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THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

December 6, 2009

The Wicked Husbandmen
Text: Mat. 21:33–46, Mark 12:1–12, Luke 20:9–19
· This is the Twenty-eighth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty-eighth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Wicked Husbandmen”.  The parable of The Wicked Husbandmen teaches us about ingratitude, greed, disloyalty and wickedness.  Why have people become so wicked?  It is because in this generation we have become self-centered, greedy, ungrateful, disrespectful and disloyal to authority and those who have helped us become successful.
· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty-eighth parable of Jesus that “One day as he was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him.  "Tell us by what authority you are doing these things," they said. "Who gave you this authority?"  He replied, "I will also ask you a question. Tell me, John's baptism—was it from heaven, or from men?"  They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Why didn't you believe him?'  But if we say, 'From men,' all the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet."  So they answered, "We don't know where it was from."  Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things” (Luke 20:1-8).  Then Jesus told the parable of The Wicked Husbandmen to teach that about love and trust build loyal relationships while dishonesty destroys such.  Moreover, it is impossible to serve two masters.  Either you are loyal to one and dishonest to the other, or devoted to the one and despise the other.  What it actually amounts to is that you cannot serve both God and money!
· Thus the text for the day reads, “He then began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.  At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard.  But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully.  He sent still another and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat others they killed.  "He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  "But the tenants said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.'  So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.  "What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.  Haven't you read this scripture: "'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?"  Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and went away” (Mark 12:1–12).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us how people can become selfish, greedy that they become disloyal and wicked even to those who have help them along the way to become successful in life.  Their wickedness makes them develop callous mind and then hostile against people that have helped them or the authority that is working for their good.    What makes people selfish, disheartened, greedy, disloyal and wicked is iniquity and transgression.   Iniquity is the root while transgression is the shoot of sin.
· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs you of a loyal relationship with god to become part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her of inner peace because of disloyal relationship devoid of devotion and love for God.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to express you gratitude with your devotion and love in worship.  Also, learn to live right and to care for others whom God has created to seek their salvation.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

December 13, 2009


Unmerciful Servant 
Text: Matthew 18:23–35
· This is the Twenty-ninth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Twenty- ninth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Unmerciful Servant”.  The parable of The Unmerciful Servant teaches us about sin, forgiveness and extending mercy to others because God is merciful towards us.  Failure to forgive others is the root cause of wickedness!  The unmerciful servant is wicked.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Twenty-ninth parable of Jesus is that He was teaching about sin and forgiveness thus: “If your brother sins against you go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."” (Matthew 18:15- 20).  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times seven".  Jesus told the parable of The Unmerciful Servant to teach that forgiveness is very important in building loyal relationships and we ought always to forgive just like we want others to forgive us.  This parable sets the standard procedure for accountability and reconciliation.  Failure to forgive other is the root of wickedness.
· Thus the text for the day reads, “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents (several thousand or million dollars) was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  "The servant fell on his knees before him.  'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'  The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii (a day’s wage).  He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart” (Matthew 18:23–35).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us to always show mercy and forgive others because that is what the Lord God has done for us.  Otherwise we would likely develop wickedness and can never build good loyal relationships.  Wickedness makes men develop callous minds and hostile attitudes that destroy healthy and loyal relationships.   Wickedness is sin.  Unless we learn to forgive others, we will not be forgiven by God.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs you of a loyal relationships with God to become part of His kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her of inner peace because of disloyal relationship devoid of devotion and love for God.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to forgive others who have sinned against you.  Also, learn to live right and to care enough about others, whom God has created, to seek their salvation and build healthy relationships with them.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

December 20, 2009

The Wise and the Foolish Builders
Text: Matthew 7:24–27
· This is the Thirtieth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Thirtieth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Wise and the Foolish Builders”.  The parable of The Wise and the Foolish Builders teaches us that it is worthless to learn anything if you never put it to use.  Applying the knowledge you have acquired and understood is wisdom.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Thirtieth parable of Jesus is that He was teaching on several issues in Matthew 7 including judging others - being careful to see our faults before seeing the faults of others;  prayers – ask, seek, and knock and how God knows how to give good gifts; and about gates – making the right choice of the gate to enter because you have only two choices: the wide gate that leads to destruction and the narrow gate that leads to life.  Then around the fifteenth verse, Jesus warned sternly, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your Name and in your Name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:15- 23).  Then immediately following these teachings, Jesus told the parable of The Wise and the Foolish Builders to teach that it is foolishness not to practice the knowledge you have acquired and understood because it is wisdom if you practice it.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:24–29).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us it folly not to practice the knowledge acquired and understood.  Perhaps that is why there is so much foolishness in the church which is a group of people who know the truth from the scriptures but sometimes never practices that truth.  Failure to practice the truth is sin. Sin has its consequence – the wages of sin is death (eternal separation from God).

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from practicing the truth and having the right relationship with God to become part of His kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her practicing the truth of God and be wise.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to practice the truth of God to be wise.  Also, learn to live right and to care enough about others whom God has created by applying wisdom to seek their salvation and build redemptive and healthy relationships with them.   Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

“Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CHRISTMAS: 

December 25, 2009


The Reason To Rejoice

Text: Isaiah 61:1–11
· Merry Christmas to you in the precious Name of Jesus.  Someone might be questioning in their mind – what is merry about Christmas?  After all the economy is sore; the creditors are on my nerves –they never quit calling at odd hours; I cannot feed my family decently anymore – everything has become very expensive in the store;  I have lost my job and my car and house are for repossession or have been repossessed.   What is merry about Christmas?  My spouse has walk out on me, my children or parents have deserted me.  Hey, the government is not helping either.  Business is as usual in Washington. The congress is still acting like they don’t care about poor.  It is even worse with the banks – they were bailed out with tax payers’ money, yet they are over charging interests on tax payer and giving themselves exorbitant end –of-year bonuses.  And, I thought perhaps racism will end and die as soon as President Obama was inaugurated, but it is still alive and well.  What is merry about Christmas?

· Well let me help you refocus!  Obama is not the savior of the world!!  Christmas is not merry because the savior of the world was born by a virgin call Mary.  Christmas is merry when you understand the purpose of the savior’s birth.  He was not born to be a political savior.  He came to be a savior from sin.  His purpose is to create righteousness in the world: A righteousness not earned by individuals’ efforts but imputed through faith in the savior of the world.  He came to set mankind free from the fear, sin, death and Satan.  And this is why we can rejoice.  Christmas is merry because we can rejoice in the fact that a savior was born to give us freedom from all kinds of oppressions stemming from fear, sin, death and Satan.

· Thus the text for the day reads;

· “1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

· 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
· 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 
· 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 
· Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.  

· 6 And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God.  You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. 
· 7 Instead of their shame my people will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs. 
· 8 "For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.  In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
· 9 Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples.  All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed." 
· 10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
· 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.” (Isaiah 61:1–11).

· The people of God rejoice at Christmas because they know they have been forgiven.  Your love and devotion in worship and service is a good indicator of how much you appreciate the forgiveness you have received from the Lord.  The hindrance to worship and expression of love to God at times is due to our refusal to receive forgiveness from the Lord.  We prefer to continue in sin; and ask who is it that has power to forgive sin rather than confessing our sins and receiving our forgiveness from the Lord.  The Word says in 1John 1:8-10, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives”.  Once forgiven you must understand it is by faith that you are saved to walk in newness of life with peace.  With a peace of mind and heart knowing you have been forgiven and declared righteous by your faith in Jesus celebrated at Christmas is enough reason to rejoice.  We rejoice because we know that joy has come to the world because Christ the king has come.  

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what robs you of the joy of Christmas and thus prevents you from becoming part of God’s kingdom to have eternal life by refusing to accept the kingship of Jesus Christ.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience on this Christmas Day, 2009 without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that has rob him/her of inner joy that would cause them to rejoice at Christmas.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to rejoice for the gift of Christ that ensures us eternal life.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

December 27, 2009

Building a Tower and Waging War

Luke 14:28–33

· This is the Thirty-first sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this Thirty-first sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “Building a Tower and Waging War”.  The parable of Building a Tower and Waging War teaches us that it is prudence to plan before you do anything.  It is wisdom to count your cost before undertaking any decision in life.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this Thirty-first parable of Jesus is that He was teaching as an iterant minister and “large crowds were traveling with Him, and turning to them he said: If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.  And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25-27).  Then immediately following these teachings, Jesus told the parable of Building a Tower and Waging War to teach that it is foolishness not to count your cost before you embark on any decision in life.

· Thus the text for today reads, “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:28–33).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us it folly not to count your cost before embarking on any life’s decision.  Perhaps that is why there is so much foolishness in the church because we always assume the Church has resources when we personally do not contribute to it.  A Church must always count its cost before embarking on life’s decisions.  Failure to do so leads to assumptions and misunderstandings in the Church that causes us to sin. Sin has its consequence – the wages of sin is death (eternal separation from God).

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from counting our costs before making life’s decisions that lead to having the right relationship with God and becoming part of His kingdom to have eternal life.  But remember that eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Also, salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to anyone with the chronic disease of sin that prevents you from counting your costs before embarking on life’s decision.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to always count your cost before making life’s decisions.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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