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THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

August 2, 2009

The Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1–14, Luke 14:7–24
· This is the twelfth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For the twelfth sermon in this series, we shall focus today on the parable of “The Wedding Feast”.  The parable of the Wedding Feast provides us with an understanding of God’s kingdom as regards to the open invitation that it has to everyone, but you must be properly dressed with humility and the right kind of faith (faith in the Lord Jesus Christ) to be welcome in.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· This twelfth parable of Jesus that we are considering on today was told as Jesus taught in series of parables in the temple courts when His authority was questioned.  Matthew reports, “Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"  Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  John's baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"  They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?'  But if we say, 'From men'—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  So they answered Jesus, "We don't know."  Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things."” (Matthew 21:23-27).  Then He went on to tell them the parables of the two sons, the tenants and the wedding banquet.

· Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:” The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  "Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'  "But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business.  The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come.  Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.'  So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.  'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.  "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  "For many are invited, but few are chosen "” (Matthew 22:1-14).  Luke’s version reads, “When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: "When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited.  If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God."  Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'  "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.'  "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'  "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'  "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'  " 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'  "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.' "” (Luke 14:7-24).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about His authority as king in His kingdom and the prerequisites for invitees to meet in order to enter the kingdom of God and partake in the wedding banquet.  The invitation to the banquet in His kingdom is opened to whosoever will come.  But an improper dress code disqualifies any invitee from entry into the banquet.  The proper dress codes for this wedding banquet at Jesus’ kingdom are faith in Him, commitment without excuses and humility.  If you have ears please listen carefully.  Jesus said, many are called or invited to the banquet in His Kingdom but few are chosen.  In short while we shall give this same invitation.  Will you receive the invitation with the right dress code?

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the chronic disease that disqualifies mankind from becoming part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life and partake in the wedding banquet. Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free but very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin to receive your forgiveness.  Once accepted by God in His Kingdom, then you can partake in the wedding banquet of the Lamb of God.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin, which is the wrong dress code to the banquet but who desires to be saved and/become part of God’s kingdom to have the appropriate dress code for the banquet.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to keep on your correct dress code for the banquet; because many are invited but few are chosen simply based on their choice of the appropriate dress code to be part of the great wedding banquet in God’s kingdom. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience so that you can have the appropriate attire for the banquet.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

August 9, 2009

Pharisee and the Publican

Luke 18:9–14
· This is the thirteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this thirteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus today on the parable of “Pharisee and the Publican”.  The parable of the Pharisee and the Publican provides us with an understanding of God’s kingdom as regards to the proper dress code of humility and the right kind of faith (faith in the Lord Jesus Christ) to be heard at the throne of grace during prayers.

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· Luke Chapter seventeen opens with Jesus teaching on sin, faith and duty of a servant.  He emphatically stated, “"Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come.  It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.  So watch yourselves.  "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him."  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'?  Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'?  Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'we are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’” (Luke 17:1-10).  Then Jesus went on to do some miracle ministry.  He then addressed the issue of the coming of the Kingdom of God because someone had asked Him.  He responded, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'there it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you”. Then he told them the parable of the persistent widows to teach them that they ought to always pray in faith, followed by the parable of Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector to teach about the dress code of humility in prayers.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'  "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'  "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." ” (Luke 18:9-14).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about the proper dress codes for us to have our prayers answered. These dress codes include persistence in prayer with faith and humility. 

· So allow me to conclude this message with the story that is told about a small boy who listened quietly as the preacher began to give his third and final altar call.  He watched as no one moved --- no one needed prayer. No one needed forgiveness. Everyone seemed pleased with his or her live. The boy realized that even though he didn't quite understand --- he believed in Jesus and down the aisle he ran! He fell to his knees and began to pray. As the preacher knelt by his side he heard the small boy say: "Jesus I know you know who I am but in case you've forgotten --- my name is Sam. I'm the one who always wants his own way and won't listen to what others have to say. And I'm the one that never helps out. And I know you saw what I did the other day --- I got mad and pushed a little boy down and out of my way! But Jesus I just want you to know I’m sorry for all the bad things I’ve done. And I want to do better so maybe you can love me and forgive me too. I want to grow up to be like these people here today --- for they must never do anything wrong or I guess you'd be hearing them ask for forgiveness too. And Jesus help me to be more like you instead of more like me!" The preacher stood up with tears in his eyes and the congregation too had begun to cry. For this humble child had taught them the true meaning of how they should pray and how to humbly ask for forgiveness. They knew in their hearts just how complacent, apathetic and satisfied they had become --- when down the aisle this small child ran.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, especially the sin of pride, is what hinders our prayers from being answered and deprives us from becoming part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life. Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free but very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin, especially pride - which is the wrong dress code to approach the throne of Grace in prayer.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to keep on your correct dress codes of persistency in faith and humility in prayers. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

August 16, 2009

The Talents

Matthew 25:14–30, Luke 19:11–27
· This is the fourteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. It is Homecoming weekend at Mt Traveler, but we must be reminded that the Lord’s second coming is also at hand. So, for this fourteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Talents”.  The parable of The Talents provides us with an insight to God’s kingdom as regards to the second coming of the Lord and the need to be diligent in using our giftedness; watchful for His return; and prepared to be accountable to God as to how His gifts to us have been employed for building His Kingdom and how faithful we have been in using these resources.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus did use parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· In Matthew twenty-four the disciples had asked Jesus, “what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you.  For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of birth pains.  "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house.  Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.  For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.  If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.  At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible.  See, I have told you ahead of time.  "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.  For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.  "Immediately after the distress of those days" 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.  I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth; he will put him in charge of all his possessions.  But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.  The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

· Then in Matthew Chapter twenty-five Jesus told them the parables of Ten Virgins; the Talents; and the Sheep and the Goats.  Thus the text for the day reads, “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.  So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.   "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'  "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  " 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' ” (Matthew 25:14-30).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how we ought to be vigilant concerning the Lord’s return so as to be diligent in putting His gifts and resources to us into appropriate use to build His Kingdom.  For we have to be prepared to give an account of our stewardship and how faithful we have been with these resources at the judgment after His second coming. 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin,  is what prevents us from being vigilant, diligent and faithful with God’s gifts and resources to us.  As a result, sin will cause us to misuse and abuse God’s gifts and resources and consequently deprive us from becoming part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free but very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin, especially the sin of unfaithfulness through disobedience – to come to repentance and be saved.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to vigilant, diligent, faithful and accountable for the resources God has blessed you with. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PARABLES OF JESUS 

August 23, 2009
The Budding Fig Tree
Mat. 24:30–36, Mrk 13:28–32, Luke 21:29–33
· This is the fifteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this fifteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Budding Fig Tree”.  The parable of The Budding Fig Tree also provides us with an insight to God’s kingdom as regards to the second coming of the Lord and the need to be vigilant and watchful for the sign of His return.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· In Matthew twenty-four the disciples had asked Jesus, “what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  So Jesus began to teach them about the signs of His return and the end times as He answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you.  For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of birth pains.  "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house.  Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.  For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.  If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.  

· After describing the events of the end times how people will have no faith in each other; become self-centered and become increasingly wicked and how life in general will become greatly distressful, then Jesus told them the parable of the budding fig tree following a stern warning that there will be many false prophets and many deceivers with deceit very prevalent as the norm.  Thus the text for the day reads, “At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible.  See, I have told you ahead of time.  "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.  For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.  "Immediately after the distress of those days" 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.  I tell you the truth; this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:30-36).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how we ought to be vigilant concerning the Lord’s return.  Use your eyes to observe, your ears to hear the truth and common sense so that you can be vigilant to understand the signs of the end times and His coming.  Therefore, let anyone who anticipates His second coming purifies himself and lead a righteous life in preparation for the rupture and the judgment to come. 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents us from being vigilant to live a righteous life in anticipation of His second coming for judgment.  As a result, sin will cause us to live in deceit and being deceived so as not to become part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free but very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son for your salvation to provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to vigilant in preparation of the rupture and the great Judgment Day. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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The Friend at Night

Luke 11:5–10
· This is the sixteenth sermon in the series on the PARABLES OF JESUS.  There are thirty-three parables of Jesus Christ in the synoptic Gospels, although some have raised the number to sixty by including His proverbial expressions. For this sixteenth sermon in this series, we shall focus on the parable of “The Friend at Night”.  The parable of The Friend at Night provides us with an insight on how to pray with consistency and persistence.  

· Recall that the Parables of Jesus are quite simple, memorable stories, often with humble imagery, each with a single message.  The parables were simple and memorable enough to survive in an oral tradition before they were written down years after Jesus' death for us to read.  The parables of Jesus are combine simplicity, profundity, elementary emotion and spiritual intensity to form the finest literary art in the world. For our considerations, we shall define a parable as “placing along by the side of”.   Someone has stated that a parable is an earthly story to clarify a heavenly message of significance. Thus one can understand why Jesus used parables in his teaching.  In fact, there were several reasons why Jesus use parables in His teachings, some of which include: 

· To attract attention and draw crowds to Him by the power of good stories.

· To stimulate inquiry in His disciples thereby stirring their minds to think.

· To state truth in crisp or succinct form to be easily remembered; and later “digested” or understood.

· To convey His meaning only to His disciples because of the increased opposition of His enemies who were seeking occasion to misquote and/or misrepresent His sayings. 

· To fulfill prophecy (as in Psalms 78:1-2) 

· Since there is often injustice in interpreting the Parables of Jesus, we shall endeavor to apply the following principles: 

· 1) Always seek to understand the language of the parable.  

· 2) Study and interpret each parable in its context.  

· 3) As a general rule Jesus sought to make one point by the use of a parable.  

· Often we make a serious mistake when we attempt to apply every little detail in these parables.  For instance when Jesus made the statement that His second coming will be as a thief in the night – it is simply that. He never meant to place Himself in the company of robbers, thieves and burglars!

· The context of this sixteenth parable is that one day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."  He said to them, "When you pray, say: " Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one ' ".  Then Jesus told His disciples the parable of the Friend in the Night.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'  "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.'  I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness (or persistence) he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” (Luke 11:5-10).

· This parable of Jesus is teaching us about how we ought to be persistent and consistent in our prayers.  Too often we do not know how to pray.  We need to ask the Lord to teach us how to pray.  Prayer is most effective when there is a relationship involved.  Recall that the one in need went to his friend.  And we all know the axiom: “A friend in need is a friend in deed”.   And so let me introduce you to a friend that truly sticks to you and with you closer than a brother.  His name is Jesus for He came to save his people from their sin.  His name is Immanuel meaning God with us.  So, Jesus is truly a true relation builder.  You too can have a relationship with Him and God the Father.  John said as many or whosoever receives Him, to them He gives the right to become the children of God.   

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin, is what prevents you from becoming a child of God and be able to pray to Him persistently and consistently.  And without a relationship with God, you cannot become part of the kingdom of God to have eternal life.  Eternal life in the kingdom of God is available to whosoever that would believe in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Salvation in the kingdom of God is free although very expensive.  It cost God His only begotten Son to die on Calvary to purchase your salvation and provide you eternal life free of charge. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that anyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come and make a commitment to Him just as you are but in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior by humbly repenting of your sin and receive your forgiveness.  

· And so we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with the chronic disease of sin that needs to repent and be saved.  All you need to do is to repent of your sin, accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him that He is Lord because He died and rose again for you to be saved from your sins, and you will be saved. Once you are saved you need to understand that it is your obligation and responsibility to learn how to pray and relate properly with God and the rest of His family members. Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you humbly come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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