Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 SPIRITUAL WARFARE

JULY 1 2007
 

 More Than Conquerors
 
Romans 8:28-39

· For sometimes now we have been discussing the spiritual warfare.  I do hope you have gleaned some knowledge concerning this subject matter.  As we conclude our sermon series on spiritual warfare, what a better way to sum it up with the focus that we are “More Than Conquerors”?  This is because those who are in Christ Jesus have overcome unbelief that limits the faith, which comes to existence through prayers and fasting.

· In the Book of Revelation, a common phrase used by the Lord Jesus Christ for those who will receive rewards is “he that overcomes or he that conquers”.  It is explicit then from spiritual warfare that it is only those Christians who overcome their circumstances, conditions or situations that shall receive some form of rewards.  The ultimate is that those who overcome will reign with Christ. 

· In the spiritual warfare, Christians who are found to be faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful in serving Him are described as “more than conquerors”.  And allow me to suggest to you, at the same time submit to you, that every Christian has all the available resources and therefore capability of overcoming the devil’s attacks in the spiritual warfare.  As such you are able to be effective in resisting the devil persuasions on your imaginations and fantasies that would cause you to be rebellious and disobedient to God’s word.  Also, let me quickly remind you that you are more than a conqueror through Christ who loved you and has won the victory for you.  Therefore you are a victor and not a victim.  

· You are a victor and hence more than a conqueror.  A conqueror wins battles but a victor wins wars.  Since we are continually engaged in spiritual warfare in the flesh, it is always wise to remind ourselves that the ultimate issue is to win the war and not just the battles that we face through the various attacks of the devil.  Actually, Jesus has already defeated the devil and given us victory over fear, sin, death and Satan.  Consequently, as a Christian you can remain a victor for the following reasons:

· He (Jesus) who is in you is greater than he (the devil) who is in the world

· You have the Holy Spirit living within you (He is the indwelling Holy Spirit and Resident Technician) that has sealed you to guarantee your inheritance.

· The angels of the Lord encamp around those who fear (revere) Him.

· You readily have the full armor of God to resist the devil so that he will flee from you 

· You are more than a conqueror because you are able to bring every thought, imagination and fantasy unto obedience to Christ Jesus and the truth of God’s word.  And when you truly know that you are a victor, then you will understand that everything works together for good to them that love God who are called according to His purpose of becoming more than conquerors.  

· Thus our text for the day begun, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30).  To be faithful in obeying God’s word and to be more than a conqueror requires that you know that everything works for the good of those who love God and the purpose for which He has called them.  God has called each of us for specific purposes.  What you are going through right now is to help you fulfill your purpose(s) for which has God called you.   God has called us to be people of destiny because He knows all about us before we were in our mothers’ womb.  For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the first born among many brothers.  Your destiny is to be a brother or sister of Christ and to develop the full character of Christ.  You do not achieve this by your own doing but by the grace of God.  This is because the people of destiny understand that those whom God has called according to His purpose are justified and glorified by Him to be more than conquerors.  

· And so our text continued with a series of rhetorical questions with some answers, “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” (Romans 8:31-35).  

· Our text then concludes with a response to the last few questions to indicate that the love of God is powerful and no one can separate us from it because in it we are more than just conquerors but victors through Christ Jesus even though at times we may be suffering or going through some rough spiritual warfare.  The text reads, “As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:36-39).  What this says to me is you are a child of destiny and you are more than a conqueror!  You are a victor!!  So do not be afraid or succumb to the attacks of the devil in your spiritual warfare!!!

· Spiritually, this is impossible if you do not know Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior so as to put on the full armor He has provided you to resist the devil that he may flee from you.  To know the Lord, you must first accept Him personally as Lord and savior.

· If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you feel like a victim of rather than a victor over the devil, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God and be delivered from your victim’s status of the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power by learning to take and use the whole armor of God to resist the devil in the spiritual warfare and be more than a conqueror, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 The Process
 


Acts 1:6-8

· Since Christians are more than conquerors, it is our duty to tell the whole world what we are in Jesus.  Therefore in the next four weeks we shall focus on the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ, which makes us more than conquerors, victors and not victims, and join heirs to reign with Him.  This process helps us multiply and builds the kingdom of God.  This process is known as evangelism.

· Evangelism is therefore the reproductive system of the Church.  Spiritual reproduction for the Church cannot occur until there is union between the Church and its members.  There is always a process for reproduction to occur!  In this process, there has to be a personal encounter first followed by God bringing everything to fruition.  As such everyone who has been united with Christ in a personal relationship is required to be productive.  We have been given a mandate to be fruitful and multiply by making disciples of all nations.  A mandate is not a choice but an obligation.  However, it is your choice to be obedient and found to be faithful and fruitful or to be disobedient and be unfaithful and unfruitful.  But please allow me to submit to you that under my pastorate, the local church at Mt Traveler has a dual purpose for its continual existence: Mt Traveler will strive to be faithful in obeying the word of God and fruitful in serving Him.  We shall accomplish this by our mission statement that we are “A Caring Church with Ministries – Changing Lives, Connecting people, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and man.

· Evangelism is therefore the process of being faithful and fruitful.  This is the heart of God’s desire for the Church; that it is to bears much fruit that would remain.

· Evangelism is the process of sharing the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results (or the increase) to God.  Paul would say, I planted and Apollos watered but it is God that gives the increase. This is because none of us can reproduce spiritual fruits by ourselves as none of us can convince, convict and convert anyone or anybody.  It is the Holy Spirit that does the work of convincing, convicting and converting people, but it is the responsibility of the Church that has union with Christ to witness.  Christians must therefore witness for Christ by sharing the good news of the transformation Jesus has done in their lives.

· Evangelism is sharing the good news with the unsaved of what God has done for you through Jesus Christ.  There is nothing more powerful in evangelism than your personal testimonies.  The man born blind said, “Once I was blind but now I can see!”  The woman at the well after her encounter with Jesus went into the city and said, “Come and see the man that told me all I ever did, He must be the Messiah!” These two examples and many more inform us that anyone who has had a personal encounter with Jesus is always transformed and becomes an instant witness for Christ concerning their transformation. Your transformed life is a witness to the world of what Christ can do for them.  But it is your duty and responsibility to tell them who transformed you or else they might ascribe glory to someone else and never allow Christ to change their lives.  Telling your own story of salvation, what God has done for you to transform you through you union with Christ in a personal relationship as your Lord and savior is what evangelism is all about!  You are a living witness then to what Christ can do – save and transform lives.

· Evangelism is therefore the process of witnessing to others concerning what Christ can do for them. As people are won to Christ through your witness, the kingdom of God will grow.  And this is why Jesus responded to His disciples’ question concerning the restoration of the kingdom by saying there is need for them to be witnesses. Thus our text states, “So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"   He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:6-8)."

· The process of evangelism starts with receiving power from the Holy Spirit.  This is because it is the Holy Spirit that uses the word of God shared with individuals to convince, convict and convert them.  Also, the Scripture states in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline (self-control or sound mind)”.  When your mind is sound, you are more than a conqueror; you are a victor and not a victim.  Therefore go and tell the world what God has done for you – That He has saved you and transformed your life by the renewing of your mind.

· The process of evangelism involves telling the gospel (good news of salvation and your “own” story) of Christ and so it must start from somewhere and with someone.  The text states that evangelism starts in your Jerusalem, then to your Judea, then to your Samaria and then finally to the ends of the earth.  What is your own Jerusalem? It is your home, your family, your relatives, your associates at work and, of course, your neighbors.  What is your Judea?  It is your community where you live – your city, county, and your state.  It could include your email list, your face book, and telephone favorite five and others on your phone list as these are the ones you communicate with very often.  What is your Samaria? It is the neighborhood you do not want to be associated with.  It is whatever or whoever you hate.  And finally what are the ends of the earth?  These are wherever and whomever you cannot reach immediately and easily. 

· Evangelism is the process and fair game created by God to reach everyone all over the world with the gospel of salvation.  It is not only a process but also a mandate that the Lord Jesus gave His followers in order to be faithful and fruitful.  The mandate given to Christians is in Matthew 28:18-20.  It reads: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.  This mandate was given after Jesus had won the victory over fear, sin, death and Satan.  It is your choice to obey the mandate or disobey it.  But as a victor and not a victim it is your responsibility to spread the good news.  Are you going to be obedient or not? You cannot be obedient unless you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and know Him as your Lord and savior.  To know the Lord, you must first accept Him personally as Lord and savior.

· If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 The Priority of Passion and Prayers 

Romans 10:1

· The process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ, which makes us more than conquerors, victors and not victims, and join heirs to reign with Him, is known as evangelism.  Evangelism helps the Christian community to multiply and so helps in building the kingdom of God.  Evangelism is therefore the reproductive system of the Church.  

· It is impossible to evangelize without passion and prayers.  The evangelist has to have passion driven by prayers before having an effective evangelism.  Therefore tarrying in prayers is a prerequisite for evangelism or becoming a witness for Christ.  You pray for yourself as well as those to be evangelized.  So both the saints and the sinners need prayers.

· If you desire to be an effective witness for Christ, you must be prayerful.  Set a pattern of effective prayers.  For without prayers you witness ineffectively.  Recall evangelism is sharing the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God.  The devil hates prayers because that is how you connect with God and draw power from Him.  On last Sunday, we said that Jesus told His disciples, you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Therefore as a Christian you must pray for power from on high and secondly you must pray for the passion to evangelize.  Evangelism is driven by the power from the Holy Spirit and the passion (love) from within you for the lost.

· You will never witness to anyone if you do not love them passionately to save them from destruction.  And we say we love our loved ones.  If so how can we allow them to perish in their sins if we truly love them passionately?  Passion is a strong craving from your heart for what you desire.  Passion for lost souls to be saved will generate compassion within you that you will witness to them.  Thus passion for lost souls is a prerequisite for evangelism.

· Prayers acknowledge that salvation is not by might or power but by the spirit of the Lord because none of us can convince, convict and convert anyone else unto salvation.  Prayer places us in the will of God to see the need to witness to the lost souls.  Once we can see as God sees the sinner, we develop a passion for their salvation, which drives us to witness to them and allow the Holy Spirit to do the work of convincing, convicting and conversion.  Thus the priority for Christians in evangelism is passion and prayer.

· Therefore allow me to submit to you that it is not the crowd in the Church that would ever witness.  The crowd will never witness because the crowd always comes to Church for personal benefits.  As always, it is the company of the committed that are witnesses. Those who are committed to prayers and learning the truth of God and His character are the ones that have the propensity to witness as the in-born passion for lost souls drives them to do so.  Generally for any commitment in live by Christians, including commitment for evangelism, the priority therefore is passion and prayer.

· Thus our text for the day states, “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved” (Romans 10:1).  Herein we see Paul’s heart desire (or Passion) and prayer for Israel is that it would be saved.  Mt Traveler members, let me ask, what is our hearts’ desire?  What is our passion?  Also, what are our prayers?  Do we care for the salvation of our kindred, people, and our nation?  Paul’s heart desire or passion and prayer to God for the Israelites are that they may be saved.  How many black folks are in the streets as harlots and pimps, on drugs or in jail?   Do you care or do you look down on them and feel good about yourself being saved?  The priority for evangelism is passion and prayers for lost souls!

· Please allow me to submit and suggest to you that not every member of Mt Traveler will commit and have passion for lost souls.  This is because some of us love to hide in the crowd and act like the crowd.  But the committed members will have passion and be prayerful for lost souls.  Their hearts’ desires and prayers would be that the lost souls of our community would be saved.   The crowd however does not have serious commitment to anything.  The crowd is made up of on-lookers who gather wherever it thinks it can derive some benefit.  The crowd always follows anyone who it thinks can provide what it wants, not necessarily what it needs.  A crowd will easily desert you when the going gets tough.  Therefore, let me ask you as a member of Mt Traveler, or a Christian in general, do you belong to the crowd or do you belong to the company of the committed whose hearts’ desires or passions and prayers are that lost souls may be saved?

· Before we close, I desire to inform you that when it comes to the serious business of salvation of the lost the Lord does not use the crowd but the disciples.  The disciples are those committed to learning from the Lord.  It is those who have a passion for the lost souls.  Disciples have a priority that encompasses passion and prayers for lost souls to be saved.  A case in point is a story found in the Gospel of Mark, the sixth Chapter.  It is okay to minister to the crowd but when it comes to sending individuals on the mission of evangelism, you better find the company of the committed who are disciples.  In Mark Chapter six, it is reported that Jesus had returned to minister in His hometown.  Recall we begin our witness for Christ in our hometown.  He was rejected even though the crowd who had gathered at the synagogue was amazed at His teachings.  The crowd thought of Him nothing more than the son of the carpenter, whose mother was Mary and brothers were James, Joseph, Judas and Simon, and whose sisters they knew living among them.  And so Jesus moved from His hometown into the country and minister from village to village.  The crowd followed Him.  However, He did not send the crowd on mission trips; rather it was the disciples that he sent.  And from verse 30 the story reads, “The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest."   So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things” (Mark 6:30-34}. 

· Here the crowd had gather to come and hear as well watch Jesus Christ minister in a remote or solitary place.  He saw them and had compassion over them because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  And so He taught them many things.  Mt Travel may be in a solitary place, in the country, in Waverly, Alabama but Jesus is ministering to us here!  The text in Mark 6 continued, “By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him.  "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat" (Mark 6:35-36).  Don’t these disciples sound like some of us?  We want the Lord to sent the crowd away and leave us to enjoy Him alone.  But Marks report continued, “But he answered, "You give them something to eat."   They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages!  Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?"  "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see."  When they found out, they said, "Five—and two fish."  Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.  So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish.  The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand” (Mark 6:37-44).  When it comes to the amount of money voted for missionary work, how many of us quickly raise questions like these disciples as to where the money would come from?  It will definitely come from you meager salaries just like the two fish and five loaves if you will you surrender it to God.  When we make commitment to tithing, Mt Traveler will have surplus for missionary work after meeting our needs.  They problem is that we are afraid to trust the Lord and won’t tithe. Jesus wants us as a Church to meet the physical needs of the lost if we ever going to reach them with the gospel.  However, when it comes to evangelism or sending people to mission, we cannot rely on the crowd.  We must send out only those who are committed disciples.

· Thus the text in Mark 6 continued, “Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.   When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land.  He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified.   Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there.  As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus.  They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed” (Mark 6:45-56).  The take home message from this story in Mark Chapter six is that Jesus took care of the crowd sends the disciples to a mission trip and He went to the mountainside to pray.  Now I want you to picture this very well in your imagination.  They crowd was dismissed to go home; Jesus was on safe on land but the disciples we out there on the troubling sea.  Do you feel desert on the troubling stormy sea when truly you are faithful in obeying God on the mission He has sent you?  And sometimes it feels like Jesus appears like a ghost to you.  Worse still sometimes it seems that you recognize who Jesus is and what He can do yet it appears like He seems to minister to everyone in the crowd and is about to pass by you.  You are on the battlefield for the Lord, being faithful in obeying the word and fruitful in serving Him, yet you are stricken by an illness, bereavement or a job loss and it appears Jesus is meeting everyone else needs with the exception of you who it appears Jesus is about to pass by.  I come by to tell you do not be discouraged because He will not pass you by.  Perhaps that is why we sometimes sing, “Pass me not, oh gentle savior. Hear my humble cry”.  The cry here is the passionate cry of prayers.   The disciples were about to perish in the stormy sea and the cried or prayed and Jesus came to they rescue.  He came into the boat and the storm died down.  I suggest that you let Jesus in your troubling boat and the storm of your life would cease so that you can go on to fulfill the mission Christ has assigned to you.  Thus the priority for evangelism is passion for the lost souls and prayers for the lost souls and yourself because you will definitely meet opposition as you try to evangelize.

· Christ will not send you out to evangelize if you are not committed to Him.  He only sends out disciples.  You become a disciple after you accept Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and savior and become committed to discipleship and not just part of the crowd. 

· Recall we said last Sunday that evangelism is the process and fair game created by God to reach everyone all over the world with the gospel of salvation.  It is not only a process but also a mandate that the Lord Jesus gave His disciples in order to be faithful and fruitful.  The mandate given to Christians is in Matthew 28:18-20.  It reads: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.  This mandate was given after Jesus had won the victory over fear, sin, death and Satan.  It is your choice to obey the mandate or disobey it.  But as a victor and not a victim it is your responsibility to spread the good news.  Are you going to be obedient or not? You cannot be obedient unless you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and know Him as your Lord and savior.  Then your priority will be to have a passion for lost souls and be prayerful.  Paul said, my heart desire and payer for the Israelites is that they may be saved.  Do you know the Lord and are you saved?

· To know the Lord, you must first accept Him personally as Lord and savior. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have passion for lost souls and are prayerful, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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  The Problem of Zeal Without Knowledge 
Romans 10:2-13

· Evangelism is the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ concerning what He has done for us, namely – He saved and transformed us. Also, that unique personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and savior makes us more than conquerors, victors and not victims, and join heirs to reign with Him.  Because of such a position, the Christian is eager to evangelize because it is through evangelism that the Christian community multiplies and builds the kingdom of God as evangelism is the reproductive system of the Church.  

· It is imperative therefore for the evangelist to have passion driven by prayers because it is impossible to evangelize without passion and prayers.  Prayers connect you with God and helps you draws power from the Holy Spirit; and then it is the Holy Spirit who provides the passion for evangelism.  I do hope that you also recalled we have said that evangelism is sharing the word of God and your own story of salvation in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God who gives the increase.  In the process of evangelism we have also said that it is the Holy Spirit who is capable of convincing, convicting and converting people and not any of us.  So both the saints and the sinners need prayers.

· Allow me to suggest to you that knowledge of the truth is dynamite in evangelism otherwise there would be problems with your zeal to evangelize if it is void of this knowledge.  And so for today our focus will be on “Evangelism – The Problem of Zeal without Knowledge”.  A passion or zeal that does not come from the Holy Spirit and according to the knowledge of the truth hinders the building of the Kingdom of God.  First there has to be knowledge of salvation and transformation that comes through personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  Passion without real intimacy with God is worthless and nothing more than emotionalism indicated with shouting or passing out during worship.  And so many Church folks think that their emotionalism is worship because they only know about God but have never been intimate with God.  This why you often hear me say to you that the best thing that ever happened to me is to fall in love with Jesus.  When you fall in with Jesus and have been impregnated by the Holy Spirit, then you will have a passion according to knowledge for evangelism otherwise you will have zeal of God without the knowledge of the Truth.  Such zeal void of the knowledge of the truth is reckless, dangerous and irresponsible and hinders the true building of God’s kingdom.  This is because you will tend to act with the crowd and not as a true disciple.  And only true disciples engage in evangelism with zeal according to knowledge because disciples are learners whereas the crowd is always out there for personal benefits or gains. 

· In our generation, several people and groups have zeal but not according to knowledge.  The Moslems have zeal of God but not according to knowledge.  Some of them are so fanatic that they kill innocent people in the name of the God who says, “You shall not kill!”  Instead of providing eternal life for sinners, they kill them or make them their enemies if they will not join their religion.

· Also, many of Church folks have zeal of God but not according to knowledge.  As such some think that when they make noise and restless movements in Church they are more sanctified and holier than others.  Some think if they are zealous in speaking in tongues in the public they are “more Christians” than others even when they are not obedient to God’s word.  Some think if they can sing all the Christians’ songs more melodiously than others, they are saved even if they do not obey the Lord.  God had to tell King Saul, “To obey is better than sacrifices”.   As such sometimes the noises and restless movements we make are not from the true knowledge of God.  They are merely emotionalisms that indicate shallowness than sanctification and hollowness than holiness.  And so it reveals how lack of true knowledge has been substituted with zeal full of noise but no substance like the old adage says, “An empty wagon makes a lot of noise” or the African proverb that says, “An empty drum or can makes the loudest noise”.  Noise without knowledge does happen in the Church, especially when the message is being delivered and individuals burst into speaking in tongues or other noises to disrupt what God is saying in the message.  This kind of behavior also did happen in the Church in Corinth where everyone wanted to all prophesy at the same time and Paul had to warn, “Let everything be done decently and in order”.  Some of the zeal that occurs in Churches is void of knowledge and is an attempt by people to create or establish their own righteousness so as not to submit to God’s righteousness.

· The Seventh Day Adventists believe everyone else is unlawful and unrighteous for worshipping on Sunday rather than on the Sabbath.  The Law actual says remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy and not that you must worship on the Sabbath Day.  Again, this is another case in point whereby people have zeal but not according to knowledge.  For what gain will you have if you worship on the Sabbath Day and yet on Sunday or other days you live in sin?  Or what will it profit if you to worship on the Sabbath Day and yet you do not have an intimate relationship with God?  The key is that you have to know the truth first.  For when you know the Truth, the truth shall set you free!  Your intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus as your Lord and savior, with the indwelling Holy Spirit in you grants you the true passion that is according to knowledge that will help you to be effective in sharing your own story of salvation and transformation with the whole world.

· The Jehovah’s Witnesses also have zeal but not according to the knowledge of the Truth.  They say that Jesus is not Deity because of their ignorance of God’s righteousness and so they try to establish their own righteousness through the Book of Mormon written by Joseph Smith, which they say it is an additional revelation to the Bible.  As such they believe the Book of Mormon is superior to the Bible and you would hear them referring to themselves as the “Church of Jesus Christ of the Later Day Saints”.  And they forget that a saint is a sinner saved by grace and not by works.  For you have been saved by grace through faith.

· Paul, the writer of our text for the day, in his earlier life had zeal of God but not according to knowledge.  He, therefore, clearly understood that there is a problem with zeal void of the knowledge of the Truth.  It hinders evangelism and the building of God’s kingdom.  He too persecuted the Church until he had an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus, where he had received permission to persecute the Christians and hinder the growth of the Church. Paul recognized how much many Israelites were ignorant as he was and had a zeal of God without knowledge of the Truth. Thus Paul writes in our text for today: Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.  For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.  Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.  Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.   Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them."  But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (That is, to bring Christ down) "Or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" (That is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:2-13).   

· To be an effective evangelist and contribute to building the kingdom of God you must know the Truth.  Then you can tell your own story to the whole world that Jesus saved and transformed you.  This will serve as a powerful witness that Jesus can save any sinner.  This will also make the world seek the savior.  This is because the truth says that there is no any other righteousness than the one that Jesus has wrought for the sinner.  The righteousness of the sinner is therefore through faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ.  There are no questions about the salvation of anyone who believes and accepts Christ into their heart and confess with his mouth that Jesus is Lord.  In such a case, there is no discrimination and no difference between Jews and Gentiles, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.   Once you are saved and have the Holy Spirit of Christ in you, you will have zeal according to knowledge as His faithful disciple and you will be a true witness for Him to build His kingdom.  The question that I have for you today is: Are you saved?  Without being saved you cannot have the true zeal to witness according to knowledge. 

· To know the Lord, you must first accept Him personally as Lord and savior as you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because your zeal is not there or is void of knowledge, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have a zeal that is according to knowledge, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 EVANGELISM

JULY 29 2007


  The “A” Factor 


Isaiah 6:1-8

· Evangelism is mandate given to all disciples of Jesus Christ and it is the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ concerning how He saved and transformed us. This unique personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and savior makes Christians more than conquerors, victors and not victims, and join heirs to reign with Him.  

· Therefore the evangelist must have passion that is driven by prayers as prayers connect you with God and helps you draw power from the Holy Spirit who provides the passion for evangelism.  It is the Holy Spirit that also leads Christians to all truth granting them the knowledge of the truth such that the zeal for evangelism is according to true knowledge.  The evangelist then shares through the power of the Holy Spirit about his unique relationship with Jesus Christ especially how He saved and transformed him and then leaves the results to God who gives the increase.  For in the process of evangelism it is the Holy Spirit, and not any of us, who convinces; convicts and converts the sinner.  

· Obedience determines who is truly a disciple.  For it the disciple that would have a zeal according to knowledge to evangelize the world.  Even when your heart’s desire and prayers is that sinners be saved, not every sinner will be saved.  Why?  This is because people need to hear the word of truth for them to acquire faith unto salvation.  For it is by grace through faith that we are saved.

· Paul in Romans 10 stated, “For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"  But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?"  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:13-17)

· Certainly, no one believes and is saved unless he has heard the word of God and then believes it in his heart and confesses it with his mouth.  The saints who have a passion of disciples have received the word of God in faith.  It is the word of God that steers up faith into action.  It is the hearing of the message of God that builds faith in us to answer the call for evangelism.  Isaiah did not answer the call until he was saved.  He was saved when he was in the spirit and repented.  Then he heard God’s voice asking, whom shall we sent and who will go for us.  And Isaiah answer, “Here I am, send me”.  The practice of evangelism begins with hearing the word of God.  Obedience to the call of God into ministering through evangelism is the fulfillment of the practice of our faith.  And God gives us messages through His servants whose feet are beautiful as the spread the good news.  When you hear the message, it will be wise to answer like Isaiah did, “Here I am, send me”.

· Isaiah, however, did not hear the voice of God calling for whom He will send until he (Isaiah) was in true worship in spirit and in truth.  The vision of Isaiah in chapter 6 is a calling to the practice of our faith.

· Thus our text for the day begins “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another:   "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."   At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke” (Isaiah 6:1-4).  Now what is the significance of King Uzziah’s death to Isaiah’s call into the ministry?  Sometimes God may have to take the life of some important person in our life before we can hear His call clearly!  Especially if such a person has had a negative influence in our worship pattern.  Sometime we cannot see God clearly for who He is because some important personality is in our way.  So God usually move them out of the way so that we can see God for ourselves and truly worship Him in spirit and in truth.  The awe of God is what sends us into the worship mode.  And in the worship mode, we become alert to the spirit and are apt to hearing God clearly.  If God is going to use Mt Traveler members for the work of evangelism, He may have to move those who appear to us like King Uzziah with much negative influence over us.  The text says, in the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on the throne.  I tell you the truth no one who sees God on the throne ever remains the same and refuses the call of God to be sent by Him to evangelize.  The practice of your faith starts with the worship of God in spirit and in truth and it culminates with you telling the whole world of how He saved and transformed you!

· How did God transform Isaiah before sending him?  He had to cleanse him from his sin by touching his mouth to purify his speech, taking away his guilt and atoning for his sin.  For in true worship you will definitely realize how sinful you are and that your lips are unclean to be used by God because you dwell among people of unclean lips.  Thus our text continued, “"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."” (Isaiah 6:5-7).

· You see, unless the Lord has transformed you, you cannot hear His voice clearly.  And I want to submit to you that the Lord still speaks as clearly as you are willing to listen.  You are willing to listen when you humble yourself in the true spirit of worship.  Isaiah saw the Lord on His throne and he worshipped.  As he worshipped he realized his state of unrighteousness and sinfulness as well as where he was dwelling.  Isaiah cried for mercy saying, “Woe to me. I am ruined!”   For I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell among a people of unclean lips.  In other words Isaiah confessed his sin and repented of it.  Then the text concluded, “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"      And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"” (Isaiah 6:8).  Mt Traveler’s members have you truly repented and can hear the plea of the Lord saying whom shall I send? And who will go for us?  What is your response?  Isaiah’s response and my response is “Here I am, send me”.  When God sends you and you are obedient to His mandate to make disciples of all nations, you will be practicing your faith and God will be with you always to the very end of the age.

· This is impossible without you knowing Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  To know the Lord, you must first accept Him personally as Lord and savior as you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because your lips have become unclean because you dwell among people of unclean lips, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have been cleansed and your guilt has be removed, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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