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 CHRIST’S POSSIBLE LETTER TO MT TRAVELER

APRIL 1 2007
John’s Vision of God and the Lamb

Revelation 4:1-11

· Unlike Revelation chapters 2 and 3 that focused on the conditions of the seven churches located in western Asia Minor on earth, chapters 4 and 5 focus on a heavenly scene which describes John’s vision of God on the throne and the Lamb of God as they are worshipped.  Who is the Lamb of God? It is Jesus as can recall what John the Baptist said of Him: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”.  How appropriately is this discussion on the Lamb of God with Easter celebration coming next week!  Christians celebrate Easter because Jesus’ death and resurrection have provided us with victory over fear, sin and death; and given us hope and eternal life.

· The book of Revelation is full of evocative poetic symbolism.  Until now, the symbols used in Revelation have been pretty straight forward and their meaning relatively easier to understand because the symbols were dealing with physical earthly things that we know.  However, from Revelation Chapter 4, the symbols become more difficult and complex to interpret as the symbols are dealing with things in heaven.  Nonetheless, using a disciplined imagination, one can follow the author’s meaning of these symbols with certainty to some degree. 

· John begins Chapter 4: After this I looked and there, before me was a door standing opened in heaven.  And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet (see Rev. 1:10) said, “come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this”.   This door to heaven did not only open for John to have a glimpse of heaven but it remained opened for him to give us a clear and close description of it.  He used human language and earthly symbols or features though in his description to us.  This is because our finite human minds cannot wholly understand and expressively describe the infinite and eternal.  However, it is possible as John gives us the secret for a finite mind to understand and expressively describe the infinite - one has to be in the Spirit!  For God is Spirit, therefore those who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and truth.  John was in the Spirit when he described to us his first vision of the heavenly Christ in Revelation chapter one and now again in chapters four and five he is in the spirit again as he describes to us the heavenly scene in his other vision.  The trumpet-like voice in this second heavenly vision gave John the sense that he was in the Spirit. 

· A trumpet has a distinct sharp sound and in Hebrew history it was often used to summon men to prepare for war or worship.  So as soon as John heard the trumpet-like voice corresponding to the one he heard in Revelation 1:10 that reads, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet”, he was able to respond to the invitation, “come up here” and to describe what he saw after passing the door which opened to him into heaven.

· Therefore, allow me to submit unto you that there is no way that you can understand the things of God unless you have tuned your eyes and eyes to the spiritual.  As long as you remain in the flesh, you can never hear what the spirit is saying to the Churches.  Also, there is no way that you can see the things that God is revealing to you unless you are in the spirit.

· When John was in the Spirit (Rev. 4:2), he was able to see the throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.  Now, do you recall our discussions of the seven Churches in Asia Minor?  What was one of the promises made to those who overcome their special circumstances?  They would sit with Christ in His throne, just as He overcame and He is sitting with His Father in His throne (Rev. 3:21).  The throne denotes the sit of government.  It is the place where the king or ruler (or President) sits.  God reigns over the nations from His Holy throne in heaven (Isaiah 6:1-5, Ezekiel 1:26-28).  The person who Ezekiel and Isaiah saw in the visions was so awesome that it caused both of them to enter into a worship mode.  Unless you are in the spiritual realm, you can never worship God appropriately.  John in Revelation 4:2 gazed on the Majestic spectacle of a throne and of the Lord God Almighty seated on the throne because he (John) was in the spirit.  In fact, the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible punctuates the sentence with an exclamation mark to suggest that John experienced something profound.  As John attempts to describe his vision, the finite languages of the earth are inadequate and incapable of defining the infinite realities he saw.  Hence John used earthly analogies and symbols but with the understanding that the heavenly realities by far surpass the earthly symbols.

· In Verse 3, John says the one who sits on the throne “looks like jasper and carnelian” (or Sardine stone).  These are two precious or semi-precious stones.   Here, John was probably referring to translucent jasper since there are many kinds.  Revelation 21:11 indicate that translucent jasper is crystal clear, and when it is polished it sparkles and flashes with luminous splendor.  This is a beautiful and poetic way to draw attention to the holiness and glory of God.  John continued to describe God looking like carnelian (sardine stone).  This gemstone is usually a deep reddish color, however, when held in the hand it seems as though fire is smoldering inside it.  This suggests that in addition to God’s righteousness or holiness and glory, John wants us to know that God burns with wrath towards sin.

· John also noticed a rainbow that “looks like emerald around the throne”.  For the Jews, the rainbow is the sign of the covenant of God’s mercy.  If you recall, in Genesis God promised Noah after the flood that though humankind might again fall into grievous sin, “never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth”.  As a covenant of His mercy, God declared “I have set a bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the covenant” (Genesis 9:11,13).  And so John says he saw a rainbow arching over and around the throne of God he is suggesting that God is merciful in all He does.  The color of the rainbow was described as emerald green.  Green is soothing like meadows and distant forests, suggesting that after exposure to the brilliance of God’s holiness and the heat of God’s wrath against sin, John is comforted by the assurance of divine mercy that overarches all God’s deeds.  This is the beauty of evocative poetic symbolism.  Some parts of John’s vision and the evocative poetic symbolisms that he used are not precisely clear to any man.

· For instance in verse 4, John said that around the throne were “twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads”.  One is tempted to ask, who are these 24 elders?  In 1 Chronicles 23:3-5 David assigned 24,000 Levites to do the work in the house of the Lord.  Then in 1Chronicles 24:3-5, of the priests there were 24 “chief men”, sixteen from Eleazar and eight from Ithamar.  Perhaps this is a picture of how heaven is organized.  Alternately, these 24 elders may represent the 12 patriarchs of the Old Testament and the 12 apostles of the New Testament symbolizing the union of the two covenants of the people of God.  Their thrones and white garments suggest that they are kingly priests, while their crowns represent the idea of reigning.

· “Flashes of lightening and rumblings and peals of thunder” that issue from the throne enhance the awesomeness of the vision.  This is similar to the visible and audible manifestation of God’s presence on Mt Sinai prior to the giving of the law to Moses (Exodus 19:16).  In Hebrew poetry, the thunderstorm suggests God’s presence and majesty.  John then added, there are seven blazing lamps – these are the seven spirits of God – Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Might, Knowledge, Godliness and the Fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:2).

· In verse 6, John said that “before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal” probably alluding to Exodus 24:10 when the God of Israel had once seemed to stand on “something like a pavement of sapphire stone”.  This stresses the magnificence of the throne and the distance still remaining between John and the throne.  It is truly a picture of immense distance and serenity.

· John then described the four living creatures on each side of the throne that may literally have a background derived from the first Chapter of the Book of Ezekiel.  They represent the Cherubim, though John supplies some of the features of the Seraphim from Isaiah’s vision of God in the temple (Isaiah 6:2).  The Cherubim appears to be God’s strong agents, representing power over the entire created world.  The four creatures have the appearance of a lion, an ox, a human being and a flying eagle.  These symbolize, respectively, what is noblest, strongest, wisest and swiftest.  These four figures correspond to the descriptions of Jesus Christ in the four gospels.  In Matthews, Christ has the attribute of a lion – the lion of the tribe of Judah describing the kingly ancestry of the Messiah with Royal power.  Mark has the attribute of the ox to Christ – designating strength and servant hood.   Luke has the attribute of spiritual man for Christ with tender humanity – “The Christ child”.  Whereas John has the attribute of Christ as an eagle descended from heaven and returned to it with swiftness and yet omnipresent.  Further, John describes the four living creatures as “full of eyes in front and behind” (Rev. 4:6) and each has six wings “full of eyes all around and inside” (Rev. 4:8).  This suggests unsleeping watchfulness, as the four living creatures perceive everything in every direction.  No wonder Christ knows our special circumstances, conditions and situations because He watches over us!

· The function of the four living creatures, who are mentioned 14 times in the Book of Revelation appears to be that of Choirmasters leading all the public worship in Heaven, constantly praising God enthroned in majesty.  Revelation 4:8 says, “Day and night they never stop saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, is and is to come!””  And Revelation 4:9-11 add, “Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."” 

· Here in Revelation 4 we see that God is worshipped because:

· He is Holy, Almighty and Merciful, although He burns with wrath toward sin

· He sits on the throne and reigns forever

· He is omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient

· He is the creator and all His creatures worship Him

· He is powerful and have the sevenfold spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, Godliness and the fear of the Lord

· He is the noblest, strongest, wisest and swiftest

· He is just awesome and indescribable 

· We also saw that it is impossible to worship, or even hear, see or perceive God unless we are in the spirit.  The question is how do Mt Traveler Missionary Baptist Church members come to worship God?  In spirit and truth or in the flesh?  In the spirit you would understand that humility is a prerequisite requirement for worship because you are nothing in comparison to God.

· Why is Holy, Holy, Holy mentioned three times?  Three is the number of totality just as seven is the number of perfection or completion.  Holy for God the Father, Holy for God the Son and Holy for God the (Holy) Spirit indicating the totality of the Godhead who is to be given glory, honor and power.  Yes, God is worthy of true worship in spirit and in truth!

· Before we close our worship experience, we want to invite you to become a true worshipper.  This is possible when you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And as you become more intimate with Him, you will be a true worshipper and not a hypocrite.  If you desire to know Him personally by accepting as Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  If you know Him but have wandered away from the faith we also invite you to return now.  Finally, if you are new in the area or have been looking for a Church home where you can truly worship God we invite you to consider Mt Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For we are a Church with a mission that involves caring, changing lives, connecting people and creating friendship and favor with God and man.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Why Should We Worship the Lamb

Revelation 5:1-14

· Today we conclude the ten sermon series from the first five chapters of Revelation.  The account of John’s vision of the heavenly scene concerning God on the throne and the Lamb of God is given in Revelation chapters four and five.  In chapter four we described God on the throne and the worship experience in heaven on last Sunday.  Today, we continue with the heavenly vision when John’s attention was drawn to a scroll held in the right hand of the one seated upon the throne.  This scroll had writings on both sides yet it was sealed with seven seals! (Revelation 5:1).

· The scroll is the book of eternal decrees of God.  The fact that there are seven seals indicates its contents are completely hidden so that “no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or look into it” (Revelation 5:3).  In verse two a mighty angel had proclaimed with a loud voice “who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”  

· Moses in Deuteronomy understood slightly how these seals are to be broken when he recorded, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and our children forever, that we may follow all the words of His law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).  And now in Revelation, John had a revelation concerning the scroll with the seven seals and no one was found worthy to open it.  In fact no one in heaven or earth or under the earth was worthy.

· This caused John to begin weeping bitterly because no one could be found worthy to open the scroll.  In other words no one is found able to carry out God’s plan for human history.  Then one of the elders said to John, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed (conquered) so he is able to open the scroll and the seven seals (Revelation 5:5).

· The events that followed were altogether unexpected to John.  He looked to see the lion, the king of the beasts and instead he sees a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain standing in the center of the throne and encircled by the four living creatures and the elders (Revelation 5:6)!  He looked to see power and force, by which the enemies of his faith would be destroyed; but sees sacrificial love and gentleness as the way to win victory.  The might or strength of Christ is the power of love that can never be destroyed.  Most Jews had been expecting a Messiah who would break the yoke of the Roman imperial power and liberate the Jewish people and nation.  The expressions “Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Genesis 49:9) and “Root of Jesse/David” (Isaiah 11:1,10) were recognized as scriptural references pointing to the coming Messiah.

· The fundamental transformation of the Messianic expectation became obvious on that first Palm Sunday when Jesus presented Himself as God’s Messiah.  He rode into Jerusalem not on a warhorse, equipped with all armor as kings did, but on a donkey, a symbol of peace and humility.  Instead of a ferocious lion that hurts others, the Messiah is a sacrificial lamb that takes into himself the hurts of others.  Accordingly, Isaiah rightly pointed the Christian understanding of the mission of Jesus when he declared in Isaiah 53:5, “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him and with his stripes we are healed”.

· Maybe we can now appreciate something of the quite staggering effect of this transformation of these images.  Here the Lamb who alone in all the universe is able to understand the hidden decrees of God, and who alone is able to put them into effect, came and “took the scroll from the right hand of the One (God) who was seated on the throne” (Revelation 5:7).  One should not ask the question, how can a four-hoofed creature take a scroll and open it seals?  Here the evocative poetic symbolism of the author is heightened still further when the Lamb is described as having seven horns and seven eyes.  This, of course, should never be taken literally.  Rather, the seven horns mean that Christ has complete power and the seven eyes mean that He sees and knows everything.  The scriptures declared that when Christ arose from the dead, all powers and authority were given unto Him.  On this resurrection we ought to realize all power and authority are in His hands and He is worthy of our worship.

· Also, we should recall the fact that He knows everything, including our special circumstances, conditions and situations as we saw in the opening statement of each of Revelation chapters 2 and 3 as well as the fact that He (Christ) had penetrating gaze with eyes like a flame of fire (Revelation 1:14, 2:18, 19:12).  In opening the scroll, the Lamb is about to disclose its contents.  In short, Jesus does not change the divine plan; He unfolds or reveals its eternal and unchangeable nature by His obedience, even unto death on the cross.

· No wonder there was praise and worship in heaven accompanied by incense and harps.  The twenty-four elders and four living creatures fell down before the Lamb and “offered golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of saints” (Revelation 5:8).  Here John hints us concerning the participation of the Church’s worship on earth with that of the Church in heaven.  This same idea appears also near the end of the Apostle’s Creed, when Christians confess that they believe “in the communion of saints”.  This communion of saints is not just the fellowship we enjoy with each other people during a service of worship, but it includes also the idea that John expresses here – that is – the unity of worship of the Church militant on earth with that of the Church triumphant in heaven.  The prayers of believers here on earth are mingled with the worship of angels and archangels and all the host of heaven, in adoration of God and the Lamb.

· Why is the Lamb to be adored and worshipped?  In words that recollected the praise offered to God for having created all things (Revelation 4:11), now a new song is sung: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).  Here there is a hint that just as the Passover Lamb’s blood protected the firstborn of Israelites from the plaque of death in Egypt so too “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) will protect the faithful from the wrath to come. 

· Suddenly, the power of the scene and the song is picked up by innumerable hosts of angels numbering “thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times” (Revelation 5:11) – approximately 100 billion angels. (And note that as of 2007, the world population is estimated at approximately 6.6 billions and the estimate for the Year 2050 is approximately 10 billions!)  Together with the living creatures and elders they all sang with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise”.  The angels repeated three of the elders’ terms of praise: glory, honor and power but then added wealth, wisdom, might (strength) and praise (blessings) (Revelation 5:12-13).  The seven terms symbolize the fullness of praise in worship.

· Then the worship expanded in Revelation 5:13 to cover every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that are in them sang: “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb be praise, and honor, and glory, and power, forever and ever!”  Thus with a thrilling crescendo, the climax and great finale are reached!  Not only, did the four living creatures, the elders and the angels unite, but also all creation joins in adoration and praise to God and the Lamb.  The chapter concludes with the great resounding “Amen!” by the four living creatures as the elders fell down and worshipped.

· Why do we worship the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world today?  Christians worship Jesus (the Lamb of God) because:

· He died to pay the price of our sin

· He rose up from the dead to grant us power and victory over fear, sin, death and Satan

· He provided salvation free of charge (although an expensive venture by shedding his blood)

· He loves us

· He is preparing a mansion for us so He can take us someday to be with Him and reign eternally with Him

· He also has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve God!

·   To Him belong power, wealth, wisdom, strength (might), honor, glory and praise (blessings).  And let God’s people say Amen! Amen!! Amen!!! 

· On this resurrection morning, we wish you a happy Easter.  And we shall not conclude our worship experience without inviting you to know this Jesus we are celebrating and commemorating His resurrection today. This is possible for you to know Him when you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And as you become more intimate with Him, you will be a true worshipper and not a hypocrite.  
· If you desire to know Him personally by accepting as Lord and savior we invite you to come now.  If you know Him but have wandered away from the faith we also invite you to return now.  Finally, if you are new in the area or have been looking for a Church home where you can truly worship God we invite you to consider Mt Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For we are a Church with a mission that involves caring, changing lives, connecting people and creating friendship and favor with God and man.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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APRIL 22 2007
  
 
 Not Physical

Ephesians 6:10-12

· In the first sermon of this series on last Sunday we stated emphatically that spiritual warfare is real just as God is real and heaven is real.  However, let me submit to you today that spiritual warfare is not physical.  

· The attacks may be physical but the warfare is not physical – it is spiritual.  As such Paul admonished the Corinthians: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).

· Last Sunday, we also said that spiritual warfare begins whenever there is any attempt to erode an evil system of demonic activities and replace them with a good system of godliness through the Holy Spirit.  Or why do you think some persons’ actions are very diabolical?  For instance the case of the student at Virginia Tech who gun down several students and faculty, killing 32 persons and then killing himself on Monday, April 16, 2007.  In modern society we dismiss the gravity of such actions and mildly say persons of such behavior have psychiatric or psychological problems.  But certainly some of it diabolical.  The spiritual realm is far bigger than the physical.  Moreover the spiritual realm has more influence over the physical.  As such our warfare is not physical and we cannot use physical weapons.  We must use spiritual weapons in this warfare.

· Also, we must certainly know our enemy before we can use the right weapons.  The enemy is not physical so we cannot use physical weapons such as guns, swords, or bows and arrows. 

· The battlefield is not a physical venue but rather spiritual – in the mind and the heart. Thus spiritual warfare begins whenever you say yes to Jesus Christ and as He comes to indwell your heart and rule over your mind.  Your heart is the seat of emotions while your mind is the seat of intellect.  This is why the devil wants residence in your heart to influence your emotions and your mind to influence your intellect.  As such some of the physical activities we observed, like the killings we witness this past Monday in Virginia Tech, are controlled by demons.  Thus the actions were diabolic.

· The decisions you make everyday are influence by who has taken permanent residence in your heart, whether the devil or the Holy Spirit.  If the devil has taken permanent residence in your heart, you would be possessed by his demons, and your actions will be demonic.  However, if Jesus has taken permanent residence in your heart by the Holy Spirit, evil will be uprooted and replaced with righteousness and your actions will be godly and righteous.

· Does this now explain why some people act strange and weird?  It is because the devil and his demons are exerting their influence on them and as such their actions are diabolic.  It is ludicrous to even imagine that any one will act diabolic under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  Demonic possession is real.   Unless Jesus sets you feel, and He takes permanent residence in your heart, you will be wild and act weird, absurd and diabolic.

·  The demonic world is real and far outweighs the physical world.  It has its kingdom and its rulers who can only be overcome by the Holy Spirit of God.  Therefore spiritual warfare is not physical and you cannot fight the demonic world physically. You must wage this spiritual war in the power of the Holy Spirit using spiritual weapons.

· Thus our text reads, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10-12).

· Jesus Christ came and restored the kingdom of God, controlled by the Holy Spirit and recognized by righteousness.  Christians are responsible for building this kingdom that Christ has restored.  Since this is not a physical affair, it requires engaging in a warfare that is not physical but spiritual.  And we said last Sunday that this warfare is an attempt to uproot evil and replace it with righteousness.  In most cases, the battlefield for this spiritual warfare is the mind (seat of intellect) and the heart (seat of emotions).  It usually begins with a thought or an imagination that, if entertained, builds up into a strong emotional force, which is positive or negative, righteous or evil, good or bad.  It is positive, righteous and good under the influence of the Holy Spirit but negative, bad, uncontrollable and evil or diabolic under the influence of the devil and his demons.

· This is the reason why you should be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  You have to put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tricks and schemes of the devil because the warfare is not physical but spiritual.  Listen, we are not wrestling or struggling against flesh and blood in this warfare but against the rulers, the authorities, and the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

· Thus there is great need for you to be transformed by the renewing of you mind as you accept Jesus Christ in your heart.  If you desire to be transformed and initiated into the kingdom of God, now you have the opportunity to confess and repent of your sin, and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with Him to continue the kingdom building as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship and kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

 SPIRITUAL WARFARE

APRIL 29 2007
  
 Who Is The Enemy?

James 4:1-12

· We have already established that spiritual warfare is real just as God is real and heaven is real.  We have also informed you that spiritual warfare is not physical even though the attacks may sometimes be physical it is spiritual.  The battlefield is not a physical venue but rather spiritual – in the mind and the heart. Thus spiritual warfare begins whenever you say yes to Jesus Christ and as He comes to indwell your heart and rule over your mind.

· So the spiritual warfare begins whenever there is any attempt to erode an evil system of demonic activities and replace them with a good system of godliness through the Holy Spirit.  And we said the dimensions and influences of the spiritual realm are much more than the physical.  If spiritual warfare is in the spiritual realm and not physical, it implies we cannot touch or see our enemy physically.  This makes this warfare very tough, dangerous and difficult if we attempt to fight the enemy physically.  Some one may be asking, who is this enemy?  What are his/her strategies? Are the enemy’s attacks in physical or spiritual realm?   These are some of the questions we shall attempt to address on this subject of spiritual warfare.  However, our focus today is: who is the enemy?

· Therefore let me ask you, who is this spiritual enemy? Is the enemy human or physical?  I am your spiritual enemy?  The real deal is that you are not my enemy and I am not your enemy.  How then do you develop physical enemies?  How many of you think you have physical enemies?  If you do, what did Jesus instruct all His followers? You may not have enemies but they are some that consider you an enemy?  Or why do you think some persons’ actions towards you are very diabolical?  Jesus instruction is that you love such persons and pray for those who persecute you.  Listen to what Jesus taught in Matthew 5:43-48, “You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”.  What is Jesus saying to us here?  He is simply saying as a child of God you should have any physical enemy.  Who then is our enemy in the spiritual warfare?  Paul informed us: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).  And in Ephesians, Paul wrote, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10-12). 

· Then Peter, the apostle helps us with the answer to the question: who is the spiritual enemy? He directly identified the spiritual enemy in 1 Peter 5:8-9 that reads: “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings”.  Peter suggests that suffering is part of the spiritual warfare manifested physical.  The real enemy in the spiritual warfare is the devil.  And he makes a lot of loud noises all over the place like a roaring lion.  He causes fights and wars to inflict sufferings.  The enemy’s (the devil’s) number one goal is to take residence in the hearts and influence the decisions of the minds.  The devil desires that such decisions diabolical and displeasing to God thus creating enmity with God.

· Thus our text for the day begun, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:1-3).   James is simply saying that we have wars and physical enemies because we have been influenced in the mind by the spiritual enemy, the devil, to be self-centered instead of Christ-centered.  Therefore, the spiritual warfare that takes place within (in our hearts and minds) is to grab everything for self-gratification and pleasure.  Such attitudes actually prevent God from answering our prayers because the prayers are self-centered and all about our wants rather than our needs.  Such attitudes are also an indication of joining the camp of the enemy and its worldly system of diabolical intent.  And the world system wants every one to become adulterous.  If you doubt what I am saying, watch the TV ads which promote sex using naked women as sex symbols, promote homosexuality and what about cloth designers that promote clothing that are revealing and define contours – thus promoting adulterous behavior?

· Thus James in our text for the day continued to admonish, “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?  But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James4:4-6).  Here James is suggesting that when you opt to live for your own pleasure rather than to please God, you are electing to be a friend to the worldly diabolic system controlled by the devil, our enemy in the spiritual warfare.  When you do that you make yourself an enemy of God.  When you are friend of the world, you become an enemy of God.  Friendship with the world is reflected in the attitudes of pride and hatred towards godly, righteous and positive things of God.   This causes the spirit (Holy Spirit) who lives in us to envy intensely.  God loves humility and hates pride.  God grants more grace to the humble through the Holy Spirit to fight effectively in the spiritual warfare.

· Thus the text for the day then concludes, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it.  There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?” (James 4:7-12).  The way to succeed in the spiritual warfare is to know your enemy.  You enemy is not flesh and blood.  So quit fighting the spiritual warfare as if it were physical.  All you need to do is to submit yourself to God and resist the devil and He will feel from you.  You resist the devil by confessing and repenting of your sins thus purifying your heart as you allow the Holy Spirit to reside in your heart and influence your mind to be obedient to God.  In this way you will live to please God and not for your own pleasure. Otherwise you will speak against your brother or judge him thereby speaking against the law and judging it.  This also implies that you will be against God, the only Lawgiver and Judge, who is able to save and destroy.  Who on earth or heaven can really stand and fight against God?  Lucifer tried it in heaven and failed and was thrown out of heaven.  He is the devil and the other fallen angels with him are the demons.  These are the enemies in the spiritual warfare.  Therefore submit yourself to God and let the Holy Spirit take permanent residence in you heart to influence your mind to make positive, wise, godly and righteous decisions that would please God.  You do this by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.

· Thus there is great need for you to be transformed by the renewing of you mind as you accept Jesus Christ in your heart.  If you desire to be transformed and initiated into the kingdom of God, now you have the opportunity to confess and repent of your sin, and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.    If you are here and desire to do so, why don’t you come?  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but somehow strayed away from Him, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled with Him to continue the kingdom building as you engage in the spiritual warfare.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship and kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  God bless you as you come either as a candidate for baptism, rededication or as one with Christian experience.

· And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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