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 EVANGELISM

AUGUST 5, 2007


  The “A” Factor 


John 3:16-18

· Evangelism is not a choice but the duty of Christians.  It is the mandate given to every believer of Jesus Christ. Evangelism is the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ concerning how He saved and transformed us. This unique personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and savior makes Christians more than conquerors, victors and not victims, and join heirs to reign with Him eternally.

· Since evangelism is a mandate, Christians need to know how to fulfill it.  There are several ways to fulfill this mandate.  One of the methods used by Christians to keep sharp when witnessing is the A-factor.  The A-factor is a process of witnessing that involves using key words that begin with the letter A.  There are five key words and these are Answer, Assurance, Authority, Acceptance and Alternative.  These key words have to be used in the sequence listed for your witnessing to be effective.  We shall explain the A-factor of evangelism today.

· The Answer:

· Christ is the ANSWER to the world’s sin problem.  Sinning comes natural to mankind.  You don’t have to teach anyone how to sin. What is sin? Sin is rebellion and/or disobedience to God’s word and commands.  It comes natural to mankind.  Everyone sins before he is saved and will sin after he is saved.  So what is the answer to this sin problem? John 3:16 begin by stating that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. Therefore Jesus Christ is the answer to this depraved nature of man.  The Scriptures say, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  So sin does not really disqualify anyone from God’s grace, no matter how sinful or wicked he had been.  1John 2:2 states, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world”.  This implies He is the one who turns aside God's wrath, taking away our sins, and not only ours but also the sins of the whole world.  The King James Version would say He is the propitiation for our sin, implying He is the agreed sacrifice for our sins.  It is His sacrificial death that pays the price of sin and presents one pure or righteous before God.  To have the Answer to your sin problem you need to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior into your heart.

· The Assurance

· The whole mankind needs assurance of salvation from a sin sick world.  John 3:16 state that anyone who believes in Jesus will not perish but have eternal life.  And 1John 5:11-12 assures those who have Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior that they have eternal life.  It states that “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life”.  Further our text for the day, John 3:17 reads, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him”.  The love of God is our assurance.  Having Jesus as Lord and savior is an assurance for eternal life because He who has the Son has eternal life that God has freely given to us through Him.  And yes our assurance is in Jesus through whom God has sent not to condemn the world but save the world through Him. Finally the assurance of salvation comes through believe in the heart and confession with the mouth that Jesus is Lord. Romans 10:9 states. “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved”.  Thus the mouth confirms what the heart believes.  In Acts 8:37 the discussion between Philip, the evangelist and the Ethiopian eunuch concluded, Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." The eunuch answered, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God" providing the assurance of salvation if you believe in you heart and confess with that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and your Lord and savior. 

· The Authority

· The authority to become a child God and be saved is through faith or belief in Jesus Christ whom God has sent not to condemn the world but that it would be saved through Him (John 3:17).  This is further clearly stated in John 1:12 “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right (authority or power) to become children of God”.  Once you have the authority to become a child of God, you also have the authority or right to be saved and have eternal life.  Not only do you have the authority or power to become a child of God but also you have the power or authority to tell your story of this unique relationship that you have with Jesus Christ concerning how He saved you and transformed you.  Acts 1:8 say, “But you will receive power (authority or right) when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”.

· The Acceptance

· It is not enough to know the Answer, the Assurance and the Authority of salvation from sin; you need to accept it to be saved.  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).  This is a quote that Paul drew from Joel 2:32, “And whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered”.  What are you going to be saved or delivered from? Of course, you will be saved or delivered from the problem of sin.   These verses indicate the universality of salvation to whosoever believes.  There is no discrimination in God sight regarding salvation but definitely man has a choice to accept salvation or reject it. 

· The Alternative

· This addresses the issue of choice.  God does not compel or force anyone to choose salvation.  Salvation has been offered free of charge through God’s love.  It is by grace through faith that you are saved but you have to make the choice to be saved.  The choice is between accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and rejecting Him.  These are the two alternatives that define access to eternal life in Heaven or eternal condemnation in Hell.  The alternatives are that God desires you not to perish but have eternal life.  Our text for the day concludes, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son” (John 3:18).  You have a choice to make.  What are you going to choose?  Accepting Jesus as the Answer to your sin problem or rejecting Him?

· I challenge you today to know the Lord as you choose to accept Him personally as Lord and savior by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord so that you are saved. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because you have not been delivered from sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have made a choice and have believed in you heart and confessed with you mouth that Jesus is Lord and you are saved, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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  The John’s Path 

John 1:12

· The John’s Path of Evangelism consists of a set of Scriptures from the Book of John that you use for witnessing to unbelievers in order to win souls.  Soul winning or evangelism is not a choice but the duty of Christians.  It is the mandate given to every believer of Jesus Christ and it is the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ concerning how He saved and transformed us. The John’s Path leads us through the various scriptures from the Gospel of John explaining in detail the methodology and the means of winning sinners to Christ.

· Every Christian needs to learn them very well to be an effective soul winner.  Once you learn these scriptures, you gain confidence in witnessing.  There are many other scriptures that believers can use for witnessing but these have been proven very effective.  Thus the dynamics of John’s Path is a systematic effort to reach loss souls.  In fact it is the most effective way of reaching and evangelizing the lost and the backsliders.  There is a sense and feeling of confidence in the John’s Path because Christians know that many souls have come to Christ after hearing it.  John’s Path is effective because it seems to answer every perceivable question that sinners may ask concerning salvation. The John’s Path of evangelisms explains how a unique relationship is established between God and sinful mankind through Jesus Christ for salvation. The John’s Path consists of the following scriptures: 

· John 1:12

· “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right (authority or power) to become children of God”.  God does not discriminate and so everyone who accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and savior and His finished work on Calvary receives the grace of God, the gift of eternal life.  No one is ever turned away who desires to receive Jesus Christ as His Lord and savior rather such a one is given the power (authority or right) to become a child of God.  Also, the power receive to become a child of God is the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 2:1-5 read, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved”.  It is a great privilege to enter and enjoy the grace of God and become His child.  But you must personally receive Jesus as you Lord and savior and the Holy Spirit will become the Permanent Resident Technician indwelling you and fixing all the sin problems in you to develop the Christ-like character in you.

· John 3:6-7

· “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again'”.   There is a big difference between natural birth and spiritual birth.  Natural birth is through the flesh while spiritual birth is by the spirit.  Here Jesus makes the distinction between the two and emphasizes that for one to see or enter the Kingdom of God such a person must be born again (John 3:3,5).  The natural birth will not qualify you for the kingdom of God; what will is the spiritual birth.  Physical births manifest physical bodies and are characterized by natural abilities and behaviors whereas spiritual births are spiritual and marked by behavioral change to spiritual tendencies because of the transformation that takes place in a saved individual.  Natural behaviors have sinful tendencies that displease God and please self, whereas spiritual behaviors are righteous and please God.   Thus physical births are what define the old nature that controls one before the spiritual birth.  This is why John describes those born again through the spirit as “children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:13).  The old nature is never subject to the law of order and righteousness.  But once you are born again, the Holy Spirit indwells you and endues you with power that can suppress the old nature as you submit to the new nature that is of the spirit (Romans 8:1-5; James 4:7). 

· John 3:16

· “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”.  This is the most quoted verse throughout the whole world.  It is a verse with profound truth that saves and transforms lives when it is accepted.  In fact because of God’s great love, it is not His will that any should perish but that all should come to the knowledge of the Truth and be saved (2 Peter 3:9).  And so because of His love for man, God gave His Son Jesus Christ as a perfect sacrifice, pure and without blemish to Himself on behalf of mankind thereby paying the expensive price of sin.  So He delivered His only Son to be hanged on the tree (1Peter 2:4) to redeem man unto Himself.    And when Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross, He blotted out the sins of man (Colossians 2:14-15).  Therefore if you are born again, you must also give yourselves as a sacrificial offering to the cause of the gospel (Romans 12:1) and tell your story of how Christ has saved and transformed you.  Also, you ought to love the brethren to give your life for them because Christ loved you and gave His life for you (1John 3:16). 

· John 3:18

· “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son”.  This verse addresses the issue of choice.  What is John saying here? It is certain that God does not compel or force anyone to choose salvation.  Salvation has been offered free of charge through God’s love.  It is by grace through faith that you are saved but you have to make the choice to be saved.  Whosoever believes is not condemned.  This implies that no sin can be laid to the charge of the person who confesses and repents of his sin, and receives Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior.  In fact, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).  However, anyone who rejects Jesus is condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son the only means to receive salvation (Hebrews 6:4-6).  Thus the choice for you is between accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and rejecting Him.  These are the two alternatives that define access to eternal life in Heaven or eternal condemnation in Hell.  The alternatives are that God desires you not to perish but have eternal life.  You have a choice to make.  What are you going to choose?  Will you accept Jesus as Lord and savior and be saved or will you reject Him and be condemned?

· I challenge you today to accept Jesus as Lord and savior by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord so that you are saved. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  Then you can use the John’s path to witness and tell your story of how God has saved and transformed you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because you have not been delivered from sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have made a choice and have believed in you heart and confessed with you mouth that Jesus is Lord and you are saved, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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  The Romans’ Road 

Romans 3:23; 6:23

· The Romans’ Road of Evangelism takes us through a set of Scriptures from the Book of Romans that are used for witnessing to unbelievers in order to win them to Christ and be saved.  Soul winning or evangelism is not a choice but a mandate given to every believer of Jesus Christ and it is the process of telling others about our unique relationship with Jesus Christ concerning how He saved and transformed us. The Romans’ Road leads us through the various scriptures from the Book of Romans that explain in detail the methodology and the means of winning sinners to Christ.  It emphasizes the fact that all men have sinned, there are consequences for sin and there is choice to escape the penalty of sin and be saved.

· Every Christian needs to learn this set of verses from the Book of Romans very well to be an effective soul winner.  Once you learn these scriptures, you gain confidence in witnessing.  The Romans’ Road consists of the following scriptures: 

· Romans 3:23

· “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.  Paul’s argument in this verse is that it is vital and critically important to disregard any thought that man in his depraved condition can obtain righteousness apart from faith in Jesus Christ.  He further substantiated his argument in Romans 5:1 that man is only justified by faith and so has peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ   Isaiah had earlier on in his time made a similar but profound argument when he stated that “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6a) before God.   As such all humankind stand condemn unless justified by God Himself.  Therefore spiritual justification is the legal act of God that declares a sinner righteous.   It is impossible to be declared righteous and have peace with God until one accepts the grace of God through faith.  Hence it is imperative to make it clear to unbelievers as you share your story concerning your unique relationship with Jesus Christ and how He saved and transformed you that the grace gift of salvation is independent of their abilities to justify themselves.  For we are saved by grace through faith.  Therefore the grace gift of salvation takes the spotlight off man and illuminates the person of Jesus Christ as the only authoritative means of salvation and having peace with God.

· Romans 5:8

· “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”.  This verse explains the process through which man can be justified.  It literally means that when human beings were helpless in sin Christ when to Calvary to pay the price for their sin. Therefore you do not have to clean up your acts before you come to God.   Just come to Him as you are and Jesus Christ death on the cross will cover your penalty and justify you.  Then the Holy Spirit of God will continue to cleanse you from all unrighteousness as you repent and confess your sin.  So as you witness you must refute the idea that sinners have – to get their lives together before surrendering to the Lord and/or joining the Church.   It is impossible for the sinner under any circumstances to become morally, spiritually or ceremonially good enough so as to use his carnal resume to obtain salvation.  Salvation is the free gift of God through Jesus Christ and this grace is accepted by faith.

· Romans 6:23

· “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.   It very important to realize that sin has repercussions.  In this very case the penalty of sin is spelled out as death.  However, the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  This implies that the consequence of continually remaining in a willful state of sin without repenting results in eternal separation from God, which is the second death.  In Ephesians 2, Paul explained some of the consequences when he wrote, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3).  The solution to the wrath of God and eternal separation from Him is to belief in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus Christ is your Lord and savior and you shall be saved.   Any conscious decision to reject God and turn away from Him ultimately results in being rejected by God and becoming a reprobate (Hebrews 6:5-6).  A reprobate is one of degenerated or depraved mind who does not understand the ways of God. But twelve words will determine whether you spent eternity with or without God. These twelve words are “Jesus, I am a sinner.  Come into my life and save me”. 

· Romans 10:9

· “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”.  This verse is best used in witnessing when an unbeliever is contemplating a decision for Christ.  Leading a soul to make a decision for Christ is the prime goal of the evangelist.  As you share the gospel with a sinner, you allow the Holy Spirit to do the work of convincing, convicting and converting the lost soul.  Once you sense that the lost is ready to make a decision, use this verse to help facilitate his commitment to Christ.  Ensure that the lost soul understands that he/she have to make a conscious decision to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  The best way to do this is in the form of a prayer of confession and repentance of sin, and professing Christ as Lord and savior.  Be careful not to pull or push anyone into false salvation by over-exaggerated and vain promises.  Always step back and allow the lost soul make a cognizant and conscious decision and then pray with them.   If they confess with their mouths and believe in their heart that Jesus is Lord, pronounce them saved.  Then instruct them to unite with a Bible based teaching Church to further receive nourishments as new born children of God. Ask the individual to inform the pastor that he is a new convert and desires to come as a candidate for baptism.  The pastor in turn will confirm the genuineness of conversion and baptize the individual to unite with the local body of Christ. 

· Romans 10:13

· “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”.  This verse clearly reveals that Jesus Christ is the way for salvation and at the same time addresses the fact that you must call on His name in faith to be saved.  In John 14:6 Jesus declared, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).  It is therefore imperative to make a choice of the right way to be saved.  Salvation has been offered free of charge through God’s love.  It is by grace through faith that you are saved but you have to make the choice to be saved.  Whosoever believes is not condemned however anyone who rejects Jesus is condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son, the only means to receive salvation (Hebrews 6:4-6).  Thus you have a choice to make.  What are you going to choose?  Will you accept Jesus as Lord and savior and be saved or will you reject Him and be condemned? You cannot be discriminated against, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

· I urge you today to accept Jesus as Lord and savior by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord so that you are saved. If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  Then you can also use the Romans Road to witness and tell your story of how God has saved and transformed you.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away and you cannot therefore effectively witness for Him because you have not been delivered from sin, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with God so that you can become a powerful witness.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love and power to continue to be a witness for Him because you have made a choice and have believed in you heart and confessed with you mouth that Jesus is Lord and you are saved, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

AUGUST 26, 2007 – No Sermon Synopsis – Pastor Datiri travel to Nigeria to celebrate his father’s home going!
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