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 KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

Matthew 6:8
 We will begin our journey this morning from your scripture theme of 1 Co 8:1-2.  Now this city of Corinth was a bustling seaport in ancient Greece nestled near the famous/infamous cities of Athens, Sparta, Olympia and Cenchrea.  Ancient Greece was home of Aristotle, Plato and Socrates, who had soared in humanity and passed on their legacy some 400-600 years before Christ.  Ancient Greece, still required by so many colleges,, the language of the NT, still cited for its history. In the total context of the scripture, there was a big problem; the best place to buy a good roast or a good steak in Corinth was right next to the idol temples. In these pagan temples, they did like the Jews did in the Old Testament days – they offered living animals as sacrifice. And like the Jews, they reserved some of the meat for the benefit of the priests and also for public sale, so that the best meat market and eating-places were right next door to an idol temple. Another problem in this Roman Empire the deities were gods, but Caesar was lord. Caesar was a man, and yet they called him lord. And here comes Paul preaching Jesus. For Caesar was lord of the Roman world.. But Jesus is the One in charge of events, he is the one through whom all things come, and in him we exist. 

This takes us to the scripture for our subject this morning found in Mt 6:8

“Do not be like them for your father knows what you need before you ask” (amp)

And this theme “Knowledge is Power”

Do not be like them for your father knows what you need before you ask” Yet all throughout human history, the quest for knowledge has been one of the greatest desires, disaster, ambitions and downfalls of the human race.  Down through the ages we have come, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Steel Age, Machine Age, and now the Information Age, where it would appear this quest has reached its zenith, yet I hasten to add this information too is an illusion.  For always the holders of knowledge have been able to rule their lands and people.  In the ancient ages those who knew how to work the various ores and produce metals, guarded their secrets and formed secret societies, guilds to protect their knowledge and pass it on  the elect, the chosen or family. They knew that “Knowledge is Power” (news today)

This was even true in the fields of religion… where secret orders were formed also to guard their secrets and mysteries… listen to the fuss about the DiVinci Code…Opus Day…even in the modern church the words are still there. Open the doors of the church. For some scholars say that the early church was built in such a way that unbelievers would be in the…vestibule the service and especially the Holy Sacrament the Lords Supper, was given behind closed doors.  And only after this was done, would unbelievers then be offered the opportunity to join the church, the usher/guards would hear the words from the pulpit… The doors of the church are open… ….yes “Knowledge is Power”

In fact we do not have to travel very far to prove our point, and for us to see and understand the allure and pitfalls of the thirst for knowledge. Come travel with me on a Spiritual Safari, back to the Garden of Eden.  But I hasten to add, this journey is for Spiritual Explorers, not Spiritual Tourists, one of the problems of the church today, too many tourists, oh look at that………. and not enough explorers, willing…………. Our first stop back in time is Ge 2:15 “And the Lord God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. Verse 16, “And” the Lord God COMMANDED the man, saying of every tree of the garden, thou mayest freely eat! “BUT” of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shall not eat of it, (listen) for in the day thou eatest hereof thou shall surely die!

Now onward we journey to Gen. Chapter 3 verse 4, “And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not surly die. (Even today we are still willing to risk it all) ye shall not surly die. Verse 5 for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as gods knowing GOOD and EVIL!!

Yes right from the start, the human race, has had a thirst, a temptation, try it and see what happens, mentality, fueled by evil old Satan, in his many disguises.  Ever since Adam and Eve the world has been fueled with the quest for ... The battle cry of the ages has been “Knowledge is Power”

But you and I must heed he words of the master” do not be like them, for your father knows what you need before you ask” And he is not talking about education… but confusing the things of this world, with heavenly things.  These words of Christ are echoed in John 5:45. Again the pious religious folks are reminded of who they are dealing with, as he tells them our first point of the morning “But I Know You”

Some minds are asking “How doses he know what you need before you ask” Just like mom, dad, big mama, and papa.  You would ask “how did you know”…because they know you.  I know your : Strengths and weakness, your ups and downs, ins and outs,, likes and dislikes, when your partying, when you are praying, when you are playing. I know you. So be careful about the songs you sing to God, like – I’m yours Lord, everything I’ve got, try me and see, see if I can be…. look out.. Knowledge is Power for he says I know you! I know the secret music that your parents don’t know, 50 cent, tupac, murder Inc, thug time.  I know you in school, on the bus, on the Internet, on the telephone, e-mail, I know you.

We are often asked if we know someone, and if its some down and out person, we will answer, sure he/she aren’t nothing but a drunk, dope head, man chaser, evil, lowdown.. But do we really know them? I doubt it. If we knew them, we would know why they are the way they are. So NO will be my answer, but I know the trials that life can give you, I know how tough life can be, I know how rough the devil can be, and I know that by the Grace of God…

One writer says he who knows another is wise; he who knows himself is enlightened.  The greatest quest of knowledge is to know yourself! Know yourself as God knows you.  Know that you are not your own, you/we were bought with a price… God says I know you - the envelopes that make up you, bones, tissue, muscles, organs, veins, arteries, skin, and hair. I know you, did not he say that even the hairs on your heard are numbered, and here lately he has been calling mine, number…. Jump out…number…. Man knows your appearance, the way you dress, the environments you surround yourself with, your credit report, police report, d&b, fire report, health report, insurance reports, FBI report, NSA report, census the neighborhood were you live, your telephone and cell number, who you call, how long you talk. Yet with all that, they only think they know you. But God says I Know You! Come travel over to the women at the well… The Man you have is not your husband…come drink of this water…. And she went running. Come see a man… Come travel over to the man lying on his mat, not able to walk, Jesus tells him take up your bed and walk! And sin no more… The crown asks him who did sin this man or his father. Jesus says no, only that the glory of God might be shown.

So children of God, be careful for not only does God know you but Satan knows you!!! Listen as he takes Jesus to the temple and told Him, “If thou be the Son of God cast yourself down, for it is written…” Again the 7 sons of Secvea… The demons cried out… Paul we know… Jesus we know… But who are you…?  Listen to the writer of Romans, when I would do good, evil…. Again God asks the Devil, where have you been…. Have you considered my servant Job….Yes “Knowledge is Power” but listen to point number two.

“Who Do You Know?”

Abel thought he knew Cain.  Joseph thought he knew his brothers, be careful, for jealousy is a sinister sin, a silent sin, a sneaky sin, Who Do You Know? People who you thought you knew will surprise you. That child you raised with such loving care gave them everything they ever asked for.  All they had to do was ask, you would do without to please them.  That child, who in your minds eye is still that little loving baby.. Has now turned, turned to crazy and wild actions that seem designed to hurt you… That faithful partner all these years… at the funeral you find out he had two other women and three more children, and they are suing you for the insurance money, tell me “Who Do You Know?” You proclaim.. If only I had known.  If I knew then what I know now…Look at your neighbor.  Ask them do I know you??? Yes I know, but do you really know them!  Even in the best of relationships, there are hidden secret desires and thoughts. And a Christians goal is to seek them out, subdue them, conquer them, while Satan is saying yes, yes, that’s it, think it do it, do it now! Just do it!! If it feels good to you, it’s good for you.. Yes, Satan is a thief, and a long tongue liar and a murderer. He will steal you joy, if you let him.  Oh I was just having a little fun, but now what are the results:

Oh I couldn’t stand the teachers so I dropped out…

It all right to take another drink… DUI, Crash

Its all right to take a puff of this stuff, what will one puff does to you...Junkie, Crack head

Its all right nobody will see us at this motel

It all right, if you love me you will do it, you can’t get pregnant from just one time.. Pregnant, Disease I have who, what AIDS!

Tell me who do you know? The most important person and question, do you know yourself, why are you still so angry, get upset so easily, scream that way, say those things, what fuels your desires, what motivates your actions, is it love, not Eros, not Philos, but Agape.  For Christian Love has God for its primary object. It’s ok to sing There Are Some Things I May not Know….but finish it from the heart… Yes God is Real for I can feel him deep within. Which as we hurry to a close gives us point number three?

WE WANT TO BE GOD’S CHURCH

For in Matthew we learn that to be a church of the true and living God will require more than the pious Jewish deeds of righteousness. Know that the better righteousness for Matthew includes not only a radicalization (a dramatic change) of the Decalogue (10 commandments) and Holiness Code, but also of the Jewish rules of piety that go beyond the Torah.  And what a sharp contrast to the behavior of the hypocrites, you know the synagogue down the street. Hypocrite is a Greek neutral term meaning actor, on who plays a role, wearing a mask.  But here it means those whose outward behavior stands in contrast to their inward disposition!! They assumed a mask of benevolence, but one really concerned with their own glory and the praise of others.  Therefore since prayer is the centerpiece of the Holiness Code and the Better Holiness Code. It is time to depart from the old and engage the new. But if you are going, you must clean up, fix up, that inward disposition.

A called out people know to put their trust in God.  For God is a good God. And he will send you the desires of your heart.  So watch what you pray for, you just might get it.  But if God knows what you need what must we do?

Verse 9 says, first thing we need to do is go to him in prayer.  Not a directing God prayer, a telling God prayer. But humbly, submissively pray. Our father…….

You’ve got to know that he is our father! In this world everything is gone loose.  The now generation, the me generation, the hip hop generation, acts like the heathens of ole. “Eat drink and be merry”…. But the rich man…  Left a reply oh so long ago when he cried, “Oh that I may go back and tell my brothers”.

I tell you KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. Therefore Father I come to thee I know my goals are too short-sighted, my desires are to narrow-minded, my hopes are too shallow, the “me” in the way, blocks the way to you. The path of my life is strewn with my piety, self-righteousness. 

Dr V. Caldwell says, “So prayer becomes an asking, seeking and knocking” Asking is a signing in and registering at Gods court of appeal.  It moves the heart of God. At the same time, having remarkable effects upon the petitioner… as he realizes Gods blessings are given as a result of Gods mercy, compassion and love.  The Doorbell is a asking, the follow thru is seeking, which is a asking with passion, intensify and fervor. “Like putting a little hot sauce on it!!. You have seen it in scripture. The case is stated then in the next stanza it is repeated and enlarged upon.  This seeking and asking are foundations of our faith.  There we begin to work on the situation. And enter into the kind of atmosphere in which God likes to do his work, asking makes the motion for God to bless us, and seeking puts a second to the motion.  Now we are ready for the completing of the transaction.  The knocking is a third time kind of thing.  They did it to get what they asked for, but they got something better.  Paul got the sedation of grace, (for his thorn in the flesh), Jesus got the strength to bear the cross and because of this he purchased our salvation. So we continue knocking with spiritual tenacity, like Jacob. I will not let you go…… Jesus what man is there of you, when if his son asks for bread will he give him a stone.  

Something better… for I was looking for a way out, but you knew me and gave me a way up.

Something Better, Someone was looking for a job, but he knew what you needed before you asked, and gave you a career.

Something better, someone was looking for a date, but he knew you, and he gave you a lifelong spouse, for he knows them also!!

Do you see what I mean…? Someone came to church today looking for something, But God… I told you Knowledge is Power, I told you Jesus knows you, and I asked who you know. 

And someone cried, I know that I know that someone has died, died for me. On an old rugged cross, blood streaming down, wounded in his side, he died…. But early……………………………….

There are some things I may not know……


· Remember you can know God.  This is a personal relationship that starts with you asking Jesus Christ in faith to be your Lord and savior. And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus and have somehow gone astray but now desire to make a change and be reconnected to God, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy a healthy spiritual heart and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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 Fasting


   Matthew 6:16-18

· Fasting will be the third act of righteousness that we shall focus on.  Fasting is more than just skipping meals.  Fasting as an act of righteousness is always done in conjunction with prayers.  In fact, fasting and prayers are inseparable twin avenues to tap into God’s abundant resources of power and inner strength for ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

· Therefore I submit to you that the motive for fasting, just like for prayers, is what matters most.  This is because the motive determines whether God will honor your fast or not and whether your fast is an act of righteousness or an act of wickedness.

· People who diet sometimes skip meals.  This is not fasting because the ultimate focus is on self.  Fasting involves denying yourself of anything that you so much desire in order to be liberated from it and show your gratitude towards God.  Fasting, especially with abstinence from food, makes you realize how frail a human life is and shift your attention from self-centeredness and selfishness to Christ-centeredness with consequent ramifications of relationships of interdependence on other Christians and dependence on God.

· As followers of Jesus Christ, Christians are His dependants.  At one point in time during the earthly ministry of Jesus, he was questioned as why His followers (disciples) did not fast.  His response was there would come a time when fasting will be a necessity not an option.  Now listen to what the scriptures say about this scenario, ‘Then John's disciples came and asked him, "How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?’ Jesus answered, ‘How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast’” (Matthew 9:14-15).  The implication in this scripture is that the disciples or followers of Jesus Christ would fast when He was no longer with them physically.

· Therefore I want to suggest to you that fasting is a necessity for every Christian who desires to live and act right, and enjoy being an ordinary man that does extraordinary things.  No wonder Jesus remarked in Mark 9:29, “This kind can come out only by prayer and fasting”.  This remark was in response to a question the disciples had ask Him as to why they could not drive out a spirit that had robbed a man’s son of speech.  The boy was dumb!  From this incidence we can deduce that fasting in conjunction with prayer builds up faith in Christians for taping into God’s power to do extraordinary things even though we are ordinary men.

· Fasting as an act of righteousness therefore is capable of humbling Christians and aiding them to tap from God’s power to do extraordinary things.  And so Christians do not fast to look miserable and pitiful so that everyone would recognize that they are fasting.  Rather, fasting is to be done as an act of righteousness.  And when Christians have the right motives for fasting and praying, they can hear clearly from the Holy Spirit of God. For example, Acts 3:1-3 reads, “In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off”.

· Thus our text for the day reads, “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:16-18).  Here again, Christ is instructing that the motive of fasting determines whether it is an act of righteousness or wickedness.  Further, Isaiah 58 is explicit concerning what our motive for fasting should be.

· At this juncture, however, let me suggest to you that fasting is a very important associate of prayer in Christian living.  This is because fasting brings the flesh under subjection and enables Christians to pray effectively.  Fasting truly enables the Christian to bring the flesh and its appetites under control and allows the spirit to connect with God’s Spirit in prayer.  Paul in 1Corinthians 9:27 said, “No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize”.  Fasting will beat your body and bring it under subjection of the spirit.  Fasting therefore gives you dominion and/or victory over sin as you delve into God’s resources of power and inner strength to live the Christian life successful.  Jesus when being tempted received God –given dominion while He fasted 

· Fasting and prayers bring about revival.  Listen to the prophet Joel in the following verses concerning fasting, prayers and revival: “Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly.  Summon the elders and all who live in the land to the house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD” (Joel 1:14).  “Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, and call a sacred assembly” (Joel 2:15).  “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams; your young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.   And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls” (Joel 2:28-32).

· Since fasting is a necessity not an option for Christians, I also want to suggest to you that before you start fasting examine your motive as follows:

· Is God leading me into this fast?

· Do I have the right motives?

· What is/are the specific need(s) for which I am fasting?

· What are the results that I am expecting?

· Will I be ministering to the Lord during my fast?  (see Acts 13:2)

· Also, you need to know that there are three kinds of fasting mentioned in the Scripture:

· Fasting because of Crisis.  This type of fast is usually for 3 days.  “Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: ‘Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish’"  (Esther 4:15-16).  “For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything” (Acts 9:9).

· Partial fast for revelation.  This type of fast usually extend for several days at a times or done frequently until results are obtained.  Daniel 10:3 reads, “I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over”.  “I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked (2Corinthians 11:27).  “He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance” (Acts 10:10).

· Fasting for dominion:  This is always for 40 days.  You have to be very sure God is leading you into such a fast.  This kind of fast is never for personal needs but for the purpose of changing a nation or the world.  In the Scripture, there are four individuals who fasted for dominion:

· Moses (Deuteronomy 9:9)

· Joshua (Exodus 24:13-18)

· Elijah (I King 19:7-18)

· The Lord Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)

· You see then that fasting is an act of righteousness as it transforms you from self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness with the relationships of interdependence on other Christians and dependence on God for dominion over the flesh and sin.

· This special relationship between you and other Christians and between you and God begins when you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and you are determined as from today to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth to walk in the Truth and in love; we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  If so, why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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Which Way Are You Going?
    Joshua 24:14-15

· The theme “Which Way Are You Going?” suggests to me that you are or have been presented with a choice to make.  It is like you have come to a crossroad or a fork in your path and you have to decide which way you need to take to avoid getting lost. 

· And sure enough this generation is being enticed by many luring ways of life that seem right to a man with the exception that the ends thereof are ways of destruction.  Young people, you are constantly being presented with alternative lifestyles (Gays and Lesbians lifestyle), drugs and alcohol, pornography and sex outside marriage boundaries, as well as deception and enticement into big-time debts through credit cards usage.  Sometimes we want to live like the Jones’, while we do not how they got their resources.  As such the ways that are presented to us become traps for physical imprisonment as well as spiritual imprisonment of your souls.

· Therefore to make wise and informed decision to avoid choosing the wrong ways, you need wisdom.  Wisdom helps you to make great choices from the alternatives presented to you.  Wisdom is not common sense either because common sense is not always common.  Wisdom involves the application of acquired information that has been understood.  And this is a heart issue.

· A physical heart that is in poor condition makes the whole body unhealthy.  Similar a spiritual heart in poor spiritual condition makes the whole life unhealthy.  A spiritual heart fed with unhealthy diet makes the whole person sick spiritually.  This is because the knowledge you feed you yourself with does influence the health status of you spiritual heart.  And that is why we have a lot of people acting foolish in the Church in this generation because their spiritual hearts are sick. 

· As to which way you are going, it is a matter of the heart.  Therefore the Scripture instructs us in Proverbs 4:23 “Guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life”.   What does this mean?  It simple implies that if you pollute your heart your whole life will be polluted.  A polluted heart means the heart is diseased.  And of course a disease heart implies death is on it way sooner than expected.

· However if your spiritual heart is kept pure and protected from any filth, then your life will be pure, righteous, and upright thereby enabling you to fulfill your purpose for existence that is pleasant to God.  Ecclesiastes 11:9 read, “Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth.  Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment”.  So the ways you choose to follow is a heart thing.  But how do you guard your heart from pollution so that you can follow the right way?  It is by guarding the main gates to your heart.

· Let me suggest to you that there are three main gates through which the gods of this world will pollute your spiritual hearts.  These are the eyes, the ears and the mouth gates.

· Please allow me for a brief moment to educate you on these gates because true knowledge can make your spiritual hearts healthy.

· The eye gate: God has given you two eyes to see, observe (or look), admire, study (or read) with them to gain knowledge that will guide you in choosing which way you are to take in this life.  Improper use of the eyes leads to destruction.  Therefore let me ask you, how are you using your eyes?  Be careful how you use your eyes.  The books you read, like Harriet Porter and the DiVinci Codes are demonic and carry demonic spirits that can possess you.  Several romantic novels carry the spirit of sexual immorality that can possess you.  What about the TV programs –movies, and ads that are full of erotic scenes and pornography?  What are your eyes seeing? What you see and keep watching affect your heart in terms of what you know, understand and apply in life and practice as a habit.   I can tell that some of you have been watching MTV and BET, those two stations, among many others, are destroying many black folks as well as your life.

· The ears gate: Similar to the eyes God has given you two ears to hear and listen to the truth that will guide you through life.  What are your ears hearing or listening to?  This is another gate through which the gods of this world can pollute your heart.  What kind of music are you listening?  Now don’t get me wrong, all types of music are good and they soothe the soul with different types appealing to different people differently.  The music is good but what make it nasty are the lyrics (words).  Therefore the type of lyrics you listen to can pollute your heart.   Pretty soon before you know it what your eyes see and what your ears hear affect what your mouth speaks.

· The mouth gate:  Whereas the eyes and ears gates are the inlet gates to the heart, the mouth is the outlet gate from the heart.  Notice that God has given you two eyes and two eyes but one mouth.  However, it is unfortunate that some of us speak twice as we hear or observe.  It should be the other way around.  The mouth is for communication in addition to feeding.  If your heart has been polluted through the inlet gates (eyes and ear), no sooner shall we know because, the outlet gate (the mouth) will communicate it. The computer adage “Garbage in, garbage out” is certain true in this context.   If all you have been seeing and hearing is corrupt, nasty and ugly attitudes, guess what you will communicate – the same!  

· However, I have some good news for you today that even if you had been seeing, hearing and speaking the ugly stuff – sin, but you decide today to choose Jesus and the knowledge of the truth to control the processes in your heart, your heart will become healthy.  With a healthy spiritual heart you will be wise in choosing what you see, hear and speak.  This is because if you choose Jesus and the truth of His word, He will order your steps in His word, He will show you how to walk in His word and He will teach how to talk in His word.  As such you will not choose the way that seems right unto man yet the end thereof is the way of destruction. 

· If your spiritual heart is diseased already because you did not guard your heart from pollution, the remedy is to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior.  Then He will heal your heart of all the sin-sick diseases.  He will teach you what to see that will not pollute your heart.  He will teach you how to hear what will not pollute your heart. He will also teach you how to talk and how to walk in His word that is free of pollution.

· Therefore you have to be aware that it is matter of choice by you.  You can choose the Lord and His way that leads to eternal life or you can reject it and fail to guard your heart from pollution and follow the devil and His ways that seem right to man and their ends are destruction.  The choice is yours.  You must choose either by choice or by default.  The choice you make today will affect the condition of your heart for eternity.   So the best time to choose is now.  There is urgency because it is a matter of the heart and eternity.  No wonder Joshua knew the gravity of this choice that he challenged the Israelites to make their choice as to who they will serve, but as for him and his household, they will serve the Lord.  Now don’t follow other people blindly because God has given you some insight today.  Listen to the challenge from our text, “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24: 14-15).

· The challenge for you today is

· To fear (revere) the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness

· To throw away your gods (all the things that you have allowed through the gates of your heart to pollute it and they are now controlling you) that prevent you from serving only the Lord God.

· Now is the day for you to choose whom you will serve for the rest of you life, but as for me, and my household we will serve the Lord.

· As we close I challenge you: Is there any one, young or old, that is bold to say no to his or her ways and say yes to the Lord.  Jesus said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man comes to the father except by Me” (John 14:6).  Which way are you going?  Is there any that will say to me tonight, Pastor Datiri, I am forsaking my ways and choosing the Lord to follow Him for the rest of my life?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  We invite those who want to come as candidates for baptism, those who are rededicating their lives to the Lord and those who are looking for a Church home. And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?

ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

JUNE 18, 2006
         
  Fathers Give Good Gifts

      
 Matthew 7:9-12

· Acts of righteousness would always follow one when he acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.  Without being in Christ it is difficult, if not impossible, to have the ability to offer acts of righteousness.  This is because the driving forces for righteousness are love and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Moreover, acts of righteousness cause one to move from self-centeredness and selfishness to Christ-centeredness with the accompanied relationships of interdependence on other Christians and total dependence on God.  

· On this Father’s Day (and I wish all fathers a happy one) our focus on acts of righteousness is “Fathers Give Good Gifts”.  And Christians do depend totally on God because He is their righteous Father who knows how to give good gifts to His children.

· The Scripture informs us “Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created” (James 1:16-18).   His gifts to us are sacrificial to teach fathers that the act of giving themselves to their children is an act of righteousness.  For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).  And 1 John 3:16 adds, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers”.

· Therefore I want to suggest to you that when fathers offer themselves sacrificially to their children, what it entails is that you are essentially giving them life!  God our heavenly Father gives birth to us through the word of truth, that we might become a kind of firstfruits of all He created.  Thus without a father, it is impossible for a child to be born.  Likewise there is need for a mother.  Adam and Steve cannot bring about the birth of a child; neither can Ann and Eve.  So forget about all the hype about alternative lifestyles that encourage gay and lesbian practices.  For the only exception where a mother has born a child without a man to father such is the case of the virgin birth of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ because He is God incarnate in human form to redeem man from the power of sin and death.

· All children are conceived and born by women after the fathers had placed their seeds into the woman.  Therefore I submit to you that the first good gift a father gives to his child is the give of life.    Other good gifts follow as you interact with the child.

· A few weeks ago, I read the report on the sixth National Survey of Family Growth by the National Center on Health Statistics.  This report had some significant encouraging findings concerning fathers between the ages of 16 to 44 years old.  An overwhelming 94% of men with children within this age bracket said that being parents was worth it.  And among these fathers those who live with their children, 74% of them feed their children or eat meals with them everyday.  Other statistics revealed that 81% of those who live with their children play with them daily, and 52% of them help bathe, dress and/or diaper their young children everyday.  The study also showed that involving in the life of their children daily gave these fathers a great level of satisfaction.  This report sounds great for nucleus families with a father present.  But there are many nucleus families with absentee fathers and single mothers are raising the children.  This is where I challenge you faithful fathers to have compassion on the fatherless and lead them to God because in Him “the fatherless find compassion (Hosea 14:3)”.  Therefore, I want to suggest to you that the second good gift that a father can give his children, or other children that are not his, after the gift of life is the gift of compassion or agape (sacrificial) love.

· Also, allow me to suggest that the third good gift a father can give his children is a legacy to follow.  Thus, fathers you must be good mentors or role models for your children.  Your children watch and listen to you actively or passively.  They are like sponges soaking up all what they hear you say and see you do.  Your actions and words enter the gateways of their eyes and ears into their hearts influencing their whole lives.  This is why the scripture say “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

· Therefore I submit to you this Father’s Day that the kind of father you are determines what you children will become unless the divine intervention of God occurs.  For instance, if a father is a drunk, guess what his children will likely be – drunks!  If he disrespects women, his sons will likely disrespect women and his daughters would likely marry men who disrespect women.  And if he is righteous and respectful to women, his sons will likely be righteous and respect women, and his daughters will likely marry men that are righteous and respectful to women.  So, fathers it is important and very imperative for you to realize the impact you make in determining the destiny of your children cannot be overemphasized.

· Also, I plead with the sisters to let the brothers be the leaders that they should be in the home.  Do not relegate these men or reduce them to doormats in the house that they cannot influence the destiny of their children through sound doctrine, discipline and mentoring.  Allow the brothers to become true fathers to their children to give them good gifts rather that just service bulls to you.  And fathers please give good gifts to your children because such are acts of righteousness.  Do not be foolish in your gifts to your children by showing them bad and wrong examples for living.

· Thus the text for the day states, “"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!  So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:9-12).

· The greatest principle of life’s journey is that in everything do to others what you would have them do to you.  This is commonly known as the golden rule.  And how I wish fathers would be role models in the golden rule!  For acts of righteousness begin with attempts to sustain the golden rule, which is only possible after establishing a relationship with God, our heavenly Father, who knows how to give good gifts to His children.  Your acceptance of the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary and acknowledging Him as your personal Lord and savior can establish this unique relationship of son and father relationship with God.  Then the Holy Spirit will empower you through love to do the acts of righteousness.  
· Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, so as to do the acts of righteousness, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler so as to continue your worship and fellowship to please God.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, the one who reconciles us to God, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

June 25, 2006


Laying Up Your Treasures


Matthew 6:19-23

· Our next act of righteousness is laying up your treasures in heaven.  Treasures are valuable commodities that we do not want anything harmful to happen to them.  These treasures may not necessarily be monetary.  In fact we spend tons of money sometimes to acquire the commodities or treasures that we value the most.  However, there are other commodities that we treasure that we cannot put monetary values on them and so they cannot be purchase with money.  Attributes of love, peace, joy, patience, goodness, etc. cannot be bought with money.  A special treasure that money cannot buy is faith in the truth of the word of God.

· Therefore I want to suggest to you that whenever you have some treasure, you better keep it safe from destruction by rust, moths, or fire, or from being stolen by thieves.  You want to store it up in a safe.  When your treasure is safe, your mind is at peace and sound.  This is because the issue of treasure is a matter of the heart.  For where your treasure is, there also is your heart.  Therefore store (lay) up the treasure of God’s word in your heart. 

· A heart guarded with the truth of God’s word is a pure heart that does acts of righteousness.   Such a heart is obedient to the statutes, precepts, decrees and the commands of the Lord. Now listen to what the Psalmist said, “Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD.  Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.  They do nothing wrong; they walk in his ways.  You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.  Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!  Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all your commands.  I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws.  I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me” (Psalms 119:1-8).  

· Concerning a pure heart the Psalm further wrote, “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word.  I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you” (Psalms 119:9-11).  Later in this same number of Psalms, it reads  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws.  I have suffered much; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.  Accept, O LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me your laws.  Though I constantly take my life in my hands, I will not forget your law.  The wicked have set a snare for me, but I have not strayed from your precepts. Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.  My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end” (Psalms 119:105-112).

· The prophet Malachi saw it slightly different from another perspective and he wrote, "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.  Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD Almighty.  But you ask, 'How are we to return?'  Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the LORD Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit, says the LORD Almighty.  Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land, says the LORD Almighty” (Malachi 3:6-12).

· Therefore I want to make a proposition to you today that laying up treasure in heaven is a matter of the heart and how willing you are to obey the statutes, precepts, decrees and command of the Lord.  This is because usually there is a conflict whenever you attempt to place your trust and serve money and God at anytime.  On our dollar bills we have the inscription, “In God We Trust”.  Apparently for most persons the dollar bills are what they trust rather than God.  As such some people put it in the bank to keep their money safe.  But we have seen bank robbers stealing such money.  Other people have tried to be more sleek, especially senior citizens, by hidden money in various places in their homes (especially under their sofas and in their mattresses) so as to qualify for Medicaid.  Such treasures end up stolen, rotting or eaten by moths and/or destroyed by rust. 

· Thus our text for the day reads, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!   No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:19-24)

· When you lay the treasure of God’s word in your heart and you are faithfully living obediently to it, in essence you are laying up your treasure in heaven.  Now one strong gateway through which true information (the word of God) to get stored up in your heart is the eye.  No wonder Jesus said the eye is the lamp of the body because with the eyes you can get the truth into your heart.  Paul said, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth (2Timothy 2:15).  This means you have to study the word and in studying you use your eyes.  In studying the word too, you hide His word in your own heart that you may not sin against Him.  Then living obediently to His word brings about in fruition the acts of righteousness.  The eye therefore is the lamp of the body as it is used in studying the word of which the Psalmist expressed that it is a lamp to his feet and a light to his path.  Without the truth of God’s word it is impossible to lay up your treasure in heaven.  Your treasure will be about money, which you will trust and serve more than God; for you cannot serve both God and money.  It is definitely conflicting to trust and serve God and money at anytime.  You must make a choice to treasure God and His word in your heart more than money.  Your choice determines your devotion in laying up your treasure in heaven, which is an act of righteousness. Then your treatment of men made in God’s image will be right as you invest in their precious lives and so lay up treasure for yourself in heaven.  This is an act of righteousness – because you care to invest in other people’s life just as Jesus invested His life for yours!  It is all about building eternal relationships!!
· As we close this wonderful worship experience, won’t it be great for you to know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior and trust Him completely so that both your money and your life would be safe?  It is a matter of choice to lay up treasures in heaven or not, but it starts by choosing Jesus Christ to be your Lord and personal savior.  Therefore if you are here and want to accept Jesus Christ and His finished redemptive work of salvation at Calvary, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus and for some strange reasons you strayed away from Him, but now you desire to be restored into a healthy relationship with Him and other believers, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to grow in your worship and to serve God faithfully in a healthy relationship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us about it at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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