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     Resisting the Devil

1 Peter 5:6-11

· Today is scholarship Day 2007 at Mt Traveler Missionary Baptist Church at Waverly, Alabama.  We want to honor all scholars from Elementary to High school and college.  It is a great day to honor their achievement during the school year.  Yet we want to stress that students do face the temptation to cheat in order to showcase high degree of excellence and high scholastic achievement.  It is our duty and responsibility to warn you and instruct that such temptation to cheat comes from the devil and you must resist him.

· The devil cannot be resisted physically in the spiritual warfare.  We have to employ the spiritual weapons God has provided for us.  We have to put on the full armor of God and utilize the weapons therein for the spiritual warfare. Paul warns: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).  And so the Christians’ defense is to rely on God’s power that comes through the Holy Spirit He has given us and to take the whole armor of God for our weapons.

· Furthermore Paul argued: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10-12).

· In the warfare that Christians are engaged in, the devil is attacking our children more and more than ever before.  Many are dropping out of school and are falling into the trap of making quick money as gangsters, thugs and thieves, drug dealers, harlots and/or pimps.  All these quick money making schemes are of the devil.  When you do not resist him, he will enslave you and then throw you into both physical and spiritual jail.  The jail may be a lifelong imprisonment with fear, especially the fear of death.  On this scholarship Day program allow me to ask you, how many of you, our young men and women in this generation have followed or are trying to follow this path of quick money making that would land you in jail?  Recently, during our prison ministry we do come across several young people in jail due to their involvement in the quick money making schemes of the devil. You have to resist that temptation so that you can be free.  Remember Jesus said you cannot serve money and God!  Also, the wisest man that ever lived, King Solomon, warned that there is a way that seems right unto man but the end thereof is the way of destruction.  Children, young adults, and adults, you must be careful of the ways you choose.  You must resist the devil. 

· You resist the devil by taking the full armor of God.  On last Sunday we enumerated the full armor of God to include - the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, the shield of Faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the spirit, alertness and prayers.  We also did say this was not an exhaustive list but it was sufficient for our defense and weapons in the spiritual warfare.

· Another weapon for us, Christians, in this spiritual warfare is humility.  This is a required weapon, especially for the younger generation.  Young men and young ladies need to humble themselves and listen to the teachings, advice and admonition of those who are older than them.  They literally need to be submissive to those who are older than them, especially in the Lord.  God dislikes pride.  God actually hates pride and the proud and opposes them.  

· Satan wants you to be very proud and to become very disrespectful to the elders by making you think you are born into the information and technology age and therefore you know better and are smarter.  This is absolutely not true but a big lie from the devil to deceive you into disobedience. Please, allow me to submit to you that there is nothing more excellent than “old good common sense and wisdom” which comes from experiences in life.  And because of this Peter wrote and warned the young generation to be submissive to those who are older and to humble themselves under God’s mighty hand because God opposes the proud and grants grace to the humble.  Why does God oppose the proud?  Because pride is an attribute of the devil, our enemy in this spiritual warfare.

· Thus our text for the day begun, “Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter5:5).  Humility is one of the powerful weapons in the spiritual warfare that Christians can employ to resist the devil.

· Thus our text continued, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time” (1 Peter5:6-7).  Without humility, it is impossible to respect others and most importantly revere God.  And when you do not revere God, circumstances can truly cause you to be anxious.  Anxiety is not good for anyone.  Anxiety actually destroys you.  When you become anxious you cannot resist the devil. No wonder Paul admonished the Christians at Philippi not to be anxious about anything, but in prayers and supplications, with thanksgiving they were to make their request known unto God.  And the peace of God will rule in their hearts and minds.  

· Peter in our text of today reaffirms Paul’s admonition.  The text reads, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:7-8).  Peter then continue his admonition in our text and concluded, “Resist him (the devil), standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 5:9-11).

· James also suggested that humility is the best way to resist the devil and when you resist by humbling yourself and repenting of your sin(s), the devil will flee from you.  Listen to James’ admonition as we conclude, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 5:7-10).

· Is there anyone here who desires to be lifted up from and out of the trap of the devil in the spiritual warfare? It begins with the transforming of your heart by the renewing of the mind as you accept Jesus Christ into your heart as your personal Lord and savor.  If you are here and desire to do this, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can resist the devil as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to resist the devil as you engage in the spiritual warfare, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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        Attacks in the Physical Realm


Luke 13:10-17

· In the spiritual warfare, our enemy, the devil can make his attacks both in the spiritual as well as in the physical realm.  Today we shall focus only on the attacks in the physical realm and on next Sunday we shall consider the attacks in the spiritual realm.  If you recall we said the physical realm is the realm of human beings and things.

· The attacks of the devil in the physical realm are therefore aimed at oppressing you for a particular time period, perhaps several years, until you are depressed and become vulnerable to his attacks in the spiritual realm.  He would either attack you directly or indirectly through your relatives or love ones that you value most.  He could attack you with poverty, appetites, hunger or illness.  Yes, some of the illnesses you face are attacks of the enemy on you physically.  Have you been sick and different tests run on you and yet the doctors cannot find anything?  That was the attack of the devil on you physically.

· Like any other war, spiritual warfare has offensive and defensive dimensions.  When you are doing attack, it is offensive and when you are attacked there is need to put on a defense.  Therefore it would seem more reasonable that whenever a believer is deeply committed to God’s purpose for his/her life with the goal to uproot evil and replace it with what is pleasing to God that the counterattacks of the devil would greater and stronger.  Let me submit to you that the more active you become in ministry, and the more effective you declare and demonstrate the glory of God by opposing and challenging the power of Satan, who is the god of this age (2 Corinthians 4:4), the more demonic opposition you would face.  Remember it is warfare.  Therefore the attacks you face on the defensive level are as result of the encounters on the offensive level.  These two processes are not mutually exclusive.

· There is clear evidence from scripture that demons are capable and have the ability to attack the body in various ways, especially with disease. For instance, the woman bound by Satan for eighteen years in today’s text (Luke 13:16); a man demon-possessed and could not talk (Matthew 9:32); Paul talking of “there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me”; etc.  Job serves as a classic example of the devil attacks on the body and I hope you recall the story when discussed earlier in the strategies of the enemy in this series of spiritual warfare.  If not I suggest you go back and read Job chapters 1 and 2.  Hence, it should be clear by now that the devil attacks on the physical realm are not limited to the time Jesus alone or to the non-Christian world.  In fact, believers as well as everyone else are not immune to the attacks of the devil in the physical realm.   However, those who have learned to use the spiritual armor and weapons are able to charge with a counterattack on the devil and come up victoriously.

· The attacks of the devil in the physical realm are not limited to diseases; he also attacks in the area of physical appetites.  That is why people are addicted to several things such as food (and sometimes are tormented with anorexia, bulimia, and gluttony); drugs (both prescribed and non-prescribed); alcohol; tobacco, etc.  In addition, there is no doubt in my heart that in these days, in our own generation, the devil and his demons are making an all-out attack on Christian workers in the area of sexual appetites.  Or how would you explain the great number of ministers that have been brought low because of their sexual orientations and appetites?  What of Church secretaries that have brought pastors down because of sexual appetites, or Pastors running away with their secretaries and leaving their wives, or pastors’ wives that have left their husbands to satisfy their sexual desires and cravings?  Be informed that sexual appetite attacks do not exclude Church members and children.  In fact immorality has filled Christian organizations because of the attacks of the devil through the sexual orientations and appetites of their individual members who all give the excuse, “you know I have become sexuality active”.  Let me submit to you that everything that God created is sexually active; what is lacking in these instances is self-control.

· Also, the devil attacks in the physical realms include attacks on physical objects that involve you.  If you doubt me ask Brother Job.  Several of his belongings perished within one day.  The devil knows he can get you when he attacks those things that are dear to you.  Sometimes it is your physical resources that the devil attacks – those things that are your idols – these might include your cars, houses, jobs, spouses, children, pets, etc.  

· But no matter the devil attacks on you in the physical realm, you need to be aware of the spiritual armor and weapons to employ against him to resist him otherwise you would be imprisoned in your circumstances, situation or conditions for a long time.  The woman in our text today was oppressed for eighteen years.  There was another woman who bled for twelve years until she employed the weapon of faith to touch the helm of Jesus garment and got healed as Jesus pronounced, “Daughter, youth faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering” (Mark 5:25-34).  

· Thus our text for the day begun, “On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all” (Luke 13:10-11).   The woman here was crippled for eighteen years because of the devil attacks in the physical realm on her with a disease.  Some of us are sick today at Mt Traveler because of the attacks of the devil on us physically.  Yet we are not aware of it.  Others are aware of it but are still suffering because we have not put on the whole armor of God.  Some of us have put on the helmet of salvation alone.  You would need the whole armor of God to be successful in this spiritual warfare on your body.  You will need faith to quench all the firing darts of the enemy.  Your faith in Jesus must hold you strong all the time so that He can deliver you from the physical attacks of the devil on you.

· Thus our text continued, “When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity."  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God” (Luke 13:12-13).  I suggest that you allow Jesus to take control of your circumstances, conditions or situations through which the devil is attacking you on the physical realm just as the woman in the story who responded to Jesus’ call and allowed Him to put His hands on her.   When you yield all to Christ, immediately He will take control of your circumstances, conditions or situations and straighten you.  And when He does that for you, you better give Him some praise and worship Him.  Also, beware that some folks around you will become indignant when they see you praising God for your deliverance.

·  As such our text continued and concluded, “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath."  The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"  When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing” (Luke 13:14-17).  When you receive your deliverance, there are some people that would be indignant to the whole process whereas there would be others who will rejoice with you for what the Lord has done for you.

· Is there anyone today, who needs to be delivered from the physical attacks of the devil – whether it is diseases, physical appetites and addictions including sexual appetites or idolatry?   It starts with putting your faith in Jesus and accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior.  
· If you are here and desire to do this, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are now suffering defeat from the physical attacks of the devil, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can be delivered from your circumstances, conditions or situations in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power by learning to take and use the whole armor of God to resist the devil in the spiritual warfare, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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       Attacks in the Spiritual Realm


Mark 9:14-29

· In the spiritual warfare, our enemy, the devil can make his attacks both in the spiritual as well as in the physical realm.  Last Sunday we focused on the attacks in the physical realm.  Today we shall discuss the devil attacks in the spiritual realm.  If you recall we said the physical realm is the realm of human beings and things.  The spiritual realm is the realm of angels and bad spirits (the devil and demons – fallen angels).

· The attacks of the devil in the spiritual realm are targeted at the mind. The imaginations of the mind are very powerful.  And the devil knows this and would always want you to imagine that you are in control of your own life and as such no one, even God, should tamper with it.  Such imagination leads to pride and rebellion.  This is why Paul would warn, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).

· Hence the first thing to understand is that the devil’s attacks in the spiritual realm are intended to make you rebellious and disobedient to God’s word and so rendering you spiritually ineffective.  It is therefore imperative for Christians to become aware of this tactics that the devil uses to disrupt our lives and make us ineffective spiritually.  One way the devil has succeeded is to move people away from a functional belief in demons and demon-caused problems in this world, to the assumption that there is always a scientific explanation for all such phenomena.  As such spirit causation of any supernatural activity, whether by evil spirits or the Holy Spirit, is often questioned.  This kind of scrutiny is often aimed at creating doubts in order to denounce the character of God so as to reject His authority in our lives.  Once God’s authority is rejected, then it becomes easier for people to rebel against God and become disobedient to His word.

· In his attacks in the spiritual realm, the devil always uses conceit to toy with your mind and deceive you as he causes you to dwell on evil imaginations.  This is why Paul warned and expressed dismay as he wrote the Corinthians, “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.  But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those "super-apostles."  I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge. We have made this perfectly clear to you in every way” (2 Corinthians 11:3-6).  I therefore quickly want to remind you that the focal point of spiritual attacks of the devil is the mind.  However, always remember that demons (fallen angels) cannot act directly upon your will; instead they can and do act upon your imaginations, thoughts, emotions and desires.  Whenever demons find a passion alive and active in people, they play upon these fantasies and so intensify the passion.  It is also possible that demons can inject fantasies and feelings, which have no ground in your character and experience, just to succeed in deceiving you to become disobedient to God.  James 1:14 (RSV) would indicate that temptations come to us when we are “lured and enticed” by our own desires.  Therefore, do not allow the devil to attack you spiritually through your fantasies, imaginations and feelings.

· Secondly, the devil can attack you spiritually based on occult connections.  Allow me to submit to you that demonic activities in Christians may be rooted in a variety of causes.  One such cause is occult connections.  Christians are not immune to demonic attacks if they have occult connections.  The following story will explain.  I read of a story about a missionary in Africa who discovered she could locate sites for new water wells by dowsing or water-witching.  Her assumption was since a good end was served, the dowsing was all right.  Suddenly, she became ill and was experiencing physical and nervous weakness which could not be diagnosed or successfully treated either on the mission field or after she returned to Canada.  Through a book she was reading, however, she learned that dowsing had occult connections.  As the story goes, to check it out, she took a rod out to place where she knew it would work.  When the rod began “pumping” to indicate the presence of water for a well, she said, “if this is a gift from God, I accept it, but if it is of Satan, I reject it”.  Immediately, the wand (rod) stood still and was no longer “pumping”.  She repented and asked God to forgive her and cleanse and heal her of its evil effects.  The physical weakness and nervous condition disappeared, and she returned to Africa with good health for further service.

· Thirdly, the attacks of the devil in the spiritual realm are based on personal sin.  Personal sin will make you vulnerable to the devils attacks in the spiritual realm.  The sin that does probably more damage than any other is unforgiveness with all its ramifications, especially the attitudes that surround it.  To choose not to forgive is to choose to allow someone other than the Lord Jesus Christ to control your life.  It is to choose to be a victim when Christ has set you free!  Paul warned in Ephesians 4:26-27, “In your anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold”.  Forgiveness is a choice you make based on the clear scriptural teaching that you are to forgive from your hearts (Matthew 6:14-15; 18:35; Ephesians 4:32) and on the logic that the bitterness of unforgiveness does much more harm than good to the person who holds the bitterness than to the person you fail or refuse to forgive.  This is because emotions go along with memory.  And the devil elects and loves to use what is bad in your memory to stir up bad emotions through which he attacks you spiritually.

· Lastly, but not the least, the devil attacks you spiritually through ancestral sin, especially with regards to worship.  Do you recall Exodus 20:4-6?  What does it say?  Listen to it.  It reads, “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments”.  This is what is commonly referred to as generational curse and generational blessings.  The remedy to generational curse is repentance and putting the full armor of God to resist the devil so that he can flee from you.

· No matter the cause of the devil’s attacks in the spiritual realm, Jesus is capable and willing to set you free.  Thus our text for the day begins, “When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them.  As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. "What are you arguing with them about?" he asked.  A man in the crowd answered, Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech.  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not” (Mark 9:14-18).  This was a clear case of demonic attacks of a young man in the spiritual realm with a physical manifestation of speechlessness, foams at the mouth, gnashes of the teeth and the body becoming rigid.  The disciples who had not been on the Mount of transfiguration with Him could not heal the boy because of lack of spiritual focus (prayers and fasting) and unbelief.

· Therefore our text continued, "O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."  So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"   "From childhood," he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."   " 'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" (Mark 9:19-24).  The point to take home here is that no matter how long the devil has oppressed you, if you trust Jesus and believe in Him, He will bring deliverance to you right now.  Unbelief is the greatest stumbling block to your deliverance.  The father of the child in this scenario said he belief but ask Jesus to help him overcome his unbelief.  You can do the same thing and Jesus will help you out.

· And so our text for the day continued and concluded, “When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit.  "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again."  The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead."  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"  He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer and fasting (Mark 9:25-29).  The devil may subject you to attacks that may leave you looking as dead, but if you allow Jesus to take you by your hand and lift you to your feet, you shall stand his attacks and come out as a victor and not a victim.  Now wonder our forefathers often sang, “… he took my feet from miry clay and placed them on a solid ground to stay… the Lord has been good to me.  Has the Lord been good to you?  Has he delivered you from the “miry clay trap” of the enemy and placed your feet on solid ground to stay?  If not, you can put you trust in Him and accept Him as your personal Lord and savior today, and He will help your unbelief and deliver you no matter your circumstances, conditions or situations.

· If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are now suffering defeat from the spiritual attacks of the devil, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can be delivered from your circumstances, conditions or situations of the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power by learning to take and use the whole armor of God to resist the devil in the spiritual warfare, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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      Victors Not Victims
 

2 King 6:8-23

· In the spiritual warfare, the devil’s attacks with the intention to make you rebellious and disobedient to God’s word and so rendering you spiritually ineffective.  Often he is good in reminding you of what you used to be and not what you are in Christ Jesus.  His intention is to portray you as a victim not a victor.  He creates self-pity in you and plays with your imaginations of what you could be.  And therefore makes you to have self-pity parties all the time.

·  Then devil would always use conceit to toy with your mind and deceive you as he causes you to dwell on evil imaginations.  Most of the times it is a matter of self-pride.  He makes you seem inadequate so that you can desire something more.  He intimidates you and makes you have wishful thinking.  He really wants you to feel you are a victim and makes you to shift blames to others for your own sins.  He creates the impression that you are being victimized by everyone and everything and there is no way out.

· But I hear a song writer saying, “God will make a way where there seems to be no way. He works in ways we cannot see; He will make a way for me.  He will be my guide, hold me to the end …”.  And Paul wrote “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.  Moreover no temptation has overtaken me that it is not common to man.  And with the temptation, God has made the way to escape.  And remember He (Christ) who is in you is greater than he (the devil) who is in the world.  Therefore you are not a victim but a victor. 

· Whenever you accept the status of a victim rather than a victor, you lose hope and begin to seek the alternatives.  If you doubt me, ask Sister Job who even encouraged her husband, Brother Job to curse God and die.  What about Mother Eve who saw that the fruit would make her to be like God and so she took it and ate?  This is why Paul warned and expressed dismay in his writing to the Corinthians saying, “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.  But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those "super-apostles."  I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge. We have made this perfectly clear to you in every way” (2 Corinthians 11:3-6).  

· Knowledge is powerful.  And knowledge of the truth is dynamite.  This is because if you know the Truth, the Truth will set you free of everything including the anxiety of being a victim of circumstances.  Certainly, warfare can make you a victim of circumstances but you don’t have to be unless you do not know on whose side you are, in that case you may feel you are a victim of circumstances.  Joshua once asked the angel of the Lord on whose side he was on before he went into the battle at Jericho.  In Joshua chapter five the story is report thus: “Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?"  "Neither," he replied, "but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, "What message does my Lord have for his servant?"  The commander of the LORD's army replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so” (Joshua 5:13-15).  Joshua was not intimidated neither did he feel like a victim when he saw the angel of God.  This was because Joshua already knew the Lord was on his side.  And when you know that the Lord is on your side you are a victor not a victim.  For, if God is for us, who can be against us?

· Elisha’s servant did not know that the Lord’s army is always with His people because he could only see the warfare in the physical realm.  He was spiritually blind and could not see the army of the Lord that encamps around those who fear Him.  Thus our text for the day begun, “Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, "I will set up my camp in such and such a place."  The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there."  So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places” (2 King 6:8-10).   Let me submit to you that there is nothing that happens to God’s people without God first revealing it to His servant(s) to warn His people.  Here we find God revealing the plans of the king of Aram to Elisha so that he can warn the Israelites.  Sometimes the enemies of God are perplexed why the people of God are not falling into their trap, not knowing that God leads and protects His people.  

·  Thus our text for the day continued, “This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, "Will you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?"  "None of us, my lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom."   "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The report came back: "He is in Dothan." Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city.  When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked.   "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them."    And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” (2 King 6:11-17).  Elisha’s servant felt like a victim of the army of the king of Aram until the Lord opened his spiritual eyes to see the spiritual army that was with Elisha and him.  It was then he knew he was a victor not a victim.  

· And so our text for the day continued and concluded, “As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, "Strike these people with blindness." So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.  Elisha told them, "This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you are looking for." And he led them to Samaria.   After they entered the city, Elisha said, "LORD, open the eyes of these men so they can see." Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria.  When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, "Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?"  "Do not kill them," he answered. "Would you kill men you have captured with your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master."  So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel's territory” (2king 6:18-23).  The take home message here is that when you know that you are a victor and not a victim, you will take good care of your enemies.  You will not return evil for evil.  You will provide what you enemy needs.  You will feed them and provide them with drink.  Once you love your enemies, they will stop raiding or attacking you.  Spiritually, this is impossible if you do not know the Lord and the full armor He has provided you to use to resist the devil so that he will flee from you.  To know the Lord, you must first accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.

· If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you are now feeling like a victim of rather than a victor over the devil, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God and be delivered from your victim’s status of the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power by learning to take and use the whole armor of God to resist the devil in the spiritual warfare, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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