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Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 EVANGELISM

SEPTEMBER 9, 2007


  The ABCD 

1John 1:7-9

· Every Christian must learn to share about his/her unique relationship with God that was made possible by Christ’s crucifixion, death and resurrection.  When you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and that He is alive because He rose from the dead, you are saved.  When you got saved you were given the power to become a child of God.  This is why you ought to tell everyone all over the world about this unique relationship you have with God.  Tell your own story about how you were saved, redeemed and transformed so that others may be saved.  This is what evangelism is all about.

· The simplest way of presenting your own story of salvation and the plan of salvation to unbelievers is to always remember the Biblical foundations of regeneration.  This method is known as the ABCD of salvation as an acronym that stands for Admit, Believe, Confess and Do – all of which are active words in the process of explaining salvation to unbelievers.  These active words form the fundamentals of salvation just as the ABCD are the fundamental alphabets for learning the English language.  The ABCD of evangelism express the simplicity of salvation by grace through faith. Thus the following is explanation of ABCD, the basic acronym of a profession of faith in Jesus Christ unto salvation:

· A = ADMIT

· Everyone has to admit that he/she has sinned against God.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  All humanity without any exception has sinned against God.  Paul was explicit on this subject when he wrote to the Christians at Rome as follows: “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."[Romans 3:12 - Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20]  "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit."[Romans 3:13 - Psalm 5:9]  "The poison of vipers is on their lips."[Romans 3:13 - Psalm 140:3]  "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."[Romans 3:14 - Psalm 10:7]  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know."[Romans 3:17 - Isaiah 59:7,8]  "There is no fear of God before their eyes."[Romans 3:18 - Psalm 36:1]” (Romans 3:9-18).  Having established that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, it is wise to take the advice of John and admit our sinfulness and repent of it to re-establish a right relationship with God.  1John 1:5-9 states: “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives”.

· B = BELIEVE

· You MUST believe that Christ is the substitute for you to pay the penalty of sin.  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  It is worth understanding that the word believe means the conviction or trust to which mankind is impelled by certain inner and higher prerogative and law of the soul that to say it also means to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or doing something – in this case, He died for us that we may have salvation. Therefore since we have sinned, we must trust Jesus to be saved from our sinful nature.  We must believe in our heart that Jesus is Lord and savior. If we believe in Him, we shall not perish but have eternal life.

· C = CONFESS

· Confess and repent of your sin as well as confess Jesus as your Lord and savior.  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1John 1:9).  “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).   To be saved means to be rescued, delivered, kept safe, preserved and/or cured.  Galatians 2:20 Paul confessed, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”.  Each sinner must confess and repent of his/her sin as well as confess with the mouth and believe in the heart that Jesus is Lord to be saved.   When we confess our sin God is faithful to forgive and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He then declares us righteous to fulfill the righteous He demands for one to see Him.   For without righteous, no one can see God.  Then when we confess Jesus as Lord, we are declaring our faith in His finished of salvation on Calvary.  Therefore it is necessary to confess to be saved. 

· D = Do

· Do your duty as a Christian.  “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).  “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do” (James 2:14-18).  Works are not a prerequisite for salvation.  But once you are saved there is plenty of work to do.  And as a Christian you must do your duty.  Evangelism is one of your duties that you are required to do.  Paul instructed the Christians that each person is saved by grace through faith but added that we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  When you are saved, God blesses you with a special SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts, Heart for passion and compassion, Abilities, Personality and Experiences) to groom you for the duty you must do in kingdom building. James on the other hand emphasizes that the good works you do is a proof of your faith and salvation.  Therefore once you are saved, you are required to do the good works God created you to do.

· I encourage you today to accept Jesus as Lord and savior by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord so that you are saved.  I also encourage you to do the work that God created you to do as your contribution to kingdom building.  If you are here and desire to do the ABCD of salvation, why don’t you come?  Then you can also use the ABCD of salvation to witness and tell your story of how God has saved and transformed you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because you have not been delivered from sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and do the works God created you to do.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and do the works for which you were created, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 EVANGELISM

SEPTEMBER 16, 2007


  The Facts and Fallacies 

Acts 8:12-19
· As we conclude the series on Evangelism, we shall focus on some facts and fallacies about evangelism.  By now each one of you should know that you must learn to share about your unique relationship with God that was made possible by Christ’s crucifixion, death and resurrection.  When you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and that He is alive because He rose from the dead, you are saved.  When you got saved you were given the power to become a child of God.  This is why you ought to tell everyone all over the world about this unique relationship that you have with God.  Go ahead and tell your own story about how you were saved, redeemed and transformed so that others may be saved.  This is what evangelism is all about.

· Evangelism is simply sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The purpose and intent of the evangelist is to present Jesus Christ to lost men of the world by sharing the unique relationship one can have with Jesus and be saved.  However, every Christian must be aware that in principle, for every fact there is in evangelism, there is a fallacy to contradict the Truth.  Several fallacies already exist in the minds of believers and are unconsciously transferred to unbelievers during evangelism.  This is why it is very essential to discuss these fallacies for us to be away of then when we are sharing the gospel with unbelievers.

· Thus our text for the day begun, “But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.   When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit"” (Acts 8:12-19).

· This scripture illustrates some of the facts and fallacies that could be transferred to unbelievers as they are evangelized.  Other fallacies and facts about evangelism include:

1. Evangelism is not a choice – it is a mandate to all believers: “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

2. Evangelism is not human reasoning – it is absolute obedience to spiritual concepts and doctrine.  So you must share the word in the power of the Holy Spirit and leave the results to God: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

3. Evangelism cannot be confined to words – it has to be accompanied by a lifestyle: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10). “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.  If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (James 1:22-27). 

4.  Evangelism is not for any specific people only – it must be extended to all races, colors, and creed: “Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous”.  “Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'  "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.'  "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'  "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'  " 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'  "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.' "” (Luke 14:12-14, 16-23)

5. Evangelism cannot be forced upon anyone – rather the plan of salvation should be presented and each person must accept it willingly: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13).

6. Evangelism cannot be inclined to a specific time – it should be acclaimed at every available opportunity: “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:2-6).

7. Evangelism is not an overnight success – it is a continuous and progressive task: “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames” (1 Corinthians 3:5-15)

8. Evangelism should not be a whispering voice – it should be spoken with power and confidence: “It is written in Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way" — "a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.' "  And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River” (Mark 1:2-4).

9. Evangelism is not an emotional experience – it is a correction of the heart: “But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.   When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit"” (Acts 8:12-19).

10.  Evangelism is not a faithless hope – it is a positive assurance of eternal salvation: “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved ” (Romans 10:9-10). 

· To be saved means to be rescued, delivered, kept safe, preserved and/or cured.  Galatians 2:20 Paul confessed, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”.  Each sinner must confess and repent of his/her sin as well as confess with the mouth and believe in the heart that Jesus is Lord to be saved.   When we confess our sin God is faithful to forgive and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He then declares us righteous to fulfill the righteous He demands for one to see Him.   For without righteous, no one can see God.  Then when we confess Jesus as Lord, we are declaring our faith in His finished of salvation on Calvary.  Therefore it is necessary to confess to be saved. 
· I encourage you today to accept Jesus as Lord and savior by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord so that you are saved.  I also encourage you to do the work that God created you to do as your contribution to kingdom building.  If you are here and desire to be saved, why don’t you come?  Then you can witness and tell your story of how God has saved and transformed you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because you have not been delivered from sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and do the works God created you to do.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and do the works for which you were created, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 MINISTERING THE JESUS WAY

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007

  Prayerfully With Fasting 

John 17:1-26
· The word ministering simply means serving.  Jesus came not to be served but as a servant.  He ministered with grace and often with fasting asserting that certain things can be accomplished only by prayer and fasting. Fasting ensured that He subjected His flesh to the will of God.  Prayer is communing with God and so it was an integral part of Jesus’ life here on earth because he desired to know and do His Father’s will all the time.  What does this say to us about prayers and fasting?  In fact, Jesus prayed corporately and solitary, publicly and privately, persistently and consistently, faithfully and fervently. He always prayed before doing anything. While here on earth, He ministered prayerfully with fasting; choosing His associates carefully; confronting sin without condemning the sinner; with humility; holistically; without discrimination; loving children; teaching with authority, power, and boldness; and with urgency and focus on kingdom building. His message was, “repent for the Kingdom of God is here”.

· Today we shall focus on ministering prayerfully with fasting. Truly Jesus’ ministry was accomplished prayerfully and often with fasting because both prayer and fasting are acts of righteousness.  Thus in today’s text, Jesus prayed for Himself, the disciples, and all believers.  And certainly, Jesus often prayed for those in authority as well as all those who opposed His ministry.  He would even pray for forgiveness for those who were in the very act of killing Him. On the cross, He prayed, “Father forgive them for they know not what they are doing”.

· In praying for Himself, the text for the day begun, “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began” (John 17:1-5).  In this prayer Jesus summarizes what His ministry stood for.  His purpose in ministry was to glorify God.  Now, note the things Jesus emphasized in the prayer for Himself:

· It was time for God to glorify Him

· God had granted Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those God has given Him

· He defined eternal life: That they may know you (God) and Jesus Christ who you (God) have sent.

· I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.

· Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you.

· Our text then continued with Jesus Praying for His Disciples, “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified” (John 17:6-19). First, let me ask you, who are disciples?  Jesus prayer for the disciples emphasizes:

· He has revealed God to whom God gave Him out of the world to obey His word.

· Disciples know everything God have given Christ came from God the Father and so have accepted the Word of God that was given through Christ.

· Disciples are still living in the world whilst Christ has return to the Father, so Jesus prays for their protection. 

· His desire that the disciples have the full measure of His joy within them because the world will hate them for receiving the Word of God.

· He does not desire that God takes the disciples out of the world but that God will protect them from the evil one because they are not of the world.

· He concluded the prayer for the disciples by asking the Father to sanctify (set apart for ministering or service) them by the Truth because He is sending them into the world as God sent Him to the world to proclaim His word (Truth).

· Our text then concludes with Jesus Praying for All Believers, “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them” (John 17:20-26).  Here, in the prayers for believers, Jesus emphasizes:

· Unity among believers

· Unity with Him and the Father

· Complete unity so that the world knows that God has sent Christ as exhibited by the love that exists among believers.

· Therefore I submit to you that the very essence of Christ’s ministry is that we would become disciples and believers.  He ministered prayerfully, often with fasting. If we are to succeed in ministry, we must minister the Jesus’ way – prayerfully with fasting:  Praying for disciples, believers, as well as for those who affect these entities and ourselves.  However the challenge I leave with you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? If not and desire to be saved, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore minister effectively for Him because you have lost the joy of salvation due to sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and do the works God created you to do.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and do the works for which you were created, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 PRISON MINISTRY

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007
      What is Your Most Important Desire? 
1Kings 3:3-15
· If God offered you anything you wanted, what would be the one most important thing you desire to ask Him today? 
· Would it be health or wealth? Husband or wife? Power or position? Fame or fortune?  Longevity of live or prosperity? What is your one deepest desire? Is it to be number 1?  It is intriguing to observe that every football team wants to be number 1!  Even when the team is loosing the games you can still observe supporters of that team waiving and indicating they are number 1!! 
· As most of you know, I just returned from burying my father in Nigeria who passed away to eternity about a month ago.  His heart’s desire towards the end of his life here on earth was just to be with Jesus in heaven.  He has been a man of dignity who lived by faith, stood for the Truth and taught all his children that only righteousness pleases God.  What is your heart’s number one desire?
· Prayer is communing with God whereby you know His desires for you.  And the Psalmist says in Psalms 37:4-6, “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this:  He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun”.  
· It is in worship that you commune with God and make your desires known to Him.  For it is in worship that you delight in the Lord.  Worship is actually falling in love with God.
· Thus our text for the day begun, “Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you” (1 Kings 3:3-5).  I want you to take note that it is in worship and at the place of worship that God reveals his desires and plans for you and asks you to ask for whatever you want Him to give you.

· Solomon was not selfish and greedy when he had the opportunity to ask God for whatever he desired.  Rather he shows us a spirit of worship as our text continued by adoring or worshipping God.  The text continue to read, “ Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.  Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.  Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"  (1 Kings 3:6-9). What Solomon asked for is wisdom.  Wisdom helps us to discern and do the right thing at the right time.  We get into much trouble when we lack wisdom and do the wrong things.  James would advocate that if you lack wisdom you are to ask of God who gives it freely to anyone who asks.  Listen to what James said, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does” (James 1:5-8).  Also, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you?  You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:1-3).

· Solomon asked for wisdom and God answered his request and even gave him much more than the one thing he asked and he continued to worship God when he returned to Jerusalem.  Thus our text for the day concludes, “ The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.  Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings.   And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life."  Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord's covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court” (1 Kings 3:10-15).
· Solomon continued to worship God in Jerusalem (the city of peace).  When you worship God and he grants you favor, what do you do afterwards?  You heart has to be in worship for that is what pleases God.  However, you cannot worship who or what you don’t know.  To know God you must believe in you heart and confess with you your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord to be saved.  If you desire to be saved, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can find favor with Him as you worship and serve Him.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and do the works for which you were created, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler or Greater peace and unite with any of these local bodies of Christ or others where the Word is taught.  Let us pray.  If you have been challenged by the message today and desire to start worshipping God faithfully, why don’t you indicate by raising your hand?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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 MINISTERING THE JESUS WAY

SEPTEMBER 30, 2007

  Carefully Choosing Associates 

Luke6:12-16
· We have established from last Sunday that the word ministering simply means serving.  Jesus came not to be served but as a servant.  Therefore in ministering, one has to carefully choose associates as they can affect the outcome of your work adversely if they are not humble and willing servants ministering the Jesus way.  The prophet Amos once asked a rhetorical question in Amos 3:3, “How can two walk together, unless they have agreed to do so”?  In fact it is impossible for any two parties to work or walk together unless there has been an agreement to do so between them. This is why it is imperative to choose your associates carefully if you are to be faithful in ministering the Jesus way.

· It is generally very easy to have acquaintances but very, very difficult to find a good friend that would work and walk with you.  The company you keep does matter very much in ministering the Jesus way.  Bear in mind the old cliché, “Birds of the same feathers flock together” and the fact that bad company ruins good morals.  This is why Proverbs 27:10 admonishes, “Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father, and do not go to your brother's house when disaster strikes you— better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away” while Proverbs 17:17 states, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity”.  Why is it very important to carefully choose your associates in order to minister the Jesus way?  Allow me to submit to you that when the going gets rough and tough in ministry, only associates with genuine love for ministering would stick with you otherwise there is a propensity for men to desert you at such times.  

· Faithful associates, however, would always become genuine disciples.  And genuine disciples are followers and learners of the Truth with genuine love.  Those who are not genuine disciples but are associating with any ministry for the sake of personnel benefits often desert the ministry whenever the going gets tough. A case in point is in John Chapter six when many disciples deserted Jesus as he taught them the truth: “Jesus said unto them, I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.  Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever."  He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?"  Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you?  What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  Yet there are some of you who do not believe."  For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him.  He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him."  From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.  Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God."  Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!"  (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)” (John 6:53-71).  Paul also reported of associates who deserted him when he needed them the most.  For instance, 2 Timothy 4:9-11 Paul wrote Timothy his son in the ministry saying, “Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry”.  You carefully choose your associates so that they can be helpful to you in ministering the Jesus way – faithful and fruitful to the end.

· This is why it is essential to carefully choose your associates who will remain faithful and fruitful as you minister the Jesus way. Thus our text for the day reads, “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor” (Luke 6:12-16).

· Herein in our text for the day Jesus shows us how to carefully choose our associates for ministry.  The most important thing is that we have to choose them prayerful.  Here also we see that Jesus went to the mountainside for an all night solitary prayer before choosing the twelve disciples through whom He was to extend His ministry.  We too need to learn to pray solitary if we to carefully choose our associates to minister the Jesus way. After praying all night, Jesus then in the morning chose twelve from all the disciples (followers) and designated (sanctified or set them apart to be) apostles, and sent them to minister in His way.  Many people may follow us in our ministries but we must be careful in choosing a few who are genuine disciples to carry the work of ministering faithfully and fruitfully.  And even when we are prayerful and careful in choosing our associates, once in a while you would discover that there is someone who will betray you or desert you when the going gets rough and tough in ministering.  You should not be discouraged but strive harder to find more faithful men that you can entrust the work of ministering the Jesus way.

·   Let me conclude by saying that you cannot minister the Jesus way unless you know Him personally as your Lord and savior.  Secondly, you have to be careful the way you choose your friends and the company you keep.  If not the associates you choose which are not genuine disciples of Jesus Christ will affect your ministry adversely.

· Therefore I submit to you that the very essence of Christ’s ministry is that we would become disciples and believers.  He ministered prayerfully, often with fasting. If we are to succeed in ministry, we must minister the Jesus’ way – prayerfully with fasting especially as we carefully choose our associates in ministry.  And so the challenge I leave with you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? If not and you desire to be saved, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away by choosing associates that adversely affect your effectiveness in ministering the Jesus way, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and do the works God created you to do.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and do the works for which you were created, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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