.  Also, learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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