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Healing A Withered Hand    
Mat. 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11

· This is our Ninth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Withered Hand”.  I want you to understand that for every miracle that Jesus performed there is a purpose.  

· Also, I hope you have not forgotten our definition of a miracle.  For those who have forgotten the definition and those who are here for the first time during this sermon series, a miracle is the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit).  In the Godhead or deity, the Son is Jesus. 

· This ninth miracle we shall focus on today took place on a Sabbath Day in a Synagogue after Jesus had affirmed that He is the Lord of the Sabbath.  All three authors – Matthew, Mark and Luke agreed in their reports.  Their reports are summarized as follows: One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as His disciples walked along on the Sabbath, they were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them.  When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, ‘Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath’.  He answered, ‘haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.  Or haven't you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent?  I tell you that one greater than the temple is here. If you had known what these words mean, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice’ (Hosea 6:6), you would not have condemned the innocent.  For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 

· Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they asked him, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?’  He said to them, ‘If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath’.  Then he said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand’.  So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.  But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus” (Matthew 12:9-14).  Mark’s version reads, “Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there.  Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.  Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, ‘Stand up in front of everyone’.  Then Jesus asked them, ‘which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?’  But they remained silent.  5He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand’.  He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.  Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus” (Mark 3:1-6).   Then Luke’s version reads, “On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.   The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.  But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, ‘get up and stand in front of everyone’.  So he got up and stood there.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?’  He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand’.  He did so, and his hand was completely restored.  But they were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus” (Luke 5:6-11).

· Whichever version you read, the significance of this miracle is fivefold:

· This miracle proves that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath and we ought to worship Him rather than the Sabbath Day.

· The man with the withered hand was limited in his reaching out to help others.  Similarly the church is limited in reaching out because its outreach arms are crippled by complacency of its members.  Church members prefer to worship days rather than the Lord of the days.  Your devotion to God depends on your relationship with Him.  If you are not fully sold out in loving God, your worship will be limited.  You will choose when and where to worship.  However if you have totally falling in love with Jesus, you will worship Him in spirit and in truth.  Time and space would not limit your worship.

· Man is more valuable than a sheep in men as well as God’s side.  So your salvation is much more important than that of animals.  However, your salvation is not based on where or when you worship but on whom you worship.  So also, your justification does not depend on your sacrifices or dos and don’ts but solely on the mercy of God.  Or didn’t you hear the Word declare that ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifices!’ And also, “it is better to obey than sacrifices!”

· It is good and lawful to do good on the Sabbath or any other day that the Lord has made, to save lives rather than destroy them.  This proves your devotion to the Lord of the Sabbath as you do good to all men, especially to those of the household of God.

· People will dislike you for choosing to do the right thing.  People will criticize you for choosing to be on the Lord’s side and worshipping Him in spirit and truth regardless of time and space.  You will be despised and rejected and persecuted for righteousness sake just like they did to the Lord of the Sabbath.  However, His mercy would work salvation and peace for you if you trust Him and receive it.  

· And so as we conclude this wonderful worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that when you receive the mercy of God, your limitation to worship Him will be removed; and your worship in spirit and in truth, which is not limited by time, and space will be restored.   This is why John reported that the Samaritan woman at the well was limited in her worship because she did not know whom she was worshipping.  And Jesus had to tell her, “You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:22-24).   You can only worship God in spirit and truth when you know Him.  You know Him by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior because He is Deity.

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

October 12, 2008


Raising a widow's son     


Luke 7:11-17
· This is our Tenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Raising A Widow’s Son”.  And it is just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a purpose.  

· Also, it is my desire that we keep in mind the definition of a miracle we have already provided.  For those who have forgotten the definition and those who are here for the first time during this sermon series, we have defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit).  In the Godhead or deity, the Son is Jesus. 

· This tenth miracle we shall focus on today took place in a town called Nain in the region of Galilee about 25 miles Southwest of Capernaum, the Headquarter of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee.  In this miracle, there was no direct request made of Jesus.  Rather we see Jesus taking the initiative here to show his compassion and empathy towards the needy ones who have no one to care of them.  This tenth miracle is the first of three miracles where Jesus raised individuals from the dead. After the widow's son of Nain, there is Jairus' daughter in Capernaum (Luke 8:41-56), and finally his friend Lazarus in Bethany, just outside of Jerusalem (John 11:1-46).

· Please allow me to inform you that this miracle also took place when Jesus' Galilean ministry had grown and His popularity had increased as He engaged in an itinerant teaching ministry, going from town to town throughout the whole region of Galilee declaring the Good News of the Kingdom of God.  At this time many crowds followed Him.

· Thus the text for the day as reported by Dr. Luke reads, “Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him.  As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don't cry’.  Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.  They were all filled with awe and praised God. ‘A great prophet has appeared among us’, they said.  ‘God has come to help his people’.  This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country” (Luke 7:11-17).

· The significances of this miracle is fivefold:

· This miracle proves that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the resurrection and life because He is deity with authority to give life again as its Creator.  Notice that in verse 13, that Luke refers to Jesus as "the Lord" for the first time, and more commonly after this event. The title "Lord" conveys more than just "Sir" or "Your Lordship." It connotes divinity, since the Hebrew word Adonai, "Lord," is the word the Jews spoke out loud when they read God's name "Yahweh" in the Hebrew text.

· Jesus empathizes with the needy, has compassion toward them and therefore looks over them.  In the Old Testament as well as the New Testament, God regards widows and orphans in a special category in which He himself takes the authoritative role over them normally reserved for husbands or parents. For instance: Ex 22:22-23 “Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry”.  Jeremiah 49:11  “Leave your orphans; I will protect their lives. Your widows too can trust in me”.  James 1:27  “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world”.  These verses do explain Jesus’ special intervention in this case.  He is particularly empathetic with those who are needy and have no one to look after them.  It is because of this attribute that when Jesus Himself died on the cross He made sure to provide for His own mother by having John look after her.

· This miracle teaches us something about God and prayers.  The key words in this wonderful episode of Jesus raising the widow's son are these: "When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, 'Don't cry' " (7:13).  There are two kinds of Christian theologies: One believes that everything is predetermined and that nothing can change God's mind and the other believes that God can be moved from his original plans by the prayers of his children.  The determinists would argue that God still never changes his mind. That he also predetermined that someone should pray. I strongly believe in predestination because the Bible clearly teaches it (for example, Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1:5, 11), even though I don't claim to understand it.  None of us has ever personally experienced the ability to predestine something; all we can do is to only speculate how it works.  However, the scripture offers many instances where men and women of faith ask for help, and are granted it, even though under normal experiences they might have gone on for the rest of their lives with sin or weakness or sickness or oppression. Does prayer change anything?  The answer is a resounding, “Yes!” because experience as well as the scripture teaches that it does indeed change things. It also teaches that prayers could be offered silently and that God can and does intervene in the normal running of his universe.  For instance in this miracle, the young man is dead -- his life cut short perhaps by sickness even though death is a "normal" experience in our fallen world. Then Jesus saw the mother's tears, realizes that this widow had no husband and other children mourning beside her as she has lost her only son, was moved with compassion, and intervened because He is Deity and raised the young man.

· This miracle caused the crowd to be all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us”, they said.  “God has come to help his people” (NIV) or “God hath visited his people” (KJV, 7:16). This is reminiscent of God's intervention in Egypt at the time of Moses: “And the people believed: and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped” (Exodus 4:31, KJV).  Similarly John the Baptist's father, Zechariah had prophesied with similar words at John's birth: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David" (Luke 1:68-69, KJV).  

· Finally, this miracles reminds us that when God has perform a miracle in our lives, we should not just stop at worshipping and praising Him but must go on to tell someone else about God’s goodness.  This is how the Good News of salvation gets spread out. Verse 17 of text for the day thus concludes, “This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country”. 

· And so as we conclude this wonderful worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that when you receive the mercy of God, you ought to worship Him and spread the “Good News”.   You cannot do any of these unless you have been born again and the Holy Spirit placed within you.  You are born again when you accept Jesus Christ (who is Deity) as your personal Lord and savior.

· Furthermore we cannot conclude this worship experience without giving you an opportunity to have this personal relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

October 19, 2008
Calming the Stormy Sea     Mat. 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25
· This is our Eleventh week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Calming the Stormy Sea”.  And it is just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a purpose.  

· Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus. 

· This eleventh miracle we shall focus on today took place on the Lake of Galilee.  This miracle also took place when Jesus' Galilean ministry had grown and His popularity had increased as He engaged in His itinerant teaching ministry, going from town to town throughout the whole region of Galilee.  Mathew informs us that this miracle took place after Jesus had completed teaching on what it cost to be a disciple.  At this time many crowds followed Him.  When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake.  Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go’.  Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head’.  Another disciple said to him, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father’.  But Jesus told him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead’.  Mark places this miracle after Jesus taught using the parable of the Mustard seed and other parables thus: ‘what shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.   He did not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything”.  Dr. Luke places this miracle after His mother and brothers came looking for Him during His itinerant teaching ministry from town to town throughout the whole region of Galilee.  He reported that when Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, they were unable to get near him because of the crowd.  Someone then told him, ‘your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you’.   His response was my mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.

· Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.  Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.  The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We're going to drown!’  He replied, ‘you of little faith, why are you so afraid?’ Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.   The men were amazed and asked what kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!” (Matthew 8:23-27).   Mark’s version reads “That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, ‘let us go over to the other side’.  Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, ‘Teacher, don't you care if we drown?’ He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’ Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.   He said to his disciples, why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’  They were terrified and asked each other, Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey Him!” (Mark 4:35-41).  Dr. Luke’s version reads, “One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘let's go over to the other side of the lake’.  So they got into a boat and set out.  As they sailed, he fell asleep.  A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.   The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we're going to drown!  He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.  ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples.  In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this?’  He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him” (Luke 8:22-25).

· The significance of this miracle is fivefold:

· This miracle proves that Jesus Christ is the Lord over nature with authority over the wind and the sea to just speak to them and everything calms down because He is deity and the creator of them all.  

· During our lifetime, storms will surely come.  These storms sometimes come suddenly without warning. When the storms come to you who do you consult with first?  Is it your doctor, lawyer, counselor, banker, etc. or Christ? You have to remember that as long as Christ is with you in the storm there is no need to panic because He is deity and has authority over the storm. 

· Disciples must take Jesus at His word when He says let us go to the other side of the lake and not be afraid when the storms of live arise along the way.  Your faith has to be in Christ always.  Do not fear the storms of life because Jesus is the Creator of them and has authority over them.

· Jesus was also human and so needed some rest after a hard day’s work.  He has been teaching all day until evening.  As such He was tired and when to sleep to get some rest.  Each person needs rest after a hard day’s labor – that is how God created us.  If you don’t take time to rest, God will somehow force you to rest.

· When He woke up and rebuke the storm, His disciples recognized who truly He was – Deity and they revered with amazement wondering this must be the Creator! 

· And so as we conclude this wonderful worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that when you are in a storm of life, always remain calm and let Jesus take control.  Do not panic and begin to worry rather trust Jesus and worship Him because He is Deity.   You cannot do any of these unless you have been born again and the Holy Spirit has been placed within you.  You are born again when you accept Jesus Christ (who is Deity) as your personal Lord and savior.

· Furthermore we cannot conclude this worship experience without giving you an opportunity to have this personal relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE 128TH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE EBENEZER DISTRICT MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION: THE HEAVENLY VISON

OCTOBER 22, 2008

 The Morals of The Church

Ephesians 4:17-5:20
· Moderator Pulliam, fellow Pastors and Ministers of the Gospel, the Officers of Ebenezer District Association, Officers of our various churches, brothers and sisters in the Lord and friends, we greet you tonight in the precious name of Jesus.  Today we have the responsibility of preaching the doctrinal sermon for our theme for the Association that reads: “The Heavenly Vision – The Morals of the Church”.  Please allow me to submit to you upfront that if the Church is to preserve the Heavenly Vision, it must be cognizant of its Morals.  

· In this generation, where moral decadence is on the increase, the Church needs Biblical Principles for Examining Moral Issues.  Some of the basic questions to ask include: How should we determine what conduct is moral or immoral? What Biblical principles show what is morally right or wrong? It is very true that the Bible is God's absolute standard of authority to reveal His will, yet we as the Church must study to understand and apply it. As such what does God's word say about stewardship, influence, example, and temptation? What priorities should we follow? How should we use the life and character of Jesus as our example? 

· To ensure that the Morals of the Church are of high standards we must consider Biblical guidelines for moral living and conduct by asking the following questions: 

· Does the Bible prohibit the conduct we are engaged in, either in general or specific terms?

· Will this conduct be good stewardship?

· Will this conduct encourage others to serve god better, or will it set a bad example? 

· Will this conduct place me in circumstances that help or that hinder my own service to God?

· Is this conduct consistent with the standards I profess to follow and expect of others? 

· Will this conduct harmonize with proper priorities or cause me to neglect them?

· Will I be acting in love for God and man?

· Would I want to be doing this when Jesus returns and would I do it in His presence? 

· Would Jesus Do This?

· Some of the Moral issues that the Church has to consider in our generation include:

· Homosexuality: The homosexual movement has proclaimed "gay liberation." Homosexuals and lesbians demand that people accept their sexual orientation as an "alternate lifestyle." But is homosexuality moral or immoral? Should benefits be given to them as "domestic partners"? Does the Bible teach that God wants us to accept and tolerate homosexuality? Is every Christian who opposes homosexual practices a "homophobe"? Should we accept gay marriage?
· Divorce and Remarriage: What does the bible teach about who may divorce and remarry?  Divorce and remarriage have become common as civil law allows no-fault divorce. A husband or wife may dissolve a marriage for almost any grounds and remarry, regardless of the will of their spouse. Divorce laws in America are so lax that almost anyone can dissolve a marriage and remarry at any time for any reason. With "no-fault" divorce, a husband or wife can claim "incompatibility" or "irreconcilable differences" and get a divorce no matter how much their spouse objects. The result is that many people marry without considering the teaching of the Bible.  Is fornication (or adultery) the only Scriptural grounds for divorce, or does the gospel allow marriage to be dissolved for other grounds? Please we must consider this Biblical teaching careful.  This is because many forces in society defend the practice of easy divorce.  In actual fact what is right or wrong is determined by the Creator of the Universe.  Men will be judged according to whether or not we have conformed our lives to His will (John 12:48).  The will of man often differs from God's (Prov. 14:12; Isa. 55:8-9; 2 Cor. 10:12-18; Luke 16:15-18). Since the Bible reveals God's will, we must learn what it says about divorce and remarriage (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 14:37; Eph. 3:3-5; 2 Pet. 1:21).   Does the Bible say Divorce and Remarriage Is Moral or Immoral?  The general teaching of the New Testament is that divorce is contrary to God's will, and that remarriage following divorce constitutes adultery.  Note that there is one exception to this general rule is the case of fornication of Matthew 19: 9.

· Abortion: Abortion and the Bible: Pro-Life or Pro-Choice?  Is abortion moral or immoral? Is the unborn life in the mother's womb (the "fetus") a separate individual human being, or is it just part of the mother's body? Does it have a right to life? Should the decision to abort be left up to a woman and her doctor? Is abortion murder? Is it justified if the mother is unmarried or in cases of poverty, deformity, handicaps, abuse, incest, or rape? What if having a baby would cause serious inconvenience or even threaten the life of the mother? Should a Christian be pro-life or pro-choice? What does the Bible teach?  In all the wars fought by the USA, a total of over 1.2 million soldiers have died. The war on the unborn indicate that since the United States Supreme Court ruled in 1973 that unborn babies could legally be killed, between 1 and 1.5 million unborn babies have been legally killed in this country every year. The yellow pages of any phone book list several nearby clinics where women can "terminate a pregnancy."  But no human legislature and no human court has final authority over what is morally right or wrong. Nazi law and Communist law allowed the killing of millions of Jewish adults. Was that moral? God is the final authority in determining what is morally right or wrong, regardless of what any man may say (Isa. 55:8,9; Luke 16:15; 1 Cor. 1:18-25). We must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).

· Drinking Alcoholic Beverages: What does the Bible say about the use of alcoholic beverages? Are social drinking and the use of alcoholic beverages, as practiced in modern society, pleasing to God? Are modern wines the same as Bible wines? Was "wine" in the Bible always alcoholic? Did ancient people know how to preserve grape juice from fermenting? What does the Bible teach about sobriety, drunkenness, and intoxication? What effect does drinking have on health and on a Christian's influence? "Wine" in the Bible sometimes refers to fermented (alcoholic) drinks.  See Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-32; 1 Samuel 1:13-16; Genesis 9:21-27; 19:30-38 plus references below regarding drunkenness.  No New Testament passage speaks favorably of fermented wine drunk undiluted. Many scriptures speak unfavorably of it.  "Wine" in the Bible sometimes refers to unfermented grape juice.  Like our word "cider," Bible "wine" may be fermented or unfermented. Isaiah 16:10 - tread out wine in the presses.  Jeremiah 48:33 - wine from the presses.  Isaiah 65:8 - wine in the cluster.  Genesis 40:9-11 - grapes squeezed into the cup.  Revelation 19:15 - like treading grapes causes juice to flow, so God's punishment would cause blood to flow like wine (Greek OINOS) from the press.  John 2:1-11 - After people had already drunk all the wine (vv 10,3), Jesus provided another 120-180 gallons. If this "wine" was alcoholic like modern alcoholic drinks, Jesus would have provided for excessive drinking.  These and many other passages refer to "wine" favorably or as a blessing, but the "wine" is clearly not alcoholic. The blessing of "wine" in the Bible refers to unfermented grape juice.  Revelation 14:10 - wine was considered strong if "without mixture" ("unmixed" - ASV; "undiluted with water" - Thayer). (Encyclopedias confirm this was the view.)  Ancient people did know how to preserve unfermented wine.  At least 4 ways were known: 

· Boiling (kill bacteria and seal juice in a jar like canning, or boil to produce syrup).

· Filtering (to remove the yeast)

· Cooling (no fermentation below 45 degrees, yeast settles out - see Zondervan's Dictionary.)

· Preservatives added (such as sulfur).  These methods are confirmed by any good encyclopedia; see also Bible Wines by Patton.  Note that fermenting grape juice to wine is just as hard as preserving it as grape juice. If grape juice ferments naturally, the most likely thing to happen is that it ferments to vinegar!

Modern Alcoholic Beverages:

· Distilled drinks (such as whiskey) were unknown in Bible times.

· Modern wines are more alcoholic than Palestinian wines, because our grapes gave higher alcohol content and because distilled alcohol is now sometimes added.

· The total alcohol content of a typical modern drink is the same regardless of what kind of beverage is consumed, because less-alcoholic drinks are used in greater amount. A 1-ounce "shot" of whiskey (50% alcohol) contains as much alcohol as one glass of modern wine (10-23% alcohol) or as one can or bottle of beer (4-6% alcohol). Should a Christian drink a shot of whiskey? If not, why would it be acceptable to drink a glass of wine or a can of beer? 

Bible Teaching about Drinking Alcohol

· Intoxication (drunkenness) is expressly condemned

· Passages to consider: Ephesians 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8; Romans 13:13; Galatians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:10; Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-32; 1 Peter 4:3

· Evidences for God, Jesus, & the Bible: What evidence or apologetics does the Christian religion offer as proof or reasons to believe that God exists, the Bible is God's inspired word, and  Jesus Christ is the Divine Son of God? What are the origins of the Universe, earth, plants, animals, and people: Divine creation or evolution? Have Old Testament prophecies of nations, cities, and Christ been fulfilled? What about miracles and the resurrection as proofs for Jesus? What testimony was offered by Jesus Himself, God the Father, and John the Baptist? How does the evidence for Christianity compare to that of other world religions? Therefore it is a moral obligation for the Church to study apologetics, evidences, and proofs of the Christian faith.  The Bible makes three fundamental claims:

· The God of the Bible exists and is the one true God.  Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Hebrews 11:6 - We must believe that God exists.  Deuteronomy 4:35,39; 6:4 - The God who claims to speak through the Bible is the one and only true God.  [See also Isaiah 43:10-13; 44:6-8,24; 45:5,6,14,18,21-23; 52:6; Matthew 4:10; 2 Samuel 7:22; 1 Chronicles 17:20; Exodus 20:3-6; 34:14; Deuteronomy 6:13-15; 32:39; Psalm 86:10; Zech. 14:9; Mark 12:29; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6; James 2:19; 1 Timothy 2:5].  

· The Bible the inspired revelation of God's will.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 - The Scriptures are inspired by God to provide us with instruction in righteousness and every good work.  1 Corinthians 14:37 - Paul claimed that the things he wrote are commandments of the Lord.  [See also 1 Corinthians 2:10-13; Ephesians 3:3-5; John 16:13; Matthew 10:19-20; Galatians 1:8-12; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Luke 10:16].

·  The Bible claims that Jesus is God's Son.  John 20:26-31 - Jesus allowed Thomas to call him "my Lord and my God." To have eternal life, we must believe that He is the Christ, the Son of God.  John 4:42 - The Samaritans claimed Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.  Each person is responsible to consider whether or not these claims are true. This requires giving careful consideration to the evidence because our eternal destiny hangs in the balance.   If we conclude the claims are true, we are then responsible to learn to present the evidence to others - 1 Peter 3:15; Philippians 1:7, 17. 

· The Importance of Bible Instruction: What evidence or apologetics does the Christian religion offer as proof or reasons to believe that God exists, the Bible is God's inspired word, and  Jesus Christ is the Divine Son of God? What are the origins of the Universe, earth, plants, animals, and people: Divine creation or evolution? Have Old Testament prophecies of nations, cities, and Christ been fulfilled? What about miracles and the resurrection as proofs for Jesus? What testimony did Jesus Himself, God the Father, and John the Baptist offer? How does the evidence for Christianity compare to that of other world religions? 

· The Consequences of Evolution: Many scientists claim that all living things - plants, animals, and man - began by process of evolution over billions of years. Many atheists, agnostics, humanists, and skeptics defend this view. The Bible teaches instead that God created the Universe in six days, yet Theistic evolution claims the two views do not necessarily contradict. Can the evolutionary theory of origins be harmonized with Scripture? What consequences does evolution have to the faith of a Christian?

· Bible Inspiration: Infallible, Inerrant, Verbal: Did the Bible writers claim to be inspired and guided directly by God? Do the Scriptures claim Divine inspiration? Do they claim to be the infallible, inerrant, verbal revelation of God's will? Did God guide inspired men in the very words they wrote? Could the Scriptures contain errors or mistakes in history, science, or doctrine? Is the Bible a true and accurate revelation of the will of God for man? Some people teach that the Bible writers was never inspired or directly guided by God. They say that neither the writers nor God viewed Scripture as a revelation of the mind of God which we should follow as a pattern for our lives. As such, they deny the infallible, inerrant, verbal inspiration of Scripture.  Other people say the Bible is inspired in that the writers did put down some of God's ideas, but maybe men still put some of their own uninspired ideas in it. For example, maybe God just taught the men right ideas, but left them to express those ideas as they see best.  Others say the Bible writers speak the truth in matters of religious faith and morals, but when they speak about history or science they are writing as humans and may be wrong. Therefore, we cannot accept the Bible accounts of miracles and the lives of Bible characters as necessarily valid.  The results of these views of inspiration are that maybe there is some error in the words written by "inspired" men: maybe we can, even should, reject parts of it as not being true. Such views are called "modernism" or "liberalism." Yet those who hold these views may still claim to be Christians who believe in God, Christ, and the Bible.  However, the Bible states:

·  Revelation 19:9 - John claimed "These are true words of God."

· Isaiah 1:2 - The Lord has spoken.

· Jeremiah 10:1,2 - Hear the word which the Lord speaks. Thus says the Lord... 

· Ezekiel 1:3 - The word of the Lord came expressly.

· Hosea 1:1,2 - The word of the Lord that came ... the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said... 

· Jonah 1:1 - The word of the Lord came to Jonah.

· Micah 1:1 - The word of the Lord that came to Micah.

· Zech. 1:1 - The word of the Lord came to Zechariah.

· [See also Joel 1:2; Amos 1:3,6, etc; Obad. 1:1; Zeph. 1:1; Hab. 2:2; Deuteronomy 30:9,10; Numbers 12:6-8; 23:5,12,16,19; plus see references in other sections.] 

· 1 Corinthians 14:37 - The things I write are commands of Lord.

· Ephesian 3:3-5 - The things Paul wrote were made known to him by revelation. Formerly these things were not known but have now been revealed by the Spirit to apostles & prophets.

· 1 Thessalonians 4:15 - We say by the word of the Lord.

· 1Timothy 4:1 - The Spirit expressly says.

· [2 Thessalonians 3:12; John 12:48-50; Acts 16:32; Romans 1:16; 1 Thessalonians 1:5] 

· Matthew 1:22 - A quotation was spoken by the Lord through the prophet.

· Matthew 2:15 - Another passage was spoken by the Lord through the prophet.

· Acts 1:16 - The Spirit spoke by the mouth of David.

· Acts 28:25 - The Holy Spirit spoke by Isaiah ... prophet.

· Hebrews 1:1,2 - God spoke in times past to the fathers by prophets. But now He has spoken to us by His Son. 

· Matthew 15:4 - Jesus Himself confirmed that Scriptures were from God. He quoted the Law revealed through Moses and said it was what God commanded. 

· Matthew 22:29-32 - He said God spoke the Scriptures.

· Luke 10:16 - He also confirmed the inspiration of the New Testament for He told the apostles who wrote it: He who hears you, hears Me; he who rejects you rejects Me and rejects Him who sent Me

· John 16:13 - He promised the men who penned the New Testament that the Spirit would guide them into all truth 

· To deny or question that the Bible writers spoke from God is to deny and reject the truthfulness of their own statements about themselves, their statements about one another, and Jesus' statements about Scriptures. [Matthew 19:4-6; John 10:35; 2 Chronicles 34:14-19; Isaiah 2:1-3; Matthew 22:43; Romans 1:1,2; Hebrews 3:7; 1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:20f; 3:15f; Acts 4:24f]

· How Can You Be Sure of Forgiveness?: Different ideas are taught about how a person receives forgiveness of sins by the blood of Jesus Christ. Are we saved by "faith only," or must we obey the gospel? Is baptism necessary to salvation from sin or is obedience not essential? Is baptism sprinkling, pouring, or immersion? Should babies (infants) be baptized? What can we learn from New Testament examples of people who were forgiven? What does the Bible teach?  To receive eternal life according to the gospel of Christ, a person must be forgiven of sins by Jesus' blood (Ephesians 1:7; Matthew 26:28; 1 Peter 2:24). But many people are unsure about whether or not they have been forgiven. Others may think that they have been forgiven, but would be surprised to learn that Jesus does not agree. 

· Matthew 7:21-23 - Many people, who believe in the Lord, will expect Jesus to accept them at the judgment. Instead He will reject them because they have not done the will of the Father. 

· Acts 23:1; 26:9 - Saul was a Jew who opposed Jesus in all good conscience, doing what he sincerely believed he should do. Yet he was the chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1:12-15). Clearly he had been misled. 

· What about you and me? Is it possible we have been misled like these people? What about baptism or "faith only." What about repentance and confession? Should babies be baptized? Is baptism sprinkling, pouring, or immersion? Surely these questions deserve your careful investigation.

· The Bible teaches that we can be sure Jesus has forgiven us if we have obeyed the gospel conditions of forgiveness. 

· Hebrews 5:9 - Jesus is the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him. (See also Acts 10:35; Luke 6:46; 1 John 2:3-6.)

· 1 Peter 1:22 - We purify our souls in obeying the truth. 

· Romans 6:17,18 - We are made free from sin when we obey from the heart the doctrine delivered. 

· If we recognize Jesus as our Lord, then we must obey the conditions of forgiveness just as the gospel reveals them, without any human changes (Acts 17:11; Galatians 1:8,9; 2 John 9). (2 Cor. 13:5). 

· Thus our text for tonight reads, “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.  They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.  You, however, did not come to know Christ that way.  Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.  "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.  He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.  For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  Therefore do not be partners with them.  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."   Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 4:17-5:20).

· In this text we indeed find the moral code for the Church to have a Heavenly Vision.  But you cannot adhere to this moral code unless you have been born again.  The key question then is: Have you been born again?  You are born again when you understand that Jesus Christ was born in the flesh, performed good deeds including miracles, yet was rejected, and suffered and was crucified.  He died but rose again on the third day with all powers in His hands; ascended to heaven after manifesting Himself to His disciples for forty days and would return someday to judge the world. And hence you need to belief and put your trust in Him by accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

October 26, 2008
Healing The Gerasene Demoniacs    Mat. 8:28-32/Mk. 5:1-20/Lk. 8:26-33
· This is our Twelfth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing the Gerasene Demoniacs”.  And it is just good to always remember that for every miracle that Jesus performs there is a purpose.  

· Accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus. 

· This twelfth miracle we shall focus on today took place in the region of the Gerasenes after Jesus had calmed the storm on the Lake of Galilee and they (he and his disciples) had successfully crossed to the other side of the lake according to His suggestion.  The region of Gerasenes is across from the region of Galilee separated by the Lake of Galilee towards the Decapolis.  This miracle was a healing of the demon possessed.  Matthew reported that it was the healing of two demon-possessed men.  However, Mark and Luke agreed that it was a demon-possessed man who was possessed by many demons and claimed his name was legion because they were many.  Matthew also indicated that the miracle occurred in the region of Gadarenes whereas both Mark and Luke said in was in the region of Gerasenes.  I guess these may be two versions of the same name for that region! 

· Thus the text for the day in Matthew’s version reads, “When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met Him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way.  ‘What do you want with us, Son of God?’ they shouted. ‘Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?’  Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding.  The demons begged Jesus, ‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs’.  He said to them, ‘Go!’  So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water.  Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region” (Matthew 8:28-32).   Mark’s version reads “They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.  When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him.  This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.  Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.  He shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!’   For Jesus had said to him, ‘Come out of this man, you evil spirit!’  Then Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’  ‘My name is Legion’, he replied, ‘for we are many’.   And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.   A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside.  The demons begged Jesus, ‘Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them’.   He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened.  When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well.  Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.  Jesus did not let him, but said, ‘Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you’.  So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed” (Mark 5:1-20).  Dr. Luke’s version reads, “They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee.  When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town.  For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!’  For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.  Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’  ‘Legion’, he replied, because many demons had gone into him.  And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.  A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside.  The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission.  When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.  The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return home and tell how much God has done for you’.  So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him” (Luke 8:26-38).

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that Jesus Christ is the Lord of demons with authority over them because He is Deity and Creator of them all.    The demons recognized Jesus as Deity, the Son of the Most High, Who will judge everything and pleaded for leniency of judgment.

· Because Jesus is Deity, He transforms individuals when they have personal encounters with Him.  The Gerasenes Demoniac was transformed after his encounter with Jesus.  This was someone under demonic control prior to the encounter.  He was possessed by many (a legion) of demons.  Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.  Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  However after His encounter with Jesus he was found to be sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind!

· Demons pray to Jesus too and He answers their requests.  So don’t be deceived – not everyone who prays or can pray is a Christian.   In fact not everyone who says Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of God but only those who do the will of God.

· Anyone who has been transformed by Jesus desires to follow Him everywhere.  However, Jesus would restrain you sometimes so that you can witness for Him among your kinsfolk and your people.  The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return home and tell how much God has done for you’.

· Jesus values the salvation of one soul over the lives of thousands of animals.  Our text informs us that Jesus gave the demons permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. On the other hand, the saved man who was transformed now became a witness for Jesus in the region of Decapolis.  So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that when you see Jesus answer a prayer request, do not be quick to conclude that the person praying is a Christian.  Demons and those with demonic spirits as well as false prophets do pray and get answers too.  Be careful also about those who claim to know Jesus because demons do the same.  In our text for the day, demons acknowledge Jesus as the Son of the Most High and prayed for lenient judgment. Finally, please do not ever drive Jesus from your presence because you did know understand what He is doing or because you are afraid of what he might do to your resources.  The text for the day informs us that all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. Therefore, do not panic and begin to worry about circumstances, situations or conditions rather trust Jesus and worship Him because He is Deity.   In earnest, it is impossible to trust Jesus and worship Him unless you have been born again and the Holy Spirit has been placed within you.  You are born again when you accept Jesus Christ (who is Deity) as your personal Lord and savior.

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity to you to have this personal relationship with Jesus.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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