Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

February 1, 2009
    Catching A Fish With A Coin In Its Mouth 
Matthew 17:24-27  
· Where has the month of January gone?  We are already in February!  It is the first Sunday of this February 2009 and this is our Twenty-sixth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Catching A Fish With A Coin In Its Mouth”.  How appropriate this miracle is since January is gone and everyone is either preparing to do or is already doing or done their income tax returns.  Taxes have always been a question in every generation – whether to pay or not.  The miracle of today has to do with either paying taxes or not.

· As we discuss this miracle, let us be mindful that throughout history or the records, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-sixth miracle we are discussing on today took place at Capernaum.  Jesus and His disciples had returned to His Galilean Ministry headquarters at Capernaum after ministering to surrounding regions.  His previous miracle before coming to Capernaum was that of the healing of the demoniac boy we discussed on last Sunday that took place at the foot of the mount of transfiguration. 

· Thus the text for the day reads, “After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?" "Yes, he does," he replied.   When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or from others?"  "From others," Peter answered.   "Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said to him.  "But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours” (Matthew 17:24-27). 

· Please allow me to attempt explaining some terms in this passage.   A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas.  It is about as much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days wages since a denarius is one day’s wage.  It was commonly used to pay the half-shekel temple tax, because 2 drachmas were worth one half shekel of silver.  A stater on the other hand is a silver coin equivalent to four Attic or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel.  A stater is just exactly enough to cover the half-shekel Temple Tax for two people.  A stater is the same a four-drachma coin.  This was the coin that Peter found in the mouth of the first fish he caught and paid the temple tax for Jesus and himself.  The temple tax is not part of the laws written by Moses and I suspect it was instituted by the Pharisees to add to their form of righteousness. 

· The issue of taxes is so controversial because there are always individuals who are legally exempted from paying taxes and those who desire to be exempted even if they earn enough to be taxed.  There are others who know they are required to pay taxes but want to evade it.  Perhaps that was the thinking of the tax collectors in this miracle story.  Others always use the issue of taxes to implicate others to get them into trouble.  For instance when Jesus had used a parable of the tenants to teach the Pharisees how they had rejected the prophets and finally Him, they tried the issue of taxes to trap Him.  Mark 12:13-17 reads, “Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words.  They came to him and said, "Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity.  You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?  Should we pay or shouldn't we?"   But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. "Why are you trying to trap me?" he asked. "Bring me a denarius and let me look at it."  They brought the coin, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  "Caesar's," they replied.  Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's."   And they were amazed at him (Mark 12:13-17).  It is income tax season and the real question is should we pay taxes or not?  This is an issue of integrity.  What you put on your income tax return is an issue of integrity.  Are you going to be sincere or are you going to misrepresent the facts so that you can get a refund check?  

· Jesus here performed this miracle to prove that He is Deity as He has authority over nature and what it produces or does.  Jesus did not have to pay the temple tax since He is Deity and the Lord of the temple. However He submitted to human authority in this matter so as to not offend.  So also Christians have God-given rights that may be best to defer at times for the sake of the ministry.  For example, we read in 1Corinthians 9 that Paul had a right to be paid for his ministry, but gave up that right so as not to hinder the gospel.  Peter catching fish represents the Christian minister bringing people to Christ. It is his legitimate right to receive pay from them as expressed in 1Timothy, “Do not muzzle the ox as it treads out the grain” (1Timothy 5:18).   However, even when the minister is not paid or underpaid, the work of the ministry still has to be done so that the Father will be glorified.  Therefore, as Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism on next Saturday, February 17, 2009, it is my prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of His Kingdom building through bringing lost souls to Him as He delivers them from insincerity,  lack of integrity and unfaithfulness.  Also, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry reaching out to touch other people’s lives in the community and nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin.  And you don’t have to be paid to fulfill you obligation of making disciples for the Lord!

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over nature to determine where everything in nature would be and what it would do.

· Jesus is Lord of the Temple and did not have to pay Temple tax yet He did so as not to cause offense. 

· Jesus is Deity and so He knows what is being spoken even when not physically present because He is Omnipresent. 

· As Deity, Jesus has an amazing control of circumstances because He is Omnipotent.

· Obedience to Jesus’ instructions pays dividends that meet your physical needs.  Peter obeyed Jesus and was able to pay his temple tax through the miracle spoken by Jesus. 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to be disobedient, disloyal and unfaithful as well as tax evaders of the authorities.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven.  Such an individual is also delivered from the power of Satan, demons, sin and death; and is assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for you and me through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  

· And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you disobedient, disloyal and unfaithful in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”. 

·  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

February 8, 2009
    Healing A Blind And Mute Demoniac
Matthew 12:22-37  
· It is the second Sunday of February 2009 and this is our Twenty-seventh sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Blind And Mute Demoniac”.  How appropriate this miracle in our generation where people fail to see things from God’s perspective and fail to speak the truth of God for fear of offending others.

· As we discuss this miracle, let us be mindful that throughout history of mankind, the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs miracles!

· This Twenty-seventh miracle we are discussing on today took place during the ministry of Jesus in Galilee.  Jesus had healed a man with a shriveled hand on the Sabbath Day.  The Pharisees got offended and began to plot to kill Him.  Matthew 11:15-21 informs us that: Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place.  Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was.  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 42:1-4: “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations.  He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.  In his name the nations will put their hope”. 

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see.  All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"  But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons." Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.  If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?  And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges.  But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.  "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.  And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the one to come.  "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.  You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:22-37). 

· Jesus here performed this miracle to prove that He is Deity as He has authority over nature and especially over demons that affect what we see and what we speak.  The tongue can be a deadly poison when control be demons but can be a blessings if controlled by the Holy Spirit.  The heart of a man is usually controlled by the Holy Spirit or by evil spirits (demons).  The eyes feed the heart with truth or falsehood depending on whether you are seeing things from God’s perspective or not. The mouth on the other hand speaks from the abundance of what the heart has been fed.  No wonder Jesus remarked, “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him”.  Blasphemy is speaking against the Holy Spirit.  This is the sin that cannot be forgiven.  So remember the caution that Jesus provided to us that men will have to give an account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  So Mt Traveler members, allow me to ask for inquiry minds what to know: What kind of careless words do you speak in your jokes?  Secondly, what are your eyes feeding on?  Is it the Word of God?  If so your speech will be season with salt that would preserve life.  Otherwise your words will be destructive in nature.  Whatever the case, by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.  Jesus performed this miracle to heal the blind and mute demoniac so that he can see clearly from God’s perspective and speak from the abundance of his heart the things that are of God.   

· Therefore, as Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism, it is my prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of His Kingdom building through soul winning as He first delivers you and then lost souls from spiritual blindness and muteness.  Also, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry to reach out into our community and touch other people’s lives, nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin.  

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over demons to heal a blind and mute demoniac.

· Jesus is Lord of evil so He cannot cast demons with power of Beelzebub. Only evil people can use evil to deceive people but because Jesus is deity, He casts out evil spirits by His own power to heal people to see as God sees and speak godliness when they are healed from spiritual blindness and muteness.

· Always feed your heart with the word of God so that only godliness can be spoken out of your heart.  

· Be careful of your words because they will either acquit or condemn you on the Day of Judgment.

· If you speak blasphemy against the Holy Spirit you will never be forgiven. 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to remain spiritual blind and mute; and to speak blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven by speaking godly and truthfully.  Such an individual is also assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for you and me through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  

· And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you disobedient, disloyal and unfaithful in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”. 

·  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

February 15, 2009
    

Pastor’s 5th Anniversary and Appreciation Day.

Rev. C. M. Wooley preached but did not provided notes for posting to this website.
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February 22, 2009
    Healing A Woman With An 18-Year Infirmity
Luke 13:10-17  
· This is our Twenty-eighth sermon in this series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Woman With An 18-Year Infirmity”.  How appropriate this miracle is in our generation because a spirit that is not good but evil has crippled many people in this generation for a long time that they cannot bear the fruit of righteousness.  It is this evil spirit that causes people to rebel and refuse to repent so as to keep them in lifelong bondage of fear.  This evil spirit operates through ministering spirits of evil that are commonly known as demons.  Demonic influences are great and prevalent in this generation that people are no longer straight but crooked because they have been bent away from righteousness towards evil.  It will only take a miracle to liberate this generation from these demoniac influences, oppressions and suppressions.

· As we discuss this miracle, be mindful that throughout history of mankind the miracles that Jesus performs always have specific purposes.  And in case you have missed it, we have consistently in this series defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby Jesus is the Son, who performed miracles in diverse places. It is Deity alone that performs miracles!

· This Twenty- eighth miracle we are discussing on today took place during the ministry of Jesus in Galilee.  Jesus had been teaching in their synagogues.  Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."  Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'for three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'  'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down (Luke 13:1-9). 

· Thus the text for the day reads, “On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.  When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity."  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.  Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath."  The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?  Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"  When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing” (Luke 13:10-17). 

· Jesus here performed this miracle to prove that He is Deity as He has authority over nature and especially over demons that cripple individuals and bent them over to an extent that they could not be straightened up at all except by a miracle.  Therefore, Mt Traveler members please allow me to ask you: In what areas of your life have you allow demons to bend you over that you cannot be straightened at all?  Is it in the habits you have formed in rebellion to what the Word of God says?  Is it in the area of pride that prevents you from acknowledging that you are a sinner and you must repent?  Or is it in the area of refusing to bear fruit for the Master?  Whatever the case it will take the miracle of Jesus to set your mind straight so that you can begin to do the right things in kingdom building.   

· Therefore, as Mt Traveler continues with its outreach evangelism, it is my sincere desire and earnest prayer that the Lord will convince you of the need of His Kingdom building through soul winning as you straighten your ways and begin to do the right things worthy of being His ambassadors.  Likewise, I pray that the Lord will touch you personally to join the band wagon of Mt Traveler Outreach Evangelism Ministry to reach out into our community and touch other people’s lives, nurturing them with the word of God so that they can see clearly the dangers and effects of the chronic disease call sin.  

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over demons to heal the woman who had been crippled for 18 long years!

· Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath.  And it good to be liberated from the bondage, oppression and suppression of demonic influences, even on the Sabbath Day.

· Mankind is special before God because they are created in the image of God and so they need their deliverance so as to fellowship with Him and worship Him too. The woman praised God after her healing!

· It does not matter how long you have been under the bondage of sin and the demonic influences, oppressions and suppressions Jesus knows who you are and desires to miraculously liberate you but you must present yourself to Him through repentance.  The text informs us that Jesus was teaching in one of their synagogues and a woman was there whom a spirit had crippled for eighteen years. 

· It is dangerous to be a hypocrite!  The Pharisees were hypocrites – always creating their own righteousness and pretending to be holy than thou!!

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes individuals to remain under demonic influences, oppressions, and suppressions.  However, whenever Jesus comes into a life, the individual becomes a believer and begins to see things clearly from God’s perspective thereby becoming a better citizen of this earth and a great ambassador of heaven by speaking godly and truthfully.  Such an individual is also assured of salvation and eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus purchased for you and me by His precious blood through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to all mankind, whosoever would receive it.  You too, can receive this free gift and begin to enjoy it from this moment and for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord, and you will be saved.  

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  

· And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you a hypocrite who is disobedient, disloyal and unfaithful in following Him, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  

· Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”. 

·  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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