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Loving Children 


Luke 18:15-17
· I am inclined to begin today’s message by asking the question: Why was Jesus so particular about children during His ministry?  As we continue with our sermon series on ministering the Jesus way with a focus on loving children it is imperative to underscore that this is an extension of ministering the Jesus way without discrimination.  Adults often discriminate against children in various ways.  In fact, adults often overlook children when ministering, usually paying very little attention to children simply because they are children.  And very often children are usually referred to as “the church of tomorrow”. But let me assure you that children are the church of today!  

·  Jesus never discriminated against the children.  Neither did He prey on children or hurt and harm them as some of the so-called ministers do in our generation. Jesus loves the children just as He loves the adult, if not even more.  As such Jesus ministered by loving children without discriminating or hurting them.  He loves the children because their attitudes are not as complex as adults.  Children are simple and sincere, innocent, honest and truthful.  Children are also humble and generous.  Children are full of faith and trust.  Most importantly children are friendly, forgiving and loving without discrimination (unless taught by some adults to discriminate).  They have no concept of social class, color, sex, size or race.  Children are eager learners, excellent disciples and usually obedient unless they have learned otherwise from their environment and some unscrupulous adults.  Children are potentially faithful and fruitful.  Thus Jesus encourages Christians to be like a child but not to be childish.  Being a child is to have the attributes of children but being childish to have the attitudes of selfishness and self-centeredness.  Paul puts it like this: “When I was a child, I talked like a child; I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me” (1Corinthians 13:11).

· This why when the disciples asked Jesus the question “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  He called a little child and had him stand among them.  And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea” (Matthew 18:1-6). 

· Jesus Christ came into this world not to be served but to be a servant including loving the children.  Therefore, allow me to suggest this morning that if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way by loving children, it must be inclusive of children in all its ministering.   Children are to be involved in all aspects of worship and ministering, as children are the church of today and NOT the church of tomorrow.  Jesus involved children in His ministry for instance the lad that surrendered his lunch of two fish and five little loaves, which Jesus blessed to feed over five thousand people. 

· The text of today is a demonstration of Jesus ministering by loving children. Thus the text reads, “People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it” (Luke 18:15-17).  Jesus loved and still loves children and this was why people were bringing them to Him so that He would touch them and bless them.  However, the disciples were indignant and rebuke the people for bringing children to Jesus.  Does this not remind you of how adults in our society attempt to keep children from knowing Jesus?  Worse still, what about church folk, who claim to be followers or disciples of Jesus, that think children are good for nothing in church ministry and would have to wait till they are grown up because children are the church of tomorrow?  Let me reiterate again, that children are the church of today.  And if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way, it must love children and engages them in all facets of ministering.  This would be in accordance with Jesus approach to counteract the attitude of the disciples who were unwilling to allow people to bring the children to Jesus.

· Then the text the day also teaches that Jesus called the children to him and pronounced that the children must be allowed to come to Him for the kingdom of God belongs to such.  This implies that Jesus loves the children equally as He does the adults.  It also means that children are the church of today as the adults are.  Consequently, His final remark in text of the day is that the truth is that anyone who would not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.  This is because children are humble to accept the ways of God.  Little children have beautiful attributes without the attitudes of childishness. 

· As we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must be willing to serve by loving children.  Mt Traveler must reach out to all children, especially the destitute, the under-privileged, the sick, and the orphans.  Also, I want to suggest to you that ministering the Jesus way requires passion for the kingdom God to love children and to accept the kingdom of God as children in faith.  
· And so I challenge to you today to come to Jesus as a little child fully trusting Him to be your personal Lord and savior. And to those who know Him as personal Lord and savior I want to ask you: Are you ministering the Jesus way by loving children and getting them involve in ministering? What makes it possible to love and respect children as partners of the kingdom of God are determined by the fact that you are saved or not.  If you are not saved and desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness, loving children and doing the works for which God created you.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way by loving children and reaching them Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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With Great Teaching 


Matthew 7:28-29
· Jesus Christ has provided the epitome of great teaching through His ministry. His ministering was accompanied with great teachings.  No one taught like Him.  He was not corky in His teaching but bold in speaking the truth He knew He was.  People who just fantasize are usually corky but persons who have great dreams of positively changing the world for the better by the truth they know are usually bold.  The element of truth in teaching always makes the teacher bold, confident and authoritative.  As such Jesus was bold in His utterances as He taught using parables and practical examples.

· Jesus did not teach like the scribes and the Pharisees with many empty words void of power as they taught what they did not do.  Jesus’ teaching was full of power and truth, bold and authoritative because He practiced what He taught.  Further, His teaching cut across socioeconomic classes, political clout, race and educational levels.  The farmers and fishermen understood Him just like the scribes and the Pharisees, the shepherds like the noble and kings, and the Hebrews like the heathens.  The truth He spoke with sincerity and simplicity became a powerful weapon that won the heart and attention of His listeners who listened with amazement and wonder how sinners are convinced, convicted and converted.  Indeed His teachings were full of wisdom as they were the spoken truths and word of God.

· His teachings covered a variety of issues affecting the life of people.  For instance, His teaching on the Mount (commonly known as sermon on the Mount) from where the text of the day comes, covered the be-attitudes; effects of salt and light; the issues of fulfilling the law, murder, adultery, vengeance; and love and acts of righteousness.  He taught about giving alms, prayers, fasting and the motives behind each and the subsequent rewards.  He taught concerning storing up treasure in Heaven where thieves cannot steal or moth or rust destroy.  He addressed topics like judging others, the A.S.K. (Ask, Seek and Knock) of prayer, choosing between the narrow and the wide gates and the dangers of following the crowd, identifying a tree by its fruits, and concluded with the wise and foolish builder that represent those heard his teachings and practiced them or not.  After all these teachings, the people were amazed how He taught. 

· The text of today is a culminating remark of these teachings on the Mount. It is a demonstration of Jesus ministering with great teaching. Thus the text reads, “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:28-29).  Whenever you teach the truth with sincerity, simplicity and godly wisdom you will be bold and authoritative because you know God has your back.

· Therefore allow me to suggest to you this morning that if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way with great teaching, its members must avail themselves to learning the truth of God at Bible Study, Sunday Church School and regular worship services.  When Mt Traveler members become eager disciples and students of the scriptures and practice what have been learned, then our testimonies and the sharing of our faith would be powerful, bold and authoritative.  Also, our testimonies will be filled up with wisdom and the Holy Spirit, our permanent Resident Technician would use such to convince, convict and convert sinners.

· As we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must be willing to learn to be disciples of the Great Teacher.  Mt Traveler must reach out to all sinners with great teachings of the truth boldly, powerful and authoritatively..  Also, I want to suggest to you that ministering the Jesus way requires passion for the kingdom of God by getting involved in teaching His great truths.  It is impossible for you to teach His truths with authority, power and boldness if you do not know Him as your personal Lord and savior.  To know this way you must believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that He is Lord and be saved
· And so I challenge to you today to come to Jesus as a little child fully trusting Him to be your personal Lord and savior. And to those who know Him as personal Lord and savior I want to get involve in our Christian Education Ministries to learn more of the truths of God.  Come to Bible Studies, Church school. Workshops, Seminars, Vacation Bible School and attend the congresses on Christian Education at the local, state and national levels.  It is impossible for you to commit to these if you are not saved.  And so if you are not saved and desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness, and minister the Jesus way with great teachings.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way with great teachings to reach sinners for Jesus Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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Focusing on Kingdom Building
Matthew 4:12-23
· Throughout Jesus’ ministering here on earth, He focused on building the Kingdom of God He came to re-establish.  His ministering was accompanied with great teachings.  He spoke and taught about the kingdom with great fervor and passion; living it as an example.  Furthermore, He set forth pre-requisites for entering this Kingdom.  For instance, He taught that unless one humbles oneself and receives the kingdom of God as a child he couldn’t enter it (Luke 18:17).  Also, He informed Nicodemus that no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again (John 3:3) and that no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the spirit (John 3:5).  Therefore you must be born again for flesh and blood cannot inherit this Kingdom because it is a spiritual one and it is without end.  Regeneration is a requirement for becoming a member of this kingdom.  Regeneration is not accomplished by your works but by the grace of God.

· So allow me to suggest to you this morning that there is no discrimination at all in building this kingdom, neither is there any segregation.  However, it is only those washed in the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God that was slain for the sin of the world, and those justified by faith in the finished work of the risen savior qualify to be part of this kingdom.   After re-establishing the kingdom of God here on earth over 2000 years ago, Jesus Christ taught about the kingdom employing many parables to indicate that you must stay prepared always to remain in the kingdom and enter it for eternity when He returns for the bride.  Part of staying prepared is continuous engaging in kingdom building.

· This is why when John the Baptist came preparing the way for Christ, his focus was on kingdom building.  Thus John came preaching saying, repent for the Kingdom of God is near (Matthew 3:2).  Then when Jesus arrived on the scene, His ministering focused on kingdom building and His message was repent for the Kingdom is near (Matthew 4:17).  And so for a moment I want to submit to you that if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way, it must focus on kingdom building and the message it must proclaim is: Repent for the kingdom of God is already here and therefore you must be born again to enter it.

· The text of today is a demonstration of Jesus ministering with a focus on kingdom building. Thus the text began, “When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee.  Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned (Matthew 4:12-16). This opening portion of our text emphasizes that the re-establishing of God is a fulfillment of prophecy.  It also entails enlightening people that have been in the dark so that the people who have been living in darkness and in the land of the shadow of death would see the light.  Mt Traveler, remember you are the light of the world.  A city set upon the hill cannot be hid.  Mt Traveler is on the hill at the intersection of Highway 280 and Lee County Road 188 and the light of Jesus must shine forth from here.  Jesus is the light.  It is only through Him that our ministering will continue to focus on kingdom building.  And if Jesus came preaching that the kingdom of God is near, Mt Traveler must preach that it is already here.

· The text then continued, “From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near’.  As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers; Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  At once they left their nets and followed him.  Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him” (Matthew 4:17-22).  I don’t what you are engaged in, but whatever it is Jesus is calling you.  Perhaps you are mending your nets or casting your nets within your vocation or career, you need to listen to the call of Jesus into discipleship.  In essence kingdom building involves calling people into repentance and discipleship.  Disciples are followers of Jesus that learn to be fishers of men to bring them into the kingdom.  It is not making members for the church but disciples for the kingdom!  Therefore if Mt Traveler is to minister the Jesus way, it must learn to build its membership into disciples who would go into the world and be fishers of men into the kingdom of God.  How would Mt Traveler do this?

· The text for the day concluded, “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23).  Jesus ministered focusing on building the kingdom of God by going through His neighborhood and community, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news and healing every disease and sickness among the people.  And if Mt traveler is to minister the Jesus way, it must learn to focus on building the kingdom of God by teaching people the truth of God in Church to become disciples and not just church members; preaching the good news so that the people would be saved; and healing every diseases and sickness among the people, especially the greatest one known as sin.  If we can heal our community of the sickness of sin, Mt Traveler would be building the kingdom of God and this world will be a better place.  But you cannot participate in building the kingdom of God unless you have been born again and have become part of this kingdom.  You are born again when you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior. 

· As we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must be willing to learn to be disciples of the Great Teacher by focusing on kingdom building as it reaches out to all sinners with the good news that heals them of the sickness of sin. But first, I want to suggest to you that ministering the Jesus way requires passion for the kingdom of God by becoming genuine disciples of His truths.  Also, you must believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and be saved
· And so I challenge to you today to come to Jesus as a just as you are and as a little child fully trusting Him to be your personal Lord and savior. And to those who know Him as personal Lord and savior I want you to get involved in kingdom building.  And let me reiterate again that it is impossible for you to commit to kingdom building if you are not saved.  And so if you are here and desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way and focusing on kingdom building because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God so that you can become a powerful witness, and minister the Jesus way by focusing on kingdom building.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way with a focus on kingdom building by reaching out to sinners, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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With Thanksgiving

Matthew 26:17-36
· Thanksgiving is a deep positive emotional attitude of gratitude that springs from the heart.  It always wells up from a heart not troubled but a heart ruled by the peace of God that passes all understanding.  The peace of God rules or reigns in your heart and mind when your mind is focused on God to please Him since this is one of the main purposes why God created you.

· Throughout Jesus’ ministering here on earth, He did it with thanksgiving. This is because He related with God the Father at all times very well.  His mind remain firmly and focused on the Father.  He purposely fulfilled the will of the Father with an attitude of gratitude.  He gave thanks, especially to God, in everything.  This is why Paul admonishes in Ephesians 5 that we are to give thanks to God the Father in everything.

·  Therefore allow me for a moment to suggest to you that the attitude of gratitude or thanksgiving is the secret to peace of mind.  Show me a person who is always grateful and I will show you a person who is peaceful and rejoices always.  In Philippians 4:4-7, Paul is reiterated this when he wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”.  

· And because you have a good relation with God the Father, this results in an attitude of gratitude such that you are apt to offer thanksgiving regardless of your circumstances, condition, or condition because you have that peace of God that passes all understanding.  This peace enables you to minister the Jesus way with thanksgiving.  And if Mt Traveler members are to minister the Jesus way with thanksgiving, it is imperative that each member establishes a child to Father relationship with God.

· The text of today demonstrates how Jesus ministered with thanksgiving despite the horrendous circumstances that were awaiting Him.  First, there was uncertainty as to where He was to eat the Passover with His disciples.  Thus the text began, “On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"  He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.' "  So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover” (Matthew 26:17-19). 

· Secondly, He knew that one of His twelve closest friends whom He has chosen as apostles had planned to betray Him.  Our text for the day continued, “When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.  And while they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me."  They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?"  Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.  The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."  Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?"  Jesus answered, ‘Yes, it is you’” (Matthew 26:20-25). 

· Yet with these horrendous circumstances facing Him, Jesus ministered with thanksgiving.  Thus our text concludes, “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."  Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."  When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives” (Matthew 26:26-30).  Here Jesus ministered with thanksgiving despite His circumstances that were dreadful and horrible.  And the closing verse of our text assured us that afterwards He went out to the Mount of Olives, one of His favorite solitary place where He commune with God.   And because He had a unique relationship with God his Father, He was willing to fulfill the purpose God sent Him to accomplish on earth.  

· I don’t know what circumstances you are facing.  Perhaps you did not have a place for the thanksgiving feast almost everyone had on Thursday in the United State.  May be you did not get to eat what everyone else ate at Thanksgiving Dinner. But as we conclude this worship experience, please allow me to submit to you that to minister the Jesus way Mt Traveler must do so with thanksgiving.  So allow me to suggest that during this week of thanksgiving in the United States of America before you can truly minister the Jesus way with thanksgiving you must first have a son-Father relationship with God.  Then your personal relationship with God would persuade you to have solitary moments with Him to commune heart to heart and mind-to-mind.  Then you will be filled with the attitude of gratitude and minister the Jesus way with thanksgiving.
·  And so my challenge to you today is: Do you have a son-Father relationship with God?  Do you have peace that passes all understanding ruling in your heart and mind?  And do you possess an attitude of gratitude?  If not you need to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you are here and desire to be saved, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer ministering the Jesus way with thanksgiving because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God so that you can become a powerful witness, and minister the Jesus way.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him and minister the Jesus way with thanksgiving and reach out to sinners to win them to Christ, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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