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          Preach The Word


2Timothy 4:1-5
· Throughout the Scriptures, the roles, responsibilities and rewards of the pastor have been described as those of a shepherd.  Preaching the word is just a part of the pastor’s responsibilities.  So Pastor Torbert we have stopped by this afternoon to encourage you in your duties and responsibilities and remind you that you also have rewards for your efforts.  The roles and responsibilities of the pastor are not easy, especially among our people – the African Americans.  Our thinking sometimes is that the pastor is just a preacher only.  This is not so because the pastor or shepherd is more than just a preacher.

· Pastors are under-shepherds in God’s kingdom where the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ is coming some day with his rewards in His hand.  So let me begin with the role of the pastor.  

· The role of the pastor is unique.  The pastor is the overseer or chief executive official of the Church.  He has been referred to in various terms as the pastor, shepherd, overseer, elder or bishop.  These are terms for one in place of authority and responsibilities.  The role of pastor says God has given you power or authority to rule over his people, not from a selfish perspective to lord over them but to shepherd the flock that is under your care, serving as an overseer – not because you must but you are willing as God wants you to be; not greedy for money but eager to serve; not lording it over but being an example to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of glory that will never fade away (1Peter 5:1-4; crown of life – James 1:12, Rev. 2:10; crown of righteousness – 2Tim 4:8).  Pastor Torbert I have come to encourage you that you role as pastor is that of a servant-leader!

· Your responsibilities in the position of the pastor are exactly the same as those of a shepherd.  The primary responsibility is to take care of the flock under you.  In taking care of the flock, the first is that you need to feed them with the appropriate nourishment not with garbage.  You must preach and teach the word with sound doctrine.  Don’t try to please the flock because they don’t know any better.  Feed them with solid doctrine.  Preach and teach the unadulterated gospel that salvation is through Jesus and that we must repent of sin to be saved.  Secondly, a shepherd leads his flock to green pastures and still waters.  You must know the truth to lead God’s flock under you to the truth.  Thirdly a shepherd guides his flock.  You must guide God’s people to make right choices.  You guide them through appropriate counseling using ancient wisdom.  By this you have to counsel base on scriptural or Biblical principles and not base on what is acceptable in the world.  And fourthly, it is the responsibility of the shepherd to protect the sheep.  You must not act like a hireling.  A hireling works just to be paid.  A shepherd works because he cares about the flocks under him.  He protects the sheep using a rod and a staff.  This implies that you must instruct, correct, rebuke and encourage those under you.

· Your reward is the prize you get and the respect you receive from the flock under you.  First you get a crown of glory which does not fade away.  But before you receive you reward from the Chief Shepherd, you also receive you reward from the flock under you.  If you have taken good care of the flock as a shepherd, you will get you food and clothing (wool) from it.  And this is where I address the congregation, you as the flock under pastor Torbert must also provide his needs of food, clothing and shelter so that he can carry his role and responsibilities without undue hardship.  Get to know you shepherd very well so that you can obey his voice.  Jesus informed us that His sheep know Him and He knows them; they hear His voice and follow him.  New Popular Spring you must learn to follow pastor Torbert as he leads you.   It is amazing how many sheep in the black Baptist Church love to lead the shepherd and interfere with the order God has set.  They not only stop at desiring to control and lead the shepherd but also trample over the other sheep. The Book of Ezekiel chapter 34 addresses the issues of the shepherds and the sheep.  The Lord warns there in part, “'Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has become food for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for my flock, therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the LORD : This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.  "'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep.  I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land.  I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.  I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.   "'As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge between one sheep and another, and between rams and goats.  Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?  Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with your feet?   "'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and another.  I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.  I the LORD will be their God and my servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken “(Ezekiel 34:7-24). This why Paul instructed Timothy, his son in the ministry, concerning is duties as a pastor.

· Thus our text for today reads, “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry” (2Timothy 4:1-5).  And New Popular you know that we are in a generation where folks dislike sound doctrine.  But I plead and encourage you Pastor Torbert to discharge you duties of the ministry.  This implies you must preach the word whether New Popular likes it or not.  You must preach the word whether it easy for you or not.  You must correct, rebuke and encourage the congregation at New Popular.  Don’t stop there preach and teach sound doctrine – which is the truth, the unadulterated word of God.  Then finally you cannot afford to avoid evangelism.  Lead New Popular to do the work of evangelism and don’t worry about the members who are busy trying to manipulate the pastor and other members to carry their agendas.  God bless you.

· Jesus said His sheep know Him and He knows them.  Do you know Jesus and does He knows you?  If not, you must settle this matter today by accepting into your life this Jesus, as your Lord and personal Savior.  Then the relationship, roles, responsibilities and rewards of the pastor, as under-shepherd will not be strange to you.  And so if you are here and desire to know Jesus Christ for the first time by committing your life to Him as your personal Lord and Savior, why don’t you raise your hand real high.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but have wondered away from Him due to your disobedience to the word, why not reconcile with Him today?  If you desire to do so raise your hand too.  God bless those who have decided for Jesus today.  Be sure to inform your pastor you have made a decision for Christ today and make sure you associate with a church that teaches God’s word to feed you unto Christian maturity.  Let us pray. 
· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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I AM WHO I AM


Exodus 3:7-14
· Today we begin a new sermon series entitled: “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” with a focus for the day on “I AM WHO I AM”.  The term “I AM” is a phrase used to indicate the present participle and indeed the present continuous tense of a statement.  But the phrase “I AM WHO I AM” indicates a person in authority; the only One of a kind; One that there is none like Him; and One unique and Who does not change with the changing times.

· So as we begin this sermon series on “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”, we are attempting to know who Jesus Christ truly is from His own claims in the ‘I AM’ statements.  Jesus Christ would also want us to know who He truly is.  He is not of the past nor is He only of the future but He is very much of the “now”.  Therefore allow me to suggest to you that THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST are the claims He made of who He is!

· Thus at a point in time during His earthly ministry as recorded in Matthew 16:13-20, Jesus had to inquire of His disciples as to whether they truly knew who He was.  First, He asked them, ‘who do people say that I am?  The disciples’ response was that some say He was John the Baptist, others Elijah and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.  But then Jesus insisted, and got personal, by asking the disciples, ‘But what about you, who do you say I am?’  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven”.

· Mt Traveler, please allow me to ask you: Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  Do you know Him personally and do you have a personal relationship with Him?  Let me suggest to you that it is worth it to truly know who Jesus Christ is.  He is the solid rock and foundation upon which the Church is built.  He is also, the key for doing things in God’s kingdom here on earth as they are done in heaven.  Hence, for us to consider in a sermon series the ‘I AM’ statements of Jesus Christ is an attempt to get to know Him as He personally introduces Himself to us through these statements.  My hope is that you truly know Jesus Christ at the completion of this sermon series on the ‘I AM’ statements of His.

· The first of these statements that we will focus on today is “I AM WHO I AM”.  This statement implies that Jesus is the person in absolute authority and He is one who never changes.  After His resurrection Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).  In Hebrews 13:8 we have the record that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today and forever”.  In His authority and consistency, Jesus sees every circumstances, condition or situation that we are experiencing and shows compassion.

· Thus in our text for the day reads, “The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."  Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  God said to Moses, "I am who I am.   This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation” (Exodus 3:7-15).

· The ‘I AM’ that revealed Himself to Moses is God Almighty.  He is Jesus Christ for I hear Jesus Christ say in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one”.  In the text of the day Moses was looking for an excuse not to go to Egypt where God was sending him.  His rationale was when he gets to Egypt, Pharaoh might judge him harshly for he had slain an Egyptian before escaping into the wilderness, into the land of the Medianites.  So Moses doubted his ability to go into Egypt to deliver God’s people.  Moses was living in fear because he had sinned.  He was even afraid of being rejected by the Israelites whom he was to deliver.  God then had to assure Moses that the Israelites will know who He is when he tell them I AM had sent him.  The first sign after he delivers them from Egypt was that they would worship God where He had revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush.

· You see, sin will always bring about fear.  But once you are delivered from sin, you will cease to fear and would begin to worship.  Worship involves repentance from sin and falling in love with God.  For worship is your response to God’s revelation of Himself through Christ’s love to you.   All that God said to Moses is say to the Israelites I AM have sent you.   This indicates that God has authority and He is powerful.  What Christ is saying to us today is “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light’” (Matthews 11:27-30).                                       

· The key question is that has the “I AM WHO I AM” revealed Himself to you.  Then your response will be to worship Him in spirit and in truth. When you come to Mt Traveler Missionary Baptist Church what or whom are you worshiping?  In fact let me ask you: Do you know actually who or what you are worshipping?  Remember God is all-powerful and He does not change with the changing times.  This why His Name is “I AM Who I AM”.  He is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient.   He knows when you are truly worshiping Him and when you are fooling yourself.  Therefore stop the pretense, stop trying to please others and stop pleasing yourself. Rather, I encourage you to know God for yourself, fall in love with Him and worship Him in spirit and in truth.  For the ultimate purpose of God revealing Himself as the ‘I AM Who I AM’ is for you to know Him personally, fall in love with Him and worship Him.  In this later days God has revealed Himself to you through Jesus Christ, His one and only Son.  

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to know God by accepting Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you are not worshipping God in spirit and truth because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him as you know Him and worship Him in spirit and truth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been made and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Male Chorus leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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I AM From Above


John 8:21-30
· As we continue our new sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST” our focus today is on “I AM From Above”.  A claim by anyone of where they are from is an indication of the heritage, legacy and authenticity a person has.  Therefore, with most human beings we want to be associated with the rich and famous; the superstars; the big cities; and the well renown places whereas we might be from an insignificant clan in our village that is the smallest one in our county of the poorest state in the nation.

· The statement “I AM …” says I am somebody to reckon with.  On last Sunday we did clarify that in making the statement “I AM Who I AM” Jesus introduced Himself as One with authority and who does not change with space and time.  That statement validates Jesus claims and authenticity.  In today’s text, Jesus introduces Himself with another statement of claim as to Who He is that substantiate His authenticity.  He said, “I AM from above”.  This statement can be interpreted as: I am from a higher descent than you; or simply understood that I am from heaven.  Either interpretation would validate this claim of Jesus that He is from above.

· Allow me to suggest to you then that knowing your roots and where you come from gives you a sense of belonging and confidence, which translates into the authenticity of who you are when you introduce yourself as “I am from…”  Your roots thus determine your identity and destiny. Now, Mt traveler members let me ask you: Do you truly know where you are from?  What are your roots, identity and destiny? This is because the knowledge of your roots or origin grants you an identity, a sense of purpose for this life and a good destiny.

· A purpose driven life has a vision to lead a life that pleases God and a mission to fulfill it.  Therefore allow me to ask you: What is your purpose for living?  What are your vision and the mission to accomplish it?  Jesus knew his root and so had a purpose for life.  A vision and a mission propelled this purpose.  Thus to validate His identity and assure us of His destiny, Jesus Christ introduced Himself in today’s text as, “I AM From Above”.  

· Thus our text for today began, “Once more Jesus said to them, ‘I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.’  This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 'Where I go, you cannot come'?”  But he continued, ‘You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins’" (John 8:21-24). Jesus knew His time to fulfill His purpose on earth was drawing near and He would soon return to His destiny.  As He spoke to the people, teaching in the temple area, He could not but alert them why He came from above.  He came purposely to pay the price of sin.  For it is sin that prevents anyone from going to where Jesus Christ was going.  Because man has become worldly and belong to the world, sin has overtaken him and blindfolded him that he would die in sin if he does not acknowledge Jesus Christ at His own introduction in His own Statements of ‘I AM…” Anyone who rejects the claims of Jesus in His I am statements, would die in sin and would not go where Jesus Christ is.  But to those who accept the claims of Jesus in His I am statements, He assures in John 14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place where I am going.  I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:1-4, 6).

· Now, the audience Jesus was teaching did not believe a thing He was saying to them.  Thus our text for today continued and concluded,  "Who are you?" they asked.  "Just what I have been claiming all along," Jesus replied.  "I have much to say in judgment of you. But He who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world."  They did not understand that He was telling them about His Father. So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.  The one who sent me is with me; He has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases Him."  Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him” (John 8:25-30).  As Jesus further explained who He is, the gospel in person and not just in proposition, many put their faith in Him.  When the gospel is made plain to you and you understand it, it is time for you to acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior. 

· Let me submit to you that Jesus Christ at the fullness of time, came down from Heaven.  He was born of a woman and born under the Law.  Yet He did not sin.  He preached the good news.  Albeit those who will not believe Him, crucified Him.  He died to pay the price of sin, was buried but rose up on the third day with all power and authority granted unto Him.  He ascended into heaven and someday shall return to judge both the living and the dead, and to take those who believe in Him to be with Him and reign with Him for eternity.  In a nutshell this is the gospel.  The gospel always presents you with a choice to either accept or reject the person of Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to know God by accepting Jesus Christ to be your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully understood how to worship God in spirit and truth because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him as you know Him and worship Him in spirit and truth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been given and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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I AM the Bread of Life


John 6:47-58
· We are still continuing with the new sermon series on the “THE ‘I AM’ STATEMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST”.  Our focus today is on “I AM the Bread of life”.  The subject of bread has to do with satisfying man’s need of hunger.  As such any nation that cannot feed itself is always a political victim of other nations.  When Jesus introduces Himself, as “I AM the Bread of Life” He is making a strong statement that He is the solution to all political victimization.  Jesus brings refreshment to man as he provides him with nutrition and new life.

· Albeit, as much food as we have in the world, there are certain parts of the world suffering from hunger while others have excess food that they throw or play with.  It hurts my deepest feelings to see folks playing with food on TV whereas they are many in the streets and slumps of the cities, and others in the rural parts of this great country call the USA going hungry.

· Generally hunger can come from wars, droughts or deprivation due to suppression and oppression.  With the exception of natural and supernatural causes, the other causes of hunger are usually diabolical.  Whatever the source, hunger is very devastating, especially in the presence of abundant food which is inaccessible and unavailable to you to fill your hunger.

· Hunger can be defined in terms of the inability to meet the nutritional needs of an individual.  In terms of world hunger, a great percentage of the world’s population is suffering from malnutrition.  Malnutrition is a general term that indicates a lack of some or all elements for human health.  Malnutrition is a result of hunger that arises from the want or scarcity of food.  Whenever world hunger is discussed, it is in terms of malnutrition whereby the underdeveloped countries and children are the most hungry people of the world.

· Hunger is the uneasy or painful sensation caused by want of food.  It is a craving appetite.  It is also the exhausted condition caused by want of food.  Hunger is indeed a strong desire or craving.  Very often hunger is linked to thirst.  This is because you cannot digest or assimilate you food without sufficient water.

· Thus the Psalmist would say in Psalm 107:5, “They were hungry and thirsty and their lives ebbed away”.   When you are hungry and thirsty, your life actually fades away slowly until you die of starvation.  Albeit Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matthew 5:6).  The record also states in Psalm 34:9 that the young lions may grow weak and hungry but those who seek and trust the Lord lack no good thing.  This is why Isaiah Chapter 55:1-2 provides a great invitation for those who are thirsty and hungry to come and be satisfied by the Lord without any cost.  It reads, “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare”.  

· It is imperative therefore to meet the physical needs of people in order that it may translate into spiritual desire to be satisfied.  And so when Jesus says “I AM the Bread of Life”, He is introducing Himself as the One that can meet both your physical and spiritual needs that are necessary to sustain life. 

· In today’s text Jesus had fed a crowd grater than five thousand people the previous day with five small barley loaves and two small fish.  They had ate to their full and twelve baskets of the remnants were collected, yet the crowd did not understand or know the person they were dealing with.  Before then the crowd had followed Jesus because of curiosity concerning what they had heard about Him.  They heard that Jesus of Nazareth was a great teacher and because they had seen the great miraculous signs He had performed on the sick.  So they followed Him into a desert place and had nowhere to buy food.  It was late during the day and they were hungry.  So Jesus had to feed them miraculously with the five loaves and two fish.  When they saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to acknowledge Him saying, “surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world” (John 6:14).  As Jesus perceived their intention to make Him king by force, He withdrew again to a mountain by Himself.

· His disciples saw it was evening and proceeded to go into a boat and set off to cross the Lake for Capernaum.  About three to three and half miles on the lake Jesus came walking on the water.  That terrified the disciples but Jesus calmed the fears by reassuring them that it was He.

· The following day after He fed them, the crowd searched for Jesus.   When they had found Him, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 

· Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"  Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."  "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread."  Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.  But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe.  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." 

· At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven." They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"  "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered.   "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.  It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.'  Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me.  No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father.  I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life”. 

· Thus our text for the day began, “I am the bread of life.  Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died.  But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:48-51).  The key thing here is that Jesus was impressing to the Jews that physical bread sustains life temporary whereas spiritual bread sustains life eternally.  Jesus is the spiritual bread and we must eat His flesh to live eternally.  Jesus was teaching spiritual things but the Jews did not understand and so they misconstrued it and thought He was teaching cannibalism.

· Therefore our text continued and concluded “Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.  Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever” (John 52-58).    The truth is that unless you know Jesus Christ very well that His word has become part of you and His character has become your character just like when you eat food and assimilate it that it becomes a part of your flesh, you will die in your sin and will not live eternally.  This why Jesus introduced Himself as “I AM the Bread of life”.  Without Jesus Christ in your life you will definitely continue to suffer spiritual malnutrition.

· Therefore I submit to you that unless you have known Jesus as the bread of life you will be hungry spiritually and will not have eternal life.  Today the bread of life has been presented to you in the person of Jesus.  It is your choice to either accept or reject Him as your Lord and personal savior.

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to know God by accepting Jesus Christ to be your Lord and personal savior we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but you have not yet fully understood how to worship God in spirit and truth because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to be reconciled to God today.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, joy of salvation and power to be a witness for Him who is you bread of life, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Remember it is a choice that you must make! The invitation has been given and may God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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