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 MINISTERING THE JESUS WAY

OCTOBER 7, 2007

Confronting without Condemning  

John 8:1-11
· Ministering simply means serving as demonstrated by Jesus Christ who came not to be served but as a servant.  The very essence of Christ’s ministry is the passion and compassion with which He ministered.  His passion was for the kingdom of God that He came to establish whereas His compassion was for the people who would belong to this kingdom. His passion led Him to confront sin but His compassion ensured that the sinner is not condemned.  Therefore ministering the Jesus way entails having a passion to confront sin but compassion not to condemn the sinner.

· In the church today, followers or disciples of Jesus are afraid to confront sinful behaviors for fear that they will be accused of judging another or for the sake of keeping peace with the sinner.  Actually, passion for the salvation of the sinner should compel you to expose sinful behaviors but at the same the compassion for the sinner would ensure that the sinner is not condemned.  Jesus did not come to condemn the world but that through Him the world may be saved.  And salvation comes by faith in the completed redemptive work of Jesus Christ on Calvary.  It is faith in Jesus Christ that justifies the sinner.  Once a sinner knows that He is justified by faith in finished work of salvation by Christ on Calvary, he has peace with God.  

· This is why Paul would suggest that peace with God comes through justification as a result of having faith in Jesus who demonstrated His love and compassion to die for us while we were yet sinners.  Romans 5:1 states, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God”.  Then, Paul emphatically stated in Romans 8:1-4 that “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit”. 

· Christ’s ministry involved confronting sinful behaviors, condemning sin in sinful man without condemning the sinner.  However, human beings especially religious individuals, including church folks are general quick to condemn the sinner rather than confront the sin.  Church folks would rather talk and condemn the sinner with others than confront the sinner concerning the sinful behavior(s).  If we at Mt Traveler are to minister the Jesus way we must be disciples of His in learning to confront sin without condemning the sinner.

· Thus our text for the day demonstrates how Jesus ministered with passion and compassion; confronting without condemning the sinner.  Confronting the sinner always leads to genuine repentance.  Do you recall how Nathan, the prophet confronted David, the king concerning the king’s sinful behaviors against Uriah and his wife Bethsheba, which subsequently lead to the king’s genuine repentance?  Nathan did not come condemning King David but rather confronting his sinful behaviors.  And so our text for today begins, “But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them” (John 8:1-2).  It is worth noting that if we are going to minister the Jesus way, we must learn to be prayerfully teachers.  Jesus again had gone to spend time in prayers (I suppose all night) with God the Father solitarily on the Mount of Olives.  Then the next morning He went to teach the people in the temple courts.   It was then He encountered a problem with the teachers of the law and the Pharisees who were apt to condemn the sinner rather than confront the sin.

· And so our text for the day continued, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?"  They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.  But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger” (John 8:3-6).  Initially, Jesus seemed to have ignored the accusers of the woman caught in adultery.  However, He was teaching us not to rush into judging and condemning the sinner.  He desires that we first confront the sin and even sometimes the accusers of the sinner.

· Then the text for the day concluded with Jesus confronting the sin without condemning the sinner.  It reads “When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."  Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.   At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"   "No one, sir," she said.  "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave (or quit) your life of sin"”  (John 8:7-11). 

· Let me conclude by saying that ministering the Jesus way involves confronting sin without condemning the sinner.  It is impossible to do so unless you know Jesus personally as your Lord and savior.  Secondly, you have to be a prayerful teacher and/or a disciple that learns to appreciate God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ and forsake your life of sin.

· And so my challenge to you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? Have your sin(s) been forgiven? Have you been justify by faith and saved by grace through the finished work of salvation that Jesus Christ accomplished at Calvary? If not and you desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and do the works for which God created you.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way, learning to confront without condemning the sinner so as to win him/her to Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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With Humility 


John 13:1-17
· Jesus demonstrated ministering in the highest order by serving others even though He was both Teacher and Lord; he humbled Himself to be a servant.  Jesus Christ came into this world not to be served but to be a servant.  He also taught that if anyone desires to be the greatest in the kingdom of God such a one must be the servant of all.  This is quite contrary to the thinking of this generation whereby leaders demand that others serve them.  The reality is that when you serve others you command their respect.  Therefore, it is high time our leaders learned from Jesus that it is imperative to command respect by humbly serving others rather than demanding respect from them through arrogance.

· In the church today, followers or disciples of Jesus love to introduce themselves with lofty titles such as: I’m the Bishop, the esteem pastor of, the founder of, the superintendent of, the chairman of, the president of, etc., all in the hope to gain respect from others and to feel they are somebody to reckon with.  Church folks love to place themselves on a pedestal higher than others so that others might serve them and make them feel superior to everyone else.   However, Proverbs 16:17-19 wisely warns – “The highway of the upright avoids evil; he who guards his way guards his life.  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud”.  Peter in 1Peter 5:5-6 further admonished, “Young men, in the same way are to be submissive to those who are older. All of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time”.

· Jesus humbled Himself and God gave Him a name above all names that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord!  Listen to how Paul articulated this truth in Philippians 2:5-11, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”. 

· Christ’s ministry involved serving others in humility.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that if we at Mt Traveler are to minister the Jesus way we must be disciples of His by learning to serve others in and/or with humility.  This is because serving or ministering with humility is proof of the full extent of love.

· The text for the day is a demonstration of a case in point when Jesus ministered with great humility. Thus the text began, “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him” (John 13:1-5). 

· It is customarily within the Jewish culture for servants in the house to wash the feet of guests as the come into the house of a prominent personality.  At this time the feast of the Passover was close.  This was when the Hebrews celebrated their freedom from slavery, especially the fact that God pass over the houses of Israelites who were obedient in placing blood on their doorposts.  And God fulfilled His promise that when He sees the blood on the doorpost He will let the angel of death pass over such a home and the firstborn son would not die.  Obedience was proof of the great extent that the individual household loved God rather than Pharaoh.  At the commemoration of this event of the Passover, Jesus demonstrated the great extent of His love for His disciples that He humbled Himself and washed their feet. 

· Initially, Peter resisted this action by Christ because in the truest common sense it was traditional for the servants to wash the master’s feet and not the other way around. Now allow me to ask you Members of Mt. Traveler: Has God ever placed you in an awkward situation where you had to serve those that were traditionally or customarily supposed to serve you?  What did you do?  Did you humble yourself and serve and/or minister to such persons or did you become arrogant and refuse to prove the great extent of God’s love in you?  Our text for the day continued, “He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"  Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."  "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."  Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."  (John 13:6-8).

· The point here is that several times you do not know what God is doing in your life at the time that certain things are happening to you.  However, if you would be obedient to the Lord, no matter what your conditions, circumstances or situations, you would discover that you still belong to Him and He would take care of you.  All you need to do is to allow Jesus to wash you with His cleansing blood or else you have no part with Him, and as such you will not have eternal life.

·  Our text then concluded with Peter desiring that his entire body be washed and not his feet alone. Jesus had to explain to Peter that a person who had already taken his bath needed only to wash his feet.  The text reads, "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."  For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.  When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them.  "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them” (John 13:9-17).

· Blessings are upon everyone who knows that ministering with humility is proof of love for God and others.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that ministering the Jesus way humbling yourself as you minister to others like Jesus did.  It is impossible for you to do so unless you know Jesus personally as your Lord and savior.  
· And so my challenge to you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? Are you ministering with humility? Do you know that Jesus knows who have cleansed and who have not?  Have you been cleansed by His redeeming blood? If not and you desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness and humbly do the works for which God created you.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way with humility so as to win sinners to Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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With Holistic Approach 

Mark 8:1-10, 31-38
· Jesus demonstrated ministering of the highest order by serving others employing the holistic approach.  Jesus Christ came into this world not to be served but to be a servant to all people of different political, socioeconomic, religious, race and educational backgrounds.  In fact, at a point He said those who are healthy do not need a physician.  So He came to be a servant not to those that are healthy but the sick, especially of sin.  This implies that He came to minister to those who are tired of being sick of sin.  These are those who desire spiritual, physical, mental, emotional, social, political and economic healing and/or relief.  Therefore Jesus used the holistic approach to minister to all who desire and/or require such healing.  Jesus still ministers today to those who realize and appreciate His holistic approach to meet their deepest needs.

· Most Church folks and church members consider themselves whole and also think or feel the only essential duty is to minister to the spiritual needs of people alone.  No wonder, most of the needs of church folks remain unmet talk less of them meeting the needs of others.  If Mt Traveler is truly going to minister the Jesus way, we must adopt His holistic approach of ministering to others otherwise our ministry will be ineffective.  Or how do you expect a hungry person to sit down, concentrate and listen to the gospel message with an empty stomach, or while emotionally derailed, politically down trodden, socially outcast and mentally depraved?  Why does separatism and discrimination persistent with Church folks?  We develop cliques that seclude others and then turn around and wonder why we are ineffective in ministry.  For instance, emotionally we are continually jealous and envious of others and wonder why our ministry is ineffective.  Jesus socialized with everyone including the social outcasts like the publican, harlots, tax collectors, lepers and the lunatics.  He did not neglect the economically deprived, the hungry, the sick, any race, or age group.   Jesus employed a total holistic approach to serve mankind.  Therefore, if we are truly His disciples and would minister effectively, we too must employ holistic approach in order to win sinners to Christ. 

· To minister the Jesus way you must be willing to serve with a holistic approach even unto death because you will definitely face opposition from the political, religious and educational leaders of any generation in the society.  At times even your disciples and those you are mentoring will stand on your way of ministering the Jesus way if it involves suffering.  And so you may be tempted to call it quit or deny Christ when you face the various oppositions from the different leaders of the society.  But always remember that Jesus Christ’s ministry involved serving others with holistic approach.  Therefore allow me to submit to you that if we at Mt Traveler are to minister the Jesus way we must be His faithful disciples by learning to serve others with holistic approach.

· The text for the day is an illustration of Jesus ministering with holistic approach. Thus the text began, “During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.  If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance."  His disciples answered, "But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?" (Mark 8:1-4).  

· Compassion must always be your driving force if you are to minister the Jesus way with a holistic approach.  Here, a large crowd had gathered to hear Jesus in a remote area (country region of Palestine).  There was no place to buy food to feed the large hungry crowd who had had nothing to eat for three days.  Jesus wanted to satisfy both their spiritual as well as physical hunger before He sent them home.  He was particular about their physical well being because He knew they had come from far distance to be fed spiritually.  However, He wanted to feed them physically for fear that some may collapse on their way home because they had not eaten for three days.  Mt Traveler, allow me to ask you: Have you ever been spiritually hungry to forgo your meals for three days just to attend a spiritual revival meeting to feed your souls?  Sometimes you may have limited resources and may have to forgo some meals to meet the cost to attend a congress on Christian education so that you can be fed spiritually.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled (or satisfied).  All you need to do is to bring your limited resources to Christ and He will bless them.

· When you have limited resources to minister to the needs of others, remember Jesus wants you to understand that you need to turn over these limited resources to Him and he will multiple such to meet the needs of people.  Thus our text continued, “How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked.   "Seven," they replied.  He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people, and they did so.  They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them.  The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  About four thousand men were present. And having sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha” (Mark 8:5-10). Jesus took the limited resources the disciples had and fed the large crowd that had gathered to be fed spiritually.  They were all satisfied and the remnants or leftovers collected were seven basketfuls.  Then Jesus sent the large crowd away after feeding them.  Mt Traveler, in this remote country area called Waverly in Lee County of rural Alabama, with limited resources, this Church can minister the Jesus way with holistic approach if only we bring such limited resources to be blessed by Christ. 

· Our text for the day then changed tone by incorporating suffering and rejection in the discourse of ministering the Jesus way with holistic approach.  Suffering and rejection are part and parcel of the holistic approach to ministering.  Paul admonished Timothy, his son in the ministry that “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2Timothy 3:12).  Thus the concluding portion of our text reads, “He (Jesus) then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.  He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels” (Mark 8:31-38).

· As we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you and remind you again that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must be willing to serve with a holistic approach even unto death because you will definitely face opposition from the political, religious and educational leaders of any generation in our society.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, other Christians or church folks will stand on your way of ministering the Jesus way especially when it involves suffering and as you face various oppositions from the different leaders of our society. We must not be ashamed to suffer for Christ but heed to Paul’s admonition that “in fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”.    Therefore I want to suggest to you that ministering the Jesus way with holistic approach requires compassion, sacrifices and suffering and it is impossible for you to do so unless you know Jesus personally as your Lord and savior.  
· And so my challenge to you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? Are you ministering the Jesus way with holistic approach? If not and you desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness with holistic approach to do the works for which God created you.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way with holistic approach so as to meet the needs of sinners and win them to Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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Without Discrimination 

Matthew 8:1-17
· Discrimination is a common practice among mankind and observed in many forms and fashion.  It is usually expressed in various ways such as social classes, educational elites, political groups, race or color of skin, sex, shape, weight, religion, or creed.  Whatever its form, discrimination was not part of Jesus’ ministry.  

· Jesus Christ purposely came into this world not to be served but to be a servant to all people of different political, socioeconomic, religious, racial and educational backgrounds.  The scriptures in Acts 10: 34-35 says, “Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right”.  James 1:1-13 further explains, “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in.  If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?  But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?   If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.  Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!” 

· Therefore please allow me to submit to you that justification is only by faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ at Calvary and is granted to those who revere God because of His love.  For God demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Also, wherever genuine love abounds, no form of discrimination occurs.  Otherwise, all kinds of discrimination are eminent.  This is why we still have cliques within the church.  If you have cliques please do not tell me you love God and every church member genuinely.  For if you do not love your brother or sister that you see, how can you tell me and expect me to believe that you love God whom you have never seen?

· Now if you truly know God, your ministering to others will be void of discrimination because love or God does not discriminate.  Romans 12:9-21 emphasizes ministering without discrimination even towards your enemies because love must be genuine.  It reads, “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”.

· In His holistic approach to ministry, Jesus ensured that there was no room for discrimination to occur.  The Scriptures say that as many as receive Him, to them He gives the power to become the children of God and also, whosoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  The only option here is your choice of life.  And if you chose life and are children of God indeed, then ministering the Jesus way without discrimination will become your lifestyle because love, the attribute of God and His children would prevail.

· And under normal circumstances, genuine (agape) love would always attract the crowds.  The crowd always consists of divers groups of people.  Genuine love will never discriminate among any group in the crowd.  And because Jesus is genuine love, He ministered without discrimination to the crowd that was attracted to Him.  Therefore allow me to suggest this morning that if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way without discrimination, it must employ the great attribute of genuine love or compassion.  

· The text of today is a demonstration of Jesus ministering without discrimination to the crowd that was attracted to Him. Thus the text began, “When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him.  A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean."  Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.  Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." (Matthew 8:1-4).  Here Jesus ministered to a leper who sought healing.  Leprosy during Jesus ministry was a disgraceful and disliked disease like HIV and AIDS today and lepers were much discriminated against because no one wanted to catch the disease.  Actually, lepers would live outside the city limits! But Jesus took time to listen to the cry of this leper and healed him.  Afterwards he sends the leper to present himself before the priest and make an offering.  Spiritually this is very significant because when Jesus saves you from sin, you are expected to be in Church to worship God even with your offerings.  Always remember sin is like leprosy that cripples the individual from attaining his or her potentials but if you come to Jesus like the leper did, He would heal you! 

· Then the text continue to teach that faith in a person, especially God moves him to action. The Faith of the Centurion honored Jesus and consequently moved Him to heal the servant that was suffering from paralysis.  The text reads, “ When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.  "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."  Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."  The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour” (Matthew 8:5-13).

· Our text then concluded by describing that Jesus healed all that were brought to Him who were afflicted in various ways. This implies that if you come to Him in faith, you too would be healed today because He is still in the healing business.  Therefore the concluding portion of today’s text reads, “When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever.  He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.  When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases” (Matthew 8:14-17).

· As we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you and remind you again that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must be willing to serve without discrimination.  Mt Traveler must reach out to the destitute, the under-privileged, those incarcerated, the sick, the widows and the orphans.  However, I want to suggest to you that ministering the Jesus way without discrimination requires passion for the kingdom, compassion for the people along with faith and sacrifices that are impossible for you to achieve unless you know Jesus personally as your Lord and savior.  
· And so my challenge to you today is: Do you truly know God personally and Jesus Christ whom He has sent as your personal Lord and savior? Are you ministering the Jesus way without discrimination or only to those in your cliques? What makes the difference is whether you are saved or not.  If not and you desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness without discrimination and do the works for which God created you.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way without discrimination so as to meet the needs of sinners and win them to Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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