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MARRIAGE

NOVEMBER  5, 2006
    
Widowhood

     1 Corinthians 7:8-9, 39-40

· In every society, there are widows and widowers.  A widow or widower is one whose marriage has been terminated by the death of the spouse.  Marriage is an institution whereby a man and a woman are united in a covenant relationship until death does the parting.  When one is separated from his/her spouse by death, the living spouse enters a state of widowhood.  Life could be very difficult for people in the state of widowhood especially when it is the breadwinner who dies.  Another difficult experience is when the living spouse is still young and is still burning with sexual passion.  This is the reason why the scriptures are concerned in addressing the issues that affect the widow or widower.  In most cases, it is the widow that is been addressed because at the time the scriptures were written, the women took care of the home alone while the men were the breadwinners.  So it was assumed that the man could always find another woman to marry.  In fact because the women took care of the home, within the Jewish culture once the woman is married to a family she belonged to that family.  

· A case in point is when the Sadducees came and tested Jesus Christ about the resurrection and marriage.  Matthew 22:23-32 reads, “That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.  Teacher, they said, Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and have children for him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother.  The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh.  Finally, the woman died.  Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?  Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.  At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.  But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living”.  A woman once married to the family would be passed from one male child to the next if he dies and the woman is still alive.  Another instance is the story of Naomi pleading with his daughter-in-laws after her sons’ deaths to go and find themselves husbands since she was too old to bear children and even if she was to bear sons, they will be too young to marry these widows as recorded in the Book of Ruth.  Ruth however insisted in following Naomi understanding that marriage was for life and now she belonged to the people of Naomi and to her God.  In both of these instances, we can glean that the widow or widower can remarry and as Paul would advise the Christian at Corinth and Rome, a Christian widow or widower must then marry one who belongs to the Lord, not just anyone.

·  Paul also discussed the issue of widows when he instructed Timothy. 1Timothy 5:3-15 reads, “Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.  But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.  The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.  But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.  Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame.  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.  As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry.  Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge.  Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.  So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander.  Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan”.  Herein, Paul is advocating that younger widows should remarry and only widows over sixty have been faithful to their husbands, and faithful in serving the Lord were to be placed on the list of widows to be taken care of by the Church.  The sentiment and consensus is that widows and widowers should remarry if they are still burning with passions so that they will not succumb to the sin of adultery and turn away to follow Satan thereby bringing shame to the Christian faith and to God.

· Thus our text for the day began, “Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am.  But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Corinthians 7:8-9).  Here the main determinant factor for the singles (and of course virgins) or widow to marry or stay single is how much self-control they have on their sexual passion.  If they have no self-control and are burning with passion, it is better for them to marry.  As such the widow or widower who is still burning with sexual passion is better off remarrying than living in adultery and sinning against God.  Paul also wrote to the Christian in Rome concerning this issue.  He assured them that a widow or a widower is free to remarry.  Romans 7:1-3 reads, “Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives?  For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage.  So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man”.  These passages teach that remarriage is legitimate only after the death of a spouse and any Christian remarrying must marry one that belongs to the Lord.

· The text for the day then continued and concluded, “A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.  In my judgment, she is happier if she stays as she is—and I think that I too have the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 7:39-40).  The conclusion of the matter on widows and widowers remarrying is that it is okay, especially if they are burning with sexual passions and do not have self-control.  However, it would be much better for them to remain single if they have self-control over their sexual passions because then they can be fully devoted to the Lord and His service without any family distractions, especially those of a spouse.  Also, the Scriptures forbid remarriage for those whose marriages are terminated by divorce unless the divorced spouse is dead.  And the rest I will deal with it with a focus on singleness on next Sunday.  But it suffices to say that self-control is the fruit of the spirit that is a key to live faithfully as a single.  Moreover, you cannot bear the fruit of the Spirit unless He is in you and in-charge of your life.  The Holy Spirit comes to indwell you as the “Resident Technician” to provide you good service and especially self-control when you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.
· And so if you are here today and desire to accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have messed up, however you desire to return to Him and do what is right, you too we invite you to come so that you can start anew again.  For our God is a God of many chances.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler to continue to be faithful and fruitful in serving Him.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior so that you can abide in Him and He in you thereby becoming faithful in obeying His word and fruitful in serving Him.  Then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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NOVEMBER 12, 2006
    
Celibacy

     1 Corinthians 7:8-9, 39-40

· Relationships without deep convictions and commitments always lead to many a trouble such as disasters, pains and hurts.  Too many times we underestimate the degree of pains and hurts that are inherent in relationships.  We often forget that each beautiful bed of roses has thorns on the rose stems.  Marriage is beautiful as beds of roses, but each marriage has its inherent pains and hurts.

· Therefore to marry is to accept the reality to live and adjust to the pains and hurts inherent in the marriage.  But whenever you remember that marriage is a covenant relationship between a man and a woman for life until death does the parting, it should aid you to work out the differences and difficulties through the pains and hurts.  Otherwise, the ultimate end of the marriage in divorce or unfaithfulness would be very eminent.  And we all know by now that God hates divorce.

· Thus when Jesus condemned remarriage after divorce, his disciples perplexedly suggested, then if such case between a husband and his wife it is better not to marry.  In other words the disciples were saying it would be better to remain single.  Jesus in turn suggested that the life of singleness or celibacy is a gift from God since everyone could not receive the word to remain single, except only those to who it has been given the ability to remain single.  Jesus went on to explain there are some that are born eunuchs, others were made eunuchs by men, and others have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  This implies that some were born to be single, some were forced by men to be single through the process of castration that deny them the opportunity to marry and enjoy the benefits of sexual intimacy, and others have decided on a life of singleness or celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Matthew 19:9-12 reads, “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.  The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry’.  Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given.  For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it’”. 

· Celibacy is a calling by God for one to remain single for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Therefore the main determinants for the choice of a life of celibacy are: God’s calling and one’s desire to be faithful in kingdom building without the distraction of a spouse.  Spouses can cause you to become unfaithful and disloyal to God because you desire to please them by being faithful and loyal to them.  However you have to remember it is impossible to serve two masters!  Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13 both reported, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money”.  You would have to be unfaithful and disloyal to one to be faithful and loyal to the other.

· The pains and hurts that a spouse could cause you might deter you from being faithful and loyal to God and make you ineffective in His service and kingdom building.  For instance God might have called you to a life of evangelism, but you husband or wife might be dragging you to a life of vacationing and relaxation desiring your complete attention.  Failure to meet that spousal desire and needs could lead to deep hurts and pains that hinder your effectiveness in building the kingdom of God.  The care for children, a product of marriage and perhaps illness of a spouse can all deter you from faithfulness and loyalty to God and His kingdom’s building.  What about trouble from the in-laws?  These too can affect your effectiveness in kingdom building.

· This is why you do not rush into marriage.  Do not even compare yourself with your peers.  Some have been called into a life of marriage and early too.  Others have forced themselves into a married life without seeking God’s perfect will.  Whereas others have been called to a life of singleness or celibacy.  This is why it is very essential to seek God in regards to these matters of marriage versus singleness.  Secondly, stop responding to pressures of men and women who keep suggesting to you that you better get married quickly before your biological clock runs out.  Thirdly, start to listen to God instead and be sure of His perfect will for the lifestyle He has called you.  The problem is that many have failed to listen to God and instead listened to men and ended up in bad marriages.  Remember marriage is for life!  And therefore you could get yourself into misery for the rest of your life because God hates divorce.  If you get into marriage too quickly, you might call it quits too quickly.  And if you divorce, you must remain single until your spouse is dead before you can consider remarrying.  Else, you will be living in adultery.

· Therefore I suggest to young people and those who are single to pray and wait for God’s perfect will and direction in this matters of marriage and singleness.  Always remember that a broken friendship is better than a broken engagement and a broken engagement by far better than a broken home in terms of the degree of pains and hurts involve.  If it means a life of singleness for the sake of the kingdom of heaven and your effectiveness in it, it is worthwhile rather than getting married and losing heaven and/or your effectiveness in building God’s kingdom.  Or haven’t you heard of individuals who were on fire for the Lord but for the sake of marriage have through their towels and forsaken kingdom building because of the burdens of marriage?  Others have actually denied the Lord and denounce the faith to marry an unbeliever!  This is why Paul was advocating that it was better to remain single and that a life of celibacy was better than getting married.

· Thus our text for the day began, “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.  Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called him to.  Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy.  Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for you to remain as you are.  Are you married? Do not seek a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look for a wife. But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.  What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none; those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away” (1 Corinthians 7:23-31).   In essence, it is imperative for everyone to recognize that God has called each one of to a certain lifestyle: celibacy or marriage.  It is also important to know God’s will in this matter because whatever the case, it is temporary.  The eternal relationship with the Lord and kingdom building is of greater importance.

· It is because of this that Paul would continue to advocate in our text for the day, “I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs—how he can please the Lord.  But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband.  I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:32-35). 

· Paul then concluded, “If anyone thinks he is acting improperly toward the virgin he is engaged to, and if she is getting along in years and he feels he ought to marry, he should do as he wants. He is not sinning. They should get married.  But the man who has settled the matter in his own mind, who is under no compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made up his mind not to marry the virgin—this man also does the right thing.  So then, he who marries the virgin does right, but he who does not marry her does even better” (1 Corinthians 7:36-39).  Here we note that the main determinants for the life of singleness (celibacy) and marriage are the call of God and your complete devotion to Him, His kingdom and its righteousness.  These, of course, would depend on how much self-control you have on your sexual passion.  If you have no self-control and are burning with passion, it is better for you to marry.  As such anyone who is burning with sexual passion is better off marrying than living in adultery and sinning against God.  However, it would be much better for you to remain single if they have self-control over you sexual passions because then you can be fully devoted to the Lord and His service without any family distractions, especially those of a spouse.  And it cannot be overemphasized that self-control is the fruit of the spirit that is key to faithfulness and complete devotion to a life of singleness (celibacy) or marriage.  Therefore I submit to you emphatically that you cannot bear this fruit of the Spirit known as self-control unless the Holy Spirit is in you and in-charge of your life.  The Holy Spirit comes to indwell you as the “Resident Technician” to provide you good services and especially self-control when you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.
· And so if you are here today and desire to accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have messed up, however you desire to return to Him and do what is right, you too we invite you to come so that you can start anew again.  For our God is a God of many chances.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler to continue to be faithful and fruitful in serving Him.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior so that you can abide in Him and He in you thereby becoming faithful in obeying His word and fruitful in serving Him.  Then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama
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THANKSGIVING 

November 19, 2006


  The Right Attitude


       Psalm 97:1-7
· Developing the right attitude of gratitude by a child is the most paramount desire of every parent.  Some of the first few words that parents teach their children to say are “please” and “thank you” although the most word heard and so learned by children are “No”.  As such parents get excited whenever they hear their toddler first uses the language of gratitude appropriately making a connection between asking politely and receiving gratefully by saying “please and thank you”.  When this happens, the parents are pleased because their toddler has acquired the attitude of gratitude.
· However, as people grow older something happens and the toddler, who once uses the language of politeness and gratitude, by saying please and thank you, becomes more adept at saying please than thank you.  This happens more especially with Christian in our relationship with our heavenly Father.  We tend to become more focused on pressing needs than on previous provisions and so we petition more than praise God for His provision to us.   And while God invites us to come to Him with our needs, He also urges us to make gratitude a habit.  Paul understood this concept and in Colossians 3:15-17 he reminded us three times in three verses to remain grateful to God and express it too.  Those of you who are scholars of the Bible know that the number three resents totality.  So we ought to be grateful to God in totality.  Now listen to these verses: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:15-17).  It is gratitude that encourages graciousness!  Gratitude is one of the things that honors, glorifies and pleases God while at the same time guarantees peace and a blessed hope!!
· Therefore I submit to you that the attitude with which you express you gratitude does say much about you heart, who you are and whether you are sincere or not, honest or not and appreciative or not.  Your attitude can betray your trust, win or lose friendships and favors, and/or isolate you.  A good attitude of gratitude tends to attract friendships and favor from God and man.

· Thus the right attitude is prerequisite to building excellent relationships and gaining friendship and favor with God and man.  And please allow me to suggest to you that thanksgiving is one of the right attitudes for expressing your gratitude to those you relate with.  Take time and say thank you to those you relate with and observe how obvious that would positively change their relationship with you.  Needless to say that the people that love us the most are the ones we take for granted and are never appreciative of them.  We often overlook the roles they play to make our lives better until they are dead, gone and no more.  Won’t it be wonderful to appreciate and be thankful to people while they are still alive than to sing their praises after they are dead and gone?

· Most often we do not take time and make efforts to know individuals well enough in order to be grateful and thankful for the roles they have played in our lives to aid us in fulfilling God’s purpose(s) for creating us.  In fact we ignore and don’t even care to know God to appreciate Him for creating us with definite purposes.  It is when you truly know God and the purpose(s) for which He created you for that you will have the right attitude of gratitude and be thankful.

· The Lord God is the everlasting King of glory whose kingdom has no end.  When you become part of this kingdom, you will be glad and you will rejoice because you belong to the kingdom where God your Father reigns eternally.  His reign is with dignity, consideration and appropriateness, full of justice yet full of mercy, kindness and love.

· The Psalmist understood this and so he had the right attitude of gratitude.  Thus our text for the day began, “The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.  Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.  Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side” (Psalm 97:1-3).   A point to note here is that all the earth offers thanks to God because of His supreme reign.  Nature declares who He is.  The clouds conceal Him yet at the same time revealing that righteousness and justice are the foundations of His throne.  Also, He is a consuming fire that consumes His foes.  

· Then the Psalmist in acknowledging God goes on to say, “His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.  The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory” (Psalm 97:4-6).  Here the Psalmist is expressing his gratitude to God by acknowledging that God has a way of revealing and manifesting Himself to mankind.  When nature expresses the justice of God and His righteousness all people see His glory.  For instance the lightening that lights the world causes us to tremble.  The earthquakes and volcanoes that spew out molten magma as the earth crust melts like wax expresses that God is a consuming fire, yet He has not consumed us for His mercies.  Thereby the heaven proclaim His righteousness so that we can see His glory.  And it is when we can behold His glory that we can have the right attitude of thanksgiving to both God and our loved ones.  In fact in every case, when you can see the glory of God in anything, you will have the right attitude of gratitude and subsequently give thanks.  And in your appreciation, you will literally worship the individual you are appreciating.

· No wonder the Psalmist concludes the text for the day by addressing the issue of worship.  Psalm 97:7 states, “All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols— worship him, all you gods!”  This implies that sometimes our worship goes to the wrong thing(s) or person(s).  We praise, adore and worship them instead of God, whereas they are just idols.  And sometimes we boast of these idols: Whether they are football teams, our favorite sports, star athletes, Hollywood stars, family members or even our cars, homes, businesses or jobs.  All these are temporary and all these will ultimately worship God.  As such it is better for us to recognize that God is over all these and worship Him.

· Now allow me to submit to you that you cannot worship God unless you have fallen in love with Him and have cultivated the right attitude of gratitude.  Falling in love with God is the best thing that can ever happen to you.  Falling in love with God will give you the right attitude of gratitude for thanksgiving.  You cannot fall in love with God without recognizing that the One who reigns eternally first loved you and gave Himself a ransom for your soul.  Yes, while we were yet sinners, Jesus Christ so loved us that He died for us.  Accepting this gesture stirs up your love for God and it leads to the right attitude of gratitude culminating in true worship.  In fact accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior, and His finished work of salvation at Calvary establishes a son-Father relationship with you and God who reigns eternally.  This alone will give you the right attitude of gratitude.

· Therefore if you desire to become God’s child and reign with Him eternally, you need to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  Christianity is the way of life that involves a personal relationship with the Lord.  It is not about becoming a member of a Church, although when you have the relationship established you would belong to the local body of Christ, the Church.  As such if you desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we urge you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have gone astray because of your pressing needs that led you to have an attitude of ingratitude, we ask you to return to Him today.  Why don’t you come so that you attitude of gratitude can be restored together with His peace that would enable you to worship in spirit and truth?  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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     Unto The Lord


Psalm 107:1-9
· The subject of thanksgiving is relevant in our generation where people are more adept to pleading for their present needs rather than appreciating and expressing their gratitude for previous provisions.  And if we are to be sincere with ourselves, reflect onto our early years of development when our parents’ first instructions to us were about the right attitude of gratitude, we would realize that they taught us to say please and thank you, yes Sir and yes Ma, as well as no Sir and No Ma.  The erosion of these great qualities of life in our society demand that we revisit these great attributes of politeness and gratitude.  But who should be given the primary focus when it comes to gratitude?

· Three days ago we just concluded another thanksgiving celebration in the United States.  I hope we don’t suppose that thanksgiving is only about feasting on turkeys and a day to mark the beginning of the holiday season and Christmas shopping.  Thanksgiving ought to be a time of reflecting on past provisions and protection, and the ability to be productive so that we can render thanks and gratitude to the appropriate person for such blessings.  Yes, you are supposed to reflect on past strength, wisdom and abilities to meet your needs and/or how such needs were met and be grateful.  In such circumstances who should be the central focus of thanksgiving?  Definitely it is not self.  And of course, God should be the first, and then secondarily your loved ones.  Primarily one ought to be thankful for the satisfaction of basic needs such as food, health, shelter, and clothing, and then secondarily for all other things that have been added to us by God.  In fact it was on these premises that Jesus emphatically taught that we should not worry because it is Him who provides such unto us freely.  Rather Jesus instructed, “So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:31-33).

· Who then should we be thankful to and what should we be thankful for?  Please let me begin by answering the second question first.  We should be thankful for having our needs met freely by God.  Note, I did not say for having our wants met but our needs met.  Much of ingratitude arises from unmet wants.  This is because the scriptures explicitly states in Philippians 4:19, “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus”.  And if we would only have a paradigm shift from focusing on our wants to focusing on our needs, then we would discover that all our needs are already met according to God’s glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  This is why Paul admonished Christians, “Be anxious about nothing.  But by prayers and supplications with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God and the peace of God which passes all understanding will rule in your hearts and mind” (Philippians 4:6-7).  This scripture answers the first question, “Who should we be thankful to?”  When our thanksgiving is directed to the Lord even as we make our requests, then we would realize that His peace that passes all understanding would rule in our hearts and minds.  This is really excellent.  And so we must focus our thanksgiving unto the Lord for He is good all the time.  And all the time, the Lord is good!  It is because of His eternal love that the Lord is good all the time.

· The Psalmist fully understood this fact and thus our text for the day begun: “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever” (Psalm 107:1).  The reason why God should receive thanksgiving is for the fact that He is good and His love endures forever.  Who are those to give thanks?  The Psalmist gives us the answer in the following verses, “Let the redeemed of the LORD say this— those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south.  Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle” (Psalm 107:2-4).   Why should they give thanks?  Again, the Psalmist gives us the answer thus, “They were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away.  Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.   He led them by a straight way to a city where they could settle.  Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things” (Psalm 107:6-9).

· The Lord is the One that satisfies the desires of our heart.  The psalmist once said, come and taste and see that the Lord is good.  Once you have tasted and discovered that He is good, you will know how to give thanks unto the Lord.  You discover that the Lord is good when you enter into a covenant relationship with Him by accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal savior.  As such if you desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we urge you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have gone astray because of your pressing needs that led you to have an attitude of ingratitude, we ask you to return to Him even now.  Why don’t you come so that your attitude of gratitude can be restored together with His peace that would enable you to truly worship Him in spirit and truth?  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you will ever make.  Remain blessed!
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