Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
For the first three weeks of March 2009, Pastor Datiri was away on travel to Nigeria for his baby brother’s wedding.  Much gratitude is extended to Rev. Phelix Lockhart who filled in for me during that period.  He did a fantastic job proving to Mt Traveler how much he has grown in the ministry God called him. Herein below are the outlines for the sermons he preached during that period.

March 1, 2009 
“Your in the Army Now” Ephesians 6:10-20

Introdution

I.
The Enemy---Ephesians 6:10-12

II.
The Equipment---Ephesians 6:13-18

III.
The Energy---Ephesians 6:19-20

 Conclusion

March 8, 2009

“A change is gonna Come” Acts 9:1-22

Introduction

I.
The Encounter---Acts 9:1-9

II.
The Instrument---Acts 9:10-19

III.
The Change---Acts 9:20-22

 Conclusion

March 15, 2009
“The Heart of the Chirstian Message” Matthew 28:6; 1 Corinthians 15:17; 20; Revelation 1:18

 Introduction

I.
Importance of seeing where Jesus laid---Mat. 28:6

II.
Reason to believe---1 Corinthians 15:17

III.
The victory---Revelation 1:18

 Conclusion

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

March 22, 2009

    Healing A Man With Dropsy


Luke 14:1-6  
· This is our Twenty-ninth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Man With Dropsy”.  How appropriate this miracle is in our generation because a spirit that is not good but evil has caused many people in this generation to be swollen with pride.  It is this evil spirit that causes people to rebel and refuse to repent so as to keep them in lifelong bondage of the fear of death because of sin.  This evil spirit operates through ministering spirits of evil that are commonly known as demons.  Demonic influences are great and prevalent in this generation that people are no longer humble but arrogant and proud.  It will only take a miracle to liberate this generation from these demoniac influences, oppressions and suppressions.

· As we discuss this miracle, be mindful that throughout history of mankind the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs miracles!

· This Twenty- ninth miracle we are discussing on today took place during the ministry of Jesus in the region of Perea.  After Jesus had healed the woman was crippled and bent over, then He continued to teach the people in parables including the parable of the mustard seed.  “Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to?  It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."  Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to?  It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."  Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?"  He said to them, "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.  Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.'  "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.'  "Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'  "But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!'  "There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.  People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last."  Then, Jesus' Sorrow for Jerusalem because at that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else.  Herod wants to kill you."  He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  Then He lamented: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!  Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. (Luke 13:18-35).  Then He continued His ministry in the region of Perea where the miracle we are focusing on took place.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.  There in front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy.  Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?"  But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away.  Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?"  And they had nothing to say” (Luke 14:1-6).  

· Dropsy is an illness that arises from body fluid retention that causes limbs and other parts of the body to swell.  Perhaps we can describe it as the illness known as elephantiasis.  Jesus here performed this miracle on the Sabbath to prove that He is Deity and the Lord of the Sabbath!  Therefore, Mt Traveler members please allow me to ask you: What spiritual illness is making you to swell up?  Of course, you will agree with me that pride spiritually makes you swell up!  It is an illness that you recognize too late in many, if not in most, cases.  Jesus can deliver you from this chronic disease called pride that makes you swell.  He can deliver you even on the Sabbath or the Lord’s Day (Sunday)!! Whatever the case it will take the miracle of Jesus to set you free from pride so that you can begin to do the right things in kingdom building.   

· Therefore, as Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism, it is my sincere desire and earnest prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of His Kingdom building through soul winning as you humble yourself and begin to do the right things worthy of being His ambassadors.  Likewise, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry to reach out into our community and touch other people’s lives, nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin, especially pride.  

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity.

· Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath.  And it is good to be liberated from the bondage of pride, even on the Sabbath Day.

· Whenever you do the right thing, whether on the Sabbath or Lord’s Day, your critics and accusers will be silent!

· It does not matter how long you have been under the bondage of the sin of pride, Jesus knows who you are and desires to miraculously liberate you but you must present yourself to Him through repentance in humility.  The text informs us there in front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy.. 

· It is dangerous to be proud because it always leads to hypocrisy!  The Pharisees were hypocrites – always creating their own righteousness and pretending to be holy than thou!!

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to be proud and actuality appear as one with the illness of dropsy spiritually.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven by remaining humble, godly and truthful.  Such an individual is also assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me by His precious blood through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior in humility. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  

· And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you a hypocrite through pride, disobedience, disloyalty and unfaithfulness in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”. 

·  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

March 29, 2009


    Healing 10 Lepers 


Luke 17:11-19  
· This is our Thirtieth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing 10 Lepers”.  How appropriate this miracle is in our generation because just as lepers were the social outcasts of Jesus’ era, there are several “spiritual social outcasts” in this generation that need deliverance from such stigmas.  And of course it will only take a miracle from Jesus to liberate such individuals.  However, the greatest question is how will such individual respond to their liberty to socialize with the rest of the society that constitute the Kingdom of God?

· As we discuss this miracle, be mindful that throughout history of mankind the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs miracles!

· This Thirtieth miracle took place on the final trip of Jesus to Jerusalem, before His crucifixion, in a village between Samaria and Galilee.  At this time Jesus continued to teach the people, especially about repentance and the kingdom of God.  “Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20-21).  Then He continued to teach His disciples about sin, faith and duty.  “Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come.  It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.  So watch yourselves.  "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him."  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep.  Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'?  Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'?  Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'we are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty” (Luke 17:1-10).  Then as He journeyed towards Jerusalem for the final time, He met ten Lepers in a village between Samaria and Galilee.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"  When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed.  One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.  Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:11-19).  

· Leprosy is an illness caused by a virus.  It is thought to be contagious in most cases although not always.  However it is a disease that affects the whole body and results in loss of limbs and/or their functions.  This virus disease is dangerous like SIN (Soul Internal Non-functionality).  Lepers were social outcasts during Jesus’ time and they are still are.  They stayed outside the camp or city limits.  In our times Lepers would be housed in isolation or quarantine wards.  Sin will definitely make you a “spiritual social outcast” in the kingdom of God! 

· Note that one of the ten lepers was also a Samaritan.  This means he was more of a social outcast than the other nine lepers.  Samaritans were considered inferior by the Jews because they were not pure Jews but half-breeds.  This implied he had double stigma to the Jew for being a leper and a Samaritans.  Jesus here performed this miracle by instructing the ten lepers to go and show or present themselves before the priests.  This was very significant because in Judaism and the Old Testament Law only the priests had the power to declare a leper cleansed.  But on their way to the priests, the ten lepers were cleansed!  This miracle signified that Jesus was indeed the High Priest of the order of Milchezedek!! He cleansed the lepers before they got to the priests.  Mt Traveler members please allow me to ask you: What spiritual illness is making your soul to be internally non-functional in the kingdom of God?  No matter the sin, only Jesus can deliver you from this chronic and debilitating disease that makes your soul internally non-functional in God’s kingdom that is already in you. The Samaritan who was a leper also received his cleansing.  So it does not matter how sinful you think you are, Jesus would set you free so that you can begin to do the right things in kingdom building.  All you need to do is to come to Him in faith and repent; and then be thankful for your cleansing and tell others of how Jesus did it for you so that they also can come to Him.  

· Therefore, as Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism, it is my sincere desire and earnest prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of His Kingdom building through soul winning as you humble yourself and begin to do the right things worthy of being His ambassadors.  Likewise, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry to reach out into our community and touch other people’s lives, nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin that is making them “social outcasts” in God’s Kingdom. 

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity.

· Jesus is Lord and the High Priest who can forgive and cleanse you from sin

· No sin is beyond His cleansing power but you must humble yourself in repentance and cry out for mercy from Jesus just like the ten Lepers.

· People who are forgiven the most are likely to be more thankful and appreciative.  Only the Leper who was a Samaritan returned to give God the praise for His cleansing.  Are you grateful to God for forgiving you your sin and accepting you to be part of His Kingdom?

· It takes faith to return thanks to God for His forgiveness.  Such faith and gratitude establishes your cleansing permanently and qualifies you to be part of God’s kingdom!

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to be “spiritual social outcasts” of God’s Kingdom.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven by remaining humble, godly, truthful and ever grateful.  Such an individual is also assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me by His precious blood through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior in humility. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  

· And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and allowing sin to make you a hypocrite through pride, disobedience, disloyalty, ingratitude and unfaithfulness in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”. 

·  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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