Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

MAY 4, 2008
 

I AM the Light of the World


John 8:12-18
· This is our fourth week in the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” and today we shall focus on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the Light of the World”.  Light has imperative significance to sight and without light you cannot see anything.  Your sight depends on the reflection of light rays from objects to form images that your brain correctly interprets as such objects.  Otherwise everything will appear the same to you all the time – opaque and outmost darkness.  This is how Genesis 1:2-5 explains the importance of light at creation, “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.   And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day”.

· Since creation, light has been used to represent several different things throughout the scriptures.  For instance light has been used to designate or in connection to sight (Genesis 1:2-5; Psalm 39:9, 119:105; Ecclesiastes 11:7; Isaiah 5:20-21, 9:2; Ephesians 5:11); recognition (1King 3:21); relief (Ezra 9:8); revelation (Daniel 2:22; Luke 2:28-32); radiance (Psalm 19:8); righteousness (psalm 13:9); hope (Psalm 38:10); favor (Psalm 4:6); truth (Psalm 43:3); safety/salvation (Psalm 27:1); uprightness (Psalm 112:4); justice (Isaiah 51:4); deliverance (2Peter 2:8-9); and healing (Isaiah 58:8-11). Matthew 6:22-23 reads, “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”

· Generally light as used in the scriptures refers to righteousness whereas darkness refers to sinfulness, unrighteousness or wickedness.  Therefore allow me to suggest to you that when Jesus introduces Himself to us as “I AM the Light of the World”, in essence He is saying I AM the righteousness of the world.  As such the righteousness of the world has to be measured by Christ’s righteousness.  The record bears witness that Jesus Christ was tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God.  And so “God made Him (Jesus Christ) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  All else is sinful, unrighteous and wickedness.  Thus Isaiah 64:6 says, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags”. 

· Therefore when Jesus says, “I am the light of the world”, it implies He is the only One that meets the standard of righteousness that God demands of mankind.  As such those who are in Christ Jesus meet this standard of righteousness God demands.  This is because Christians are justified by Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross that paid the penalty of sin.  Whenever a man puts his faith in this finished work of salvation of Christ on the cross, it is imputed unto him as righteousness.  Afterwards, God no longer looks at such a man directly but through Jesus Christ.  Then Jesus Christ, the light of the world reflects through such a person and God sees beauty and righteousness.  Otherwise all that God sees in man is darkness: sinfulness, unrighteousness and wickedness.  However, through Jesus Christ Christians become righteous in God’s sight.  So when Jesus Christ introduces Himself as the light of the world, He is saying I am the One that makes the world righteous before God.  And since Christ Jesus has justified all those who are in Him, He has also declared them NOT guilty of sin before God.

· Another preposition I desire to declare to you today is that once Jesus Christ has declared you righteous, you are also the light of the world.  Jesus says in Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”.   If you let your light shine before men then your righteousness will shine as the noonday.

· Evil things seem to always occur in the dark.  In fact most evil is planned in the dark as darkness enhances evil acts.  Light on the other hand deters evil acts.  And because wickedness is on the increase in our generation, there are more daylight robberies without fears or remorse.  Albeit righteousness is always in opposition to evil and wickedness. Therefore having Jesus as the light of the world in your life stops the propagation of evil and promotes righteousness and goodness because this brings glory to God.  This is why Jesus instructs all Christians to let their light so shine before men that they may see your good works and give God the glory.

· John testified of Jesus saying, “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through Him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.  Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:4-12).  So when Jesus introduces Himself, as I am the light of the world, He is saying I am the One that enlightens people and illuminate their minds to practice righteousness.

· John chapter 8 begins with the story of a woman caught in the very act of adultery.  The Scribes (teachers of the law) and the Pharisees were quick to condemning her and that she deserves to be stoned to death.  They brought her to Jesus to test Him.  He quickly recognized their evil intentions both toward the woman and Him.  Then He demanded that if there is any one that is without sin let him cast the first stone.  At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"  "No one, sir," she said.   "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin (i.e. go and sin no more).

· It was after this episode that our text for the day reads, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid."   Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.  You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one.  But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me.  In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid.  I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me” (John 8:12-18).

· The key question is do you know Jesus Christ the light of the world?  All those who follow Him will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  Members of Mt Traveler Missionary Baptist Church and friends, as we conclude this wonderful worship experience please allow me to ask you some important questions: Do you know Him who introduces Himself, as “I am the light of the world”?  Are you following Him?  Do you have the light of life?   Are you walking in darkness?  If you are still walking in darkness, you need to receive Jesus Christ the light of the world.  Remember all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.  

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to know God by accepting Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not walking in the light because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him as you walk in the light, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

MAY 11, 2008
 

I AM the Door


John 10:7-10
· Today is a special day – it is Mother’s Day 2008 in the United States of America!  So I seize this opportunity to wish all mothers and potential mothers a wonderful “Happy Mother’s Day”.  This is the fifth week in the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” and today we shall focus on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the Door”.  This is also an appropriate topic of discussion on mother’s Day because as we shall understand from our discussion today that in a way mothers are doors through which we all came into the world. 

· A door is a metaphor for several things.  Jesus uses this metaphor to introduce Himself to us, as “I am the door”.  For us to understand this metaphorical introduction of Jesus of Himself as “I am the door”, I invite you to please join me into a ride through the “Imagination Lane” into the life of a shepherd in Palestine during the time of Jesus Christ.  Imagine you were with Jesus as He ministered in Palestine where there were many shepherds.  It was during such circumstances that He introduced Himself as the door.  Imagine you were in a house; the door would represent where you can go in to find protection and security.  It also represent where you go out to find provisions, especially nourishment to sustain life.  If you are at the jailhouse the door at the jail is what separates the incarcerated and the freed, or the freed from the imprisoned.  If you are thinking of a theatre or stadium, the door or gate represents where you can go into an event or not, depending on whether you are admissible or not.  So you see the metaphor door represents several things/

· To understand the Biblical metaphor of the sheep and the door let us now take this imagination trip back two thousand years into the time of Christ in Palestine.  Imagine sheep on the steep slopes, the shepherds and the watering holes.  During the evening time, the shepherds will bring the sheep down from the hills to protect them at night when the mountain lions and wolves were hunting prey.  The shepherds would bring the sheep into large sheep pens called sheepfolds that are built with large walls of rocks.  The four walls of rocks would be about five feet high with briars or prickly branches placed on top, like our present day barbed wires, to keep the mountain lions and wolves from getting into the sheep pen.  The only opening into such sheepfold was about two feet wide.  This small opening was the door.  This would be where the shepherd would lie at night with his rod and staff.  If the mountain lion or wolf attempts to come into the sheepfold, the shepherd will fight such with his weapons and protect the sheep.  In essence there was no door – the shepherd was actually the door!

· It was in this context that Jesus introduced Himself as, “I am the door”.  And so in the first ten verses of the Book of St John Chapter ten Jesus addressed the issue of the door, the shepherd, the sheep and the sheep pen.   This is how it begins, “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.  The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.  Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them” (John 10:1-6). 

· Likewise in a figurative way, mothers are doors for their children.  Mothers always protect, lead and guide their children in life either negatively or positively.  Every child knows its mother, and likewise every mother knows her child(ren).  Mothers know their children so much that they can identify them from a distance.  Children know their mothers so well to distinguish their voices in a crowd. And when she calls they respond and follow her.  Not only do mothers protect their children, they provide their needs in other to nurture them to become somebody in this life.  In a sense mothers are doors for their children into this world.

· Today is Mothers’ Day.  May God richly bless all mothers on this day, especially those mothers who have created homes to provide safety and security for their families!  And may God bless all mothers who have found their ways to green pastures and led their children to these green pastures to nurture them.  And we thank all mothers who are truly good shepherds and serve as doors and be part of communities of love, justice and peace.  And let the mothers say, amen!

· But the true door to life eternal is Jesus Christ.  This why Jesus introduced Himself to us in this tenth chapter of the gospel of St John as, “I am the Door”.  Jesus is the only one that can protect you from the wolves and mountain lions of this world.  With Jesus there is protection from the foolishness and craziness of life that occurs even within the Christian communities.  Christ protects from the devil and all his evil forces.  Thus our text for the day reads, “Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate (door) for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:7-10)

· Please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus protects and provides safety for those who are in Him.  It truly makes all the difference in the world to be part of His family and the household of faith.  In Christ you are protected from foolishness of life because Jesus is the door that keeps you from getting out of the fold and endangering yourself and become prey to the wolves and mountain lions of this life.  There is great safety in the fold where Christ is the door.  You have to also always remember that all those who ever came before Christ to deceive people into religion and traditions Jesus called thieves and robbers.  Similar those who came after Him to deceive and keep you from the Kingdom of God and its righteousness are thieves and robbers!  Only Jesus could claim that “I am the Door”; and whosoever enters through Me will be saved!  Furthermore, Jesus declared that whosoever comes to Him will come in and go out, and find pasture!!  Jesus then concluded today’s text by making a profound statement to justify His claim that He is the door.  He said the thief comes only to steal, and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  Jesus main purpose for coming to this world is to be the door to eternal life and offer life more abundantly.  

· The key question is do you know Jesus Christ, the door to safety and eternal abundant life?  All those who know Him, hear His voice and follow Him.  Do you know His voice?  On this Mother’s Day 2008, I desire to challenge you that if you have not known Jesus Christ, the door to eternal life, why not accept Him today?  He cares, protects to provide safety and nourishment more than any mother can do.  The record declares even though a mother forget her suckling child, yet will I forget you not says the Lord

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ, the door to eternal life to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not walking in the green pastures of nutrition for eternal life because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and safety in the green pastures of eternal life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

MAY 18, 2008
 

I AM the Good Shepherd


John 10:11-21
· Today is Youth’s Day 2008!  And it is very appropriate as we continue with the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” focusing on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the Good Shepherd”.  

· Shepherds are those who take care of sheep.  In Jesus’ time shepherds were looked down upon and taught to be dirty, poor and peasant or of low social status.  Yet these were the very persons that God first revealed the birth of the savior of the world to.  Why?  This is because shepherds are watchful people.  The scriptures say, “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:8-11). Jesus was also first revealed to the shepherd because it signifies that He too is the Shepherd.  Peter encouraged pastors in 1Peter 5:1-4, “To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away”.  Pastors are shepherds (sometimes referred to as under-shepherds) that God gives His local bodies while Jesus Christ is the Chief Shepherd.

· From the forgoing, you will understand that the job of a shepherd is tremendous with responsibilities that include: leading, caring, guiding, feeding, and providing protection for the sheep by serving as the door as we learned in our last sermon in this series.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that when Jesus introduced Himself as, “I am the Good Shepherd”, He really means such.

· And that Jesus is the good Shepherd of His sheep gives Him a beautiful identity. It identifies Him as the great divine Pastor and Savior.  A shepherd is a pastor. We are familiar with the fact that God has given us pastors in the church on earth. Jeremiah 3:14-14 state, “Return, faithless people," declares the LORD, "for I am your husband. I will choose you—one from a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion.   Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding”.  Pastors are under-shepherds to lead God’s people into the green pastures of God's Word by their preaching the truth, by their love for us, and by their care for our souls, and to serve as our guides to heaven. True pastors are a great blessing to the church. 

· But we must understand that when Jesus says that He is the good Shepherd, He is identifying Himself to us as the Shepherd of all shepherds, the true Pastor of the church. All the ministers of the church really serve under Christ and reflect His office as pastor. All God's people are actually and truly “pastored” by the good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. That is one of the reasons He is called the "good Shepherd." "Good" here also means "excellent," "eminent," "choicest".  And that is what Jesus is as the Shepherd of His people.  So He is not just "a," or another shepherd but the Only Good Shepherd of the sheep. When the Psalmist said the Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want in Psalm 23:1, he was actually referring to the Good Shepherd – Jesus Christ.

· Thus our text for the day reads, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep” (John 10:11-13).  In the first ten verses of the Gospel according to St John Chapter 10, Jesus discussed that He is the Door.  We discussed this in our last sermon in details.  Now He introduces Himself as I am the Good Shepherd.  It is only the good shepherd that would give his life to fight the wolves and mountain lions as he serves as the door to protect his sheep.  A hireling would run away for his life because he works just for the wages! 

· Therefore our text continued and concluded, “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.  The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.  At these words the Jews were again divided. Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?"   But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” (John 10:14-21)

· Please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus is the good shepherd who protects and provides nutrition and safety for those that are in Him.  It truly makes all the difference in the world to be part of His family and the household of faith.  In Christ you are protected from foolishness of the sheep that stray and the danger of becoming prey to the wolves and mountain lions of this life.  And each time the truth is preached there are always differences in opinion of the hearers.  Here in today’s text, the Jews were divided in their opinion of the Good Shepherd.  Some said He was crazy to claim that He is the Good Shepherd whereas others concluded a mad man cannot say these things for where have you ever seen a mad man (demon possessed man) open the eyes of the blind?  Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?  The works of a Good Shepherd speak for him!  

· As we conclude this wonderful worship experience let me suggest to you that the Good Shepherd knows those who are His; and His know His voice and follow Him.  The key question is do you know Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd?  Does He know you?  Do you know His voice?  And are you following Him?  To know Him you must accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  Then you will know His voice and follow Him by being obedient to His Word.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have stopped listening to His voice and following Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and safety in the green pastures of eternal life that the Good Shepherd provides, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The Word has been preached, the invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

MAY 25, 2008
 

I AM the Son of God


John 10:22-38
· Today is our seventh week of the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  This time we shall focus on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the Son of God”.   Just after telling us He is the Good Shepherd Jesus went on to clarify why He is the Good Shepherd – He is the Son of God.

· You see, every son that is in good relationship with his father would always be proud of the father.  Likewise, every son that is loved by his father knows it and is always elated to introduce himself as the son of such a father.  Also, a son of a prominent father always loves to be linked and likened to his father.  On the other hand, fathers are always very proud of their well-behaved and obedient children.  In fact, they brag about such children.  It is no exception in the case of Jesus Christ.  Thus in today’s discussions Jesus introduces Himself to us as, “I am the Son of God”.  And on a number of occasions, God said of Jesus Christ, “this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear you Him”.

· Therefore, no matter how hard you try to conceal the relationship between a father and a son certain attributes always reveal such a relationship.  Even if you try to deny your father or your father tries to deny you, scientifically you would be linked to him by some genetic traits.  Your DNA will always link you to your father, whereas your mitochondria will always link you to your mother.  At other times your character reflects the type parenting you had and who your father is.  Your attitudes are the reflection of your parental upbringing such that at times you would hear comments like, “I thought you are the son of such and such a person”, but your behavior has betrayed him. 

· Today Jesus introduces Himself as, “I am the Son of God” to us.  It is up to you to believe Him!  His attributes reflect who His Father is.  Albeit, the Jews did not believe Him because they thought He was the son of Joseph the Carpenter from Nazareth, where He grew up in the flesh.  But in reality Joseph was just the earthly foster parent of Jesus Christ; in actuality he was not and he is not the true father of Jesus Christ.  The real Father to Jesus Christ is God!  A Son is always like his father in many ways and we have all heard the old cliché, “Like father like son”.  At times also we have heard a mother saying to her son, “you are just like your father”.    Allow me to also inform you that Jesus Himself made the claim that “I and my Father are one”.   And those of you who truly know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior, and know His voice and follow Him, do know that He is the Son of God.  Anyone can deny any relationship between a father and son but once it has been established genetically by their DNA and is known, no one and nothing on earth can convince anyone otherwise.

· Therefore allow me to suggest to you that the relationship between Jesus and God as His Father has been established from His conception, through His birth, His baptism, His appearance at the Mount of Transfiguration, His life and attributes, His death, His resurrection and His ascension into Heaven and His promise to return in like manner to judge the world.  Even at age of about 12 years young, Jesus declared to His earthly parents who were desperately looking for Him and found Him among the Scribes explaining the Scriptures in the temple, “I must be about my Father’s business”.  Jesus had never hidden His identity or His relationship to His Father.  Yet the unbelieving Jews were always skeptical of Him and His pronouncements about His relationship to the Father.  All they were concerned about was whether Jesus Christ was the earthly king or Messiah they were expecting to deliver them from the rule of the Romans.  So during the Feast of Dedication, the Jews wanted to ascertain that Jesus was truly the Christ or were they to expect another.

· Thus our text for the day read, “Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade.  The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  I and the Father are one."   Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father.  For which of these do you stone me?"  "We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."  Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have said you are gods'[Psalm 82:6]?  If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— what about the one whom the Father set apart as His very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'?  Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.  But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father” (John 10:22-38).

· Please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus is the good shepherd because He is the Son of God.  Let me further suggest that only His sheep hear His voice and He knows them and they follow Him.  They follow Him because He gives them eternal life and they shall never perish as no one can snatch them out of His hand.  You must realize that it is His Father who is greater than all is the One who has given them to Him and no one can snatch them from His Father’s hand.  Then Jesus makes a profound statement, “I and my Father are one”.  So you see that Christians do not serve three gods but the one and only true God who exhibits three distinct personalities – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy, each perfecting His roles and responsibilities in the salvation of mankind.  The Jews did not understand this so the wanted to stone Jesus for blasphemy.  Jesus had to inquire of them why they wanted to stone Him.  He asked, “was it because he said, ‘I am the Son of God?’ that the referred to as blasphemy?”  Jesus then concluded the discourse for today’s text by dispelling the fact that He was not a mere man and He referred the Jews to Psalm 82:6 that says, “I have said you are gods” to those through whom the word of God came.  Jesus then told the Jews I have tried to tell you in many ways that I am the Son of God but you have not believed.  If not for anything else, why can you believe me for the miracles you have observed done through Me that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father?

· As we conclude this wonderful worship experience let me suggest to you that the Good Shepherd knows those who are His; and His know His voice and follow Him.  The key questions for us today are: Do you know Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd because He is the Son of God?  Does He know you?  Do you know His voice?  And are you following Him because you know that He is in the Father and the Father is in Him?  Do you know that He and the Father are one? To know Him you must accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd who is the Son of God, and who is God, to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have stopped listening to His voice and following Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and His safety knowing that no one can ever snatch you from His hand, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The Word has been preached, the invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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