Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

January 4, 2009
Feeding 4000 Men and Their Families
   Mat. 15:29-39; Mark 8:1-10  
· This is the first Sunday of January 2009 and this is our Twenty-Second week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Feeding 4000 Men and Their Families”.  How appropriate this miracle is for the first Sunday of the first month of the year 2009 to show that Jesus truly cares for our family members and us!  Hunger is one of the greatest needs of mankind.  However, in this nation we tend to over indulge in eating during the holiday season.  And sometimes our misuse of food keeps us from knowing God in ways He wants us to know Him.  And many times obsessive eating during the holiday season indicates that we are focusing more on the gift than on God the giver.  This in itself is idolatry.  However, in today’s miracle story, Jesus miraculously fed the people who followed Him; numbering about 4000 men and their families!  In December 2008 we learned that Jesus fed 5000 men and their families in another miracle.  Jesus always fed the crowd that followed Him as an example for us to learn to meet people’s physical needs first to prepare them for the spiritual and for them to realize His goodness.  If God is truly good, how many of you realize that God has been good to you all these past years, especially this last year that has just rolled by and this New Year that has just begun?  If you do, why don’t you for a moment or two just praise and worship Him in this house of worship right now?

· Throughout the records, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-second miracle we are considering on today took place in a remote area as Jesus was passing down by the Sea of Galilee.  This miracle also teaches that Jesus did not care only for people in the cities but also those in remote places in the country.  Great crowds had followed Him for about three days without food.  So Jesus provided food for their physical needs in that remote area in the country.  This implies that Jesus cares about country folks like us in Waverly, Alabama! 

· Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down.  Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.  The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking; the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing.  And they praised the God of Israel.  Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way."  His disciples answered, "Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?"  "How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked.  "Seven," they replied, "and a few small fish."  He told the crowd to sit down on the ground.  Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people.  They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  The number of those who ate was four thousand, besides women and children.  After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan” (Matthew 15:29-39).  Mark’s version reads, “During those days another large crowd gathered.  Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.  If I send them home hungry they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance."  His disciples answered, "But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?"  "How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked.  "Seven," they replied.  He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people, and they did so.  They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them.  The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  About four thousand men were present. And having sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha” (Mark 8:1-10).     

· Jesus here performed this miracle in a remote place for people that were faithful in following Him for three days without food to demonstrate His compassion for people, especially those who are His followers, and ability to meet their needs.  He also proved that He is deity as He has authority over nature to multiply seven loaves and a few fish to feed 4000 men and their families.  This should make us aware that Jesus cares about us and will supply all our needs according to His riches in glory as we follow Him faithfully through the years.  It does not matter what the economy looks like in this New Year.  Jesus is our provider and because He is compassionate He will not dismiss us without meeting our needs. In fact, as we celebrate this New Year let us understand that Jesus did not come to this earth just to meet our physical needs but to save all mankind, whosoever that would exercise faith in Him, from the power of fear, sin and death.  This why it is imperative to pray that Jesus liberate church folks from fear of uncertainties, sin and death.   As we, as a church, embark on outreach evangelism beginning this January 2009, I pray the Lord will convince us of the need of building His Kingdom as we follow Him faithfully and He continues to meet our needs.

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over nature and meets the physical needs of the multitude with physical limited resources.

· Those who follow Jesus faithfully will never lack any good thing, as Jesus will supply all their needs according to His riches in glory.  He will satisfy they hunger too.

· Jesus cares for all those who follow Him faithfully, whether in the remote areas in the county people or in the cities.

· It does not matter how little food we have, but if we learn to pray and give thanks to God we shall be full or satisfied this year and collect remnants at the end.  So quick fearing the economy and continue to follow God faithfully, even with your tithes.

· Beginning this New Year, do not waste food.  When you eat and are full or have met the needs of the people, safe the remnants! And do not over indulge in food to worship it rather than God the provider!!

· Always remember it is imperative to continue to build the kingdom of God; so continue to move from one region to another proclaiming the Gospel.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes you to become complacent to the spreading of the gospel to all mankind.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a faithful follower that is obedient to Him.  Such an individual is also saved and assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this New Year and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you unfaithful in following Him everywhere, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

January 11, 2009



Healing A Blind Man  

 Mark 8:22-26  
· This is the first Sunday of January 2009 and this is our Twenty-third week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Blind Man”.  How appropriate this miracle is for the second Sunday of the first month of the year 2009 to show that Jesus truly cares for our family members and us that we see and view things properly and great perspective!  Sight is one of the greatest needs of mankind.  However, perception is imperative in understanding how God works in our lives to perfect us.  Spiritual life is not a one step process rather God has continuous touches on our lives to grow us to perfection.

· Throughout the records, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-third miracle we are considering on today took place outside a village called Bethsaida.  Today’s text by Mark gives the only Biblical record of the healing of the blind man of Bethsaida. It is also the only miracle in the life of Christ that is not immediate, for it takes two attempts in order to bring the man perfect sight.  We know that Christ cannot fail for He does all things well but why was this miracle in two stages?  For an answer, we just have to go back and look at it within the context. Just before they meet this blind man, the disciples had misunderstood a reference by Christ to the leaven of the Pharisees. They thought that Jesus was referring to their lack of bread. Jesus, however, was speaking of spiritual truths and He scolded the disciples for their lack of spiritual understanding.  Mark informs us that, “Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: "Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened?  Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don't you remember?  When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?"  "Twelve," they replied.  "And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?"  They answered, "Seven."  He said to them, "Do you still not understand?"” (Mark 8:17-21).  

· Thus the text for the day reads, “They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him.  He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man's eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, "Do you see anything?"  He looked up and said, "I see people; they look like trees walking around."  Once more Jesus put his hands on the man's eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26Jesus sent him home, saying, "Don't go into the village” (Mark 8:22-26).     

· Jesus here performed this miracle outside the village of Bethsaida on a blind man.  He proved that He is deity as He has authority over nature to provide sight to the blind.  The blind man in this miracle becomes an object lesson for the disciples.  His healing was not for the multitudes because Jesus performed the miracle outside the village of Bethsaida away from the view of the crowds and sent the man directly home.  Here, Jesus demonstrated how the initial healing of salvation does not always mean perfect vision.  Perfect vision and perception in a believer’s life comes from further growth and further touches of God. This should make us aware that Jesus cares about us and will provide Mt Traveler with perfect vision and perception of His truths as we grow when through the messages He touches us with.  Sometimes the messages touch us in sensitive areas that we go “Ouch!”  But it is imperative for us to know that it takes several touches of God in our life for us to grow to Christian maturity.  Note also that it was others that brought the blind man to Jesus.  Therefore, as we, as a church, embark on outreach evangelism beginning this coming Saturday, January 17, 2009 I pray the Lord will convince us of the need of building His Kingdom by bringing them to the Lord Jesus to receive their spiritual sight.  And may the Lord make us aware that it takes several touches of God for our lives to conform to His will.  So don’t expect every believer in Christ to be at the same level of growth as you are and don’t be too critical of their lifestyle rather continue to help them by nurturing them with the word of God until they can clearly see the danger and effects of the chronic disease call sin.

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over nature by providing sight to the blind man.

· Others brought the blind man to Jesus and He healed him to see clearly.  Mt Traveler members it is our duty to bring those who are spiritually blind to Jesus for sight.  And when they come to Christ please remember it take several touches of God to perfect their spiritual vision and perception.

· In receiving spiritual sight, Jesus may have to spit on you several times.  Spitting on someone in Jesus’ time was an insult.  Sometimes the word of God may come at us so strong that we feel insulted or embarrassed but we must understand that it is part of the cleansing process towards spiritual sight restoration to see clearly as God sees.

· This miracle was private lesson to the disciples only this is why the miracle was performed outside the village of Bethsaida away from the crowd and the man was send home.  This is a lesson for us to understand that working for God is not a popularity contest.  

· Mt Traveler, beginning this New Year, be willing to be touched by God all the time when you come to Him.  Also, remember it is imperative to continue to build the kingdom of God by bringing those who are spiritually blind to Jesus for Him to restore the spiritual vision and being very aware that it may require several touches of God before they can clearly see in God’s perspective.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals not to see clearly spiritually.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual’s sight is restored and sometimes through several touches of God, as he/she becomes a faithful follower that is obedient to Him.  Such an individual is also saved and assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this New Year and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you unfaithful in following Him and refuse His touches to make you see clearly, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

January 18, 2009


Healing A Man Born Blind  

 John 9:1-41  
· This is the third Sunday of January 2009 and this is our Twenty-fourth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Man Born Blind”.  How appropriate this miracle is for this third Sunday of the first month of the year 2009 to show that Jesus truly cares for our family members and us in that He desires that we see and view things properly and in God’s perspective even though we might have been born blind spiritually!  The Psalmist was very aware of this when he said, “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.   Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:4-5).  Sight is one of the greatest needs of mankind.  However, perception is imperative in understanding how God works in our lives to perfect us.  Spiritual life is not a one step process rather God has continuous touches on our lives to grow us to perfection.

· Throughout the records, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-fourth miracle we are discussing on today took place by the Temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus had just finished teaching in the Temple emphasizing that He is the Light of the world.  He made this statement after exonerating the woman caught in adultery and brought to Him as He was teaching in the Temple.  Jesus told her when her accusers did not condemn her, neither do I condemn you, go in peace and forsake your sinful lifestyle.  And you know is essential for sight for without it we cannot see clearly even if we are not blind physically.  The healing of the man born blind is one done so that the work of God might be displayed in his life that deity is able to make the blind see.  

· Thus the text for the day reads, “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.  As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes.  "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.  His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" Some claimed that he was.  Others said, "No, he only looks like him."  But he himself insisted, "I am the man."  "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.  He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see."  "Where is this man?" they asked him.   "I don't know," he said.   

· They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind.  Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath.  Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see."  Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath."  But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided.  Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened."  The man replied, "He is a prophet."  The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents.  "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?"  "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind.  But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself."  His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.  That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner."  He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!"  Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"  He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses!  We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

· The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will.  Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."  To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out.  Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."  Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."  Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.  Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?"  Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains” (John 9:1-41).     

· Jesus here performed this miracle by the Temple in Jerusalem on a man born blind.  He proved that He is Deity as He has authority over nature to provide sight to the blind.  The blind man in this miracle was elated to have his sight restored and he was of age to give his own testimony.  He became an instant witness first to his neighbors and then to the Jews, especially the Pharisees.  When he was thrown out of the synagogue for professing Jesus Christ, He to the man to reassure him that He will not forsake Him. The bind man believed Jesus and worshipped Him.  You don’t worshipped anything or anyone but Deity; otherwise it is idolatry. Here, Jesus also stressed that He came into this world for judgment.  In John Chapter three it is clearly stated, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God” (John 3:16-21).   Each time that anyone comes to Jesus Christ and have a spiritual encounter with Jesus, the Light, you become a witness for him.  For once you can see from God’s perspective, you are eager to tell someone.  The man born blind said all I know is once I was blind but know I can see. And that alone is a powerful testimony and witness to the fact that Jesus is Deity. Therefore, as a church, we have embarked on outreach evangelism that began on yesterday, Saturday, January 17, 2009 and I pray the Lord will convince us of the need of building His Kingdom by bringing lost souls to the Lord Jesus to receive their spiritual sight.  Those who came out receive the touch of the Lord as they reach out to touch other people’s lives to nurture them with the word of God to see clearly the danger and effects of the chronic disease call sin.

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over nature by providing sight to the man born blind.

· Our physical illnesses or defects are not always as a result of sin.

· When you have spiritual encounter with Jesus and you respond positively in obedience to His word, your spiritual sight is restored that you begin to see clearly as God sees and your life changes for the better.

· When you see things from God’s perspective, you become His witness and you worship Him. 

· Jesus as Deity reminds us that He is the ultimate Judge, so we must not fear those who criticize us for associating with Him.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals not to see clearly spiritually.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual’s sight is restored and he sees clearly as God sees as long as he is obedient to Him.  Such an individual is also saved and assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this New Year and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you unfaithful in following Him and no longer see clearly, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

January 25, 2009
  Healing A Demoniac Boy   Mat. 17:14-21, Mark 9:17-29, Luke 9:37-43  
· Already, it is the last Sunday of January 2009 and this is our Twenty-fifth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Demoniac Boy”.  How appropriate this miracle is for this last Sunday of the first month of the year 2009 as Jesus shows this early in the year that He truly cares about boys who are demon possessed by in every generation, including ours.  Some of the things that totally control boys in this generation are demonic influences and yet the disciples of this generation cannot do anything about.  In today’s message Jesus performs this miracle and teaches His disciples that some miracles, like healing the demoniacs, cannot be done except through fasting and prayers.

· Throughout the records, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-fifth miracle we are discussing on today took place by the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration.  Jesus and the three disciples (Peter, James and his brother, John) He took with Him had just had a great mountain experience away from the crowd.  At the mountain top the disciples had just witness a glorious event where Jesus Christ had been transfigured into His glorious body with Moses and Elijah showing up and discussing with Jesus.  In fact, Peter for one did not want to come down from this glorious mountain experience as he suggested to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah” (Matthew 17:4).  As soon as they came down from the mountaintop experience to the valley at the foot of the mountain they were met with earthly realities – suffering from demon possessions.

· Thus the text for the day in Matthew reads, “When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him.  "Lord, have mercy on my son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water.  I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him."  "O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me."  Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.  Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"  He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."  But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:14-21).  Mark’s version reads, “When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them.  As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.  "What are you arguing with them about?" he asked.  A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech.  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."  "O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."  So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  "From childhood," he answered.  "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  " 'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief!"  When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil (unclean) spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again."  The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead."  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"  He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer and fasting” (Mark 9:14-29).  And Luke’s version reads, “The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him.  A man in the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.  A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him.  I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not."  "O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here."  Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father.  And they were all amazed at the greatness of God” (Luke 9:37-43). 

· Jesus here performed this miracle at the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration.  He proved that He is Deity as He has authority over evil spirits (demons).  Jesus healed the boy in this miracle after rebuking the people as an unbelieving and perverse generation.  At the healing of the boy, they crowd and all that witness the miracle were amazed at the greatness of God.  Each time that you realize the greatness of God you will be in awe and you will worship Him.  In fact, you don’t just worship anything or anyone but Deity; otherwise it is idolatry.  And it is a powerful testimony and witness to worship Jesus in spirit and truth because He is Deity. Therefore, as a Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism that began on last Saturday, January 17, 2009, it is my prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of building His Kingdom through bringing lost souls to Him as He delivers them from demonic possession and oppression.  Also, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry reaching out to touch other people’s lives in the community and nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin.

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over evil spirits (demons).

· Disciples will have Mountain top experiences with the Lord but they cannot forget earthly realities in the valley or at the foot of the mountain.

· Unbelieving and perverse generations will never receive certain miracles because faith, fasting (to humble you) and prayer are pre-requisites. 

· When you have spiritual encounter with Jesus and you respond positively in humility and faith like the boy’s father, your life and that of your loved ones would be changed for the better.

· When Jesus changes your life and you begin see wondrous things He does, you will worship Him.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to be faithless, unbelieving and perverse.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming obedient to Him.  Such an individual is also delivered from the power of Satan, demons, sin and death; and is assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this New Year and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you unbelieving, perverse and unfaithful in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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