Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

JUNE 8, 2008

 I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life


John 14:1-14
· Today will be our eighth week of the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  This time we shall focus on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life”.   This is imperative in our generation where everyone seems to be lost, very deceitful and don’t understand what life is all about.

· Man has deviated from the ways of God and seems to have no direction in life.  The way back to God will give us a sense of direction to our destiny.  God’s way for life involves truth and righteousness that ultimately give true meaning to life.  Otherwise there is always a way that seems right to man but the end thereof is destruction!  For the record informs us that without righteousness, no man shall see God.

· This is why Jesus taught that you must seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness and all other things will be yours as well.  Therefore, please allow me to submit to you that life without Jesus is life outside the realm of God’s kingdom.  This is because it is Jesus who imputes His righteousness unto us who believe in Him so as to meet God’s standard of righteousness.  The record further informs us that all our righteousness is as filthy rags before God.  As such life without Jesus Christ is meaningless and hopeless.  If you doubt me, please ask King Solomon, the wisest and richest man that ever lived.  Solomon, looking at life without Jesus Christ and outside the realm of God’s kingdom, concluded that “I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.   I devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men!   I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind” (Ecclesiastes 1:12-14).  He also added, “Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs.  The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote was upright and true.  The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one Shepherd.  Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them.  Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body.   Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:9-13) 

· The commandments of God to man are numerous.  Thus Jesus came along on the scene in this world to show us the true way to God by summarizing all the commandments to live right with God and man into one great commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27).  Therefore I submit to you that the true way back to God is love.  Love brings true meaning to life.  Love is God and God is Love!  And Jesus Christ is the proof of God’s love to mankind.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   This is the Truth that sets you free from Satan, sin and the fear of death.  And it is the gospel.  The gospel is good news that reveals to us that love brings meaning to life.  For whosoever that believes in Jesus Christ, the way back to God, will not die and will not perish but have eternal.  This good news is a message that brings meaning and hope to life.

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that this is why Jesus Christ introduces Himself to us today as, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”.  Thus our text for the day begins, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God[a]; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place where I am going” (John 14:1-4).  Herein Jesus is addressing the issue of the ultimate destiny of mankind.  And each man’s destiny begins with faith in God and in Jesus Christ, Who is the way back to God.  Jesus also reiterated the fact that God is His Father and He is the Way back to the Father as He was going to prepare a place for those who believe in Him and afterwards would come back for them so that where He is there they will be with Him.  Then He suggested that “you know where I am going”.  

· At this suggestion Thomas became curious and our text for today continued, “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’  Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him’” (John 14:5-7).  Here we see Jesus made it very clear that to know Him implies knowing the Father.  This is reiterating what we already learned in our previous sermon when Jesus asserted that He and the Father are one.  Jesus also emphasized that no one can come to the Father except though Him.

· The discourse was becoming intriguing and so Philip interjected.  Thus our text for the day continued and concluded, “Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us’.  Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.   You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it’” (John 14:1-14).  Not only did Jesus explain His relationship with the Father here, He also emphasized the type of relationship we can have with Him and the Father if we believe in Him.  In essence Jesus culminated the discourse of introducing Himself as “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” by explaining that the only way that we can have true meaning and hope in life is to establish a relationship with the Father through Him.

· So please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  Knowing Him guarantees knowing the Father and having eternal life in a place He has gone to prepare for His believers.  But first you must accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have lost the Way, the Truth and consequently the meaning and hope in life because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation, the Way, the Truth and the Life that is full of meaning and hope, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The Word has been preached, the invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

JUNE 15, 2008



 I AM the Vine


John 15:1-14
· Today will be our ninth week of the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  On this Fathers’ Day 2008 we shall focus on Jesus Christ’s introduction of Himself as “I AM the true Vine”.   And how appropriate this introduction of Himself to us is on Fathers’ Day as Jesus Christ referred to His Father as the Gardener and while He is the true Vine!  The responsibility of the Father is to ensure that He tends the garden such that the vine is productive in terms of having branches that bear much fruit.  If a branch does not bear fruit it is cut off or pruned.  Pruning ensures that no wild branches keep using all the nutrients and produce no fruit.

· This is serious business because the productiveness of the vine depends on the branches that are bearing fruit and not branches that are growing vegetative and beautiful.   Proverbs states that beauty is vain and charm is deceitful.  It is the man or woman who fears the Lord and has godly character that is to be praised (Proverbs 31:30).

· Therefore allow me to suggest to you that it is the responsibility of the Father to ensure that the vine has productive fruit bearing branches.  The Father as the Gardener tends the Vine to ensure the branches are productive.  The fruit that is expected of Christians, the branches of Christ –the Vine, to bear is that of love and obedience.  In fact obedience is the proof of love.  Whilst love creates compassion, obedience produces passion.  It is therefore the responsibility of Fathers to develop love and obedience in their children.  And so on this Fathers’ Day 2008, I am indebted to remind fathers that it is their unique responsibility to teach and train their children to bear the fruit of love and obedience.  Fathers are like gardeners and if they do not tend their children appropriately, the fruit of love and obedience that ensure that their children are in Christ and Christ in them will be lacking.  And what will be produced will be wild children.  You have to remember that love and obedience are the characters that identify you and your children that you belong to Christ and are abiding in Him.  On the other hand rebellion is an indication that you are wild and do not belong to Christ and He is not in you.  And children have to be taught to love and be obedient otherwise they will become wild.  It is the parents’ responsibility to tend their children.  But the Book of Proverbs instructs us that it is the responsibility of the father to set the spiritual temperature in house by giving commandments for the children while it is the mother who acts as the thermostat to regular the temperature the father has set to teach to the children ((Proverbs 6:20-23).  So both parents must be involved in the nurturing of their children to produce the fruit of love and obedience that represent the character of Christ.  Failure by either parties results in producing wild branches without fruit that indicate the character of Christ.

· Deuteronomy chapter six instructs how to produce children with the character that God desires through continuous teaching all the time.  Listens to a portion of it, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).  Also, in Proverb 22:1-6, the Lord instructs parents, “A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.  Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the Maker of them all.  A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffers for it.  Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.  In the paths of the wicked lie thorns and snares, but he who guards his soul stays far from them.  Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it”.

· However, in our generation, many a father has failed in his responsibility of setting the spiritual temperature of their home to ensure that his children are trained appropriately to produce the character of Christ in the fruit of love and obedience.  In fact many men are quick to father children but then fail to develop these children to be productive and bear the fruit of love and obedience.  This is gross irresponsibility!  For instance, many fathers either do not care or do encourage their daughters to dress sexually provocative and their sons to be aggressive conquerors of those girls who dress like that.  As such we have created a generation of children that are wild sexually.  Consequently, children are having children they cannot train themselves and the vicious cycle continues.  This is probably why there is so much mess in our community today.

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that this is why Jesus Christ introduces Himself to us today as, “I am the true Vine”.  This statement implies that there are false vines.  Fathers and parents who fail in their responsibilities of producing children with the fruit of Christ’s character of love and obedience represent false vines.  As such Jesus was quick to remind Christians in our text of today that He is the true Vine and they, His disciples or followers are the branches while His Father is the Gardener.  Thus our text for the day begins, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me” (John 15:1-4).   Herein the requirement for maintaining productive fruit bearing branches rather that wild ones is pruning.  Pruning of branches is equivalent to disciplining our children to produces good character that represent Christ.  Pruning is painful to the gardener, the vine and the branches because some wild branches have to be cut off.   Christian discipline is painful to God, Jesus Christ, parents and the children but it has to be employed to cut off wild behaviors that do not produce a character representing Christ.  Pruning is done on fruit bearing branches to produce more fruit!

·  Thus Jesus continues in text for the day, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples (John 15:5-8).   It is Christ desire for us to be his disciples through the discipline that we receive to display His character of love and obedience.  This is only possible when we remain or abide in Him through being obedient to God’s commands because we love Him.  If anyone who says he or she is a Christian and fails to love and be obedient to God’s command he would be disciplined.  Such a person will be cut off from fellowship and withers and if the behavior persists, such a one will be gathered someday and thrown into the lake of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth in hell.  The way to avoid this punishment is to learn to love and be obedient to God.

· Thus our text continues and concludes, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you” (John 15:9-15).  Herein Jesus is emphasizes by reiterating that the proof of love is obedience to God’s commands.  The ultimate result of love is to have Christ’s joy in us and that our joy may be complete.  Therefore, allow me to submit to you that the secret of joy is not in things we posses but in absolute obedience to God’s command that proof our love for Him.  Therefore on this Fathers’ Day 2008 let me suggest to you that fathers are the gardeners that must cultivate their children through discipline to bear the fruit of love and obedience that represent the character of Christ for their joy to be complete.  Fathers must set the spiritual temperature of their home by ensuring training is based on God’s commands and mothers must modulate the atmosphere in the home just like the thermostat to ensure that the spiritual atmosphere in the home is in accordance with the commandments of the father’s temperature setting.  When this happens we will be producing children that love and are obedient depicting Christ’s character, and our joy will be complete.

· So please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus is the Vine and Christians are the branches that abide or remain in Him.  But first you need to know Him before you can remain in Him.  You know Him by accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior.  

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you not abiding in Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation, and/or just continue to remain Him that your joy may be complete, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The Word has been preached, the invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

JUNE 22, 2008
 
I AM the Resurrection and the Life


John 11:17-27
· We are still continuing with the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” and this is our tenth week.  Our focus today is on “I AM the Resurrection and the life”.  The subjects of death and life are of great interest and importance to mankind.  Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, death became a sure end to man’s life in the flesh.  For the wages of sin is death (Roman 6:23).  Therefore the fear of death has grip mankind so much so that he is in a life-long bondage to Satan for the fear of death (Hebrews 2:15) as it has been appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).  The fear of death is not in death itself but what happens after it, especially the judgment.  The key question usually is where will you spend eternity after you die physically?  

· Man was created in the image of God.  So since God is spirit, man has spirit because God had breathed His spirit into him to become a living being as he was created from the dust of the earth. The flesh, which is dust, will always die and return to dust but the spirit never dies.  So the greatest fear about death is not the end of physical life but the uncertainty of eternal destiny for the spirit and the soul.  This is why the Book of Revelation describes the eternal separation of man’s soul and spirit from God in hell fire as the second death (Revelation 20:12-15).  Only Jesus Christ and His redemptive work can keep man’s soul and spirit from hell.  Therefore allow me to submit to you this morning that this is why Jesus introduces Himself to us today, as “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”. 

· In saying, “I Am the Resurrection and the Life” Jesus is implying that because I Am alive forever, I have overcome sin and death.  Therefore man should cease from the fear of death.  Today’s text is an illustration of what would happen to all who believe in Christ: Their souls and spirit will never die because they will never be eternally separated from God.  Today’s text is a story of one of Jesus’ friends, name Lazarus who died and Jesus brought him back to life.

· John the writer of this Book opens chapter eleven saying, “Now a man named Lazarus was sick.  He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.  So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love is sick’.   When He heard this, Jesus said, ‘this sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it’.  Jesus loved Martha, her sister Mary and their brother Lazarus.  Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.  Then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea’.  ‘But Rabbi’, they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?’  Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world's light.  It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light’.  After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up’.  His disciples replied, Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better’.  Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.  So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him’.  Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him’” (John 11:1-16).

· Thus our text for the day began, “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  ‘Lord’, Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask’.  Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again’.  Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day’” (John 11:17-24).  Herein we see than Lazarus was dead, buried and had been in the tomb for four days even though Jerusalem was less than two miles from Bethany.  Why did Jesus delay when he heard his friend Lazarus was sick and then came after he had been in the tomb for four days?  The answer is in John 11:4,15 “Jesus said, ‘this sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it’ and ‘for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe’”.  The implication is that God sometimes delay doing things for us so that He will be glorified in it.  When Martha heard about Jesus arrival at Bethany, she came out to welcome Him.  You see, Martha has learned over the years that the best place to be is where Jesus is.  Do you remember that at one time she was busy with meal preparation while Mary sat at the feet of Jesus learning? (Luke 10:38-41).  Not so this time around.  It was Martha who went out to meet Jesus while Mary was at home.  Martha has developed her faith and truth in Jesus and was eager to be in His presence.  Then, she expressed her faith and beliefs in Jesus Christ when she said that if Jesus were present her brother would have not died but even then she now knows that God would give Jesus whatever He asked.  That was faith in action!  Jesus told her your brother would rise again.  Her thoughts quickly went to the resurrection she knows about from the scriptures that will happen on the last day.  Jesus then reminded and informed her that He was talking about an immediate resurrection.
· Thus our text continued and concluded, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world’” (John 11:25-27).  Here Jesus makes a profound statement after introducing Himself, as “I am the Resurrection and the Life”.  He added, “He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever believes in Me will never die”.  Jesus then concluded his profound statement by asking, “Do you believe this?”  Martha’s response was yes Lord; I believe you are the Christ, the Son of God, who has come in the world.  How about you, do you believe?  Because Martha believed, her brother was raised as the end of the story in the later part of John chapter eleven reported that after Jesus arrived at the tomb of Lazarus, he was moved with compassion toward everyone that mourned Lazarus’ death and He wept.  Then He requested that the stone at the entrance of the tomb be taken away.  And John in John 11:41-44 concluded the story, “So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me’.  When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.   Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go’”.  Therefore let me submit to you that Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life!  Anyone who believes in Him will live; even though he dies; and whoever believes in Him will never die.

· The key question is do you believe this?  You can believe this if you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the world.  You believe in Jesus when you accept Him to be your Lord and personal savior.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully experience the fact that He is the Resurrection and the Life because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and experience Him as the Resurrection and the Life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The invitation has been given and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE “I AM” STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST

JUNE 29, 2008
 

I AM the King of the Jews

John 19:14-22
· This is our tenth week into the sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today is on “I AM the King of the Jews”.  To introduce Himself as the King of the Jews was in order as Jesus came through the lineage of David, the second King of Israel (the Jewish people).  Jesus is often described as the root and/or the seed of David and that He would sit on the throne of David His father.  

· Whenever reference is made to Kings it implies authority over kingdoms and lordship over peoples.  The Jews people did not give much thought of Jesus as their king because He did not come with a kingly authority to set them free from the rule of the Romans.  Albeit on several occasions they tried to crown Him their earthly king and every time He would withdraw from the circumstance.  His acceptance of royalty, as the king of peace as He rode on a colt, was in His triumphant entry into Jerusalem at which time the crowd shouted praises to Him saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:8-10).  He tried several times to inform them that He was king of another and a better kingdom – the Kingdom of God, but they would not understand or accept Him thus.

· Indeed Jesus is King except that His Kingdom is not of this earth.  This is why Jesus came and began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 4:17).  And Jesus came to establish this Kingdom among His own people the Jews but they rejected Him.  Thus the Scriptures inform us that “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:10-13).  Everyone who accepts Jesus is then adopted into the family of God to be part of His Kingdom.  The Jews rejected Him because they thought He was coming to be their earthly king and free them from Roman rule.  The story of His trial, rejection and crucifixion is indication that the Jews did not accept Him as their King.

· However in our text of the day, Jesus introduced Himself as “I am the King of the Jews” through the sign that Pilate had placed on top of His cross.  John in his gospel chapter 19 relates the trial that lead to Jesus Christ’s crucifixion.  John story in this chapter 19 is as follows.  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face.  Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him."  When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe – signifying royalty, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!"  As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!"   But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him."   Then the Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God."  When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer.  "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?"  Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."  From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."

· Thus our text began “And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!  But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him.  Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, we have no king but Caesar.   Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.  And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst” (John 19:14-18).   Here we see the only way the Jews would make Pilate succumb to pressure to crucify Jesus was to falsely accuse Him of making Himself king to dethrone Caesar.  At this false accusation, Pilate used it as a reason to give up Jesus to be crucified.

· Thus the text continued and concluded, “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross.  And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.   This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.   Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews.  Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written’” (John 19:19-22). 

· Within this argument by the chief priest, Jesus introduced Himself, as “I am King of the Jews”.  However, whatever their arguments Pilate insisted that what he had written stands.  Pilate wrote in three languages – Hebrew, Greek and Latin – “JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS”. But please allow me to suggest to you that Jesus Christ is not only King of the Jews but king of all who have accepted Him as Lord and personal savor and have been adopted into the family of God to partake in His Kingdom.  The prerequisite for being part of His kingdom is repentance from sin and accepting Him as personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified, died to pay the price of your sins as your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully accepted Him as King of your life because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and enjoy Jesus Christ as King of your Life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The invitation has been given and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Male Chorus leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
PAGE  
11

