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Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

MARCH 2, 2008
 


To Restore Life


Ezekiel 37:1-14
· As we begin this new sermon series “THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION” our first focus is that it is “To Restore Life”.  Let me state boldly and emphatically upfront that life at creation was complete, perfect and at its best because everything that God created was and is good.  But when sin entered the world, the life of man became a MESS (My Ego Selfish and Stubborn).  Therefore behind every MESS in life is My Ego Selfish and Stubborn.  

· Also, let me suggest that Satan is the author and master of creating all MESS.  Satan loves to create mess through lies and confusion.  The devil is truly a thief who steals kills and destroys through lies and confusion.  This is why Jesus made a profound statement in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full”.  A life in a mess is one whereby Satan has stolen, killed and destroyed God’s complete and perfect creation.  Albeit a life in mess is not totally lost because it can be restored to be vibrant again.  It needs to be restored to its original status at creation. This is why Jesus came into the world.  He said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full!”  Jesus came to restore the life that is in a mess, a life full of my ego selfish and stubborn. 

· Therefore, allow me to submit to you that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was and is to restore life.  When the first man, Adam, messed up and sinned by succumbing to the serpent’s lies and deceit, God promised to restore man through the seed of the woman, when He said in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of the woman will bruise the head of the serpent.  This was in part the prophecy of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to restore life to its original status at creation.  Sin is “Soul Internal Non-functionality”; implying that sin causes death to your soul that it becomes non-functional.  It simply means that sin causes you to loose your mind, good conscience and reasoning.  And to restore a mess life does not come without a price tag!  For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23).

· Thus Jesus had to die to pay for your sin in order to restore your soul’s internal functionality.  Let me suggest to you that a good seed does not produce abundant life unless it first dies and decays and germinates.  If it dies and decays but does not germinate, no life will be produced.  However, if the seed dies, decay and germinates new life is born that would become fruitful.  A bad seed will always die and decay but would never germinate; whereas a good seed will die, decay, germinate, grow and produce fruit more abundantly or to its full.  Jesus is the perfect seed of the woman who came to die - was buried but resurrected to newness of life so as to restore life to its perfect status at creation.

· Therefore let me suggest to you that without Jesus in your life it will be a mess and you will die, decay and perish hopelessly.  The Children of Israel had forsaken the Lord in the days of the prophet Ezekiel.  There was much bloodshed in the land and the Land was polluted with idols such that God’s fury was poured on the land as He judged it (Ezekiel 36:18-19).  In fact the Land was known as one that devours men (Ezekiel 36:13-14).  As such God had to intervene to restore life, which was like a heap of dead bones in the valley.

· Thus our text for the day began, “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.  He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"   I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!  This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.   I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD'” (Ezekiel 37:1-6).  As I prepared this sermon and came to this first part of our text for the day, the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart.  He said; tell the people of this community that because of sin this community is dead like the dry bones in the valley.  Just like those bones, there is no unity in this community and society.  There is no cooperation between its members because there is too much segregation and discrimination.  The tendon or common bond of love that binds this community has disintegrated and each person remains alone as the dead bones in valley.  There is no covering of unity like the bones without a covering of flesh and skin.  And the Spirit asked me is there still hope for this community and society?  And my response was similar to that of Ezekiel.  And I said, “O Sovereign Lord, you alone know”.  So the Lord in my spirit ask me to assure you all that as long as this community and society will hear His word and obey it, it shall become vibrant again.  His Word will breathe life into this community.  My responsibility is to preach the truth of His Word and His responsibility is beef up the community as He covers it with His truth and love.  Then I will know that He is the Lord of this community.  Then Ezekiel was commanded to prophesy concerning the fact that the dry bones shall be restored to life again.

· As such our text for the day continued and concluded, “So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.   I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.   Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.'  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.   Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.'   Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'this is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.   Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them.   I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD'” (Ezekiel 37:7-14).

· The first step to restoring life to dead, dry bones is to speak the Word of God so that the Word can breathe into them.  Then the Word will change those lifeless bones into living tissues and organs and organ systems.  Finally, the Lord will put His Spirit in the community and society and it shall live.  All these processes would not take place for a community to be restored to life, if Christ had not died and resurrected.  So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge we offer to you is accept that the dead and resurrection of Jesus Christ is necessary for the restoration of life.  Let me assure you that it is impossible for life of man to its original status at creation unless you have acknowledged the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and you been adopted into the family of God with the Holy Spirit placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not vibrant in the Lord because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and exhibit a vibrant life in the Lord, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

MARCH 9, 2008
 

To Restore Salvation


Psalm 51:8-12
· As we continue with the sermon series “THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION” our focus today will be “To Restore Salvation”.  Life at creation was saved and sound until Satan interfered, then man became a MESS (My Ego Selfish and Stubborn) and SIN (Soul Internal Non-functionality).  Therefore the need arose to restore the soul’s internal functionality; and that was the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

· Allow me to suggest to you that when you are in a MESS and SIN, you lose the joy of salvation.  Each time you MESS up, you SIN and you lose the joy of your salvation.  And don’t even attempt to tell me you have never messed up or have never sinned.  The record in God’s word states, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  Therefore, “… the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

· So, allow me to submit to you that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore salvation that man had lost when the first man Adam sinned, as well as to grant eternal life.  Thus, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, those who are truly saved will never lose there salvation since they now have eternal life.  Albeit, each time you mess up and sin, you would lose the joy of your salvation.  To restore this joy of salvation, all you need to do is to repent of your sin.  Remember Jesus came to die for all and resurrected that through Him we may be saved.  In fact, there is a chorus that I learned when I got saved that has been profound in my life.  It is a chorus about the fact that Jesus came to save and that’s why we call Him savior.  The Chorus goes:

He did not come to judge the world, 

He did not come to blame.  

He did not only come to seek, 

It was to save He came.  

And when we call Him Savior (2ce), 

And when we call Him Savior,

Then we call Him by His Name.

· Jesus Christ is truly the savior of the world!  His death and resurrection was, and is, to restore and seal the salvation of all mankind.  Any one who accepts Him as personal Lord and savior is saved and has eternal life.  If you sin afterwards, you will not lose your salvation rather you will grieve the Holy Spirit in you and lose the joy of your salvation and become a mess and miserable until you repent.  If you fail to repent, you will lose your close fellowship with God, Jesus the Son, the Holy Spirit and eventually with your brothers and sisters in the Lord.  Indeed, sin destroys fellowship, which is a key component characteristic of the saved.  This is why it is imperative and essential for every Christian to repent as soon as you realized you have messed up and have sinned.  1John 1:5-10 states, “This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word has no place in our lives”.  Simply put it this way: We cannot fellowship with God and others effectively without repenting of our sins and this alone causes you to lose the joy of your salvation.

· David was called a man after God’s heart because he was apt to repenting once he realizes he has sinned.  Our text for the day is a typical prayer of Davis’s repentance.  Herein, we see David lost the joy of his salvation when he sinned against God in committing adultery with Bethsheba, killing her husband Uriah and taking her as his wife.  In His prayer of repentance, David pleaded to God to restore to him the joy of His salvation and that the Lord should not take away the Holy Spirit from him.

· Thus our text for today reads, “Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.   Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.   Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.   Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me '” (Psalm 51:8-12).  

· After admitting his sinned and repenting, David went on to plead for forgiveness in our text for today.  David desired that liveliness be restored to him.  He said, “Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice!”  This is what happens when one sins – you lose the joy and gladness of your salvation.  David went on to plead that God should hide His face from his sin and blot out all his iniquity; not to cast him from His presence or take His Holy Spirit from him; and to restore to him the joy of His salvation and grant him a willing spirit, to sustain him.  David was quick to realize that sin causes one to lose the joy of salvation but this can be restored if one repents.  Thank God for Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection because of which we can have the joy of our salvation restored.  

· Let me suggest to you to that the purpose of Christ death and resurrection was, and is, to restore salvation and its joy.  For with salvation comes the indwelling Holy Spirit that sustains life and grants us peace and joy and all liveliness.   Let me assure you that it is impossible for man to have salvation or its joy restored unless one acknowledges his sin and repents and acknowledges the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as key events in the adoption into the family of God.  Also, the Holy Spirit has to be placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior before you can truly be saved. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have lost the joy of your salvation because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and the joy of your salvation, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

MARCH 16, 2008
 

To Restore God’s Kingdom


Acts 1:6-7
· For this Sunday our focus is “THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION” with the subtopic “To Restore God’s Kingdom”.  A kingdom is a realm, empire, monarchy, sovereignty, territory, or domain.  At creation a Kingdom perfect was presented to man to rule over it.  Genesis 1:26-28 say, “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground’.  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground’”. 

· Everything in God’s creation and order was good until Satan interfered and by Genesis Chapter three, man had messed up by listening to the devil.  MESS (My Ego Selfish and Stubborn) had set in because of the devil’s deceits through jealousy, liars and gossips; and SIN (Soul Internal Non-functionality) was born.  Since then man was dethroned from being ruler of God’s Kingdom and everything have continue to go downhill until now.  For instance Governor Eliot Spitzer of New York was forced to resign from office and the governance of New York during this week (on March 12, 2008) due to his deceitful lifestyle.  Governor Spitzer who rose to power and the office of Governor for his outstanding job of prosecuting crimes is now fighting to avoid criminal charges.  He knew the law very well, yet because he became selfish and stubborn against his God given conscience that helped him to fight crime; he messed up and now has to fight to avoid criminal charges for patronizing prostitutes. He has now lost his position, privilege and power to rule.  Indeed sin dethrones man from his God given position as a ruler in God’s kingdom because sin messes up His Kingdom and God would not allow a messed up man to rule His righteous kingdom.  Therefore the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection is to restore the Kingdom of God.  

· The Israelites who are the chosen people of God, knew God’s law concerning idolatry, yet they prostituted with other gods (idols).  As a result the kingdom of Israel fell, and several other kingdoms ruled over the Israelites - the last one when Jesus Christ was visible on the scene was the Roman Empire.  When you are under the domain of another kingdom that is not yours, there are terrible repercussions.  As such the Israelites disliked being governed by the heathens and would always cry to God for deliverance.  Usually God would send Judges and prophets, and some godly kings who would turn their hearts towards God.  As they became obedient to God’s word, the Lord would deliver them from the hands of their enemies.  However, no sooner will the Israelites turn back and keep on prostituting with other gods or idols.  At times there will be a great length of silence and the Israelites will not hear a word from God.

· The records indicate that four hundred years prior to Christ’s arrival on the scene, Israel did not hear a word from God.  Finally the angel Gabriel announced the arrival of John the Baptist and then six months later he announced the arrival of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  Israel had long been waiting for the Messiah to deliver them from the rule of the Romans.  Israel thought Jesus Christ was coming to establish an earthly kingdom.  Oh, how wrong they were for the missed the message of the forerunner and of the Messiah Himself!  For “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near’” (Matthew 3:1-2).  Similarly, Jesus came preaching the same message, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 4:17).

· So, Mt Traveler please allow me to ask you, what did you miss about the message of the Kingdom?  You see the kingdom of heaven is unique and requires repentance to enter it because it is a righteous kingdom.  Paul described it as: “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men” (Romans 14:17-18).  And Matthew admonished, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). 

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God was not restored until Christ died to pay the wages of sin and resurrected to establish God’s kingdom that has no end – it is an eternal kingdom!  Thus, allow me to suggest to you that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore the kingdom of God that lasts eternity.

· The disciples did not understand this and that is why after the resurrection they asked Jesus in our text for today, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?  Thus our text reads, “So when they met together, they asked Him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’” (Acts 1:6-8).

· On this Palm Sunday 2008, let me remind you that it was on Palm Sunday that Jesus had His triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  It was the last time He entered Jerusalem prior to His crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection.  At the Mt of Olive He sent for a colt from a nearby village.  He told His disciples they would find the colt and should untie it and bring it to Him.  And if anyone should ask them why they were untying the colt, they should tell them the Master needed it.  They brought the colt to Him and He rode on it into Jerusalem.  This was His triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  But rather than riding on a horse as a warrior king, He rode on a colt as the King of peace.  His disciples and the crowd sang and cried out, “‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’  ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’  Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’  ‘I tell you,’ he replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out’” (Luke 19:38-40).   This was the last entry before Jesus faced His crucifixion, death and burial.  They same folks and crowd that had shouted on this Palm Sunday, Hosanna to the son of David, blessed is the king that comes in the name of the Lord, were the same crying out on top of their voices on Friday saying, “Crucify Him!”  The king who entered triumphantly on Palm Sunday was rejected on Friday.  He was crucified, He died and was buried; but early on Sunday Morning He rose up with all Power in His hands.  And John wrote and concluded, “He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.  Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:10-13).  Now after His resurrection, the text of the day tells us, His disciple began to inquire, Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’  

· Let me suggest to you to that the purpose of Christ death and resurrection was, and is, to restore the kingdom of God and not necessary the kingdom of Israel at that time.  And so Jesus responded His disciples, ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority’.   But one thing for sure was they were to receive power after that the Holy Spirit had come upon them and they shall become His witnesses.  Their witness will cover first Jerusalem, then Judea, then Samaria and ultimately to the end of the world.  What was their witness all about?  Their witness and ours too, is about the kingdom of God that Christ has come to restore through His death and resurrection!  And for one to enter this eternal righteous kingdom, you must repent and accept Jesus as its King.  You must receive Jesus Christ into your life as your personal Lord and savior.  Then you will have the indwelling Holy Spirit that seals your salvation and becomes the driving force and power that enables to be a witness for Jesus to continue to build this eternal righteous kingdom of God which Jesus came to restore through His death and resurrection. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not a witness for Jesus Christ because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

MARCH 23, 2008
 

To Restore Man’s Dominion

Galatians 4:1-7
· On this resurrection morning 2008, our focus is “THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION” with the subtopic “To Restore Man’s Dominion”.  Man is a unique creation of God.  He was made in God’s image and likeness with a free will to choose and have dominion to rule over all other creatures that God made.  However, man lost these privileges when he sinned.  Soul Internal Non-functionality (SIN) will always bring limitations to your God-given potentials!  You were created with the potential to have dominion and rule over all that God had created.  You were also created to take care of all that belong to God.  In essence you were created with the potential to be a servant-leader.  In fact you were created to reign with God for eternity.

· The word dominion means power or territory.  In this case power implies authority, control, say-so, command, domination or dominance whereas territory would imply colony, province, region or protectorate.  This simply means that to have dominion is to have authority to rule over a region.  Thus man in his perfect created status before sin had dominion or authority to rule over God’s kingdom.  But since man had fallen, Christ had to die and resurrect to restore God’s kingdom and man’s dominion within this kingdom.  Thus only Christians have dominion over God’s kingdom.  In other words, Christians have authority to rule and reign in God’s Kingdom for eternity.

· Due to the fallen status of man, mankind lost his ability and authority to rule all God’s creation.  Consequently, man lives in constant fear.  We fear our so-called enemies, fear our associates, fear our neighbors, fear our friends, and fear our relatives even our spouses and children or parents. We fear snakes; we fear all other creatures big and small.  Man is just full of phobia and can be described as phobia-chronic.  Man actually fears almost all God’s creation and forgets that he has been blessed by God to have dominion over all that God had created.

· Let me remind you that fear has to do with sin and punishment.  In the presence of perfect love, fear dissipates and disappears.  The record within the scriptures says, “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed His love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.  We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment, because in this world we are like Him.  There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love” (1John 4:8-18).  Also, John 15: 13 states that “Greater love has no one than this that he lay down his life for his friends”.

· Jesus Christ laid down His life for us so that we can become His friends.  His death was to reconcile us to God.  He died to pay the penalty of sin.  Despite our sin nature, Jesus is still a friend to the sinner.  He gave His life that every sinner may be saved.  However, if He had died and never resurrected, then there would have remained no hope for mankind.  But thanks to God for His resurrection makes a strong statement to the whole world that death has no power over Him.  And because he lives, you too can live for eternity.  After His resurrection, Jesus made a profound statement in Matthew 28:18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”.  This implies all power, authority, and dominion is in His hands.  Therefore allow me to suggest to you on this commemorative resurrection morning of 2008 that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore man’s dominion.  Remember, the dominion now belongs to Christ to give it to whosoever will receive Him.

· However, the timing is very important in that in the fallen state of man, God had to step in and initiate a process of adoption that gives man the choice to receive the restored dominion or not.  Natural birth does not usually give you the choice to have dominion.  For instance, if you are born poor, you are likely going to remain poor throughout your life.  For example, if you are born in a poor underdeveloped country, you are likely going to lead a poor life without much amenities of life.  You may have no running water, no electricity, no hospitals, etc., talk less of having a television, computer or video games.  In such a state it is hard to imagine having dominion or authority to rule the earth.  But adoption opens the door of opportunity to make a choice.  And when you are adopted into a ruling family, you become an heir to that kingdom.

· Jesus Christ has restored the kingdom of God.  Now once you are adopted into God’s family, you become an heir to His Kingdom to reign with Him for eternity.  The choice is yours to make by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and be adopted into God’s Family.

· Thus our text for the day reads, “What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights (i.e. adoption) of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir” (Galatians 4:1-7).

· Now an heir reigns!  You as an adoption son or daughter because you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior are now a joint heir with Jesus Christ to reign eternally in God’s eternal Kingdom.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore man’s dominion to rule and reign in His eternal Kingdom.  But before the dominion is restored to you, first you must repent of your sin, and then accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  Then you will be adopted into God’s family as the Holy Spirit is placed in your heart and become a joint heir with Jesus Christ to rule and reign eternally in God’s eternal Kingdom.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are afraid to witness for Jesus Christ because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him as a joint heir to reign with Christ in God’s eternal kingdom, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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To Restore Worship

John 4:19-24
· As we conclude our sermon series on “THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION” today we shall focus on the subtopic “To Restore Worship”.  Since man is uniquely created in God’s image and likeness with a free will to choose and have dominion to rule over all other creatures that God made, he was created with the ability to worship.    However, man lost the ability to worship after he had sinned.  In fact, the ultimate purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is, to restore worship.

· Worship is a unique relationship between man and God.  Worship is God revealing Himself through Jesus Christ and man responding to this revelation.  What is this revelation?  The revelation is God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ and it is the gospel.  The gospel is that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  And when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons (Galatians 4:4-5, NKJV).  At such fullness of time Christ lived without sin yet He was falsely accused, crucified and He died.  He was buried but He defeated death and rose up on the third day with all powers (dominion or authority) in His hands.  And because He lives, we shall live eternally!  This why He is coming back someday to receive us unto Himself, that where He is there we shall be also.

· The main purpose for us to live eternally is to have a unique relationship with God.  It is not any kind of relationship but one full of love.  It is the love relationship that culminates in worship.  A genuine love relationship always culminates in adoration and/or worship.  This is why you often hear me express that the best thing that ever happen to me was to fall in love with Jesus Christ.  Why did I fall in love with Jesus Christ?  It is because I realized that He first loved me and while I was still in sin, He gave His life and died to pay the price for my sin.  In fact, He humbled Himself to be born of a woman and to be born under the law, suffered and died the worst kind of death – the death of the cross, to redeem me and that I might be adopted into God’s family where love abounds, and become a joint heir with Him to reign with Him eternally.  As such He restored dominion to me to reign with Him for eternity.  Albeit, His death and resurrection is not the end of the story.  Someday He will come back for me so that where He is there I will be also to reign with Him eternity.  Therefore, allow me to submit to you that the ultimate purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is still, to restore worship.  This is because He is worthy to be worshipped.  The Book of Revelation says worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, glory and dominion!  And since He is to be worshipped; only true worshippers can fulfill this spiritual imperative.

· Thus in our text for the day God is seeking true worshippers.  Does it mean there are false worshippers? Oh Yes!  Those that worship in pretense are false worshippers.  The false worshippers are those who lust after God for the benefits they will get from worshipping God.  They are those who worship with ulterior motives but do not truly love God.  And often you would hear them say I did not get or gain anything from such and such worship service or worship experience.  But true worshippers worship Him in spirit and in truth because they love Him as they respond to the love He offers.

· Therefore our text for the day reads, “Sir, ‘the woman said, I can see that you are a prophet.  Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem’.  Jesus declared, ‘Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.   You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth’” (John 4:19-24).

· The key question that arises is what and who are you worshiping?  Do you know who or what you are worshipping? If you are worshiping God in spirit and in truth, the question does not arise as to where or when do you worship?  Actually, the time or place of worship is irrelevant since God is omnipresent and omniscient.   He knows when you are truly worshiping Him and when you are fooling yourself.  I suggest that you stop the pretense, stop trying to please others and stop pleasing yourself.  However, I encourage you to know God for yourself, fall in love with Him and worship Him in spirit and in truth.  For the ultimate purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection was, and is still, to restore worship.  The woman at the well realized from her conversation with Christ that He was not an ordinary person.  In fact she remarked that I can see you are a prophet!  But then she began to justify where her fathers worshipped and where the Jews worshipped.  It is not relevant where people worship, the real question is who and how do you worship?  It is not important whether you worship on the mountains or in Jerusalem.  What is important is who and how you worship! God is the only One to be worshipped in spirit and in truth from the depth of your heart.

· Jesus response to the woman was that the Samaritans worshipped what they did not know; whereas the Jews worshipped what they knew for salvation is from the Jews.  Mt Traveler please allow me to ask you, do you know what or who you worship?  Also, allow me to ask: Do you know something?  A time is coming and it is now that the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such are the kind of worshippers God seeks.   God is spirit and His worshippers must worship in spirit and truth.  This is why Jesus died and resurrected to restore worship.  But before worship is restored to you, first you must repent of your sin and accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  Then you will be adopted into God’s family as the Holy Spirit is placed in your heart and you become a true worshipper as you worship God in spirit and truth.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not worshipping God in spirit and truth because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him as you worship Him in spirit and truth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Male Chorus leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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