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Introduction

 The heart is the most vital organ in the human body.  Likewise the spiritual heart is the most important organ in your spiritual walk with God.  We must control the spiritual inflow and out flow of our hearts.  This is what made Jesus special.  Jesus walked in the ways of his heart.  His heart was pure.  If we are going to live a victorious Christian life then we must protect our spiritual heart from heart disease.  Whether you believe it or not; we are the result of what we say, what we hear, and what we see.  All of these factors determine the inflow and outflow of our hearts.  

A. The heart is the most important organ in the body.  The hearts function is vital to a living and healthy body.

1) The chambered muscular organ that pumps blood received from the veins into the arteries, thereby maintaining the flow of blood through the entire circulatory system. 
2) The vital center and source of one's being, emotions, and sensibilities

3) Emotional constitution, basic disposition, or character: a man after my own heart.
B. What determines a man’s spiritual heart?  The condition of a man’s heart is determined by three pathways.   (Matt. 12:39) 

1) The Eye gate: Sin was actually conceived when she lust at the fruit with her eyes.  She saw the fruit as being pleasant to her eyes.  (Gen 3:6) 

2) The Ear Gate: The Pharisees would have never crucified Jesus if the had not heard that fame was going about.  By hearing that anger raised up in there heart.  (Matt. 9:31) 

3) The Mouth Gate: He who can control his tongue controls his destiny (James 3:9)

C. What do I do if I am having heart trouble? (Proverbs 4:23)

1) One has to believe and confess that Jesus is the Christ.  It directly affects all three pathways to a man’s heart.  (Rom 10:9)

2) We have to invite the Spirit of Truth into our hearts to teach us of things to come and to discern what is right and noble.  (John 15:26)

3) Put on the breastplate of righteousness.  (Eph. 6:14).  Righteousness is us believing what God said about us.

4) Allow God’s Word to be the final judge.  (Heb. 4:12)
· Remember it is a heart thing.  You can have a healthy spiritual heart.  It all begins by establishing a faithful relationship with God.  This is a personal relationship that starts with you asking Jesus Christ in faith to be your Lord and savior. And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus and have somehow gone astray but now desire to make a change and be reconnected to God, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy a healthy spiritual heart and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 Forgetting the Past and Looking to the Future
    Philippians 3:1-21




FOCUS: The Need for a Paradigm Shift

· Why do you think that men and women, boys and girls at Pleasant View, Ebenezer District, and the whole Christendom need to forget the past and look to the future?   Let me propose to you that we cannot afford to forget all the past because if we do, we will not have a future to look for.  And so this afternoon we shall rather focus on the need for a paradigm shift.  The word paradigm is synonymous with the word pattern.  In other words we shall focus on the need to change the patterns of doing things as men and women, and boys and girls of the household of God,

· Right now somebody may be thinking this message will be good for someone else.  Why do you think we always think like that?  Or why do you think the work of God or the work of the Church is not always done?  This is because everybody always thinks that anybody can do it, so somebody will do it as a result nobody does it and the work of the Church is neglected while we are busy doing Church work.   Now, do not get me wrong both Church work and the work of the Church are important but the later is more important.

· Therefore, why can’t we have a paradigm shift such that everybody would think nobody would do it if anybody ignores it such that somebody will do it and the work of the Church would be accomplished?  What I am trying to say is, we need a paradigm shift from self to God, His Kingdom and its righteousness.

· The Church at Philippi was a generous Church.  They would always give generously to meet the work of the Church and the ministers of God.  Paul said, “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:3-6).  No wonder in Chapter 4 and verse 19, Paul will write them saying “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus”.  By standards this was a good Church, but why did Paul write them suggesting there was need for a paradigm shift?  This was because there were still misunderstandings and quarrels within the Church that was hindering the work of God.  Paul wrote “I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life (Philippians 4:8).  There were dogs and probably bitches still in the Church and so Paul wrote, “Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh” (Philippians 3:2). The term “dogs” in the Scriptures is used to signify the lifestyle pattern of sexual immorality.  Pride was also a problem in this Church and Paul wrote, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).

· There were several other problems in this generous and supportive Church but for lack of time I have chosen the three problems that are prevalent and hinder the work of God in the Church.  These are quarrels, dogs (immorality or lust) and pride, which make the work of the Church to suffer.  James in Chapter 4 will tell us we quarrel because we desire to have everything, enjoy pleasure and be number 1.  All these boil to selfishness!

·  If we can have a paradigm shift from self to God, His Kingdom and its righteousness, we can eliminate these problems and accomplish the work of the Church, which is Kingdom building.  This is why Paul wrote the Church at Philippi, “Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).

· Let me highlight a few things that Paul suggested in this letter to the Church in Philippi that will assist us to have a paradigm shift from self to God, His Kingdom and its righteousness.

· Let love abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight.  “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:9-11).

· Have a clear motive for preaching Christ.  “Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.  Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.  The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance” (Philippians 1:12-19).

· Let Christ be exalted in your bodies whether by life or by death.  “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.  Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me” (Philippians 1:20-26).

· Understand that suffering is part of sharing our fellowship with Christ. “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God.  For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have” (Philippians 1:27-30).  “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:10-11).

· Understand that humility is key in creating and building strong bonds of love and fellowship.  “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:1-11).

· Understand God’s purpose and become shinning stars for Him.  “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.  But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.  So you too should be glad and rejoice with me” (Philippians 2:12-18).

· Never put confidence in the flesh.  “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.  For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— though I myself have reasons for such confidence.  If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:1-11).

· Learn to attend the goal of your upward calling. “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.  Only let us live up to what we have already attained.   Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.  For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:12-21).

· Always rejoice, being prayerful and never anxious about anything because the Lord is near.  “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7).

· Always think before you do or say anything.  “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4:8-9).

· Learn to be content no matter your circumstances, conditions or situations.  “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:10-13).

· Therefore let me suggest to you also that those who do not engage in a paradigm shift from self to God, His Kingdom and its righteousness, their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is their shame.  This is why Paul was adamant in warning that you have to be aware of the dogs (lustful persons) among you.  Let me ask why are you proud to be a dog or a bitch.  Dogs and bitches have no shame with the puppy love.  What we need is a paradigm shift from puppy love to agape love because Jesus Christ who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.

· We cannot forget all of our past because faith is built upon the pillars and the foundation that have been laid down in our past.  However, we cannot afford to dwell in the past because the past is history and only a paradigm shift in the present will produce a future full of hope and joy as well as peace and true (agape) love.  And since only Jesus Christ that is able to transform us to have a paradigm shift, I want to ask you personally, do you know Him?  If not you can begin by asking Him to be your personal Lord and savior tonight.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and you are determined as from today to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth and truly worship God, we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ or any local body represented here tonight and the pastors will be so glad to receive you.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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 The Chosen Lady and Her Children
    2John 1-13

· Ladies are special breeds of the human race.  They are different from men in a zillion ways.  But one key difference is their hearts.  Ladies almost always go along with their hearts. This is why they always make reference to how they feel in their conversations.  Men on the other hand almost always go along with their head and often make reference to the facts they know with little or no feelings.  Of course, these are generalized statements about ladies and men, but on the whole both men and women do use varying degrees of feelings, and/or the facts they know, in their interactions. 

· Mothers are however very unique people.  Their hearts are big enough to accommodate the uniqueness of every child they bore and to love them unconditionally.  A man however can easily be swayed away from loving a child if that child is not excelling or is a disgrace to the family; although he will brag about his child that is excelling.  In fact within certain African Cultures, whenever a child excels the father takes the credit and whenever a child fails, the mother is to blame.  But a mother’s heart is so big that her unconditional love would not let her deny her child no matter what.  No wonder the Lord asked the Israelites in Isaiah 49:15 and then immediately answered that rhetorical question saying, "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne?  Though she may forget, I will not forget you!”  

· A mother will always care for her children and seek their welfare.  A spiritual mother, who walks with the Lord in the Truth, has a very strong love for the salvation of her children.  This is why her prayers for them never go in vain.

· Thus in our text for the day John, the elder wrote, “To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth - because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, will be with us in truth and love.  It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us.  And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one that we have had from the beginning.  I ask that we love one another. And this is love: that we walk in obedience to His commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love” (2John 1-6, NIV). 

· Why was the elder writing to this chosen lady or mother about love? After all, every chosen lady who knows the Truth knows about agape love.  The reason for writing to this chosen lady by the elder is to express his gratitude to her because he found that some of her children are walking in the truth just as the Father commanded us.  By implication, the elder was acknowledging the fact that some other children had chosen to disobey the truth and were following the deceiver.  Therefore, the elder was also writing to warn the chosen lady and her obedient children to watch out for the deceiver, who is the antichrist.  

· And if there is a time for mothers, the chosen ladies, to watch and warn their children about the antichrist, it is now.  Hence the elder continued to write in our text, “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.  Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.  Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work” (2John 7-11, NIV). 

· The elder then concluded his letter by indicating that true love is exercised in the presence of others.  Thus our text concluded, “I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.  The children of your chosen sister send their greeting” (2John 12-13, NIV).  The elder included greetings from children of the chosen sister to indicate that the chosen lady was not by herself but there are other chosen ladies.  

· Now if you would, let me speak to you for a few minutes about a special chosen lady that I know.  I got married to this special lady just over 26 years ago because the Lord had chosen her for me.  Prior to that time I had been praying for a wife for 14 years.  She is a special chosen lady with great motherly instincts, and she has given me five wonderful children that know the truth and walk in it because this special lady knows what it takes to be a great mother.  Through her knowledge of the truth, her patience, love and discipline she has continued to sacrifice both for her husband and children so that everyone will walk in the truth.  She is a mother that truly walks in the truth and in love as such she is persistent and consistent in warning her children about the dangers of not walking in the truth and in agape love.  Indeed she has been chosen to be a special lady from the foundation of the earth.  I have observed her over the years as a mother who fulfills her role in meeting the needs of her children such that they are naturally attracted to her.  And it is with great respect that I honor and speak highly of her today because she deserves it.  Humble as she could be, yet you can see the radiance of God in her as He uses her in mighty ways.

· Even when she is very sick, her big heart will not allow her to think only of herself but the welfare of others. Honeybunch, I want to assure you that it is not how happy we are that brings gratitude to you but rather it is our gratitude to you that will bring about happiness to you and us.  So on this Mother’s Day, 2006 I want to declare publicly to you on behalf of the children and I that we are grateful to God for who you are to us as a mother.  Indeed you are a special chosen lady!  And because you walk in the truth and in love, you have also been chosen by God to be the mother of His church at Mt. Traveler.  We cannot fill the shoes God has chosen you to fill.  But as you continue to walk in the Truth and in love by being obedient to His commands, many shall rise and praise you in the gates and in the city Halls.  Honeybunch, I love you!  What a special chosen lady!!

· And so to all mothers at Mt. Traveler, I call upon you to realize that you are chosen ladies to walk in truth and in love in order that your children may also be found to be walking in the truth and in love just as the Father commands us.  I wish you all a blessed and wonderful Mother’s Day.

· To all the children (and all of us are some mother’s children), we must walk in the Truth and in love in obedience to God’s commands, so that we will not follow the deceiver who is the antichrist.  The key question I want to leave with you today is: are you a chosen lady or are you a child of the chosen lady that is walking in the truth and in love?  If yes, to God be the glory and I urge you to continue to walk in the truth and in love.  If not you can begin to walk in the truth and in love by asking Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior today.  

· And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have followed the deceiver and gone astray and now you are determined to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth to walk in the Truth and in love; we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  If so, why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

May 21, 2006
         
  

Giving

        

 Matthew 6:1-4

· Righteousness can simply be defined as the desire to always do the right thing.  Righteousness cannot be earned.  It is an attribute imputed to one through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ at Calvary.  

· Acts of righteousness are done following acknowledgement of Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  Without being in Christ it is difficult if not impossible to have the ability to offer acts of righteousness.  This is because the driving forces for righteousness are love and the power of the Holy Spirit.  

· In the coming weeks, starting from today, we shall begin a new sermon series on the Acts of Righteousness.  The first of these acts of righteousness that we shall be considering is GIVING.  It is the right thing to gift good gifts to others, especially our loved ones.  The desire to always give good gifts, sacrificially, cheerfully and generously is righteousness.  God so loved the world that He gave His one, and only begotten son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  Acceptance in Faith of the Sacrificial Gift of God to mankind qualifies man to be declared righteous.

· Giving is an act of righteousness, usually associated with kindness.   This act of kindness is usually extended to the poor, who are one of the least among us.  And Jesus recognizes this very fact when He expressed that “The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me” (Matthew 26:11) and 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).  The implication for these statements by Jesus is for us to understand that the poor will always be with us to teach us how to gift and share the resources and blessings He has bestowed on us.  But, first one has to understand the state or predicament of the poor before he or she can appreciate why giving is an act of righteousness.

· As part of Jesus Sermon on the Mount, He taught that giving to the needy is an act of righteousness if the motives are right.  I want to suggest to you that giving with an attitude of gratitude whether to a needy person or for the furtherance of the Gospel is an act of righteousness.  The key thing to remember when giving is the motive behind it.   If you give with an ulterior motive to gain from it, then it is bribery and corruption that you are practicing and therefore not an act of righteousness.  But when you give sacrificially to the needy or for the furtherance of the Gospel with a heart of gratitude for the blessings God has bestowed on you, it is an act of righteousness.  Such a gift, especially to the needy, without expecting anything in return is known as alms.   Therefore be careful and weigh the motive for your giving.  Also, if you do it so that men will praise you or so that you can gain from it, then you have received your reward already.

· Thus our text for the day began “Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full” (Matthew 6:1-4). 

· The caution here is that it is hypocritical when you do an act of kindness and then turn around to blow your own trumpet.  Do it quietly, and please allow others to do the praise instead, if they choose to.  More important do you acts of kindness for God to approve them, not for men’s approval and God will reward you openly. 

· Thus our text continued and concluded, “But when you give to the needy do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:3-4).

· Therefore I submit to you that acts of righteousness are a matter of the hearts that are full with great attitudes. They are not acts of popularity contest.  Remember, the heart of a man is desperately wicked, who can understand it?   Only the Lord searches the heart and knows the exact motive of your giving.  When one gives from a pure heart, he or she shares generously and cheerfully of the abundance of resources and blessings God has bestowed on him or her.  This is a heart transformed by the love of God and it shares because in sharing the bond of Christian fellowship is fostered.  

· An untransformed heart is greedy, selfish and covetous.  It only wants to grasp or accumulate more and more for selfish gains and reasons.  A person of such an untransformed heart has already gained their reward.  A transformed heart however always cares about others and gives freely and generously for the benefit of others without expecting anything in return or thinking what will I get in return?  For a person with such a heart, God who sees in secret will reward him or her openly.

· Also, giving is an act of righteous because giving to God in the form of your tithes and offering is an act of worship.  When your heart is transformed, not only will you tithe but you will also bring your offerings to the house of God and give alms to provide for the needy.  Someone may be asking within his or her heart, how can I be transformed in my heart to offer acts of righteousness?  You get transform by not conforming to worldly standards but by renewing your heart after the image of Christ.  In other words you allow Christ to be your Lord and savior.  When you understand that God owns all you possess then to give alms, offerings and tithes will not be a problem for you.  The reason why church folks do not tithe, or put offering in the offering plate, or give alms to the needy among them, is that they are busy trying to be what they are not.  We are trying to be like the Jones and so we are always playing catch-up games and never having enough to worship God with in our giving.  Consequently, we bring God the leftovers instead of worshipping Him with the first fruits of our increases.  You can only truly worship Him when your heart has been transformed.

· Your heart gets transformed when you accept the finished work of Jesus Christ at Calvary and acknowledge Him as your personal Lord and savior.  Then the Holy Spirit empowers you through love to do the acts of righteousness.  
· Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him so as to do the acts of righteousness, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler so as to continue your worship and fellowship to please God.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, the one who reconciles us to God, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

May 28, 2006
         
  


Prayer



Matthew 6:5-15
· Prayer is the second act of righteousness we shall be considering.  Prayer is an act of righteousness because it is an act of worship whereby God is revered.  Prayers on a consistent basis indicate your dependence on the One you revere.  But always bear in mind that it is the motives behind your prayer that classifies it as an act of righteousness or an act of wickedness.  It is an act of wickedness when it is self-centered.  It is an act of righteousness when it moves us away from a life of self-centeredness and independence into that of interdependence on other Christians and dependence on God.

· Prayer, just like any other act of righteousness, is not optional but necessary for the follower of Jesus Christ.  Note that the text for the day mentions three times “when you pray” not “if you pray”.  Also, just like any other act of righteousness, you do not pray to impress other people but to revere, honor and worship God on whom you depend on.  It involves humbling yourself as you make your petitions or requests.  Prayer includes confession and forgiveness of sins but you must have a heart to forgive other people so that you can receive forgiveness from God.
· Thus our text for the day began, “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then, your Father who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him” (Matthew 6:5-8).
· Here, Jesus informs us as to where and how we pray because these are determining factors or motives for our prayers since prayer is necessary and not optional.  If you are hypocritical in your prayers, the purpose is either to impress others around you or an attempt to boost your ego.  However, prayers from pure motives reflect humility on the part of the individual and reverence for God, the Father who knows all you need.  Prayers should always focus on needs or wants.

· Therefore James admonished candidly on the motives of prayers and the subsequent results when he wrote, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you?  You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:1-3).  Also, “Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins” (James 5:13-20).  Therefore payer is an act of righteousness when it is done right.

· Then our text for the day continued with a model prayer, mistakenly known as the Lord’s Prayer by many.  The Lord’s Prayer is recorded in John chapter 17 where He prayed that we be united and become one even as He and the Father are one.  But here in the text of the day, Jesus taught His disciples a model prayer saying, “This, then, is how you should pray:  'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” (Matthew 6:9-13). 

· In the model prayer, please note the following:

· First revere and honor God

· Acknowledge God as King and desire for His Kingdom to be established here on earth as in heaven

· Humble yourself and submit your will to His perfect will to be done here on earth

· Continue to humble yourself as you make your requests for your needs (daily bread)
· Ask for forgiveness and be willing to forgive others as God for Christ sake has forgiven you.

· Ask for God’s protection against temptation and for His deliverance from evil.

·  Bur interestingly, our text concluded by emphasizing the need to forgive others, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Matthew 6:14-15).  This is because forgiveness is necessary in relation building.  And what a better place to teach about relationship than in the avenue of prayers!  This is because prayer, as an act of righteousness, builds relationships through humility on your part to trust and depend on God.
· Now listen to the wise prayer of Jabez in 1Chronicles 4:9-10, “Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, "I gave birth to him in pain."  Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request”.  Also, listen to what 2Chronicles 7:14 says, “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land”.
· Therefore, I submit to you that prayers ,as an act of righteousness, involves both ASK (Asking, Seeking, and Knocking), and ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication).  In ACTS you adore God and show your dependence on Him; you confess as you humble yourself to admit your weaknesses and receive strength from Him; you give thanks as an act of a heart full of gratitude; and you supplicate to show that you care for others, forsaking self-centeredness and embracing interdependence with others.  Then in ASK you ask God to attend to your needs; seeking God to do the right thing when He supplies your needs according to His riches in glory; and knocking persistently and consistently on doors of opportunities to minister to others.  You should note that in ASK, the intensity of the desire on your part to do the right thing increases. This is another reason why prayer is an act of righteousness.
· Finally I want to suggest to you that prayer is communication with God.  It is not a one-way but rather a 2-way traffic that involves interacting with a righteous God.  How can you interact with a righteous God and remain unrighteous?  Unless you do not have any relationship with Him!   I want to suggest also that it is impossible to do acts of righteousness if you do not have a personal relationship with God as your Father.  The good news that I have for you is that anyone can have that personal relationship with God by becoming a member of His family as you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.  Then the Holy Spirit will come and indwell you, giving you the right to be a child of God and empowering you to do the acts of righteousness, including prayers.
· Would you consider this possibility by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior?  If you desire to do so today why don’t you come now?  And if you have already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but have drifted and gone astray from the acts of righteousness, and you desire to restore the relationship you once enjoyed with God, why don’t you come also?  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue your warm relationship with the Lord and continue your acts of righteousness, we urge you to consider uniting with this local Church at Mt. Traveler.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior and be reconciled to God, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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