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     Kingdom Training

Proverbs 22:6


Introduction

Proverb 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

God has entrusted your kids to you for a season to train and equip them for eternal life.  Your kids right now are a harvest of what you have sown into their lives.  There are two systems at work in the earth right now.  We have the prince of the air and we have the Prince of Peace.  We have the Kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of light.  Simply put we have this world system (Satan’s System) and the Kingdom of God.  How can our kids successful operate God’s Kingdom in this wicked world?

A. Real success takes courage and faith, and has nothing to do with your natural ability. 

1. Joshua is an example of someone who had supernatural success. 

2. God was with Joshua. 

a. When God is with you, you cannot fail. 

3. It doesn't really matter who you are, or what you have gone through; what matters is that God is with you and in you (Exodus 3:12). 

4. God's formula for success is based on His ability and not yours. 

a. Before God can release His power in your life, you have to obey His Word. 

b. It takes courage to obey God's Word in the midst of worldly ideals and beliefs.

B. God's Three-Part Formula for Success is fail-proof (Joshua 1: 5, 7, 8). 

1. The first part of the formula is to train your children to speak the Word. 

a. If you want success, talk success. 

b. God instructs you to speak the Word at all times, even when others accuse you of being spiritually "deep" (Deuteronomy 6:7). 

c. It takes planning, scheduling and discipline to talk the Word all the time. 

d. When you hear yourself speak the Word aloud, it enters your heart (Romans 10:17). 

e. Your words reflect what is in your heart (Luke 6:45). 

f. Refocus your attention on the Word. 

2. The second part of the formula is to train them to meditate on the Word of God. 

a. To meditate the Word is to mutter, consider, ponder or rehearse it in your mind until insight comes to you about that scripture. 

b. Think about the Word. 

i. When the Word moves from your head (mental assent) to your heart, it will give birth to your greatest breakthroughs. 

ii. When you act on the insight that God gives you, it will produce great increase in your life. 

c. The Holy Spirit's job is to make victory sweat less. 

3. The third part of the formula is to act as though the Word you have been talking about is true, even when the circumstances are difficult. 

a. Believe you receive the Word of God you are standing on (Mark 11:22-24). 

b. Be ready to act out on the Word and maintain your faith stance when pressure comes. 

· Success according to the world's standard has a price tag of misery attached to it; but the blessing of the Lord makes you rich and no sorrow comes with it (Proverbs 10:22).
· If you desire to be trained in the way you should go, it begins by accepting Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  Once you have accepted Christ as your personal Lord and savior, the Holy Spirit comes to live in your heart and control your life to be pleasing to God.   Therefore, if this is your desire today, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him and you want to return to the sweet loving fellowship with Him, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth and loving relation, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.   You too, we invite you to come.  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 The Strategies Of The Enemy

Job 1 & 2

· The enemy in the spiritual warfare is the devil.  And the battlefield we have established is the mind and the heart.  Therefore I want to suggest to you this morning that the enemy’s strategies are aimed at the mind and the heart such as to disrupt their normal spiritual functions that are pleasing to God.  Remember, you were created for God’s pleasure and not yours!  Satan’s main goal is to change your thinking (mind-set) and love (heart matter) for God to self-centeredness such that you would seek self-pleasure rather than God pleasure.

· The enemy’s sole effort is to succeed in his main goal of changing your mindset and harden your heart to become disobedient in obeying God’s commands thereby displeasing Him by sinning against Him. His strategies have not changed since he successfully employed them on Adam and Eve. He even tried the same strategies and technique on Jesus as he tempted Him in the wilderness. It is not difficult to figure the enemy’s strategies if you walk in the Spirit, by faith and not by sight.  For this warfare is not physical but spiritual, even though some of the enemy’s attacks can be in the physical.  One thing for sure is that the enemy always waits for an opportune time to employ his strategies. 

· So always remember that spiritual warfare begins whenever there is any attempt to erode an evil system of demonic activities to replace them with a good system of godliness through the Holy Spirit.  Also, recall we said the dimensions and influences of the spiritual realm are much more than the physical. This makes this spiritual warfare very tough, dangerous and difficult if we attempt to fight the enemy physically.  And since the spiritual warfare is in the spiritual realm and not physical, we must be aware of the enemy’s strategies.  Some one may be asking, please help us: what are the strategies of the enemy?  

· The enemy, the devil, has three main strategies to ensure you displease God in the way you live to please self and sin against God as you disobey His commands.  The three strategies are: the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life.  These were the same ancient strategies that the devil employed successfully on Adam and Eve.  And since the spiritual warfare started in the Garden of Eden, the enemy has not changed his strategies.  However, he employs various tactics.  The first tactics is to ambush you with the doubt of who you truly are.  You are a child of God, identify with the love of God that you exhibit in loving your fellow man, especially those of the household of God.  This is why the apostle of love would warn: “Do not love the world (worldly system of evil) or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1John 2:15, NIV).  “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh (the cravings of sinful man), the lust of the eyes and the pride of life (boasting of what you have and do) is not of the Father, but of the world” (1John 2:16, KJV).  “The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever” (1John 2:17, KJV).  Doing the will of God pleases Him and ensures eternal relationship with Him.  This is what the enemy is up against and is the main reason for spiritual warfare.

· Thus the enemy will use any tactics to succeed in his strategies that will cause you not to do God’s will.  He will always present himself where the children of God are present and disguise himself like one of them.  He even wins your favor to confide in him.  He also accuses God for protecting you.  He would appear as an angel of light (1 Corinthians 11:14-15), or as roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1Peter 5:6-7) or intimidate to discourage you and hold you into lifelong slavery through the fear of death (Hebrews 2:15).  He is quick to seek permission from God to test you by asking God to take off the hedge of protection around you. If the enemy cannot get to you directly, he will come through your children and possessions, wife, or friends, neighbors and/or associates.

· Therefore our text for the day will illustrate the strategies of the enemy.  It begins, “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.  His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified.  Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom” (Job 1:1-5). Job was a great and righteous man.  However, the enemy got to him somehow through his children who were party beasts.  They would feasts and drink, and might even curse God and that is why Job made it a regular custom of his to sacrifice burnt offerings on their behalf.

· Our text for the day then starts to explain the strategic techniques of the enemy thus: “One day the angels (children of God) came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan (the devil and our enemy) also came with them.  The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?"  Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it."  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."    "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.   Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face” (Job 1:6-11).  

· The enemy comes to Church also and while in church learns how your status in God and how much you know God and are in love with Him.  Then the enemy turns around and accuses God of His protection over you, and asks God’s permission to execute his strategies on you and that if God allows him he will use his tactics and the result is that you will curse God to His face.  Have you wonder why people curse?  It is the enemy tactic to fulfill his strategies in the spiritual warfare so that you can displease God through disobedience of His commands. Whenever, the enemy has succeeded in getting God’s permission to test you, he gets to work immediately.

·  Thus the text for the day continued, “The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger."  Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.   One day when Job's sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"  While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"   While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"  While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, "Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"  At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship (love God) and said:  "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."   In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing” (Job 1:12-22).  The pattern of the enemy’s physical attacks in this spiritual warfare has not changed.  First the devil will always go after your children, then your material wealth.  And sometimes you spend too much on your children because they have gone wayward.  It sometimes takes a financial toll on you that you begin to steal from God and displease Him.

· Even after attacking our children and material possession, we can still be faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  It is then that the enemy goes before God again to get directly at us and through our spouses who are actually part of us.  Therefore be careful not to follow every suggestion or advice of your spouse.  Weigh everything in the light of God’s word.  Whatever advice that does not line up with the word of God, no matter how excellent it may look, feel or sound, disregard it.  Adam did not line up his wife’s advice with the word of God that is why sin entered into the world.  God had given Adam definite instructions but because he listened to his wife and ate of the tree of life which he was ask not to, he disobeyed God’s commands and sinned.  The enemy attempted to use Job’s wife similarly to Eve to cause Job to displease God and focus on the lust of the flesh, the lust of eyes, and the pride of life and sin against God.  Job rejected the idea and said no matter how much I must suffer, I will never curse God.  And then admonish his wife not to think as one of the foolish women. 

· Now listen to what Job did as recorded in the scriptures, “On another day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him.  And the LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?"  Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it."  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason."  "Skin for skin!" Satan replied. "A man will give all he has for his own life.   But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face."  The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life."  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes.  His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!"  He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?"  In all this, Job did not sin in what he said” (Job 2:1-10).

· If enemy fails to succeed in using pains to your flesh and your spouse to cause you to displease God by sinning, he might try your friends who will accuse you falsely or he might use your neighbors or associates to create fear in you and change your mindset to thinking that your troubles are because you have sin.  Initially your friends, neighbors, and associates may sympathize with you but soon after the enemy will turn them against you to attack you that your troubles are because of who you are – a sinner. 

· Thus our text for the day concludes by introducing us to Job's three friends.  It reads, “When Job's three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads.  Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was” (Job 2:11-13).    Initially these friends of Job sympathized with his sufferings and troubles but later on they too allow themselves to be use by the devil to accuse Job that he had sinned.  Be careful of the friends you keep.  

· Job did not sin either by charging God of wrongdoing or in what he said. He lived to please God in all he did. Lucifer, the devil sinned against god because of the sin of pride which caused him to attempt overthrowing God from His throne as a result he was thrown out of heaven.  He is the devil and the other fallen angels with him are the demons.  These are the enemies in the spiritual warfare and are using their strategies to get you to disobey God, displease Him and please only yourself.  Therefore, I urge you to submit yourself to God and let the Holy Spirit take permanent residence in you heart to influence your mind into making positive, wise, godly and righteous decisions that would please God like Job.  You do this by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.

· Thus there is great need for every mankind to be transformed by the renewing of the mind as one accepts Jesus Christ in his/her heart.  If you desire to be transformed in your mind and live a life that is pleasing to God by bringing into captivity the strategies of the enemy even from the thoughts in your mind, now you have the opportunity to confess and repent of your sin, and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do this, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him by succumbing to the strategies of the enemy, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God to continue the kingdom building as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship, ministry, and mission in kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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The Power of the Blood

Hebrews 9:22

· The power of the blood has always been in the design and plan of God for the victory of Christians in the spiritual warfare.  In fact under the Law, nothing is pure without the shedding of blood!  Thanks to God, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all unrighteousness.

· When Adam and Eve fell into sin, they realize they were naked and created for themselves coverings from leaves.  However, God made clothing for them from animal skin.  This is the first time that the power of the blood came into effect.  The animal had to be sacrifice and its blood shed to provide clothing for man. 

· Then God made provision in Genesis 15:10, which records the first time that made sacrifice using the blood of animals to establish a covenant relationship with God.  Abraham used three-year old animals for this blood sacrifice.  Three year old animals are considered matured.  All these were pointing to things to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God whose blood takes way the sin of the World.

· The key verse of today’s sermon is Hebrews 9:22, “In fact the Law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of there is no forgiveness” (NIV).

· The three main points of the sermon are:

· The Blood is Powerful enough to protect you.  Just like when the blood was sprinkled on the doorpost of the people of Israel when they were in Egypt and the death angel Passover them sparing the lives of their first sons. The blood can do this today; it will protect you from things that would kill you if you were not protected by the blood. 

· The Blood is Powerful enough to purge sin. The only way sin can be removed is by the shedding of blood.  This is because the life of the body is in the blood.  And so the blood of Jesus Christ is powerful enough to purge and remove sin.  The blood of animals removed and purged sin temporary.  But Jesus, the Lamb of God, came once for all to remove the sin of the world.  John the Baptist said of Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world”.  And the blood of Jesus Christ shed on Calvary can bring you the fullness of life.  The blood of Jesus is capable and able in the presence of demonic forces to bring us salvation, healing and deliverance!  All of us live in the world that is contaminated by the dare forces of sin.  The blood of Jesus Christ is real and brings us into the fullness of light.  When you understand this profound provision God made for us through the blood of Jesus Christ, then we can open ourselves to this divine resource and the glory of God will fill our house (home and heart).  This blood of Jesus is readily available to anyone who believes.  Thus when hell forces are at the very worse, the blood of Jesus makes it possible for us to find salvation, healing and deliverance.

· The Blood is Powerful enough to destroy Satan. We have victory over Satan because Jesus shed his precious blood for us.  In Luke 22:15-21, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Super and explained the power of His blood, which He was about to shed.  Through this shedding of His blood, Satan is defeated and destroyed, and we can gain eternal life.  The blood of Jesus brings new life by restoring our relationship with God. And Revelation 12:11 reports, “They overcame him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much to shrink from death” (NIV).  Therefore we have defeated the devil by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony.  The blood of Jesus Christ is therefore a weapon in the spiritual warfare.  The blood of Jesus has enough power to defeat Satan.  It is a spiritual weapon!

·  If we plead the Blood of Jesus over our lives we are making use of the divine resource by faith that Jesus has given us.

· If you desire to use this divine resource, it begins by you putting your faith in Jesus.  Now you have the opportunity to confess and repent of your sin, and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do this, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but lost the effective use of the blood of Jesus because you have strayed from Him through sinning, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God to continue the kingdom building as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship, ministry, and mission in kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 SPIRITUAL WARFARE

MAY 27 2007
  


 Our Defense and Weapons

Ephesians 6:10-20

· As we resume our sermon series on spiritual warfare, let me remind you as we have established that every believer is in this spiritual warfare. The enemy in the spiritual warfare is the devil.  And the battlefield is your mind and heart.

· Therefore I want to remind you that the enemy is after your mind and heart to disrupt their normal spiritual functions that are pleasing to God.  Remember, you were created for God’s pleasure and not yours!  Satan’s main goal is to mess up with your mind and heart so that you no longer love or please God but self.  In other words the enemy’s sole effort is to succeed in changing your mindset and harden your heart to become disobedient to God’s commands thereby displeasing Him by sinning against Him. His strategies have not changed since he successfully employed them on Adam and Eve; but he failed when he tried the same strategies and technique on Jesus in his temptation in the wilderness because Jesus used the truth of God to resist him with. 

· However, the devil (Satan) is an opportunist who always ambushes believers as he lurks for opportune times. It is not difficult to figure the devil’s strategies if you walk in the Spirit, by faith in God’s truth and not by sight.  Bear in mind that, even though some of the enemy’s attacks can be in the physical, the warfare itself is not physical but spiritual.

· The devil is very strategic in his attacks targeted on the minds and hearts of believers.  The principal tactic the devil employs in this spiritual warfare and his conflict with God since the beginning of times has been to deceive God’s children through their mindset, thoughts and heart desires to believe that they can realize their tremendous desire by their own ability and they live life under their own control.  For instance, the devil has successfully used and is using this deception to lure the New Age humanist movement into accepting knowledge and power as keys to making them gods and therefore they can live their life outside the control of the Almighty God.

· The devil employs three main strategies to deceive men, namely: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.  In other words, the worship of sex (lust of the flesh), greed (the lust of the eyes) and pride are the forces employed by the devil to deceive believers into sinning through disobedience thereby displeasing God and pleasing self.  In fact, the goal of the devil’s deception is to make believers (and mankind in general) materialistic and skeptics of God.  To this extend, the New Age movement has eliminated God as Creator-Sustainer from man’s believer systems.   It emphasizes channeling as the “latent powers of the mind” that is able to put one in touch with people from other ages or even with deceased relatives.  This kind of power is from demons and it is diabolic.  Be careful about the so called “out of the body experiences” commonly emphasized publicly in our generation.  Most of these out of the body experiences are diabolic and control by demons!

· Although men are made with tremendous potentials, they are not created to be autonomous.  We were made to live in a society of human beings that requires various interdependent relationships among each other and a total dependence on God.  And we all need power to handle these relationships.  This power is the Holy Spirit who comes from God.  And because power is essential for everyone and life itself, the devil our enemy always appeals to this need of power to effectively deceive men.  This is because this consummated need for power over circumstances, over people and over the future seems to be the main concern of human beings.

· Therefore, the Christian’s defense and weapons in the spiritual warfare lie in knowledge of the Truth. The Truth is the Word of God, both written (the Bible) and Living (Jesus Christ).  In this spiritual warfare if you know the truth, the truth will set you free.  Let me suggest to you also that your defense and weapons in the spiritual warfare demand that you understand that there are three orders are in constant functional contact.  First is the God realm (Deity realm – occupy by God alone).  He is the Creator and Sustainer of all things. Second is the angelic realm (a created order – Colossians 1:16).  Angels are created beings and ministering spirits.  So we can designate this order as the spiritual realm.  In this spiritual realm there are good ministering spirits (angels) and bad ministering spirits (the devil and other fallen angels, also known as demons).  The ministering spirits perform a variety of functions in the universe (which our world is a part of) to influence the mindset and emotional stability (the heart issues) of men.  The third order is the physical realm which is the realm of people and things.

· This is why Paul informed the Corinthian believers and us: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).  And so the Christians’ defense is to rely on God’s power that comes through the Holy Spirit He has given us and to take the whole armor of God for our weapons.

· Thus our text for the day begun: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10-12).

· Taking the full armor of God ensures that you are ready, fully prepared and alert to stand up against the devil in the spiritual warfare.  Thus our text continue, “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13).  The text then continue to enumerated the weapons of spiritual warfare as the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, the shield of Faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the spirit, alertness and prayers.  Are these weapons exhaustive?  Certainly not, but very sufficient for victory in Christian living and in the spiritual warfare.  The text read, “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:14-18). 

· Prayer is very important because it is the channel through which we get connect to God and draw power for living and resisting the devil in this spiritual warfare.  Prayers said not in the spirit are worthless.  So always say your prayers in the Spirit. This is why Paul concluded our text with a prayer request thus: “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should” (Ephesians 6:19-20).

· Thus there is great need for every mankind to take the full armor of God to be prepared, ready and alert to stand against the devil in this spiritual warfare.  It begins with the transforming of your heart by the renewing of the mind as you accept Jesus Christ into your heart as your personal Lord and savor.  If you are here and desire to do this, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God and put on the full armor of God as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power as you engage in the spiritual warfare, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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