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 Changing Water into Wine

John 2:1-11
· Today we begin a new sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on the first miracle Jesus performed – “Changing Water into Wine”.

· But first let us explain what a miracle is.  A miracle is an event, believed to be, caused by interposition of divine intervention by a supernatural being in the universe such that the ordinary and operation of Nature is suspended, or modified. The word miracle is derived from the Latin word ‘miraculum’ meaning "something wonderful".

· Many folktales, religious texts, and people claim various events they refer to as "miraculous". It is disputed whether there are scientifically confirmed occurrences of miracles. Generally, miracles are not subject to controlled experimentation and therefore the mechanism of their occurrence not recognized by the scientific community. One aspect of some miracles which makes them almost impossible to verify is the fact that they are often manifested only to small groups of individuals, and sometimes centuries ago.

· People in different places have substantially different definitions of the word "miracle".  Even within a specific religion there is often more than one of the term.  Sometimes the term "miracle" may refer to the action of a supernatural being that is not a god. Thus, the term "divine intervention", by contrast, would refer specifically to the direct involvement of a deity.  In casual usage, "miracle" may also refer to any statistically unlikely but beneficial event, (such as the survival of a natural disaster) or even an event, which is regarded as "wonderful" regardless of its likelihood, such as birth. Other miracles might be: survival of a fatal illness, escaping a life threatening situation or 'beating the odds'.

· Whatever the case the miracles of Jesus involved the suspension or violation of natural laws.  For me, the suspension (or violation) of natural laws involved in the miracles of Jesus is really different than what we witness on a day-to-day basis because although there are inherent natural forces represented by the laws of physics, chemical properties and mathematical formulae, there are volitional forces that can interact or counteract these natural ones. For instance, the laws of gravity that hold a rock to the ground are not suspended (or violated) when a boy counteracts gravity by applying a greater physical force to pick up and throw the rock. This is because it may be temporally suspended but that stone will eventually fall down and rest to the ground to obey the laws of gravity.  This is when we read the eyewitness accounts of Jesus walking on water or turning water to wine because they are miracle because Jesus employed divine volitional forces outside what we know as the natural laws within our four material dimensions.  

· The purposes of Jesus’ miracles include the fact that His miracles were not performed in a failed attempt to remove all sickness from the world, as some believe. The miracles of Jesus actually established His divine authority to forgive sin (Matt. 9: 6). His miracles proved Jesus was sent of God (John 5: 36).  Nicodemus declared in John. 3:2, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him”.  In healing the sick, Jesus also fulfilled prophecy (Matt. 8: 16-17; Isaiah 53: 4).  His miracles are a basis for faith in Him.  For instance, John 14:11  “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves”; John 10:37-38 “Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father”; John 20:30,31 “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name”.

· Jesus' miracles were unique for the following Characteristics:

· There were no failures with Jesus (Matt. 8: 16). 

· Jesus' miracles were not necessarily conditioned on man's faith (Mark 9: 14-29, Luke 22:50-51, John. 11:34-46). 

· Jesus did not take up contributions for His miracles. 

· The reality and fact of His miracles were never questioned; not even by his enemies, (John. 11: 47, Matthew 12:23-24) because they were so evidently genuine (John. 11: 47, 9: 16). 

· There is not one recorded instance of a relapse. 

· Another obvious fact, compared to the pseudo miracle climate of today, is Jesus did not evoke a propaganda campaign or send runners ahead to create the necessary emotional environment. 

· Jesus healed completely and instantaneously (except on few occasions like found in Mark 8: 22-26 where the healing did not occur instantaneously).

· Moreover, Jesus healed all manner of diseases (Matthew 9: 35).

· The witness to Jesus’ miracles incurs accountability.   Therefore the more you know, the more you will be held responsible.  In Matthew 11:21-22 Jesus declared, “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the Day of Judgment than for you”.

· Therefore let me suggest to you that an understanding of Jesus' miracles produce the belief that Jesus is the Son of God and helps us detect and avoid pseudo miracles.  Jesus had power over nature as exhibited when He turned water into wine, calmed the tempest sea, and walked on the sea (John 2: 1-11; Mk. 4: 35-41; 6: 47-50).  Demonstrations of His power over the demon world include His curing a demoniac (demon possessed person, Mark. 1: 23-27) and He also challenged and cured a violent demoniac and a demon possessed person who was both blind and dumb (Mark 5: 1-13, Matt. 12: 22- 23); Jesus displayed miraculous power over the material realm as shown by His ability over the material in the feeding of the five thousand (Mark 6: 37-44); He was triumphant over physical diseases and infirmities as He healed the mother of Peter's wife of a physical abnormality (Mark 1: 30-31), as well as healed "every sickness and every disease among the people" (Matthew 9: 35) and restored sight to the blind (Matthew 9: 27-31); and demonstrated his power over death as He raised Jairus' daughter, the widow's son, and Lazarus from the dead (Mark 5: 22-24; 35-43; Luke 7: 11-17; John. 11: 34-46).  But our focus today is on His first miracle in which He turned water into wine.

· Thus our text for the day began, “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons” (John 2:1-5). Here please note the setting for this miracle.  It was a marriage.  The Jews celebrate marriage for seven consecutive days.  It was on the seventh day that the friends of the bride escorted her to the groom’s house where the final festivities take place she becomes his wife.  But all week the festivities have been on going.  Special guests were invited to this grand finale event.  These included the master of the banquet, Jesus mother, and Jesus and His disciples were invited as special guests among other guests.  There were also six stone water jars that hold the water for the Jewish ceremonial washing of the feet of guests.  Each of these jars held from twenty to thirty gallons of water.  Suddenly the wine for the ceremony ran out.  Jesus mother came and said to Him, “They have no more wine”.  Jesus replied her, “Dear woman, why do you involve me?  My time has not yet come”.  As if she did not pay attention to His response, she said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you”. 

· Thus our text continued and concluded, “Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim.  Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet."  They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."  This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him” (John 2:1-11).  Here we see that when it was His time to reveal His glory He performed a miracle by doing the supernatural in turning water into wine.  He was able to help the celebrant to avoid disgrace and shame for being unable to meet the need of his guest at the banquet.  He provided the best wine from His miracle.  All that was reported to us is that He commanded the servants to fill the six stone water jars and draw some out and serve the master of the banquet.  That’s all and the water became wine!  And it was the best wine that was served during that banquet to the surprise of the master of the banquet. And this does not by any means an excuse to be drunks!

· In this first miracle, Jesus revealed His glory that He was divine that was why He was able to perform miracles and as a result His disciples put their faith or trust in Him.  Therefore, allow me to submit to you that the greatest miracle is one when one is born again.  It is a miracle because it is of the Holy Spirit.  Have you been born again?  You are born again when you understand that Jesus Christ was born in the flesh, perform good deeds including miracles, yet was rejected, and suffered and was crucified.  He died but rose again on the third day with all powers in His hands; ascended to heaven after manifesting Himself to His disciples for forty days and would return someday to judge the world. And you belief and put your trust in Him by accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior. 

· And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

August 10, 2008

 Healing of the Royal Official’s Son

John 4:43-54
· This is our second week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on the second miracle Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee – “Healing of the Royal Official’s Son”.

· We have already defined a miracle as the violation of natural laws to suspend such permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity.  In the first miracle that Jesus performed He revealed His glory and His disciples put their trust and faith in Him.  There was always a purpose for each miracle Jesus performed.  The second miracle of Jesus in Galilee took place from Cana where His first miracle was performed when He turned water into wine but it occurred at Capernaum.

· After the first miracle in Cana of Galilee, Jesus went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples, and stayed for a few days.  Capernaum was the business city of Galilee. It by the lake (or sea) of Galilee and this was the headquarters of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee.   It was also almost time for the Jewish Passover, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem where in the temple courts He found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.  This upset Him and so He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; He scattered the coins of the moneychangers and overturned their tables.  To those who sold doves He said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!"  And His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."  

· Then the Jews demanded of Him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?"  But the temple He had spoken of was his body.  After He was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.   While in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs Jesus was doing and believed in His name.  But Jesus would not entrust Himself to them, for he knew all men.  He did not need man's testimony about man, for He knew what was in a man. It was during this time that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with Him”.   Jesus challenged him that he must be born again to see and/or enter the kingdom of God. In other words one has to be born of the spirit to qualify for the kingdom of God.  One is born again when you receive the gift of God in Jesus Christ.  If you do so you will not perish but have eternal life but if you reject Jesus Christ you are condemn already.

· It was after this that Jesus and His disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized.  Then the Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples.  When the Lord Jesus learned of the fact that the Pharisees have heard of His ministry, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.  In this return trip to Galilee, He had to go through Samaria where He met the Samaritan woman at a town in Samaria called Sychar.  From His dialogue with this woman at the well, while His disciples had gone to the city to get some food, she discovered He was the Messiah.  This changed her life that she believed in Him and instantly went to the city as a witness for Him. And the scripture reported, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to Him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.  And because of his words many more became believers.  They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world” (John 4:39-42).

· It is at this point that the text for the day reads, “After the two days he left (Samaria) for Galilee.  (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country).  When He arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen all that He had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there.  Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to Him and begged Him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.  "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."  The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."   Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live."  The man took Jesus at his word and departed.  While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.  When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour."  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed.  This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee” (John 4:43-54)

· Here we see that because of Jesus’ miracles when He returned to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him contrary to the common practice of mankind whereby a prophet is not honored in his own country.  This is proof that Jesus was more than justa prophet and that His miracles proved that He is deity.  Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen the miracles and all that He had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast for they were there themselves.  

· In Galilee Jesus once more visited Cana where He had performed His first miracle in He turned water into wine.  In Cana, a certain royal official whose son was very sick at Capernaum met Jesus there.  When he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee he came purposely to meet Him to plead and beg Jesus to come and heal his son who was very sick and close to death.  We not exactly inform who this royal official is but my good guess would be he could be an appointed official of the Roman Government since Israel was under Roman rule at this time.  This official was so desperate to the extent that he went to seek Jesus for himself instead of dispatching his servants to do so because of the severity of the son’s illness and perhaps in his thinking Jesus would respond to a royal official faster than to a servant.  Whatever the case, when this royal official begged Jesus to come and heal his son, Jesus’ response was quite surprising: Jesus told him, "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe."  The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."   Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live."  After this short dialogue, the man took Jesus at his word and departed.  While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the great news that his boy was living.  When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour."  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live."  So he and his entire household believed.  John the writer then informs us that this was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.

· The key lesson here is that a royal official took Jesus at His word and received his miracle.  What about you?  Do you take Jesus at His word?  Or are you one of those that would want to send Jesus everywhere as an errand boy to stop by at the hospital, nursing homes and at sick and shut-in at home to heal them.  This royal official first respected the deity of Christ and refers to Him as “Sir”.   Secondly he had faith in Jesus and took Jesus at His word that his son will live.  He received his miracle and the fever left his son at the very hour this royal official took Jesus at His word.  The result of this miracle was that the royal official and his entire household believed Jesus and were saved.  Salvation came to this household because of their faith or trust in Jesus Christ.  

· Therefore let me submit to you that the greatest miracle is the miracle of salvation that you receive when you put you faith in Jesus Christ and accept Him as you personal Lord and savior.  For God so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  Your ticket to eternal destiny with God in heaven is to accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior.  So, please let me suggest to you that an understanding of Jesus' miracles will always produce faith to belief that Jesus is the Son of God and accept Him as personal Lord and savior.   And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

August 17, 2008
 Healing of the Capernaum Demoniac
    Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:33-37
· This is our third week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on the – “Healing of the Capernaum Demoniac”.

· A miracle as we have already defined is the violation of natural laws to suspend such permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity.  In the first miracle that Jesus performed He revealed His glory and His disciples put their trust and faith in Him.  There was always a purpose for each miracle Jesus performed.  The third miracle of Jesus was performed when at Capernaum, the Headquarters of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee.  As we said on last Sunday, Capernaum was one of the business cities of Galilee.   It sits by the lake (or sea) of Galilee. 

· In Luke chapter four, Dr. Luke informs us that when Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit after His encounter with the tempter, news about him spread through the whole countryside as He taught in their synagogues and everyone praised him.  Then He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was His custom.  There He declared the manifesto of His ministry.  And as He stood up to read, the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. Unrolling it, He found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor”.  Then He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  As the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on Him, he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”.  All spoke well of Him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from His lips as the wondered and asked, "Isn't this Joseph's son"? 

· At that instant, Jesus responded, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'  I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted in his hometown.  I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land.  Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon.   And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian”.  Then all the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this.  They got up, drove Him out of the town, and took Him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.  But he walked right through the crowd and went on His way with the next stop at His Headquarters at Capernaum.

· It is at this point that the text for the day reads in Mark’s version of the story, “They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.  Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, what do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.  The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee” (Mark 1:21-28).

· Dr. Luke’s version of today’s text reads, “Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people.  They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.  In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’  ‘Be quiet!’ Jesus said sternly. ‘Come out of him!’ Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.   All the people were amazed and said to each other, ‘What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!’  And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area” (Luke 4:31-37).

· Here we see that because of Jesus’ miracles when He returned to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him except only in His home town Nazareth, where He grew up. This is why Jesus made a correct assertion that a prophet is honored everywhere except in his own country.  In other words, you are not all that respected in your home country as elsewhere.  Since you came for the Homecoming activity, haven’t you observed that we treat you as if you have not grown and you are still the boy or girl we used to know that always cries in church or run all over the church?  If that is the way you have been treated during this Homecoming, do not worry, just move onto the next responsibility God has assigned unto you.  And wherever you go don’t you ever forget to find a place of worship.

· Our text informs us that in Nazareth Jesus went to the synagogue on the Sabbath.  Similar when He came to Capernaum after leaving Nazareth where they tried to kill Him, He was in the synagogue on the Sabbath again.  Every time He was in the synagogue He taught the people with authority and power unlike their teachers.  So I urge you to know God for yourself so that you can teach others His word with authority and power.  Also, make it a point of duty to be at worship every Sunday, for Sunday is the Christian Sabbath. 

· The text then informs us that in the synagogue in Capernaum there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’ This informs us that it is not only righteous people that attain church because demon possess people attain churches too.  This demon possess people do participate in worship experiences although they cannot worship in spirit and in truth.  However, they do recognize who Jesus is.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that it is not enough to recognize Jesus but to know Him that you would fall in love with Him.  It is only then that you will appreciate the worship experience because worship is responding to the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

· The text also informs us that Jesus would not tolerate the fake praises from the demon.  Rather He rebuked it sternly saying, ‘Be quiet!  ‘Come out of him!’ Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.   All the people were amazed and said to each other, ‘What is this teaching? With authority and power He gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!’  And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.  The lesson to learn from this miracle is that Jesus has power over demonic forces.  Also, those who are still possess by evil spirits in the church need deliverance but they have to submit themselves to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus as personal Lord and savior.  Because once you are delivered the evil spirit cannot hurt you again.  Before the evil spirit came out of the demoniac at the synagogue in Capernaum, it threw the man down before the entire congregation and then came out without injuring him.  The man was transformed and the people understood that Jesus had authority and power over evil spirits.  So I suggest that you should come to Jesus without fear because no evil spirit can harm you.  It is evil spirits that make you do unrighteous and evil things!

· As we conclude this 2008 Homecoming worship experience, I challenge you to receive you deliverance today by acknowledging Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior because He has authority and power over evil spirits.   And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are not total delivered from demonic possession as such you are not living for Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS 

August 24, 2008
Healing of Peter’s Mother-In-Law    Mat 8:14-15;Mk 1:29-31;Lk 4:38-39

· This is our Fourth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on the – “Healing of Peter’s Mother-In-Law”.

· A miracle is the violation of natural laws to suspend such permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity.  There was always a purpose for each miracle Jesus performed.  The fourth miracle was performed in Simon Peter’s house at Capernaum.  Recall Peter was a fisherman at the Lake (sea) of Galilee before Jesus called him to become a fisher of men.  Peter and his brother Andrew had a house in that city of Capernaum which was the Headquarters of Jesus’ ministry. 

· In Luke chapter four, Dr. Luke informs us that when Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit after His encounter with the tempter, news about him spread through the whole countryside as He taught in their synagogues and everyone praised him.  Then after healing the demoniac in the synagogue at Capernaum, He went to Simon Peter’s home. 

· It is at this point that the text for the day reads in Matthew’s version of the story, “When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever.  He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him” (Matthew 8:14-15).  Mark’s version reads, “As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew.  Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever and they told Jesus about her.  So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them” (Mark 1:29-31).  And Luke’s version reads, “Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her.  So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them” (Luke 4:38-39).

· This particular miracle was a more secluded one.  It was a miracle performed in the home of Simon Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples.  Our text in Mark informs us that as soon as Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue in Capernaum where the demoniac had been healed, they went to the home of Simon (Peter) and Andrew, who were one of the pair of brothers that constituted the disciples of Jesus.  The other pair was James and John the sons of Zebedee.  They were all fishermen who Jesus called to follow Him and He will make them fishers of men.  This miracle was performed in the presence of this special interest group who were close friends and compatriots.  Now when the got to home of Simon Peter they met the mother-in-law sick.  Dr. Luke in his version said she was suffering from high fever.  And when Jesus was notified of this condition, Matthew reports that He touched her hand and the fever left her.  Mark says He took her hand and helped her up and the fever left her.  Whereas Dr. Luke informs us that He bent over her and rebuke the fever, and it left her.  Here we see that Dr. Luke who was a physician wanted us to know that this was a miraculous healing as a result of a rebuke of the fever by the One who was deity.  All three authors agreed in their report that she then began to wait on (serve) them. 

· The significance of this miracle is that Jesus heals us so that we can serve Him.  We can also infer that Jesus is interested in the health of his disciples and He pays careful attention to health of their relatives too.  And the sole purpose for Christ ensuring that He heals His disciples and/or their loved ones is for them to serve Him.  The challenge I have today for you is: are you truly Christ disciple?  A true disciple is not ashamed to invite Jesus into their homes.  It is rather sad in our generation that those who claim to be His disciple want to be known as such at Church only but not in their homes.  We also try to keep Jesus out of our homes.  We don’t pray or read and study His word.  We rather watch our favorite movies or TV programs than serve and worship Him.  Therefore allow me to submit to you this is why we miss on our healings and cannot serve God because we are sick with high fevers of alcohol, drugs, adultery and idolatry to name a few.  Jesus has been excluded from the homes as such He cannot rebuke these fevers.  So you see it is necessary to have a relationship with Jesus before He can be in your home to miraculously heal all your illnesses so that you can serve Him.  Dr. Luke went on to report that “When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.   At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent’.  And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea”.

· Jesus came to preach the good news of the Kingdom of God.  This is the same gospel you have heard today that He came to deliver people from everything that will deter them from serving Him.   And so as we conclude this worship experience, I challenge you to receive your deliverance today by acknowledging Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior because He has authority and power over evil spirits, and anything that causes you to be sick to deter you from serving Him.   And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you are not total delivered from personal desires that hinder you from living for Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Catching A Large Number Of Fish    

Luke 5:3-11

· This is our Fifth week in the sermon series on the “THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”.  Our focus today is on the – “Catching A Large Number of Fish”.

· A miracle is the violation of natural laws to suspend such permanently due to a supernatural divine intervention involving deity.  For those of you who might be wondering what is this word deity that Pastor Datiri is always using? The word deity refers to the God.  As such, there was always a purpose for each miracle Jesus performed.  The fifth miracle was performed on the Lake of Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee).  This miracle lead to the call of Simon and his brother Andrew, and their fishing partners James and John, the son of Zebedee all who were fishermen to become a fisher of men.  

· In Luke chapter four, Dr. Luke informs us that after healing Peter’s mother-in-law, when the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.  Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ. At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent’.  And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea”. 

· Dr. Luke then opens Chapter five of the gospel of Luke thus: “One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, He saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets”. These boats belong to the two sets of brothers: Simon (Peter) and his brother Andrew, and James and John the sons of Zebedee.

· It is at this point that the text for the day reads, “He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down[k] the nets for a catch’.   Simon answered, ‘Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets’.  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners.  Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men’.  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him” (Luke 5:3-11).  

· The significance of this miracle is that Jesus is that it convicted Simon and convince and his fishing partners that it was worthy to forsake their fishing professions and follow Jesus and become fishers of men.  A miracle will always convince you to make a total commitment to Jesus Christ to be His disciple.  The challenge I have today for you is: are you truly Christ disciple?  A true disciple is not ashamed to admit his short comings and surrender everything to follow Jesus Christ.  It is rather sad in our generation that those who claim to be His disciple also think they are independent because of the resources, professions and possessions they have.   We have to realize that without Jesus Christ we are nothing.  The miracle of salvation is the greatest miracle.  That alone should convict, convince and convert us to make total commitment to follow Jesus Christ and become his disciples and fishers of men.

· After the miracle of the great catch of fish, Peter recognized who Jesus is – that He is deity and then admitted that he was sinful man.  Anytime that you fail to admit that you are a sinful man it implies you are yet to yield to the Lordship of Jesus.  Peter and his fishing partner were already followers of Christ yet this miracle turns their lives to a total yielding to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  The text informed us that when they were amazed or astonished at the catch they had made, “Then Jesus said to Simon (and his fishing partners), ‘Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men’.  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him”.

· Jesus came to preach the good news of the Kingdom of God.  The miracles He performed help to convince people of His deity, convict them of sin and convert them to be His disciple in so much that they will leave everything and follow Him. This is the same gospel of the Kingdom you have heard preached to you today that He came to deliver people from everything that will deter them from making a total commitment to follow Him and become His disciples.   And so as we conclude this worship experience, I challenge you to make a total commitment to following Jesus Christ today and become His disciple by acknowledging Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior because He has authority and power over everything that would deter you from serving Him.   And so, if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior today, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus at a point in your life, but you have not made a total commitment to follow Him and become His disciple in the truest sense of it because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, deliverance, joy of salvation and fellowship with other believers who have made total commitment to discipleship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must personally make! The word has been preached and the invitation has been given.  May God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Male Chorus leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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