Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 2, 2007

A Time of Giving

Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 2:11-12
· What is Christmas?  As elementary as this question sounds the answer is fundamental to understanding the Christian faith and why and how we ought to celebrate Christmas.  The “Religious Holidays and Calendars” - An Encyclopaedic Handbook, 1993 defines Christmas as the day on which Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. The Roman Catholic Church designates it as a day of holy obligation on which members of the Church must attend services.

· Originally, the birth of Jesus was commemorated in the East on the Feast of Epiphany (January 6) but by 354, the Christmas Feast had taken hold in the West and was observed on December 25.  However in my mind, I doubt that December 25 is the birthday of Jesus Christ because it would have been too cold for shepherds to be watching their flocks in the fields by night. Nonetheless, since the fifth century, most Eastern Orthodox Churches have celebrated the Nativity on December 25; while some Eastern congregations, called "Old Calendarists," still use the Julian calendar and honor the birth of Christ thirteen days later, on January 7. The Armenian Church continues to celebrate "Old Christmas" on January 6.  As with many traditions surrounding Christmas, the selection of December 25 as a commemoration of Jesus' birthday may be an example of the blending of Christian ideas and the pagan traditions they replaced. December 25 was the date of the Mithric observance of the "Birthday of the Invincible Sun." This also coincided with Saturnalia and the Winter solstice during the period when Mithraism was practiced in Rome. 

· The first mention of December 25 as the birth date of Jesus occurred in A.D. 336 in an early Roman calendar. Pagan (unchristian) festivals at that time probably influenced the celebration of this day as Jesus' birthday. The ancient Romans held year-end celebrations to honor Saturn, their harvest god; and Mithras, the god of light.  As part of all these celebrations, the people prepared special foods, decorated their homes with greenery, and joined in singing and gift giving. These customs gradually became part of the Christmas celebration.  Since the day was already being kept as a holiday, Christians may have adjusted the symbolism of the day, declaring it the birthday of their "Invincible Son." According to events in the Gospel of Matthew, the date of Jesus' birth may actually have taken place much earlier in the year.

· Also, Christmas is celebrated on December 25 in accordance to the Jewish tradition of celebrating the Feast of Dedication, when the Jews restored worship in Jerusalem.  On December 25, 165 B.C. the temple in Jerusalem was dedicated for worship of God through the valiant efforts and victories of Judas Maccabeus over the Seleucid. The revolution had started with his father, Mattathias, a priest at the small town of Modein, who rebelled against Antiochus attempts to force the Jews to worship the god Zeus which he had erected.  And so the Feast of Dedication has always been associated with worship. 

· The word "Christmas" means "the mass of Christ," and originated in the 11th century as a name for this feast. It was one of the most popular and universally celebrated holidays in Europe during the Middle Ages. During the Reformation, however, the celebration of Christmas began to decline in importance as Reformers engaged in complex doctrinal arguments in an attempt to prove the celebration of Christmas was unscriptural.

· In some countries, the Protestant reforms brought about a ban of Christmas celebrations.  By the time of the Restoration in 1660, however, the celebration of Christmas as a much more secular holiday was revived in these countries.  Here in the United States, Christmas remained outlawed in New England until the mid-nineteenth century, and in Boston classes were held in the public schools on Christmas Day until 1870, with pupils who missed school that day being punished or dismissed. The mass immigration of Irish Catholics to New England brought about the reinstitution of Christmas celebrations.

· If December 25 has been accepted as the day to commemorate and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, why then do we give each other gifts instead of Christ?  Shouldn’t the celebrant of a birthday receive the gifts?  Whose birthday is Christmas? What are gifts and why do we gift them?  A gift is a present, contribution, souvenir, reward, bequest (inheritance), award, donation, endowment or grant.  Therefore it will be appropriate and right to gift presents to Christ and not each other at Christmas.  

· How then did we start exchanging gifts to each other?  Gift giving is one of the oldest customs associated with Christmas and it is actually older than the holiday itself. When the date of Christmas was set to fall in December, it was done at least in part to compete with ancient pagan festivals that occurred about the same time. The Romans, for example, celebrated the Saturnalia on December 17.  It was a winter feast of merrymaking and gift exchanging.  And two weeks later, on the Roman New Year--January 1, houses were decorated with greenery and lights, and gifts were given to children and the poor. As the Germanic tribes of Europe accepted Christianity and began to celebrate Christmas, they also gave gifts. This is how we started giving gifts to each other.

· However, even before we started giving each other gifts God had in His plans to give us the greatest gift at Christmas.  Prior to that first Christmas God had promised to give us His one and only Son through whom mankind would be redeemed.  And He fulfilled that promised on that first Christmas when Christ was born.  Thus our text for the day began with Isaiah’s prophecy that read, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.   He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).  This greatest gift of God is His Son given to mankind and born by the Virgin Mary.  This Son of God given to us is Jesus Christ.  His coming was to re-establish God’s Kingdom that the first Adam had lost due to His sinful behaviors through disobedience.  His coming ushers a governance and peace that will have no end.  He rules this eternal kingdom with justice and righteousness.  To accept Jesus as personal Lord and savior is to accept eternal life and kingdom with its justice and righteousness.

· Thus our text for the day continue in the gospel of John as: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Here we see that you cannot love without giving.  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son.  You gift because you love.  Another purpose that you give gifts is because you are concerned about the future of the person you are giving the gifts.  God gave His only Son, Jesus Christ so that anyone who receives the gift will not perish but have eternal life.  Eternal life is the destiny for anyone who accepts this greatest gift God gave the world on that first Christmas day!  And if God gave such a great gift, what gifts are we Christians offering to the one who came that we might have eternal life?

· Therefore our text for the day in the gospel of Matthew saying, “On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route” (Matthew 2:11-12).  Allow me to submit to you that when you truly see Jesus at this Christmas season with your spiritual eyes, you would bow down and worship Him.  And no worship is without giving gifts to the one that is being worshipped.  The Magi saw Jesus and they bowed down and worship Him and gave Him gifts that were significant in representing Who Christ is.  In their worship, they gave Him gold, incense and myrrh to signify that He is king, priest and the sacrificial Lamb of God to die for the sins of the world.  These were the first gifts that He received after being born.  In your worship today at this Christmas season what gift(s) are you bringing to the Lord Jesus?  He has already died to pay for your sins.  He is now King of Kings and High Priest of the order of Melchizedek.  Let me suggest the best gift you can bring to Him – it is you!  If you can accept Him into your life and make Him your Lord and savior, it would be the best gift from you to Him.

· Therefore, if desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior to be saved and have eternal life, peace, justice and righteousness, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer devoted in worshipping Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and worship with your giving even at this Christmas season, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 9, 2007
A Time To Reflect On The Savior’s Birth 
Matthew 1:18-25
· On last Sunday, we defined Christmas as the day on which Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  Christmas is the time we commemorate when God incarnated to be born of a Virgin woman as man.  It is the time that God expressed His love to the world by given us His, one and only, Son to redeem the world.  It is therefore imperative for us to reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

· The reflection on the Savior’s birth is very important especially in this generation where there are continuous attempts to annihilate the thought and the Name of God at Christmas.  Whereas the Savior’s birth is very significant in resonating that it was the time that God became man to be with us and redeem the world from sinful behaviors and ungodliness, and to re-establish His kingdom that had been lost by the first Adam.  In fact, if you would recall, the Name that was to be given to the Savior at birth was Immanuel – meaning “God with us”.  Therefore in times like these when the Name of God is being ridiculed, secluded and opposed from being mentioned and there is a paradigm shift or drift to emphasize other things than the Name of God at Christmas, Christians must remember it is the time to reflect on the Savior’s birth.

· In reflecting on the Savior’s birth, Christians must consider the events and the conduct of the individuals plus the circumstances that surrounded His birth.  This will help us in our celebrations of Christmas to conduct ourselves appropriately and cease from indulging in sinful behaviors and all things that do not reflect the attributes and attitude of God. 

· A reflection at Christmas also entails revisiting the Christmas story with a focus on the outcome of our behaviors to ensure that the kingdom of peace, righteousness and justice that Jesus Christ wrought at that first Christmas for us remains with us.  This is possible when we abide in Him through absolute obedience to His Word.  Then our lifestyles and behaviors would reflect His attitude and the attributes of the kingdom He came to re-establish.  We cannot afford to continue to indulge in doing and saying everything the world does and say at Christmas or else we shall surely miss our blessings.

· Therefore if we as Christians have accepted December 25 as the day to commemorate and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ to replace the pagan festivities celebrated on that day we must be careful to ensure that our behaviors and celebrations center around Christ and are distinct from the pagan festivities.  We must remain conscious of the differences between pagan holiday activities or festivities and Christian Christmas celebrations since both have been intertwined in our generation.  As Christians you must emphasize peace, righteousness and justice that come along with the joy of salvation and cease from indulging in ungodly behaviors and sinful acts.   You as a Christian must keep yourself pure if you expect to enjoy God’s blessings at this Christmas.  The focus must return to the joy, peace and goodwill that Jesus brought to the world at that first Christmas to make the angels sing, “Joy to the world that Lord is come, let earth receive her King.  Let every heart prepare Him room and heaven and nature sing!” 

· Please allow me to submit to you that Mary and Joseph were blessed to be the earthly parents of the Lord Jesus Christ whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas because she was a virgin and he was a righteous man.  Thus the Christmas story in our text for the day reads, “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us."  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus” (Matthew 1:18-25).  

· As we reflect on this Christmas story, there are four things I desire you to note:  

· First, Mary and Joseph were already engaged yet they were not indulging in sexual intimacy.  The text clearly states that Mary was a virgin and Joseph was a righteous man. How many engaged couples in this our generation can fit this description of Mary and Joseph?  

· Secondly, the child conceived in Mary was not by Joseph but by the Holy Spirit.  The text says Mary was engaged to Joseph but before they came together (or got involved sexually), she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Joseph a righteous man was perplexed by the whole situation and was contemplating dumping Mary.  However, the angel of the Lord intervened through a dream that Joseph had.  In the dream Joseph was instructed not to dump Mary but to take her home as his wife because what was conceived in her was from the Holy Spirit.  

· Thirdly, note that the Name of the son to born was given to Joseph by the angel.  The text states that Mary will give birth to a son and Joseph is to “give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins”. Names are very important because they define who you are.  Therefore parents: be careful in how you name your children.  Do not give them names because they just sound good or unique.   The other name that the savior had is Immanuel – meaning God with us.  And being with us, His other names are, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6) – Implying He gives us great counsel for wise decision; He is our protector; e are never orphans once in Him; and He gives us the peace which passes all understanding.  So Jesus came for these main reasons: to save us from our sins and to be with us.   In your Christmas celebration are cognizant that Jesus desires to be your savior and would you allow Him to be with you? 

· Fourthly, it is worth noting that Joseph was truly righteous because he was absolutely obedient to God’s word.  The text concluded by saying Joseph took Mary as his wife as instructed by the angel.  Most impressively, he had no union with Mary until she gave birth to Jesus.  Also, he was obedient in giving Him the Name Jesus as instructed by the angel.  Joseph absolutely obeyed the word of God.

· As we conclude this worship experience, my challenge to you is to reflect on this Christmas story.  Are you walking upright with the Lord?  If you are married are you faithful to your spouse?  If you are not married are you still a virgin or can you be described as a righteous man?   Today, you have heard the word of God; are you going to be absolutely obedient to it as Joseph and Mary did?  Lastly if you are not right with God why not accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior, who is the reason for Christmas celebrations, and be saved?  

· Therefore, if you desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior, why don’t you come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer devoted in worshipping Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and worship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 16, 2007
    
      A Time To Worship


Matthew 3:1-12
· Christmas is the time when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ that begins with worship.  Inherent in Christmas celebrations is the act of worship.  Worship is usually authentic and personal yet it could be private or public as well as with individuals focusing their worship on different objects or persons.  Albeit, Christian worship is God’s revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ and men’s response to such a revelation.  Christian worship is a twofold action: “that of God to the human soul in Jesus Christ” and that of man’s response through Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the centerpiece or connector between God and man in Christian worship.  Therefore the core of worship is God acting to give life to man and to bring man to partake of that life through Jesus Christ.  God is therefore the initiator and facilitator of worship.  So allow me to suggest to you that when God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, He was initiating and facilitating worship through Jesus Christ.  As such Christmas is a time to worship.  Hence all that we do as individuals and corporately as a church is affected by how genuine our worship is.

· Bearing in mind that Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the connector and facilitator between God and man in worship, Christmas ought to be a time to worship.  In essence God made worship possible for man by giving His one and only Son, Jesus Christ.  This gift of God in His Son, Jesus Christ, evokes man devotion to true worship.  In fact, it is the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives that evokes true worship.  This why Jesus said in John 4:23-24, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth”.

· In the text for the day, worship is mentioned three times.  The first two times worship is mentioned in connection with individuals desiring to worship.  Whereas the third time worship was mention in connection with the true act of worship.  The Magi had a genuine intention to worship Jesus Christ at that very first Christmas after God had revealed to them who Jesus really was, the king of the Jews.  On the other hand, King Herod out of jealous had a false intension to worship Jesus Christ because he truly desired in his heart to get rid of the Christ-child, whom he considered his rival as king of the Jews.   Therefore, Mt Traveler, allow me to ask you some fundamental questions concerning your Christmas celebrations:  What is your primary motive?  Is it to genuinely worship God for giving you Jesus Christ or do you have some ulterior motives to satisfy the lusts of your flesh?  Allow me therefore to suggest to you that if Jesus Christ is truly the King of your lives you would worship in spirit and in truth otherwise it would be impossible for you to do so because you would jealously hate Him just like king Herod did.  

· Thus the text for the day began, “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him” (Matthew 2:1-2).  The magi came to worship because God had revealed Jesus Christ to them.  Why do you come for worship?  Has Jesus Christ been revealed to you as the connector you and God in your worship?   Christmas serves as the time of revealing God through Jesus Christ to the world.  As such Christmas is a time for genuine worship by genuine Christians.  But do not be fooled, not all worship at Christmas is genuine. 

· As such our text continued, “When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel’.  Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him’” (Matthew 2:3-7).   Do you often get troubled together with those around you like Herod did when you hear the news about Christmas and worship?  Do you send people to inquire about this Christian worship at Christmas in pretence that you desire to worship Jesus but deep within you have other ulterior motives to fulfill your lusts just like king Herod?  Let me suggest to you that it is impossible to worship Jesus if you have not made Him the king of your life.   However, true worshippers will worship in spirit and in truth.  And wise men still seek Jesus today to accept Him as Lord and savior to genuinely worship God.

· Thus the text for the day concludes, “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route” (Matthew 2:8-12).   Today’s text ends with a warning to true worshippers.  When you are seeking Jesus to worship Him, listen to everyone including those who suggest that they also desire to worship Him but in actuality are pretenders.  And when you do find Jesus as revealed to you by God through His word, worship Him in spirit and in truth with your special unique gifts but do not return to those pretenders you met on your way to finding Christ.   Why?  Because pretenders have ulterior motive for the downfall of Jesus Christ. 

· As we conclude this worship experience, my challenge to you is that Christmas is a time to worship.  But it is impossible to genuinely worship unless you have accepted Jesus Christ as your King, Lord and personal savior.    

· Therefore, if you desire to accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior, we invite you to come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer devoted in worshipping Him because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and worship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 23, 2007
          A Time For Changing History

Luke 2:1-14
· We have already stated that Christmas is the time when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and that the act of worship is inherent in Christmas celebrations.  This is because Christian worship is God revealing Himself in Jesus Christ and men responding to this revelation.  In fact the core of Christian worship has Jesus Christ as the centerpiece or connector between God and man.  Therefore the arrival of Jesus on earth at that first Christmas enables man to genuinely worship God.  

· Aside from Christmas reminding us of genuine worship, the arrival of Christ on earth marked the time when there was a change in the history and destiny of individuals, nations and the whole world.  Not only did the Jewish history changed, but that of the entire world.  For instance, our current dating system is in reference to that first Christmas when Jesus Christ arrived on the scene in this world.  Some of the Jews resisted and opposed Jesus Christ and His ministry.  Albeit as many as accepted Him and His ministry had their history and destiny changed.  Therefore, Mt Traveler members and friends allow me to submit to you that as many of you who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and savior have changed your history and destiny.  This is why John affirms in John 1:12-13, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God”.  This imply that as many who receive Him, to them have been given the right to become the children of God to partake in inheriting His kingdom.  This kingdom is eternal (without an end) and one with peace, justice and righteous.  This also implies that the destiny of all those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior is eternal life with Him in glory.

· Thus since that first Christmas until now and forever, Jesus Christ has been changing for the better the course of history and the destiny of individuals, nations and the entire world.  Every time when there is a divine intervention to change the destiny of individuals, a people, or the world, the course of history is always changed.  One of such times of divine intervention to change the history and destiny of individuals, nations and the world was when Christ was born at that first Christmas.  His coming at that first Christmas made the fulfillment of prophecy possible.  This is significant as it serves as an evidence of change for people to believe that God is faithful to His promises.  The fulfillment of prophecy always evokes faith in God, although not everyone will always accept the good news.  Thus Paul correctly asserted when he wrote the Christians at Rome: “But not all the Israelites accepted the good news.  For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:16-17)

· But please allow me to suggest to you that it is because Jesus Christ came at that first Christmas that the lives of people, nations and the world can be changed for the better.  Christmas therefore is a time of changing the history and destiny of people.  You have the opportunity to change your personal history and destiny this Christmas if you have not done so already.

· In the text for the day, we read of the first census that ever occurred in the entire Roman world subsequent to a decree issued by Caesar Augustus that enhanced the fulfillment of the prophecy for Jesus Christ to be born in Bethlehem.  This is changing history in the highest order!   Thus the text for the day began, “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria).  And everyone went to his own town to register.  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:1-7).  These are documented historical facts.  But please note that the history and destiny of Joseph and Mary were changed by the arrival of the Christ-child at that first Christmas.

· Also, upon hearing the good news of the Savior’s birth at that first Christmas from the Angel, the history and destiny of the Shepherds were changed from fear to curiosity and then to an excitement in sharing the good news!  As such our text continued, “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger’” (Luke 2:8-12).  The news of the savior’s birth is good news not to the shepherds alone but to the whole world.  But please note that it was the diligent shepherds that heard the good news of the One to change their destiny and history.  You need to be watchful and diligent as the shepherds for you to recognize that it is only Jesus Christ, who we commemorate His birthday at Christmas, that can transform your history and destiny.  Christmas therefore is a time to receive good news – that Jesus has come to change our history and destiny. 

·  The good news is that Jesus came to earth to change the history and destiny of the world.  The world would know peace once it accepts the Prince of peace, Jesus Christ who came as God’s favor to all mankind.  The company of the heavenly host and the angel attested to this fact in the praise they gave to God.  Thus our text concluded, “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests’” (Luke 2:13-14).  Therefore Christmas is a time for changing history. 

·  As we conclude this worship experience, my challenge to you is that Christmas is a time to change your personal history and destiny.  However, only those who accept Jesus Christ as King, Lord and personal savior will change their history and destiny for the better.    

· Therefore, if you desire to change your history and destiny by accepting Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior, we invite you to come now?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but somehow strayed away and you are no longer enjoying God’s peace and favor because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace, favor and worship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 30, 2007
 A Time For Celebration

Luke 2:8-20; Galatians 4:1-7
· As we conclude our sermon series on Christmas and come to the end of another year, I want to suggest to you that Christmas is a time to celebrate.  You see, when good and wonderful things happen to us, it is time to celebrate.  We celebrate when we get a promotion on the job, complete a course of study, pass an examination, or may be an engagement, or a birth of a child!  At times it is a wedding anniversary, other anniversaries or birthdays.  And the list goes on.  We call for celebrations when victories are won over some struggles or warfares, as well when we survive a storm, freed from any kind of bondage or when we receive a coronation from any kind of success.  Many college football teams are celebrating successful seasons with Bowl Games’ victories!  We at Mt Traveler ought to be celebrating another successful year.  It has been a great year to us as God had promised us.  Yes, we have had our ups and down, some defeats and some victories, some pains, headache and heartaches but also some peace, joy and love to be celebrated.

· But let me submit to you that there is no time for celebration more elated than Christmas.  And today we shall attempt to provide you with reasons as to why Christmas is time for the best celebration.  First allow me to remind you that Christmas is the time when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  Inherent in this celebration is the act of worship as Christian worship is God revealing Himself in Jesus Christ and men responding to this revelation.  It is a love relationship!  And as we have already explained, the core of Christian worship has Jesus Christ as the centerpiece or connector between God and man.  Therefore the arrival of Jesus on earth at that first Christmas enables man to genuinely worship God.

· Christmas is a time for celebration because it is a time for good news – when a special Child was born.  This special Child is called Jesus for He was born to save His people from their sins.  His name is also Immanuel – meaning “God with us!”  He was born King and Priest but also One to die once for all to redeem man and re-establish the kingdom of God.  The Magi brought Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh – that signify that He was born King, Priest and One who was to die!

· Christmas is a time for celebration because it is the time Christians celebrate the birth of the heir of God who is Prince of Peace; the priest after the order of Milchezedek and savior of the world who was born to die once for all to save His people from their sins.  He then provides freedom from sin and enables adoption into the family of God for all mankind that would receive Him and become a joint heir with Him.  Thus the angel and the heavenly hosts rejoiced at His birth because it was time that God brought peace to earth and His favor rested on man.  This should call for a great celebration because power, fame and fortune cannot bring or even buy the peace that God gives.  This peace passes all understanding.  Christmas indeed is a time for celebrations!

· Therefore, Mt Traveler members and friends allow me to submit to you that Christmas was never meant to be a time to be afraid.  However, in our generation many people are afraid of the Christmas season.  For some people their fears have to do with how much they must spend in their attempt to please others with the gifts they offer.  For others they are afraid they may get converted with the entire hula bulla of Christians about Christmas and that may stop them from having fun and “enjoying life” because they would have to submit their lordship to Jesus.  Whatever your fears, let me assure you that Jesus did not come to terrify you but to give you life more abundant.  This calls for celebration because to have peace that passes all understanding, favor with God, enjoy life and have life more abundant is good news. 

· Thus our text for the day began, “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told” (Luke 2:8-20).  The angel assured the shepherd not to be afraid because Christmas is the time of good news.  The good news is that Christ, the Messiah, the Lord had been born and He has brought along with Him peace and goodwill (favor) to all mankind on earth!  When the shepherds verified the good news from the angel, they became instant evangelist, amazing all who heard them (Luke 2:17).  Mary the mother of Jesus also celebrated by treasuring every event of the first Christmas in her heart.  While the Shepherds celebrated by glorifying and praising God for all things they had heard and seen as told them by the angel.

· Paul then gives us reasons why Christmas is the time for celebration in his epistle to the Galatians.  Thus our text for the day continued from Galatians, “What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir” (Galatians 4:1-7).

· Here Paul affirms that Christmas is the time for celebration because it made it possible for mankind to become heirs of the kingdom of God.  But as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave/servant even though he owns the whole estate.  This is the same predicament that we have found ourselves for when we are children, we are still in slavery under the basic principle of this world.  We are still slave to sin that’s why we sin when we are awake, we sin when we are at various vocations and we sin when we go to sleep.  We are slave to sin until freed by Jesus the Christ.

· But thank God for the record in Galatians 4:4-5 which says at the fullness of time (when the time was fully ripe), God sent His son, born of a woman under the law to redeem those under the law that we may receive the adoption and the right to become sons.  Our adoption into the family of God is a choice we make.  Christmas made this possible and therefore Christmas is a time for celebrating our adoption into the family of God.  Another reason to celebrate Christmas is that Christ’s coming redeemed us from sin and God placed the spirit of His son in our hearts.  This is the Holy Spirit (the Permanent Resident technician) who enables us to cry out to God, “Abba, Father!” and if God is now our Father, then we are no longer slaves to sin but children of God and join heirs with Christ to inherit the kingdom of God!  This calls for a celebration!!  This is what Christmas is all about.  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!!  Hallelujah!!!  This implies that we ought to walk in our victory as children of God and heirs of the kingdom in this New Year 2008 that is fast approaching. 

· So, as we conclude this worship experience and message, the challenge I offer to you at the dusk of this year (2007) and the dawning of the year 2008 is: are you still a slave to sin or have you been freed and become a join heir with Christ?  Be assured that you cannot be a join heir with Christ unless you have been adopted into the family of God and the Holy Spirit has been placed into your heart as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior. 

· Therefore, if you are here and desire to become a heir of God’s everlasting kingdom, we invite you to come now and accept Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and are saved, but  do not know the joy of celebrating Christmas because of the effects of your sinful behaviors, we invite you to be reconciled to God.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, peace, favor and worship together with the joy of celebrating Christmas, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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