Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

December 7, 2008
Feeding 5000 Men and Their Families

Mat. 14:13-21;John 6:1-15  
· This is the first Sunday of December. 2008 and this is our Eighteenth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Feeding 5000 Men and Their Families”.  How appropriate this miracle is for the first Sunday of the last month of the year to show that Jesus truly cares for our family members and us!  Hunger is one of the greatest needs of mankind.  Jesus here miraculously fed the people who followed Him.  He fed them as an example for us to meet the people’s physical need to prepare them for the spiritual and to realize His goodness.  How many of you realize that God has been good to you this year and years past?  Why don’t praise and worship Him in this house of worship right now?

· The miracles that Jesus performs would always have specific purposes.  And accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Eighteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place in a remote or solitary place.  Jesus had left for a solitary place after he had learned of the news of how John the Baptist had sadly been beheaded.  The Jews Passover Feast was also near and so He crossed over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee into a remote place in the mountains.  But the crowd kept following Him.

· Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.  As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food."  Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat."  "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered.  "Bring them here to me," he said.  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children” (Matthew 14:13-21).   John’s version reads, “Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick.  Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.  The Jewish Passover Feast was near.  When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"  Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"  Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.  When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted."  So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.  After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world."  Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself” (John 6:1-15).   

· The miracles that Jesus performed caused the crowd to follow Him everywhere.  These crowds enjoyed the spiritual atmosphere and the presence of Jesus that they forgot about food until it was too late to find some as they were now in a remote place.  Does the intensity of our desire to follow Jesus overcome our worry about what we shall eat, wear and stay?  The scripture admonish us to seek first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness and all these things shall be added unto us.  And whenever Jesus provides us our needs, He dislikes for us to waste His provision.  Therefore, Mt Traveler members do not waste the resources God has provided for you.

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity and the Provider of the needs of mankind.  He is Deity also because He is the Lord Who can meet all our needs according to His riches in glory.  As long as we follow Him faithfully, He will meet all our needs.

· Jesus wanted to prove to the disciples that providing the needs of the crowd are an incentive for following the Lord faithfully.  You cannot dismiss the crowd hungry when they have supported you in serving and worshipping the Lord.  Do not send anyone away hungry so that you could eat what you think is just sufficient for you.  There are great blessings in sharing!  Therefore, bless and give thanks for what you have and share it with others.  Even though the economy is bad right now, forget about yourselves and share with others.  After all it is the Christmas season and it is the season of given.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  Sharing should not be limited to Christmas along – it should go all year round!!

· Whenever you share, you will still have remnants that are more than what you had originally because the Lord will bless you.  The lad that had the five barley loaves and two fish just enough for his lunch ended up with twelve full baskets of remnants because the Lord had blessed his lunch.  Now he even had much more to share!

· Be careful not to get too proud after God has used you to meet the needs of others.  Do not allow the crowd to exalt you and worship you instead of God who used you to meet their needs.

· The crowd in the text of today recognized Jesus Christ as the prophet who was prophesied to come.  Do you know that Jesus is prophet, priest and king?  Yet at the time of this miracle He would not allow Himself to be crowned King because His kingdom is not of this world.  But now He is King because He has established His kingdom.  His kingdom is eternal.  You can become part of this eternal kingdom when you accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior, and follow Him faithfully to the end.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes mankind to starve spiritually.  However, Jesus came and had compassion on mankind and died, offering salvation free of charge.  This salvation also provides you with spiritual food to nourish you so that you can live for eternity.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin to confess faith in Jesus to be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are limited in your worship and outreach to the unsaved because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

December 14, 2008
     Walking On Water
Mat. 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21  
· This is the second Sunday of December 2008, less than two weeks to Christmas.  On this day we shall be considering our Nineteenth miracle in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Walking On Water”.  How appropriate this miracle is for this Christmas season as it proves that Jesus is truly the Son of God and so Deity because He has authority over nature as its Creator!  

· The miracles that Jesus performs would always have specific purposes.  And accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Nineteenth miracle we shall focus on today took place on the Lake of Galilee.  This was after Jesus had fed five thousand men and their families in a remote place.  Then He asked the disciples to get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side of the lake to Capernaum, (headquarter of His Galilean Ministry) while He dismissed the crowd.

· Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.  After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.  But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I.  Don't be afraid."  "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  "Come," he said.  Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"  And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God” (Matthew 14: 22-33).   Mark’s version reads, “Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land.  He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified.  Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I.  Don't be afraid."  Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened” (Mark 6:45-52).  John’s version reads, “When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.  By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them.  A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.  When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified.  But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid."  Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading” (John 6:16-21).   

· Jesus here performed this miracle in the presence of His disciples alone.  We wanted to assure them that there was no need to fear.  First they were afraid of the turbulent water on the lake and because they were afraid, when Jesus arrived on the scene they thought He was a ghost!  How many of you here at some point in your life believe you have seen a ghost, especially at the height of your fears in the dark?  But remember that even in the midst of our fears, Jesus is ever present.  He promised us I would never leave you nor forsake you.  The disciples had gone into the boat to cross over to the other side of the lake in faith at Jesus’ word.  However, somewhere in the journey they lost that faith and began to fear.  Peter, exercised faith and courage and asked Jesus to bid him to come if it was truly He.  He did, and Peter began to walk on the stormy sea until he took his eyes off Jesus, saw the roaring waves, became afraid and began to sink. Does not sound like most of us?  We start the Christian journey by faith and yet somewhere along our pilgrim journey we fail to trust Christ, begin to trust self, begin to fear and fall back into the sea of sin.  Peter quickly realized what was happening – that he has taken his eyes off Jesus and was focusing on self.  He then refocused on Jesus quickly and cried out to Him to save him.  We must do likewise as Peter each time that fear grips us and each time we cry to him, Jesus would save us from our fears.  In fact, we commemorate this Christmas season because Jesus came to save us.  The angel instructed His earthly parents before He was ever born that His name should be Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins.  And when we call Him savior, we truly call Him by His name.  Therefore we ought to worship Him!

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority over nature, like the sea because He is the creator.  He walked on water!  Only Deity can do so and the people He permits because they have faith in Him.

· Faith in Jesus Christ grants us the ability to walk above sin and not sink into sin as long as we stay focus on Him.  Hebrews 12:1-4 admonishes, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood”.

· Whenever you start to loose you faith in Jesus and begin to sink in the sea of sin, you must quickly refocus and cry out to Jesus to save you.  And sure enough He will save you because He came to seek and save the loss.  His name is Jesus for He will save his people from their sins.

· Matthew informs us that when the disciples saw this miracle of Jesus walking on water, Peter joining Him in faith too safely into the boat after Jesus had saved him from sinking, they worshipped Him.  They also recognized that Jesus is Deity and remarked, “Truly you are the Son of God”.  This is also because as both Jesus and Peter entered the boat, the wind died down.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes turbulence in the life of mankind.  However, whenever, Jesus comes into a life, the wind of turbulence caused by SIN (Soul Internal Non-functionality) would cease and that life will be full of peace because of the assurance of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained through His sacrificial death on the cross and provides free of charge as gift to mankind.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin to confess faith in Jesus to be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself and the waves of problems that you are currently sinking or have begun to sink into the sea of sin, you too we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

December 21, 2008

Healing A Demoniac Girl

Mat. 15: 21-28; Mark 7:24-30  
· This is the third Sunday of December 2008, four days to Christmas.  On this day we shall be considering our Twentieth miracle in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Demoniac Girl”.  How appropriate this miracle is for this Christmas season because at Christmas there was another girl who was not possessed by demons but the Holy Spirit and she gave birth to the savior of the world.  It is through the faithfulness of Mary, the young woman that did not allow demons to possess her but the Holy Spirit that we can now celebrate Christmas.  

· So far we have considered three cases of demon possession (The Capernaum, Gerasene and Mute demoniacs) that Jesus freed the individuals (men).  The sermon for today will focus on Jesus healing a demoniac girl.   This miracle proves that Jesus is truly the Son of God as well as Deity because He has authority over demons, the ministering spirits of evil!  

· The miracles that Jesus performs would always have specific purposes.  And accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Twentieth miracle we shall focus on today took place in the region of Tyre and Sidon.  This was after Jesus had taught the Pharisees in a parable that nothing outside can make anyone “unclean” rather it is what comes out of one.  “For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.   All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean’” (Mark 7:21-23).  After that Jesus left Capernaum for the region of Tyre and Sidon that was Gentile.

· Thus the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version, “Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession."  Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us."  He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."  The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said.  He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  "Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed from that very hour” (Matthew 15: 21-28).   Mark’s version reads, “Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre.  He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret.  In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet.  The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.  "First let the children eat all they want," he told her, "for it is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  "Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs."  Then he told her, "For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter."  She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone” (Mark 7:24-30).     

· Jesus here performed this miracle on a Gentile, Syrophoenician demoniac girl.  He wanted to demonstrate that He did not only come to seek and save the Jews but all mankind that put their faith in Him.  The Syrophoenician mother came to plea in faith to Jesus to save her daughter from the demons.  You see the effective fervent prayer of a righteous mother of faith has great effects.  Mothers, I urge you to pray for your children who might be possessed by all kinds of demons that make them act abnormal.  Pray for their salvation because Jesus came for them too.  Jesus came on that first Christmas with a mission to come and seek all that are lost.  Yes, his primary mission was to seek and save the lost sheep of Israel but He actually came to save all humanity.  And He demonstrated this truth in response to the faith of the Syrophenician mother. In fact, we commemorate this Christmas season because Jesus came to save all mankind, whosoever that would exercise faith in Him.  The angel instructed His earthly parents before He was ever born that His name should be Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins.  And when we call Him savior, we indeed truly call Him by His name.  Therefore we ought to believe Him, accept Him and worship Him!

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority demons.

· Faith in Jesus Christ grants us access to deliverance and that of our people from demonic possession.

· Salvation that Jesus offers is both for the Israelites as well as the Gentiles.

· Jesus always honors faith and grants all requests asked in faith.

· Jesus is still in the healing business but He does it in response to our faith in His ability to do so.  He healed this Gentile demoniac girl in response to the request of her mother asked in faith.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes demonic possession of mankind.  However, whenever, Jesus comes into a life, the individual is healed, saved and assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to mankind.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  Christmas is a reminder of the special time that Christ was born of a woman who had faith in God and was not possess by demons but the Holy Spirit.  Through her a savior was born to the world.

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin and the demons rather than the Holy Spirit to possess you, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

December 25, 2008

The Miracle of Light

Isaiah 9:1-7  
· Today is Christmas Day, December 25, 2008.  Merry Christmas to you.  The Lord has placed on my heart to speak on the subject: The Miracle of Light.  For a moment, please close all your eyes.  Now tell me what do you see?  Nothing, I believe.  Now tell me what you perceived when your eyes were closed. 

· Sight is depended on light whereas perception depends on insight.  The miracle of true light depends on perception.  The Christmas season is often celebrated with lights in different cultures.  But does such light provide the miracle of the True Light sent from God?  True light represents righteousness.  Darkness on the other hand represents evil or sin, which always causes fear in mankind.

· Today two other holidays that are celebrated during the Christmas season that involves lighting are Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.  The Jews celebrate Hanukkah and the African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa.  Both celebrations commemorate the miracle of light in overcoming evils (darkness).   Light always dispel darkness!

· After three years of fighting in 165 BC, the Jewish army of a few men and a shortage of weapons defeated the Greek army.  Judah Maccabee and his soldiers triumphantly entered the Temple in Jerusalem and found many things missing or broken from years of pagan occupation, including the missing Golden Menorah. They cleaned the Temple of idols and repaired the stone. When they were finished, they decided to honor God with a re-dedication of the Temple.  

· For the re-dedication, the Maccabees desired to light the Golden Menorah but because it was missing, they had to replace it with a needed alternative one crafted specifically for the celebration.  Oil was needed for the Menorah but they found a small flask of oil with only enough to light the Menorah for one day. Miraculously the oil lasted eight days. This gave the people enough time to obtain new oil to keep the Menorah lit.  

· Today Jews all over the world celebrate Hanukkah for eight days by lighting candles in a Menorah, thus commemorating the eight-day miracle. The word Hanukkah means "dedication"; also called the Festival of Lights. The holiday commemorates the victory of the Maccabees and the re-dedication of the Jerusalem Temple. It also commemorates the miracle of one day of oil that burned for 8 days. One might say that God was well pleased that they were back in HIS Jerusalem Temple. Hanukkah in 2008 starts December 21st at night when the first candle is lit. The first day is December 22 and it runs through December 29th.

· Kwanzaa is a week-long, African American holiday observance held from December 26 to January 1. Timed to serve as an alternative to the growing commercialism of Christmas, it was founded in 1966 by Ron Everett, a.k.a. Maulana Karenga, African-American activist and director of the Black Studies department at the California State University, Long Beach. Whereas Hanukkah is a religious holiday Kwanzaa is a cultural, syncretic festival, based on various elements of the first harvest celebrations widely celebrated in Africa, around the 10th month of the year. According to a survey conducted by the National Retail Foundation in October 2004, 1.6% of consumers celebrate Kwanzaa.

· The name Kwanzaa derives from the Swahili phrase 'matunda ya kwanza', meaning "first fruits".  The last "a" was added to "Kwanza" so that the word would have seven letters, one for each of the Seven Principles, or Nguzu Saba, of Blackness. Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the following principles in order: Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-determination), Ujima (Collective work and responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba (Creativity), and Imani (Faith).

· When Kwanzaa was first established, observers eschewed the mixing of the holiday or its symbols, values and practice with the holidays of any other culture. The feeling was that doing so would violate the principle of kujichagulia (self-determination) and thus violate the integrity of the holiday, which is intended, in part, as a reclamation of certain important African values. However, many African-American families who celebrate Kwanzaa also celebrate Christmas and New Years, with both Christmas trees and kinaras inhabiting the same space. They view Kwanzaa as an opportunity to incorporate elements which speak to their particular ethnic heritage into holiday observances and celebrations during the Christmas season.

· Kwanzaa has seven basic symbols. Each represents values and concepts reflective of African cultures. The basic symbols in Swahili and then in English are:

· Mkeka (The Mat): The mat can be made of any material, but is frequently straw. Often red, black and green, the colors of the black nationalist flag, it is a reference to a West African aphorism, "No matter how high a house is built, it must stand on something."

· Kinara (The Candle Holder): This is the symbol of African roots, the "parent people" of continental Africa.

· Mishumaa Saba (The Seven Candles): These are symbols referencing the Nguzu Saba, the set of underlying values by which African people are urged to live in order to rescue and reconstruct their lives in their own image and according to their own needs. There are three red candles to the right, three green candles to the left, and one black candle in the center of the kinara. The colors, again, are symbolic of Black Nationalism: red is for the blood of the African people; green is for the hope of new life and for the motherland, Africa; and black is for the face of the African people.

· Mazao (The Crops): These are symbolic of African fruit harvest celebrations and of the rewards of productive and collective labor during the October month. 

· Muhindi (The Corn): Corn symbolizes children and the future which they embody.

· Black Nationalist flag (with Red, Green and Black colors). 

· Zawadi (The Gifts): These are symbolic of the labor and love of parents and the commitments made and kept by the children.

· Both Hanukkah and Kwanzaa are celebrations of the miracles that the dawn of light brought victories and identity to each group, but Christmas is the celebration of the Miracle of the Light that brings freedom to all mankind from the darkness of sin and evil.  And accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  At the first Christmas, Jesus Christ became man and the miracle of Light that changed world events permanently for eternity.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan- The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, and the rod of their oppressor.  Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:1-7).   

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is the chronic disease that causes fear, gloom and complete darkness in the lives of mankind.  However, Jesus came to light the world and establish a kingdom of righteousness, justice, peace and joy; and grant mankind assured eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to mankind.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  .

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus Christ into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Him and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to rule over you, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Healing a deaf man with a speech impediment
Mark 7:31-37  
· This is the last Sunday of December 2008, three days after Christmas.  On this day we shall be considering our Twenty-first miracle in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on – “Healing A Deaf Man with a speech impediment”.  How appropriate this miracle is for this Christmas season because at Christmas Jesus Christ as the Light of the world came and gave us the Good News to spread with the help of the Holy Spirit that He is truly the savior of the world!  But how many church folks do really hear the gospel and how many do really speak or tell it to the lost?  It is as we were both deaf and dumb.  We too we need Jesus Christ to liberate us from the evil spirits (demons) of deafness and dumbness that causes church folks not to hear what “thus says the Lord” and from speaking the Good News in church and out of church.  Are you spiritually a Deaf Man/Woman with a speech impediment?  Then you need to ask Jesus to heal of such today.

· You see, the sermon for today focuses on Jesus healing A Deaf Man with a speech impediment.   This miracle proves that Jesus is truly the Son of God as well as Deity because He has authority over demons, which are ministering spirits of evil!  Here in this miracle Jesus liberated a man who was both deaf and dumb.

· The miracles that Jesus performs would always have specific purposes.  And accordingly, we have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend them permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity. The word deity is very significant and relevant in this definition since it refers to the Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) whereby the Son is Jesus.  Jesus performed His miracles in diverse places.

· This Twenty-first miracle we are considering on today took place in the region of the Decapolis after he had left the region of Tyre and Sidon, passing down by the sea of Galilee.  This miracle also teaches that Jesus did not care only for people in the country but those living in the cities too.  The region of Decapolis was the region with ten metropolitan cities.

· Thus the text for the day reads, “Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.  There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.  After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue.  He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!").  At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.  Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it.  People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak” (Mark 7:31-37).     

· Jesus here performed this miracle on a deaf and dumb man to demonstrate that He wants His followers to be able to hear His word and also speak His word to the lost.  In fact, we commemorate this Christmas season because Jesus came to save all mankind, whosoever that would exercise faith in Him.  And if Jesus has truly saved you, you will always love to tell others.  This why it is imperative to pray that Jesus liberate church folks from the demons of deafness and dumbness.   These are the two ills that plague the church and hamper the spread of the good news of the Kingdom of Christ and God.  Mt Traveler members need to be liberated from the demons that prevent us from hearing the word of God to hamper us from being effect witnesses for the Lord.  As we, as a church, embark on outreach evangelism beginning January 2009, I pray the Lord will liberate from the demons of deafness and dumbness so that you can all be a part of building His Kingdom.  Yes we need Jesus to touch our ears and lose our tongues!

· The significances of this miracle are as follow:

· This miracle proves that the Lord Jesus Christ is Deity as He has authority demons as He can make the deaf hear and the mute speak.

· Faith in Jesus Christ grants us access to deliverance and that of our people from any kind of demonic possession.  Some people had faith in Jesus to the deaf and dumb man to Jesus.  Our text for the day says, “There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man”.

· Jesus cares not only for the county people but also city folks.

· Sometimes, we need to pull people away from the crowd before doing them a favor or ministering to them. The text informs us, “After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue.  He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!" ).  At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly”.

· Again, here we see Jesus did not want publicity at this time.  But once Jesus has touched your life you cannot but tell somebody.  The more Jesus told them not to publicize Him, the more they did.  Unfortunately, today Christ has given us an injunction to go and tell but we are not telling anyone that he can save!

· Jesus is still in the healing business because as the text informs us that the people were amazed and remarked, “He has done everything well” as “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak”.

· And so as we conclude this worship experience, allow me to suggest to you that sin is a chronic disease that causes you to become deaf and dumb in relation to the gospel to mankind.  However, whenever, Jesus comes into a life, the individual is healed and so can hear God and be obedient to Him.  The individual is also saved and assured of eternal life.  Eternal life is the salvation that Jesus obtained for mankind through His sacrificial death on the cross.  He also provides this salvation free of charge as a gift to mankind.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  You believe in Jesus when you come to Him in faith and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  Christmas is a reminder of the special time that Christ was born into this world to seek and save all mankind that would believe in Him. 

· Hence we cannot conclude this worship experience without extending an opportunity and an invitation to someone with a chronic disease of sin that needs a savior.  All you need to do is to accept Jesus into your heart and then confess with your mouth your faith in Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, why don’t you come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have lost focus on Jesus and you are focusing on yourself thereby allowing sin to make you deaf and dumb to spiritual matters, we invite you to reach out to Jesus in faith and be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation, true worship and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship with humility and faith to serve Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries aimed at Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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