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 Choose Your Gates Wisely


   Matthew 7:13-14

· In our series on Acts of Righteousness our next focus on today is “Choosing your Gates Wisely”. Why is choosing your gates wisely an act of righteousness?  Again, the motive of your choice determines how wise your decision is as to which gate you enter.

· In life you are exposed to several gates but in all can be narrowed down to two types of gates: the wide gate that leads to a broad road and the small gate that leads to the narrow road.  The gate you choose to enter also determines the path you follow as well as your destiny.  

· Spiritually the wide gate implies where the crowd is and where peer pressures influence your decisions.  The narrow gate is where you consciously depend on God to guide your decision-making.

· The wide gate always leads to a broad road.  Here the traffic is easier and smoother with everyone compromising to please everyone.  No one has guts to stand for righteousness. Therefore everyone does everything that seems right in his or her own eyes.  This is tragic because many people do find this gate and are on this broad road that leads to destruction.  There are no caution or danger signs on this broad road.  It is a free way because everyone does what is right in his or her eyes.  This is the way that seems right onto a man but the end thereof is the way of destruction.

· Unfortunately, even church members prefer to go through this wide gate because it is easy to find.  Once they go through this wide gate, they throw discipline out through the window and go for a free spin on the broad road that appears harmless.  Let me warn you that the end result of such free spins is destruction.   The destiny of indiscipline for anyone is destruction.

· However, there is another gate that is small.  It is so small and it leads to a narrow path that only a few persons can find.  Without discipline it is impossible to stay on course. It is full of challenges and discouragements, as everyone tends to oppose your progress on this road.  It requires plenty of faith to stay on course.  You have to have enough guts to say no to the tempting circumstances and conditions that lure people easily from staying on course.  But this small gate with its narrow road leads to life.  Anyone who truly finds it finds abundant as well as eternal life.

· No wonder the scriptures warn strongly that one must strive spiritual to stay on this narrow road that lead to life.  In fact it is the only way that leads to life.  Many are quick to tell you that there are many ways that can lead you to God.  But Jesus stressed, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man comes to the Father except by me” (John 14:6).

· Someone may say or think in their mind, “preacher, why are you so dogmatic?”  The truth is that the truth has to be told.  The truth is the same yesterday, today and forever.  It never changes with time or space.  Therefore, I submit to you that Jesus is the gate to eternal life and Christianity is the way of life back to God.  There is no other way by which we can be saved.

· The physician, Dr. Luke writes, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to” (Luke 13:24).  The acts righteousness requires that you choose this narrow gate wisely and make every effort to stay on course.  And the Apostle Paul admonishes, “Whatever happens to you, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  Also, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:10-14).   And the writer of Hebrews added, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.  And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: ‘My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son’” (Hebrews 12:1-6).

· Therefore allow me to suggest to you that you must choose your gate for this pilgrim’s journey wisely.  You must understand that there will be temptations, hindrances, sin that so easily entangles and discouragements to stay on course on the narrow road.  But you must endure and walk by faith and not by sight because it requires discipline to stay on course on this narrow road that leads to life.  For, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) and “there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time” (1Timothy 2:5-6).

· Thus our text for the day reads, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 6:13-14).

· You see then that choosing your gate wisely is an act of righteousness because in Christ you are declared righteous.  And when you choose to enter the small gate to eternal life through Jesus Christ and walk in Him by faith and with discipline, you will be able to do the acts of righteousness because you have been declared righteous.  Thus the scripture declare, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God will forgive you all yours sin and cleanse you from all unrighteousness.  I repeat, you are declared righteous when you accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior and His finished work on Calvary, and you will be given the right to be a child of God and become a brother or sister to other Christians with God as our Father.  In this relationship you learn to move from selfishness and self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness with subsequent interdependence on other Christians and total dependence on God to keep you on course in this pilgrim journey on the narrow road.

·  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and you are determined as from today to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth to walk in the Truth and in love; we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  If so, why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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     What are your fruits?

Matthew 7:15-23

· The next act of righteousness that we shall focus on is fruit bearing.  The key questions to ask are: What are your fruits like?  Are they good fruits or bad fruits?  The fruits you bear are a mark of your Christian maturity.  In fact, your fruits is the sum total of your character.  Fruit bearing of excellent character is an act of righteousness.  Building excellent reputation may not necessarily be an act of righteousness.  It could or may possibly be an act of wickedness, but building excellent character is an act of righteousness.

· Allow me for a moment to clarify between reputation and character.  Reputation is what your make other belief you are.  Character is what and who you truly are.  Therefore let me suggest to you that in fruit bearing aim at building an excellent character rather than just a reputation.  If you build an excellent character, you will have an excellent reputation.  However, if you just build an excellent reputation, you may not necessarily have an excellent character.  Your character is the sum total of your habits.  Therefore do not be concerned about someone ruining your reputation if you character is excellent.

· This is why fruit bearing as a Christian is essential, especially when you bear the fruit of righteousness that exhibits your character as a child of God.  This is what John the Baptist referred to when he said, “Produce fruit in keeping with your repentance” (Matthew 3:8).

· Fruit bearing requires sowing seed, people to cultivate the field and the soil or environment for the plant to grow.  Similarly, the Word of God (Truth), people, and your environment all work together to mold your Christian character.  In reality, the people you hang around, the places you go and whether you practice the truth or not, all together shape up your character.

· Your character, and not your reputation, identifies you.  A wolf in sheep’s clothing is still a wolf.  Its reputation is that it is a sheep but its character proves it to be a wolf. You may act like a Christian but it is your character, not your reputation that proves that you are a Christian.

· Thus our text for the day began, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them. James the Apostle asked the question, “My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?” (James 3:12). And so I ask you this day: Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  Our text for the day the continued, “Every good tree bears good fruit, whereas a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7:15-20). 

· Therefore be careful about who you hang around.  The text warns, “Watch for the false prophets because they come in sheep clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves”.  And if you are a sheep hanging around wolves, be assured they will devour you!  Therefore I warn you to be careful of the crowd you keep.  Bad company spoils good morals.  And don’t you remember how the scriptures have already warned Christians that in the last days, there will be many false prophets?   The company you keep will definitely influence your character.  This is because false prophets are known through the fruits that they bear.  Or have you ever seen anyone picking grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit neither can a bad tree bear good fruit.  Bearing good fruits is an act of righteousness whereas bearing bad fruit is an act of wickedness.  Whatever the case, you will be identify by the fruit you bear and such represent your character.

· The Word of God is the good seed that will produce good fruit.  However, it is very important to have good Christians around you to cultivate a mature Christian character.  The environment or the places you go do matter much in your character development.  All your circumstances, conditions and/or situations contribute immensely in shaping your character.  Listen to the encouragement Paul gave to the Christians at Rome, “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:3-5).  Christians, sufferings are part of the process in producing excellent character.  Therefore do not avoid or evade suffering or you will not mature spiritually and not produce fruits.  And without fruits worthy of your repentance and producing an excellent character that reflects Jesus Christ, you will not enter the kingdom of God.

· Our text for the day then concludes with a strong warning that your reputation does not really matter compared to your character when it comes to kingdom matters.  Listen to what it says, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

· The type of fruits your bear determine your character as well as your destiny.  When you do the will of God, you will be developing a godly character and the Holy Spirit will assist you by giving you hope that does not disappoint because God has poured His love through the Holy Spirit into your heart.  But you cannot have the Holy Spirit in your heart as the resident technician unless you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.

· And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and now you are determined to start rebuilding your godly character as from today, you too, we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  If so, why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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  How are you building?

      
 Matthew 7:24-29

· The next act of righteousness is building.  The resources of building have been made available to you.  The question is how are you building?  I am well informed that building is an art that requires great and special skills.  Therefore, you do not build anyhow or else your building may not last very long.  The existing duration of your building depend on the strength and quality of your building materials.  If you desire a strong building, you must use strong and solid materials.  And of course, a solid foundation and strong cornerstone are a pre-requisite for a building that will last long.

· I am reminded of what Paul instructed the Christians at Corinth in regards to building on a solid foundation he had already laid as a skillful builder.  Listen to what he said, “For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames” (1Corinthians 3:9-15).

· In fact a foundation, especially the cornerstone, is the main support for a building.  Hence, you would always lay your foundation on a solid ground, preferably on a solid rock.  This is why building constructors will always dig to lay foundations.  A weak foundation will always result in a collapsed building.  Likewise the building materials have to be solid for the building to withstand the environmental elements.  Thus a firm building is made of solid rocks.

· The Apostle Peter fully understood the building process that he use the analogy of building to describe the character building of a church likening individual believers as living stones which are being built into a spiritual house.  Please listen carefully to what he wrote, “As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him — you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For in Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame’ (Isaiah 28:16).  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone (or cornerstone)’ (Psalm 118:22) and, ‘a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall’ (Isaiah 8:14).  They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for” (1Peter 2:4-8). 

· Here, Peter helps us to understand that the cornerstone is very important in constructing a building.  Therefore in building Christian character, the cornerstone, Jesus Christ, the truth and obedience to this truth is imperative.   Similarly we have already seen Paul communicating to the Corinthians the same imperativeness of the cornerstone and solid foundation in building.  Therefore, I submit to you that building your Christian character on Jesus Christ, the solid foundation and the cornerstone, is an act of righteousness.  The foundation and the cornerstone must be solid in a building as the truth of God’s word is solid as a rock.  This is because the truth never changes.  Yesterday, today and forever, the truth is the truth.  And if you obey the truth, then you are building your Christian character on the rock of your salvation – Jesus Christ.

· Thus our text for the day began, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash" (Matthew 7:24-27).  It is great to hear the word of God but it is beneficial to practice it because it translates to wisdom from obeying it as acts of righteousness.  And anyone who hears His word and practices it acquires wisdom to build excellent Christian character that reflects Jesus Christ.  Such kind of character withstands and withers the storms of life.  In fact the storms of life will magnify the beauty of such an excellent character.  However, if we His word but do not practice it, it amounts to folly and acts of wickedness that are gear to just building reputations.  But reputations crumble down during storms of life whereas character does not. 

· Then our text for the day concludes with statements about how the teaching of Jesus was different from that of the teachers of the law.  It reads, “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:24-29). Jesus’ teaching was full of boldness, power, authority and truth.  Therefore if you know the truth, the truth will set you free so that you can become a living stone and be built into a spiritual house with other believer on the solid foundation, even Jesus Christ.

· Therefore you can be part of the spiritual house at Mt Traveler if you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior and become a living stone.  You cannot build a Christ-like character unless you have accepted the truth and you are practicing it.  Jesus said, I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except by me.

·  Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have been disobedient to His word and now you desire to come back to Him so as be wise in building Christ-like character, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you and also urge you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ at Mt. Traveler so as to continue your worship and fellowship to please God.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, the one who reconciles us to God, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

July 23, 2006


      Fellowship


Acts 2:42-47

· Fellowship is an act of righteousness because it is supported and blessed by God’s presence. The Scriptures declared in Mathew chapter 20, “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20).

· Fellowship is the act of believers coming together to share and care for one another and display the attributes of God as they interact showing interdependency on one another and total dependence on God.  Therefore within a fellowship your faith would be cultivated into a godly Christ-like character but at the same time this godly character would be tested.  As such the writer of Hebrews admonishes all believers, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). This verse in Hebrews reminds believers that fellowship is essential in preparing us for the second coming of Christ “as the Day is approaching” so as to be ready to inherit eternal life.

· John the beloved in his first epistles similarly informs us that fellowship involves sharing our testimonies with other believers for the purposes of confessing and repenting of our sins, forgiving each other, and offering and receiving forgiveness so that we may inherit eternal life and enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son.  Listen to what John wrote in the first chapter of this first epistle, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to make our joy complete.  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1John 1:1-9).

· John also informed us that fellowship involves abiding in Christ, and He in us, as believers for the purpose of fruit bearing.  In the process of fulfilling the purpose of fruit bearing, we have to be pruned to get rid of bad habits and encourage excellent character development.  Thus John wrote of what Jesus said about fellowship and abiding in Him as follows: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you!  Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this: that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  This is my command: Love each other (John 15:1-17).  Aside from fruit bearing, friendship, love and obedience, and consequently passion and compassion are cultivated through fellowships.

· In our text for the day, the Physician, Dr. Luke reports an example of an excellent Christian fellowship that existed in the early Church and among believers.  He writes: “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42-47)

· Allow me to suggest to you that true genuine fellowship involves devotion to the apostles’ teaching, the breaking of bread and prayers on a daily basis.  True fellowship is a daily affair.  It involves walking with the Lord and gathering together with other believers on a daily basis.  As such you cannot abide in Christ for a season and then forsake Him for another season.  It is impossible to have an excellent fellowship like that.  You will either be in fellowship or out of it.  And each time you are out of fellowship with God, you are definite out of fellowship with other believers.  Therefore being out of fellowship with other believers is a clear indication that you are out of fellowship with the Father and the Son.  And most of the time when you are out of fellowship with God you put up a front and act independently and tell other believers that you are independent.  You then tell everyone, “I feel and think independently now, therefore let everyone leave me alone after all it is my own life”.   No! It is not your own life; it is God’s life!

· Now whenever you start to feel and think you are independent of other believers and God, you are inviting trouble and misery to yourself.  Abraham tried it when he evaded fellowship with God and thought he could independently device his plan of survival in Egypt by telling a lie that Sarah was his sister.  His plans failed.  However, God was merciful on him.  David too tried it by devising his independent plan to conceal adultery, murder and covetousness when he took Uriah’s wife.  It did not work and he had to cry out to God, “take not your Holy Spirit from me”, “create in me a clean heart, o God”, “and renew a right spirit within me”, and then culminated by saying, “restore to me the joy of my salvation”.  Therefore, let me suggest to you that when you fall out of fellowship, you loose the joy of your salvation, your heart becomes harden and full of unclean thoughts, and you are controlled by another spirit because God would have taken His Holy Spirit from you.

· Let me ask are you out of touch and out of fellowship with God and other believers?  I suggest that you cry out to God like David did requesting that God restores the joy of your salvation, create a clean heart in you and renew a right spirit within you, and plead with God not to take His Holy Spirit from you.  This process is commonly known as repentance and it begins with confession of your sin.  The scriptures say if we say we have not sinned, the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Once we get rid of sin through confession and repentance, then we begin to walk in the light and our fellowship with the Father and the Son as well as with fellow believers is restored.  And if you have never accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, all you need is to do so and you will enter into this sweet fellowship.  And in this fellowship you become fruitful as you invest in other people’s life with passion and compassion.  This is an act of righteousness – because you care to invest in other people’s life just as Jesus invested His in yours!  It is all about building eternal relationships!!
· Therefore, as we close this wonderful worship experience, won’t it be great for you to know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior and enter into fellowship with the Father, the Son and fellow believers?  And so if you are here and want to accept Jesus Christ and His finished redemptive work of salvation at Calvary, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but you have fallen out of fellowship for some strange reasons, and now you desire the Lord to restore to you the joy of your salvation and your full fellowship with Him and other believers, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue your fellowship with God and other believers faithfully in a healthy relationship, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us about it at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

July 30, 2006


      Ministering


Acts 6:1-7

· Ministering is an act of righteousness because it is offering service to people to meet their needs.  The writer of Hebrews referring to the angels said, “ Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:13-14).  Therefore we must understand that ministering or serving has to be performed according to your giftedness.    The Apostle Paul clearly understood this and described it in Romans 12 saying, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:6-8).

· A minister is therefore a special servant of God that performs acts of righteousness according to the giftedness that defines his or her SHAPEs to serve and meet the needs of others.  Hence, the tasks to be performed by the servant or minister require some qualifications by the individual for such to be acts of righteousness. 

· Generally speaking, before you take up a job or before a job is offered to you, you must meet the minimum job requirement in terms of knowledge, skills and/or experience.  The job advertisement provides the job description with its minimum qualifications, training and/or experience required.  If you don’t possess such your chances of being hired are much slimmer.

· Similarly, ministering is serving others to meet their needs and there are basic requirements for a servant to satisfy.  A servant has to be qualified and trustworthy, and when employed must continue to be trustworthy, faithful and productive or fruitful otherwise his/her job will terminate.  Let me remind you that Christians are servants of the Most High God.  But why do Christians think that they can be untrustworthy, unfaithful and unproductive or unfruitful and still be servants of God?

· Therefore, let me suggest to you that within the Christian fellowship, every member is a servant or minister to the other member because our giftedness and SHAPEs differ to allow us to perform this act of righteousness.  In fact no one in the fellowship can or should lord over another.  In actuality everyone in the fellowship ought to esteem others better than themselves.  This is the right attitude for ministering and remaining a faithful and fruitful servants of the Most High God and developing the Christ-like excellent character beyond reproach.  In fact before all these, you must first meet the basic requirement of becoming the servant of the Most High.

· The first qualification is that you must know the Lord, making Him your personal Lord and savior.  When you do that then you are born again and will have the Holy Spirit indwelling you permanently as the “Resident Technician” to help repair some of your bad servant attitudes.  The Holy Spirit can only help repair your attitudes if only you desire to acquire the knowledge of God’s word and apply it to your life by being obedient to it.  The knowledge so acquired and applied will give you wisdom to deal with circumstances in the fellowship where you are a servant. 

· Hence in a fellowship, there would be those servants that are ministering the word of God to meet the spiritual needs of others and others that are ministering to meet the physical, mental and emotional needs of its members.  It is in a fellowship that you are challenged to be a faithful and fruitful servant.  If you do not belong to a Christian fellowship, you might as well forget the talk about servant hood.  Therefore within a Christian fellowship there has to be division of labor according to our giftedness and SHAPEs for us to be effective, faithful and fruitful or productive servants of the Most High.

· Allow me, therefore, to submit to you that all Christian fellowships have problems for failure to recognize our giftedness and SHAPEs and utilizing such for our benefits.  Usually everyone in the fellowship just tries to build his or her reputation rather than character.  As such no matter how great the fellowship is, with its growth comes problems if we are not careful in appropriating our giftedness and SHAPEs in ministering to one another.  What we must do is to get away from the notion of belonging to a family church and adopt that of belonging to the Church family.

· Do you recall on last Sunday we learned that the early Church had great fellowship and the Lord was adding to their number daily those who would be saved?  This same fellowship was fruitful and growing and then the problem of discrimination arose among them because they were not careful to think of their fellowship as a Church family.  The discrimination was in the area of serving food to the widows.  Some widows were neglected because of their ethnic background.  The solution to this chronic problem was to find servants with the right qualifications.

· Thus our text for the day began, “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.  Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word’.   This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them” (Acts 6:1-6). 

· Here we see the fellowship responded positively to resolve the problem in the fellowship by finding men with the right qualifications to serve or minister to meet the need at hand.  The Church must learn the principle of conflict resolution from this early Church fellowship.  The twelve disciples made a proposal to elect qualified men to resolve the problem that arose in this early Church.  Now what were their qualifications?  Were they to be rich folks, elite folks or kinfolks?  No!  The qualifications for ministering is that the persons are to be known to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom and the other qualification is that they have to be persons of faith.  A person of faith and full of the Holy Spirit is always wise person.  A person of faith and full of the Holy Spirit also knows his giftedness and the SHAPEs that the Holy Spirit has bestowed on him or her.  The proposal pleased the whole fellowship and so the report goes that they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.   When those men were presented to the apostles, they prayed and laid their hands on them.  Therefore I submit to you that there should always be a prayer of dedication before ministering occurs or else it may not be effective.

· When everything is done decently and in order within a fellowship, the word of God spreads and that fellowship grows as each member ministers or serves according to their giftedness and/or SHAPEs. 

· Thus our text for the day concludes, “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7).  And so I submit to you that ministering is an act of righteousness because it is service offered to others according to one’s giftedness and/or SHAPEs to meet needs and in your obedience to the Word of God.  However, you cannot minister this way if you have not accepted Jesus as your personal Lord and savior to be full of the Holy Spirit, faith and wisdom.

· Therefore, as we close this wonderful worship experience, won’t it be great for you to know Jesus as your personal Lord and savior and be full of the Holy Spirit, faith and wisdom to minister in the fellowship of fellow believers?  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ and His finished redemptive work of salvation at Calvary, we invite you to come now.  And if you have already said yes to Jesus but you are not serving or ministering according to your giftedness and SHAPEs bestowed on you by the Holy Spirit and now you desire the Lord to restore your effective ministering to the fellowship of believers, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue ministering according your giftedness and SHAPEs because such is an act of righteousness, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray and ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us about it at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?
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