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Commitment To Worship

Deuteronomy 33:1-23
· Happy New Year and I wish you a prosperous 2008.  As we start our new sermon series on “A NEW BEGINNING WITH COMMITMENT” we shall focus on Worship today.  I want to assure you that with each New Year, God is providing us another chance with a clean slate to begin anew again.  For a good start of this year, the sermons will focus on commitment to give us a great kick start at Mt Traveler.

· Commitment is the act of getting engaged or involved in an event or activity.  As such commitment to worship is getting engaged or involved in worship.   Worship is a love relationship.  Loving God is an act of worship for those who belong to Him and are committed to enjoy His presence.  God is not an absentee husband, Father or spouse. His love for us that belong to Him is eternal and so we ought to respond with the same.

·  Christian worship is a love affair involving God and Christians.  This is because Christian worship is God revealing Himself in Jesus Christ and Christians responding to this revelation.  It is falling in love with Jesus Christ!  Individuals who fail to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior are not Christians and cannot respond appropriately to God revelation of Himself to them.  In other words, since God is Love, any person who has not accepted the revelation of Love in Jesus Christ cannot respond to Love.  As such you cannot truly worship unless and until you understand that worship entails knowing who God is; for God is Love manifested in Jesus Christ as the connector or centerpiece in Christian worship.  For when we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, He sends the Holy Spirit to permanently indwell us.  The Holy Spirit then enables us to worship God in Spirit and in Truth.

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that a commitment to worship is a commitment to fall in love with God through Jesus Christ.  The proof of love however is obedience to God’s commandments.  Jesus loved God the Father and was obedient to do all that the Father had sent Him to do here on earth.  Towards the end of His ministry here on earth, Jesus said to His disciples, “If you love me you will keep (obey) my commands” and that “it is by your love one to another that men will know you are my disciples”.  Jesus also said that God was seeking true worshippers who will worship in Spirit and in Truth.  To worship in Spirit and in Truth requires that you love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, might and all your strength; and to love your neighbors as yourself.  So Mt Traveler, a new beginning with commitment to worship in the New Year (2008) is a new beginning with a commitment to love God with all your heart, mind, might and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself.

· The New Year is indeed a great opportunity to have a new beginning with commitment to worship.  It is natural to be and enjoy the presence of the ones you love.  By implication, the commitment of Mt Traveler members to worship is a commitment to be in God’s presence and in the presence of other Christians worshiping at this local body of Christ called Mt Traveler.  This means you will not skip worship experiences unnecessarily if you are truly obedient to the indwelling Holy Spirit.  A commitment to worship is a commitment to obedience.  A new beginning with a commitment to worship then is total yielding to the Holy Spirit so that you can become absolutely obedient to God’s word.  And remember, it is better to obey than sacrifices.

· We in the New Testament Church are privileged to have the Holy Spirit indwelling us.  In the Old Testament times, the Holy Spirit only came upon those who are to be used of God as they committed themselves to absolute obedience to Him.  With such individuals, God interacted at all times and reveal to them things to come and the benefits of obedience.  However, if they disobeyed God at any point in time, He will take away the Holy Spirit from them.  Do you recall King Saul was disobedient and tried to appease God with the sacrifices of the very thing God asked him to destroy?  He did not succeed that way and God took the Holy Spirit from him costing him his throne and kingdom.  Also, I hope you do recall King David’s prayer of repentance from the sin with Uriah’s wife saying, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation and take not your Holy Spirit from me!” 

· Moses was an individual who was obedient to God and interacted with Him as a friend.  As such Moses knew that whatever things God revealed to those who fear Him are for their benefits.  In Deuteronomy 29:29, Moses wrote, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law”.  The benefits that Christians receive come from absolutely obeying or following God’s word as revealed in Jesus Christ. 

· Our text of the day describes a love relationship between Moses and God.  Rather let me say that the text describes Moses’ worship experience with God.  All Moses desired was God’s presence to go with him, nothing less and nothing more.  This is the essence of a commitment to worship.  

· Thus our text for the day began, “Then the LORD said to Moses, Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your descendants.'  I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey.  But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.  When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one put on any ornaments.  For the LORD had said to Moses, Tell the Israelites, 'You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you.  Now take off your ornaments and I will decide what to do with you'.  So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.  Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting".  Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp.  And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent.  As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses.  Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped each at the entrance to his tent.  The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent” (Exodus 33:1-11).

· Herein, we learn that God speaks to people who have fallen in love with Him and are true worshipers that worship in spirit and in truth.  Such people speak to God face to face as a man with his friend.  It is during worship moments that God reveal the secret things of His heart to true worshippers.  God would reveal both the good and evil things concerning His people so that they can benefit from them.  Here in our texts God revealed to Moses it was time to go and possess the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey.  At the same time He revealed to Moses that the people of Israel are a stubborn (stiff-necked) people.  And God knows that at the beginning of this year God is asking Mt Traveler to go and possess the land “flowing with milk and honey” but He is also saying Mt Traveler is a stiff-necked people who will not do what the Lord demands us to do.  The solution is to repent by stripping whatever that is hindering us from obeying God and come to the place of worship.  At the place of worship we shall hear God’s voice clearly as we acknowledge His presence.  For where two or three are gathered in His Name, He is among them.  God’s presence is more important than Him sending His angel with you.  Note also that each time Moses had been in the presence of God he would return to the camp.  Why? To minister to the people and show them what God had revealed.  We too must return to the community and minister to it as the Lord has revealed to us while in presence during worship.  Therefore Mt Traveler I submit to you that a new beginning with commitment to worship is a commitment to loving God and enjoying His presence to know His will so as to return to our communities and minister to them. 

· Thus our text for the day continued and concluded with Moses asking God to show him His glory.  Why?  This because if anyone desires to lead God’s people, it must be for God’s glory.  And God will only reveal His glory to those who diligently seek Him and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.  And, of course, God knows such people so you cannot deceive Him.  Thus our text continued and concluded, “Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor with me.'  If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people."  The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."   Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.   How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?"  And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name."  Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."   And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.   But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."  Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock.  When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen” (Exodus 33:12-230).

· Why did Moses prefer God’s presence rather than an angel going with them?  You see, angels are ministering spirits and do as commanded.  If an angel is asked to destroy, he will do just that without any mercy.  God’s presence will show mercy on whom He will have mercy and God will have compassion on whom He will have compassion.  Note, you know God and find His favor when you worship in Spirit and in Truth.  Moses found favor with God and was able to ask for God’s presence to go with them into the Promised Land.  In fact Moses insisted that if God will not God with them he is not moving an inch.  Mt Traveler we must learn to move along with God’s presence.  I have learned not to be slower or faster than God for that is when I get in trouble.   Note also that Moses insisted to see God’s glory.  But God showed him His back instead; for no man shall see God and live.  In other words God did not reveal the future but the past to Moses.  For God is eternity past and future.  He chose to reveal His eternity past to Moses that is why Moses was able to write the books of Genesis to Deuteronomy perfectly without an error even though he was not there at the beginning of times.  And so I say to you Mt Traveler members and friends that a new beginning with a commitment to worship would unveil the deep things of God to us. 

· So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge I offer to you at the beginning of this New Year (2008) is to have a new beginning with commitment to worship.  Be assured that you cannot worship in Spirit and in Truth unless you have been adopted into the family of God and the Holy Spirit has been placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to have a new beginning with a commitment to worship, we invite you to come now and accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but do not have a commitment to worship because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace, favor and worship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
A NEW BEGINNING

JANUARY 13, 2008

Commitment To Service


Romans 12:1-8
· As we continue our sermon series on “A NEW BEGINNING WITH COMMITMENT” today we shall focus on Service.  Let me start by saying that the urge to a rewarding and fulfilling service comes out of love.  Any kind of service that is done under obligation or force is never fulfilling or rewarding.  So there is always a choice to serve willingly out of love or not.  Faithful service is an indication of one’s loyalty and love for the individual being served.  Jesus made this crystal clear when He expressed that it is impossible to be loyal to two masters and serve them faithfully at the same time.  This record is clear in Matthew 6:24, when Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money”.  Definitely, it is the one you love the most that you would be devoted to and become a servant of.   It is your choice!  Therefore be careful that you are not enticed to serve money because its love is the root of all evil.  Mt Traveler let me ask you, what is more important to you?  To go and make some money or to spent some time with God in worship?  Remember it is a choice.  The choice you make determines what or who you love and treasure the most.  

· The records bear me witness that where your treasure is there also is you heart (love).  But Paul warns in 1Timothy 6:6-10, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs”.   Ecclesiastes 5:10 adds, “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  This too is meaningless”. 

· Therefore let me submit to you that a new beginning with a commitment to service is a commitment to choose to be faithful in your love for God and to serve Him and Him alone! This is why Joshua would challenge the Israelites in Joshua 24:14-15, “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD”.  I am glad the people of Israel chose to serve the Lord.  I am also glad that my family and I have chosen to love and serve the Lord! What about you as members of Mt Traveler?  What is your choice?  Shall you love and serve the Lord or not?  Remember serving is ministering, and Jesus said that anyone desiring to be the greatest in the kingdom of God must be the servant or least among them all.  That is to say that serving or ministering requires a great deal of humility.  And so let me suggest to you that a new beginning with commitment to service is a commitment to building your status in the kingdom of God through humility.  You cannot work your way into God’s kingdom but once you are saved and belong to the kingdom of God, you are saved unto good works.

· Your commitment to service begins with your transformation that involves the renewing of your mind. A mind that is set on worldly things cannot and will never commit to serving God and His people in His kingdom.  A commitment to serve God and His people requires great sacrifices including your body, to proof your genuine love (worship) of Him.

· Thus our text for the day began, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:1-2).  Your spiritual act of worship is determined by how genuinely you have offered your body as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.  To do this you must decease from conforming to the patterns of this world and have a paradigm shift by being transformed through the renewing of your mind.  How can you renew your mind?  It is by feeding it with the word of God so that you can become a man or a woman of faith.  For the record bear me witness that faith comes by hearing the word of God.  Faith in God aids us to be faithful in our service.  Faith also helps us to be humble and become servants of the living God and each other.

· Then our text for the day continued to express the need of humility for true service and a prove and test of doing God’s will and what is His good, pleasing and perfect will.  It reads, “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you” (Romans 12:3). 

· Finally our text concludes with a profound revelation that a commitment to service is a recognition that Christians are all members of Christ body and each member belongs to all the others.  For each member has been gifted to serve other members of the body so that the whole body can function properly.  Each member’s gift is for a different function in the body.  Therefore use your giftedness to serve God and others so that the body of Christ can function properly.  Thus the concluding text  reads, “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:4-8).  And so let me submit to you that a new beginning with commitment to service entails presenting your bodies as living sacrifices to God, being humble as the word of God transforms you by the renewing of your mind with faith that comes through the hearing of the Word and the understanding that you belong to the rest of the body of Christ to use your giftedness in serving it. 

· So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge I offer to you at the beginning of this New Year (2008) is to have a new beginning with commitment to service in addition to your commitment to worship.  Be assured that you cannot serve without humility and if you have not been adopted into the family of God and the Holy Spirit has been placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to have a new beginning with a commitment to service in this New Year 2008 and the years to come, we invite you to come now and accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but do not have a commitment to serving God and His people because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace, favor; and to worship and serve, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  Remember it is a choice that you must make as to whom you would serve and worship, but as for me, and my household we will serve and worship the Lord! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
A NEW BEGINNING

JANUARY 20, 2008

Commitment To Tithing


2Corinthians 9:6-15
· Let me begin by making a bold statement that tithing is the fair way God has chosen to finance His kingdom.  If you belong to the kingdom you are obliged to tithe since tithing is a fair way of stewardship accountability for all that God has blessed you with.  And throughout all history those who had tithed had been blessed and similarly all those who have been blessed and know their source had always tithe.  Tithing makes a bold statement to God that I know you are my source of blessings and I can trust you by giving a tenth of my resources to support kingdom building.

· When you believed in Jesus as your Lord and savior you were adopted into the family of God.  You also became a joint heir with Jesus Christ to inherit the kingdom of God.  You became a member of God’s kingdom.  Your responsibility follows that you are to contribute to kingdom building and tithing is the fair way of stewardship accountability God has chosen for you.  And thank God He is very fair because all He requires of every member of His kingdom is just a tenth or ten percent (10%) of all He has blessed you with.  This implies that unto him whom much more blessings have been bestowed, much more is required in tithes.

· Worship in giving is an expression of gratitude to God for blessing me and especially for adopting me into His Family to inherit His kingdom.  Tithing cannot be forced upon anyone because it is not a membership due.  All earthly organizations to which you belong have fixed amount of annual dues for each member to pay no matter your financial status.  In that case whatever the organization establishes as annual dues, every member pays otherwise they cease to be members of the organization or be considered inactive members.  Both non members and inactive members of an organization do not benefit from the organization.  Usually failure to pay your dues places you on an inactive list.  Persistent failure to pay your dues results in expulsion from the organization.  Thank God this does not happen in the family of God but each is expected to contribute a fair share according to the ability that have been bestowed on one.  This means that in tithing, if I am blessed with one dollar, ten cents are due from me as an expression of my gratitude to Him who is my source.  And if it is ten cents, then a penny belongs to God.  If it is $10,000, my tithe is $1000.  This is how very fair God is to all of us.  He does not require the same amount from each member of His family because He knows our abilities are different.  

· Therefore when it comes to giving in worship, I cannot compare my giving with another child of God.  All that God requires of me is to be faithful in tithing what He has blessed me with.  The strange thing about tithing is the more I am faithful in tithing the more I show that God is my source and He will never fail to supply all my needs according to His riches in glory.  In fact the more you tithe and give offerings to meet the needs of others and for kingdom building the more God will entrust to you.  And this is why Paul encouraged that the more you meet the needs of the Church (body of Christ) and those members in need, “my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19).  However, your motive in giving or tithing should not solely be so that God may give you more.  That would be like you are trying to bribe God to have you way and that will never work out.  

· Therefore allow me to suggest to you that a “A NEW BEGINNING WITH COMMITMENT TO TITHING” is a commitment to following the fair way of stewardship accountability chosen by God to support the ministry and build His Kingdom.  In fact, your worship in giving is more than tithing it also includes offerings.  Offering is whatever you give over and beyond your tithes.  Our worship in giving has to be purposeful; from a pure heart, cheerful and without any grudge because we know our gifts are our expressions of gratitude to God and at the same time a service to meet the needs of the saints as well as for building the kingdom of God.

· Thus our text for the day begin, “There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints.  For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.  But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be.  For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident.  So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given” (2Corinthians 9:1-5).

· Paul was then quick to remind his audience that tithing and giving offerings is like sowing seeds.  If you sow few seeds you harvest will not be much.  But if you sow generously you would reap generously.  Thus our text continued, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever" (Psalm 112:9).  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.   You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” (2Corithians 9”6-11).

· And the records in the scriptures bear me witness that our failure to prosper is because we have failed to honor God in our worship in giving our tithes and offerings.  People have become covetous, self-centered and selfish in this generation.  This is the main cause of calamity for us.  We pay more attention to self than to God, His kingdom and His people.  Listen to the records in Hagai 1:2-15, “In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.' "Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?"   Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.  You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it."  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.  Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD.  "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.  Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.  I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands".  Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.  Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: "I am with you," declares the LORD.  So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius”.   Mt Traveler have we neglected the house of God, leaving it in ruin while each person is busy with his house?  Do we feel sometimes like we have worked hard, earned big bucks and yet do not know how the money disappeared?  It is because we have failed in our obligation in tithes and offerings to support the work of the ministry.  Another record in Malachi bears me witness and would instruct and inform us thus: “I, the LORD, do not change.  So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.  Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.  "But you ask, 'How are we to return?'  "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  "In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it” (Malachi 3:6-10).  Therefore a new beginning with a commitment to tithing is a commitment to support the work of the ministry and meeting the needs of those who belong to the household of God through our worship in giving that includes tithes and offerings.

· You see, when we bring our tithes and offering to support the ministry in essence we are supporting a service of building the kingdom of God and meeting the needs of those who belong to the kingdom.  Thus our text for the day concludes, “This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2Corinthians 9:12-15).

· So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge I offer to you at the beginning of this New Year (2008) is to have a new beginning with commitment to tithing in addition to your commitment to worship and service.  Be assured that you cannot bring your tithes and offerings to support the work of the ministry unless you have been adopted into the family of God and the Holy Spirit has been placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to have a new beginning with a commitment to worship, service and tithing in this New Year 2008 and the years to come, we invite you to come now and accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but do not have commitments to worship, serving God and His people, and tithing because of the effects of your sinful behaviors due to selfishness and self-centeredness, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace, favor; and to worship, serve and tithe to support the work of the ministry, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  Remember it is a choice that you must make as to whether you would serve and worship God, and tithe to support the work of the ministry! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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Commitment To Fellowship
Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37
· As we conclude our sermon series on A New Beginning on Commitment with a focus on Fellowship, let me say that we can simply look at fellowship as fellows that are in the same ship.  What ever our backgrounds, those who belong to Christ are in the same ship, the ship of Zion that is bound for the Promised Land.  Christian fellowship occurs when two or more Christians are in the company of one another. The dictionary defines fellowship as “friendly association with others” or “companionship”.  Christian fellowship therefore is the friendly association of Christians one with another implying that you make a deliberate choice of Christians to be your closest companions. 

· Christian fellowship begins through the process of adoption into the family of God. In fact it begins with Christian worship, which is falling in with God.  In essence it is God revealing Himself to man through love and man responding to such a profound and loving revelation.  This then results in the adoption process into the family of God.  Any one who is a Christian today has been adopted into the family of God and has become a joint heir with Jesus to inherit the kingdom of God.   This gives you the right to become a child of God.  You probably have heard in passing that we are all God's children, but the truth is we cannot become God's children until we have been adopted, through faith in Christ, into God’s family.  The records states in Ephesians 1:5 that “He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will”.

· If we were indeed all God's children by virtue of being His creation, then adoption wouldn't be necessary.  Ask any parents of adopted children and they'll tell you the process is long, hard and painful! Why would God choose adoption if we were already His children? But because God longs to have you as His child, He sacrificed Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, on the cross in order to purchase your salvation.  Therefore if you have received Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, congratulations!  You are now a member of God's family and a member of the Christian fellowship. 

· Christian fellowship is the enjoyment of the company of those who have been adopted into God’s family.  Christian fellowship grows naturally because it is natural to want to be in the company of those who are like you in their thinking, words and actions.  However, fellowship requires a commitment to service that allows you to choose to serve God faithfully and be fruitful by serving other members of His family.  Moreover, the desire for fellowship with "like-thinkers" is God-given.  As such, ignoring Christian fellowship is denying yourself the companionship of your new family members that would the cause of stunted Christian growth and worse still, you will be exposing yourself to greater risks of temptations into sin and indulgence in sinful behaviors.  Rather, let us follow the admonition in Hebrews 10:24-25, "And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching”.  Or else your spiritual understanding will be darkened and you will form companionships with unbelievers that would ruin your good morals as a child of God.  Even though God desires that we live among unbelievers and share what we have learned from the gospel with them, we have been called to be separate in our choice of close companions with them.  For this reason, Paul warns in 2 Corinthians chapter six “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? And what fellowship can light have with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14 NIV) 

· Therefore, Christian fellowship is critical! Being in the company of people who think like you do is very important to your spiritual growth and survival as a Christian.  Recall once you have been adopted into the family of God you each belong to one another in order to have a companionship of like-mindedness.  Most churches offer some kind of small group experience that you can become a part of to have such a companionship.  But you must commit to such companionship to grow healthily spiritually and survive as a Christian.  Therefore, allow me to suggest to you that a new beginning with commitment to fellowship begins with the adoption into God’s family and is a commitment to the companionship of those that are of the same thoughts, words and deeds with you that leads to healthy spiritual growth, faithfulness and fruitfulness in your Christian walk.  Such a commitment will also requires your worship in giving to share and care for those in the companionship.

· Thus our text for the day begins, “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42-47).  This text is the true essence of Christian fellowship as those who had been adopted in God’s family worshipped, served, and gave to meet the needs of each other.  Those who had material things shared freely with those who did not!  There was a caring attitude among the believers!!  Won’t that be great to have such a wonderful fellowship at Mt Traveler?  Such a fellowship is attractive to unbelievers.  As such the Lord added to the number of this early Christian fellowship daily those who were being saved.  This is because this early Christian fellowship was very strong and outstanding with members that were together in everything and had everything in common, doing things together, sharing and caring with sincere hearts.

· This early Christian fellowship had a strong covenant relationship among its membership that they enjoyed the companionship of each other.  For the scriptures bear me witness in with a rhetorical question in Amos 3:3 “Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so”?  Also, the benefit of a covenant relationship in companionship is explicit in Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm alone?   Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken”. 

· A warm Christian fellowship attracts sinners and does exploit for the Lord!  Therefore our remaining text for the day continued and concluded, “All the believers were one in heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and much grace was upon them all.  There were no needy persons among them.  For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.   Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet” (Acts 4:32-37).  This is the epitome of Christian fellowship that strengthens the witness of the believers concerning the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus.  And how much would it benefit Mt Traveler to emulate this first Christian fellowship! There has to be individuals in our fellowship that are sons of encouragement like Joseph of Cyprus – Everyone just called him Barnabas (Son of Encouragement) because of his generosity and encouragement to others.  Barnabas exemplifies that Christian fellowship involves the process of giving up of our resources as we care and share in the true spirit of fellowship.

· So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge I offer to you at the conclusion of this series on commitment is to have a new beginning with commitment to fellowship in addition to your commitment to worship, service and tithing.  Be assured it is impossible for you to fellowship unless you have been adopted into the family of God and the Holy Spirit has been placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to have a new beginning with a commitment to worship, service, tithing and fellowship in this New Year 2008 and the years to come, we invite you to come now and accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but do not have commitments to worship, serving God and His people, tithing and fellowship because of the effects of your sinful behaviors due to selfishness and self-centeredness, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace and favor; and to worship, serve, tithe to support the work of the ministry and fellowship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make as to whether you would serve and worship God; tithe to support the work of the ministry; and fellowship! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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