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Love



1John 4:7-21

· Christianity is a way of life, not just another religion because it is a way of life unique and different from any other ways of life.  This unique way of life has the main mission to create relationships.  The relationships that Christians create and develop are both vertical and horizontal.

· In fact the type of horizontal relationships that you have with your fellow men is a direct indication of whether you have a vertical relationship with God or not.  Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man is one of the tenets of the Mission Statement of Mt Traveler Missionary Baptist Church.  When God revealed to me this tenet of our Mission as a Church, I did not fully or completely understand it at that time.  Now I have some more understanding of why God wants Mt Traveler to create friendship and favor with God and Man.

· The truth is that there is no way possible that Mt Traveler can create Friendship and Favor with God and Man without L-O-V-E!  Let me suggest to you that we need to define some key terms in this tenet of our Mission statement.  Therefore let me ask, what is friendship?  What about favor?  How are these created?  Well, friendship is used to describe the good relationship that exists between two or more parties.  However, let me state up front that it is not everyone who is good to you that is your friend.  We fully know the old adage: “A friend in need is a friend in deed”.  Therefore I submit to you that there has to be some ingredient(s) or some chemistry that occurs between parties involved before a friendship is created.  Friendship in turn creates favor.  Favor is finding grace before another party.  But how can you create an atmosphere to find grace in the eyes of another party?

· Definitely friendship creates favor.  And if we think critically, friendship develops through love.  In fact no relationship can develop without love.  Now, God is love and god is love!  Therefore it is imperative to know that without God it is impossible to create friendship or favor among different parties.  Love is essential in creating friendship and favor.  In other words, it is impossible to have great horizontal relationship without an established vertical relationship.  This is because before you can truly love, you must first know God for God is love.

· But how can one know God?  It is by accepting the way He has provided for us to know Him – that is by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.  Once this happens then people will know that you love God when you love people.  And so to create friendship with God you must accept His provision through Jesus for a relationship with Him.  Then you must walk and work with Him.  You may be asking how can I walk and work with God?  It is by faith.  Faith is the substance hope for, the evidence of things not seen.  Without faith it is impossible to please God.  The truth is that if you do not love God, you cannot please Him.  And let me remind you that God created every creature for His own pleasure.  

· Enoch walked with God and favor with God and he was no more because God took him so that he did not see or taste death.  Noah found grace or favor with God because he was an upright man who was obedient to God.  Abraham was called a friend of God and the father of faith because he was obedient to God.  These people loved God and created favor with God.  And Jesus said, “If you love me you will obey my commandments”.  

· David created favor with Jonathan because of the love that existed between them.  Creating friendship and favor with God and man requires some effort on our part.  It requires that we love both God and man.  Love requires sacrificial giving.  If you love you will give, but it is not necessarily true that if you give you love.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  Now, this is God’s favor to you!  It required a sacrificial type of love.  You too require a sacrificial type of love to create friendship and favor with God and man.  This kind of love does not come from man.  Its origin is God.  First, you have to know God, who is love, before you can love sacrificially as God does.  When you can love as God does, then you will be creating friendship and favor with God and man. 
· Thus our text for the day began, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love (1John 4:7-8, NIV).  This simply means that you must be born again before you can truly love.  Only children of God can truly love and create friendship and favor with God and man.  Love is not passive but active.  Love always translates into positive and constructive action.  
· Thus today’s text continued, “This is how God showed His love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.  We know that we live in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him (1John 4:9-16, NIV).
· As such, because the Christian loves and lives in love it facilitates the process of creating friendship and favor with God as well as man.  Love also gives one the confidence to face God on the final Judgment Day.  Hence the text for the day concluded, “In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother” (1John 4:17-21, NIV).
· In order to love your brother you must first fall in love with God.  You fall in love with God when you accept the provision He has provided in Jesus by accepting Him as your personal Lord and savior. And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you are not creating friendship and favor with God and man because you have gone astray and as from today you desire to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Obedience


John 15:9-17

· On last Sunday we did underscore that the key ingredient in creating friendship and favor with God and man is LOVE.  Love is God and God is love.  It is then impossible to love God whom you do not see if you do not love man that you see everyday.  If any man says, ‘I love God’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar’.  The command God gave us to enable us to create Friendship and Favor with God and Man is “Whoever loves God must also love his brother” (1John 4:21, NIV).
· Another ingredient for creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man is Obedience.  If you truly love anyone you would obey him/her.  You obey them because you trust them and know that because they love you they will not ask you to do what will harm you.  A sure proof of your friendship and love to anyone is your obedience. Obedience in fact helps you in creating friendship and favor with God and man because it is an indication of your sincere love.  This generation is out of touch with true love as such obedience is almost out of their vocabulary.  Whereas the scriptures instruct: Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is the first commandment with a promise – that your days may be long.  If you want to live a long life, be obedient.  This is because obedience proofs your love and love creates an atmosphere of friendship that warrants favor.  When you obey the law of the land, you find favor with the government.  Otherwise, you will be punished and of course ignorance is no excuse for the law.
· True obedience has the qualification that it has to be in the Lord.  This implies that obedience has to be in love as well as in truth.  You cannot fake obedience when you do it in the Lord.  Such obedience is rewarded with longevity of life on earth.  Why do you think many young people die today in the streets of America, especially African American young men and women?  It is due to disobedience and involvement in criminal activities.  The only other alternative to short life in the streets due to disobedience is incarceration.   Obedient citizens are however free to live peaceably wherever and however they wish.  Obedience creates a friendly atmosphere where love can thrive therefore creating Friendship and Favor with God and man.
· The scripture also teach that to obey is better than sacrifices.  No amount of sacrifices can undo the damage that disobedience had already done.  Also, no amount of sacrifices can buy you friendship or get you the favor you would have received if you were obedient.  King Saul lost the friendship and favor of God when he was disobedient and the spirit of God left him.  It is a dangerous thing to be disobedient especially to the Lord.  Not only will you lose your friendship and favor but you will also lose your mind.  When the spirit of God leaves you, you lose your mind and become insane.  This is because those who are obedient to the Lord receive a spirit of love, power and a sound mind, whereas those who are disobedient are full of fear and a reprobate mind.
· Therefore I submit to you that obedience is a prerequisite for creating friendship and favor with God and man.  To create friendship and favor with God and man we must love and remain in love through obedience.  Thus our text for the day began, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you (John 15:9-12, NIV). 
· Jesus was able to create friendship and favor with God (the Father) and man (his disciples) because He was obedient to the Father.  Jesus was obedient even unto death, the death of the cross.  And so He said, “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remained in His love”.  And the joy of obedience is that one remains in love.  In fact we often sing trust and obey, for there is no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. Therefore when you obey, you remain in love and you are joyful.  In fact your joy is complete!  And the command to obey that Jesus is talking about is this: Love each other as He has loved you.
· How did Jesus love you?  The text of the day continued, “Greater love has no one than this: that He lay down His life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command” (John 15:13-14).  Listen to me carefully, friendship and favor is created when you obey to prove your love, especially to God.  When you obey the Lord’s command, then Jesus concludes in today’s text that, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in My name. This is my command: Love each other” (John 15:15-17).  If you obey the Lord’s command to love, you will be creating friendship and favor with God and man otherwise you will not. And for the Father to give you whatever you ask in Jesus’ Name, that is what I call favor.
·   But before you can love Him and love other believers, you have to first know Him and be His friend.  You can know Him and become part of His family by accepting Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.
· If you are here and desire to begin afresh with the Lord by asking Him to be your personal Lord and savior to belong to God and His family, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but have lived disobedient life and now you desire to become faithful and fruitful to God, we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, as well as continue to be a faithful and fruitful to God by proofing your love to Him through obedience, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to consider any of these three alternatives?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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Humility


         Philippians 2:1-11

· We have discussed that love is the key ingredient required for creating friendship and favor with God and man.  God is love and love is God. Obedience is the criteria for measuring the degree of love.  If you love God, you will keep His commands.  His main command is that whoever loves God must love his brother also.  For how can you say you love God, whom you have not seen, when you do not love your brother whom you can see?  If anyone says he loves God yet hates his brother, he/she is but a liar.

· In loving God and your brother/sister, aside from obedience, you need humility.  In fact, humility is the driving force behind obedience.  It is difficult to be obedient if you are not humble.  An arrogant individual is rarely obedient.  Arrogant persons do often not love because they lack the humility to obey the commands of the Lord God. 

· Humility is the attribute that creates room for accepting others into your life, whereas arrogance does not.  Therefore an arrogant person rarely has friends nor does he get favor from others.  And so I submit to you that humility is a necessary attribute for creating friendship and favor with God and man.

· Humility is a learned attribute and behavior of a transformed life.  You were not born with humility.  You were born with an ego.   Ego is the personality of pride that comes from our sinful nature.  Ego is Excluding God Only.  This implies that you have everything except God when you are full of EGO (Excluding God Only).  Whereas, humility is when you exclude everything about self and have God as the central part of your life.  When God is in-charge of your life, you would remain humble because you would realize how awesome God is and you are just pleased to be obedient to his commands.  God’s commands are all about love; that you love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength as well as love your neighbor as yourself.  Essential then for building or creating friendship and favor with God and man is developing a relationship governed by humility on your part.

· Whenever you enter a relationship in humility, it creates friendship and favor with God and man.  Then no sooner than you can imagine you will be exalted to a place and position of great respect by God.  However if you enter relationships full of pride and ego, soon afterwards you will discover that you are reduced to a place and position of disgrace and dishonor.

· Thus Peter admonished, “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’.  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1Peter 5:5b-7, NIV).  As such I submit to you that humility is another important attribute in the equation for creating friendship and favor with God and man.  Humility encourages and gives one comfort in relationships and fellowships that involve Christ Jesus because He epitomizes what humility is all about in creating friendship and favor with God and man.  
· Thus our text for the day begins, “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:1-4, NIV).

· Your attitude in relationships with God and man determines whether you will gain respect or not; and whether you will create friendship and favor with God and man or not.  Thus our text for the day continued to encourage us, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:5-8, NIV).

· The ultimate result of humility is complete obedience to God’s commands that is a proof of your love for Him.  As such God becomes your friend and places you in a position of respect in order that you will have both friendship and favor with God and man.
·  Thus our text for the day concludes, “Therefore God exalted Him (Jesus) to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11, NIV).

· Creating friendship and favor with God and man is all about relationships.  Before you can enter a great horizontal relationship with your fellow man that involves humility, you must first enter into the great vertical relationship with God.  The relationship with God has been made possible through His son Jesus Christ when He humbled Himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!  Because of this act of favor through humility we can become sons and daughters of God.  John the apostle would put it clearly, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13, NIV).
· Therefore we enter into the vertical relationship with God by accepting Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and savior.  And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Faith


Hebrews 11:1-6

· Another key attribute to the equation for creating friendship and favor with God and Man is FAITH (Forsaking All I Trust Him).   We need to add faith to the list of ingredients for creating friendship and favor with God and man in addition to love, obedience and humility.  In fact it is faith in others that allows you to humble yourself and consider others better than yourself.

· Personally, I think of FAITH as an acronym that stands for the phrase “Forsaking All I Trust Him”.  Hence faith is sometimes interpreted as hope or trust. Without faith, therefore, it is impossible to build any relationships, including creating friendship and favor with God and man.  Developing friendships requires trust and so one has to have some faith before daring to be a friend to God as well as to man.  Or else, how can you explain the process of becoming a friend to someone you had never met before?

· The atmosphere of friendship is established through faith.  Then the more you know the person the stronger that faith grows and the stronger your friendship and favor with that person becomes unshaken by any uncertainties that might still exist in the relationship.  This is because faith goes beyond uncertainties and establishes a confidence that no winds of any kind of storm or doubt can shake.

· David had faith in Jonathan to love him more than a brother.  Noah must have had faith in God to obey Him and constructed the Ark as specified by God even when he looked stupid because he was living in a time of drought, in a desert and there was no sea or ocean close by.  He endured all the mockery.  And can you imagine the embarrassment his children and wife endured due to the stares they received from those who walk by.  But faith kept him obedient to God’s commands that he constructed the ark exactly as God commanded.  

· Jesus is our perfect example epitomizing humility.  He made himself to be nothing, taking the form of flesh, considering others better than Himself and surrendering Himself to be obedient to death – even the death of the cross!  He had to have had faith in what the Father was doing and that the Father will not fail or disappoint Him.  At the end of His obedience God exalted Him and gave Him a name above all names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven, and on earth and under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

· Faith is not fate, neither is it foolishness.  There is a thin line between faith and foolishness!  Foolishness is when you see danger and you run into it saying the Lord will deliver you.  Faith is when you believe God to deliver you from any form of danger that may come your way.  And God is not asking us to be foolish but to have faith in Him when creating friendship and favor with God and man.  He requires us to enter such a relationship in faith.  Faith and not foolishness pleases God.  Again, foolishness is seeing danger and yet jumping into it to test the power of God to deliver you, whereas faith is to know for a fact that God is able and capable of delivering you from all harm and danger that comes your way.  And even if He does not deliver you, He is still God with everything under His control because everything works together for good to them who have been the called according to His purpose.  It is usually impossible to please anyone without faith.  Similarly, it is also impossible to make friendship and gain favor from anyone without faith.
· Thus our text for the day began, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  This is what the ancients were commended for” (Hebrews 11:1-2, NIV).  It is not faith when you believe because of what you have seen.  Do you recall that it did not please Jesus when Thomas remarked “My Lord and My God” after seeing the resurrected savior?  Jesus then remarked, “Blessed are those who have not seen yet believed”.  In other words Jesus was saying blessed are the people who have faith.  In fact the reason why some people of old were commended by God and man was because they had faith.  Again, faith is being sure of what you hope for and certain of what you do not see.  Other transliterations of the Bible state that faith is the substance of things hope for and the evidence of things not seen.

· And so our text continued, “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:3-4, NIV).  Do you realize that faith affects how you worship God in giving?  In fact faith determines whether you give tithes and offering or not.  If you have faith in God you will know that all you have belongs to God and when it comes to worship in giving, you bring a tithe of your earning and a generous offering to God.  In other words you bring your best to the Lord as your offering.  Tithe is a tenth of your gross income and offering is whatever else you bring to the Lord in addition to your tithes.  This was what God was pleased with in Abel’s sacrificial offering – he brought his best and offered it to God in faith.  And our text indicated that because of Abel’s faith he offered a better sacrifice than Cain did and as such he was commended as a righteous man.  

· Then our text concludes, “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him (Hebrews 11:5-6, NIV).  You know, faith involves being committed to obeying the command of love and it always results in the commendation of righteousness.  Paul puts it simply to the Romans “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:1-2, NIV).  Our justification is made possible through the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary.  To be justified is to be declared righteous or not guilty and the result is peace with God.  As such a reconciliation or friendship has been established because of faith.  We who were once hostile towards, and enemies of, God are now reconciled to Him by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary.  What a better way to create friendship and favor with God and man – through faith! 
·  You too can have peace with God and declared righteous by getting reconciled to God through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ at Calvary.  You can do so by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come and do so right now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have been an unfaithful servant and ambassador, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to your Lord now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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